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Tax following Narrative FA a yore ſin- 
gular naval atchievement is addreſſed to Lour 
GRace, both on account of the infinite obli-. , * 
gations which the Commander in Chief, at all 


Friendſhip; and alſo, as the Subject itſel = 
turally claims the 9 of One, under 

whoſe direction, the Britiſh Navy has reſumed 
its ancient Spirit and Luf re, and has in one 
ſummer ennobled itſelf by two victories, the 
moſt decilive, and (if the 3 and number 
of the captures be conſidered) the moſt import- 
ant, that are to be met with in our Annals. 


a manifeſt ſuperiority gained univerſally over 
the enemy, both in commerce and glory, 
ſeem to be the neceſſary effects of a revival 
of ſtrict diſcipline, and of an unbiaſſed re- 
gard to merit and ſervice. Theſe are marks 
that muſt diſtinguiſh the happy period of 


Wy”. afford 


times profeſſes to have received from Four . 


Indeed, an uninterrupted ſeries of ſucceſs, and 


time in which Your Grace preſided, and 
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afford a fitter ſubject for hiſtory, than for 
an addreſs of this nature. Very fignal ad- 
vantages of rank and AiſtinQtion, obtained 
and ſecured to the naval profeſſion by Vour 
E GRrace's auſpicious influence, will remain 
a a laſting monument of Your unwearied zeal 
and attachment to it, and be for ever remem- 
bered with the higheſt gratitude, by all who 
= ſhall be jou hy in it. As. theſe were the 
= generous rewards of 11 exploits, they will 
be likewiſe the nobleſt incentives, and ſureſt 
pledges of the future. That your GRACE 
eminent talents, magnanimity, and diſin- 
tereſted zeal, whence the Public has already 
reaped ſuch fignal benefits, may in all 
times prove equally ſucceſsful in advancing 
the proſperity of Great- Britain, is the ardent 


13 wiſh of, 
= My LORD, 
f q a Four Graces 
3 out obedient, 
Moſt devoted, and Ne 
MNoſt humble Servant, 
RICHARD WALTER: 5 
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INTRODUCTION. 


NorwrrasranpING the great improvement of 


navigation within the laſt two Centuries, a Voyage round 


the World is ſtill conſidered as an enterprize of a very __ 3 


ſingular nature ; and the Public have never failed to 
be extremely inquiſitive about the various accidents and 
turns of fortune, with which this uncommon attempt is 
generally attended: And though the amuſement expected 
in a narration of this kind, is doubtleſs one great ſource 
of this curioſity, and a ſtrong incitement with the bulk of 
readers, yet the more intelligent part of mankind have al- 
ways agreed, that from theſe relations, if fairhiuily ex- 
ecuted, the more important 1 of navigation, com- 
merce, and national intereſt may be greatly promoted: 
For every authentic account of foreign coaſts and coun- 
tries will contribute to one or more of theſe great ends, 
in proportion to the wealth, wants, or commodities of 
thoſe countries, and our ignorance of thoſe coaſts; and 
therefore a Voyage round the World promiſes a ſpecies of 
information, of all others the moſt defireable and inte- 
reſting ; fince great part of it is performed in ſeas, and on 
coaſts, with which we are as yet but very imperfeQly 
acquainted, and in the neighbourh6od. of a country re- 
nowned for the abundance of its wealth, though it is at 
the ſame time ſtigmatiſed for its poverty, in the neceſſa- 
ries and conveniencies of a civilized life. | 
Theſe conſiderations have occaſioned the publication of 
the enſuing work; which, in gratifying the inquiſitive: 
turn of mankind, and contributing to the ſafety and ſucceſs 
of future navigators, and to the extenſion of our commerce 
and power, may doubtleſs vie with any narration of this 
kind hitherto made public: Since the circumſtances of this 
undertaking already known to the world, may be ſuppoſed- 


: 


to have ſtrongly excited the general curioſity ; for whether: 


we conſider the force of the ſquadron ſent on this ſervice, 
or the diverſified diſtreſſes, that each ſingle ſhip was ſepa» © 
rately involved in, or the uncommon inſtances of various 

fortune, 
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I conceive, muſt, from its rude well-known out-lines, ap- 


fortune, which attended the whole enterprize ; each part, $ 


pear worthy of a compleater and more finiſhed delinea- 


tion: And if this be allowed with reſpect to the narrative 
t of the work, there can be no doubt about the more 
uſeful and inſtruQive parts, which are almoſt every where 


interwoven with it; for I can venture to affirm, without 


fear of being contradicted on a compariſon, that no voyage 
] have yet teen, furniſhes ſuch a number of views of land, 
ſoundings, draughts of roads and ports, charts, and other 


materials, for the improvement of geography and navi- 


- gation, as are referred to in the enſuing volume; which 
are of the more importance too, as the greateſt part of 
them relate to ſuch Iſlands vr Coaſts, as have been hither- 
to not at all gr erroneouſly deſcribed, and where the want 
of ſufficient and authentic information might occaſion 
future enterprizes to prove abortive, perhaps with the 
deſtruction of the men am veſſels employed therein, 


And beſides the number and choice of theſe marine 


drawings and deſcriptions, there is another very eſſential 
circumſlance belonging to them, which much enhances 
their value; and that is, the great accuracy they were 
drawn with. I ſhall expreſs my opinion of them in this 


particular very imperfectly; when I fay, that they are 


not exceeded, and perhaps not equalled by any thing of 
this nature hitherto made public : For they were not co- 
pied from the works of others, or compoled at home from 
imperfect accounts, given by incurious and unſkiltul ob- 
ſervers, as hath been frequently the caſe in theſe matters; 
but the greateſt part of them were drawn on the ſpot with 
the utmoſt exaQtneſs by the direction, and under the eye 
: Mr. Anſon himſelf; and where (as is the caſe in three 

or four of them) they have been done by leis ſkilful bands, 
or were found in poſſeſſion of the enemy, and conſequently 
their juſtneſs could be leſs relied on, I have always ta- 
ken care to apprize the reader of it, and to put him on 
his guard againſt giving entire credit to them ; although 
doubt not, but theſe leſs authentic draughts, thus cau- 
tiouſly inſerted, are to the full as correct as thoſe, which 
are uſually publiſhed on theſe occaſions. For as actual 
ſurveys of roads and harbours, and nice and critical 


delineations of views of land, take up much time 


and 
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and attention, and require a good degree of {kill both 
in planning and drawing : Thoſe who are defective in 
induſtry and ability, ſupply theſe wants by bold conjec- 
tures, and fictitious deſcriptions z and as they can be no 
otherwiſe confuted than by going on the ſpot, and run- 
ning the riſque of ſuffering by their mifinformation,.-. 
they have no apprehenſions of being detected; and 
therefore, when they intrude their ſuppoſitious produc» 
tions on the Public, they make no conſcience of boaſting 
at the ſame time, with how much ſkill] and care they- 
are performed. And let not thoſe who are unacquainted 
with naval affairs imagine, that impoſitions of this kind 
are of an innocent nature; for as exact views of land 
are the ſureſt guide to a ſeaman, on a coaſt where he has 
never been before, all fiQions in ſo intereſting a matter 
muſt be attended with numerous dangers, and ſome- 
times with the deſtruction of thoſe who are thus unhap- 
pily deceived, | 2 

Beſides theſe draughts of ſuch places as Mr. Anſon + 
or the ſhips under his command have touched at in 
the courſe of this expedition, and the deſcriptions and 
directions relating thereto, there is inſerted, in the en- 
ſuing work, an ample deſcription, with a chart annex- . 
ed to it of a particular navigation, of which hitherto 
little more than the name has been known, except to 
thoſe immediately employed in it: 1 mean the track 
deſcribed by the Manila thip, in her paſſage to Acapulco, 
through the northern part of the Pacific Ocean. This 
material part is collected from the draughts and jour- 
nals met with on board the Manila galeon, founded on 
the experience of more than a hundred and fifty years 
praQtice, and corroborated in its principal circumſtan- 
ces by the concurrent evidence of all the Spaniſh pri- 
ſoners taken in that veſſel. And as many of their jour- 
nals, which I have examined, appear to bave been not 
ill kept; I preſume the chart of that northern Ocean, and 
the particulars of their route through it, may be very 
ſafely relied on by future navigators, The advantages, 
which may be drawn from an exaQ knowledge of this 
navigation, and the beneficial projects that may be 
formed thereon, both in war and peace, are by no means 
proper to be diſcuſſed in this place: But they will eaſily 
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offer themſelves to the ſkilful in maritime affairs. Hella 
ever as the Manila thips are, the only ones which have 


ever traverſed this vaſt ocean, except a French ſtraggler or 


two, which have been afterwards ſeized on the coaſt of 


Mexico, and as during near two ages, in which this trade. 


bas been carried on; the Spaniards have, with the great- 


eſt care, ſecreted all accounts of their voyages from the 
reſt of the world; theſe reaſons alone would authorize' 


the inſertion of thoſe papers, and would recommend 
them to the inquiſitive, as a very great improvement in 
geography, and worthy of attention from the ſingularity 
of many circumſtances recited therein. I muſt add too, 
(what in my opinion is far from being the leaſt recom- 
mendation of theſe materials) that the obſervations of 
the variation of the compaſs in that Ocean, which are in- 
ſerted in the chart from theſe Spaniſh journals, tend 
greatly to compleat the general ſyſtem of the magnetic 
variation of infinite import, to the commercial and ſea- 
faring part of mankind. Theſe obſervations were, 
though in vain, often publickly called for by our learn- 
ed countryman the late Dr. Halley, and to his immor- 
tal reputation they confirm, as far as they extend, the 
wonderful hypotheſis he had entertained on this head, 


and very nearly correſpond in their quantity, to the pre- 


diQtions he publiſhed above fifty years ſince, long before 
he was acquainted with any one obſervation made in 
thoſe ſeas. The aſcertaining the variation in that part of 
the world is juſt now too, of more than ordinary conſe- 

quence, as the Editors of a new variation-chart lately 
publiſhed, have, for want of obſervations in thoſe parts, 
en miſled by an erroneous analogy, and have miſtaken 


the very ſpecies of variation in thoſe northern ſeas; 


for they make it weſterly,where it is eaſterly, and have 
laid it down 12 or 13® ſhort of its real quantity. 

Thus much it has been thought neceſſary to premiſe 
with regard to the hydrographical and geographical part 
of the enſuing work; which it is hoped the reader will, 
on peruſal, find much ampler and more important than 
this ſlight ſketch can well indicate. But as there are here- 
after occaſionally interſperſed ſome accounts of Spaniſo 
tranſactions, and many obſervations on the diſpoſition of 
the American Spaniards, and on the condition of the coun» 
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tries bordering on the South-Seas, and as herein | may ap- 
| pear to differ greatly from the opinions generally eſta= 
bliſhed, I think it incumbent on me particularly to recite 
the authorities I have been guided by on this occaſion, 
that I may not be cenſured, as having given way either 
to a thoughtleſs 2 on one hand, or, what would 
be a much more criminal imputation, to a wilful and de- 
liberate miſrepreſentation on the other. — 
Mr. Anſon, before he ſet ſai] upon this expedition, be- 
ſides the printed journals to thoſe parts, took care to furs 
viſh himſelf with the beſt manuſcript accounts he could 
procure of all the Spaniſh ſettlements upon the coaſts, of 
Chili, Peru, and Mexico. Theſe he carefully compared 
with the examinations of his priſoners, and the informa- 
tions of feveral intelligent perſons, who fell into his hands 
in the South-Seas, He had likewiſe the good fortune, in 
ſome of his captures, to poſſeſs hinslelf of a great number 
of letters and papers of a public nature, many of them 
written by the Viceroy of Peru to the Viceroy of Santa 
Fee, to the Prefidents of Panama and Chili, io Don Blas 
de Lezo, Admiral of the Galeons, and to divers other 
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Perſons in public Employments ; and in theſe letters 


there was uſually inſerted a recital of thoſe they were 
intended to anſwer; ſo that they contained a conſiderable 
part of the correſpondence between theſe officers for 
ſome time previous to our arrival on that coaſt; We 
took beſides many letters ſent from perſons employed by 
the Government to their friends and correſpondents, 
which were frequently filled with narrations of public 
buſineſs, and ſometimes contained undiſguiſed animad- 
verſions on the views and conduct of their Supettors, 
From theſe materials thoſe accounts of the Spaniſh affairs 
are taken, which may at firſt ſight appear the moſt ex- 
ceptionable. In particular the hiſtory of the various ca- 
ſualties which befel Pizarro's ſquadron, is for the moſt 
part compoſed from intercepted letters : Though indeed 


the relation of the inſurrection of Orellana and his fol- 


lowers, is founded on rather leſs diſputable authority: 
For it was taken from the mouth of an Engliſh gentle- 
man then on board Pizarro, who often converſed with 
Orellana; and it was, on enquiry, confirmed in its prin- 
cipal circumftances by others who were in the ſhip 9 the 
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ſame time: So that the fat. however extraordinary, is, 
I conceive, not to be contefted. 
And on this occaſion I cannot but mention, that 
though I have endeavoured, with my utmoſt care, to 
adhere ſtrictly to truth in every article of the enſuing 


4 relation ; yet I am apprehenſive, that in ſo-complicated 


a work, ſome overſights muſt have been committed, by 
the inattention to which at times all mankind are liable. 
However, if there are any errors which have eſcaped 
me, | flatter myſelf they are not of moment enough to 
affect any material tran ſaction, and therefore J hope they 
may juſtly claim the reader's indulgence. c: 

After this general account of the Contents of the en- 
ſuing work, it might be expected, perhaps, that Iſhould 
proceed to the work itſelf ; but J cannot finiſh this in- 
troduQtion, without adding a few refleQions on a matter 
very nearly connected with the preſent ſubject, and, as I 
conceive, neither deſtitute of utiliry, nor unworthy the 
attention of he Public; I mean, the animating my coun- 
trymen both in their public and private ſtations to the en- 
couragement and purſuit of all kinds of geographical 
and nautical obſervations, and of every ſpecies of me- 
chanical. and commercial information. It is by a ſettled at- 
tachment to theſe ſeemingly minute parciculars, that our 
ambitious neighbours have eſtabliſhed ſome part of that 
power, with which we are now ſtruggling: And as we 
have the means in our hands of purfuing theſe ſubjects 
more effectually than they can, it would be a diſhonour to 
us longer to negle ſo eaſy and beneficial a practice: For 
as we have a navy much more numerous than theirs, great 
part of which is always employed in very diſtant ſtations, 
either in the protection of our colonies and commerce, 
or in aſſiſting our allies againſt the common enemy, this 
gives us frequent opportunities of furniſhing ourſelves 
with ſuch kind of materials, as are here recommended, 
and ſuch as might turn greatly to our advantage, either 
in war or peace: For not to mention what might be 
expected from the officers of the Navy, if their appli- 
cation to theſe ſubjeRs were properly encouraged, it 
would create no new expence to the Government, to 
eftabliſh a particular regulation for this purpoſe ; ſince 


all that would be requiſite, would be conſtantly "os 
ar 
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bark on board ſome of our men of war, which are ſent 
on theſe diſtant cruiſes, a perſon, Who with the character 
of an engineer, and the ſki]] and talents nec*flary to that 
profeſſion, ſhould be employed in drawing ſuch Coaſts, 
and planning ſuch harbours, as the ſhip ſhould touch at, 
and in making ſuch other obſervations of all kinds, as 
might either prove of advantage to future navigators, or 
might any ways tend to promote the public ſervice. 
Beſides, perſons habituated to this employment (which 
could not fail at the fame time of improving them m 
their proper buſineſs) would be extremely uſeful in many 
other lights, and might ſerve to ſecure our Fleets from 
thoſe diſgraces, with which their attempts againſt places 
on ſhore have been often attended: And, in a nation 
like ours, where all ſciences are more eagerly and unt- 
verſally purſued, and better underſtood than in any other 
part of the world, proper ſubjects for ſuch employments 
could not long be wanting, if due encouragemen: were 
given to them. This method here recommended is 
known to have been frequently practiſed by the French, 
particularly in the inftance of Monfieur Fregier, an En- 
gineer, who has publiſhed a celebrated Voyage to the 
South-Seas. For this perſon, in the Year 1711, was 
purpoſely ſent by the French King into that country. 
on board a merchantman, that he might examine and 
deſcribe the coaſts, and take plans of all the fortified 
places, the better to enable the French to proſecute their 
illicit trade, or, in caſe of a rupture with the court 
of Spain, to form their enterprizes in thoſe ſeas with 
wore readineſs and certainty, Should we purſue this 


method, we might hope, that the emulation amongſt 


thoſe who were thus employed, and the experience, 
which even in time of peace, they would hereby acquire, 
might at length procure us a proper number of able En- 
gin-ers, and might efface the national ſcandal, which 
our deficiency in that ſpecies of men, has ſometimes ex- 
poſed us to: And ſurely every ſtep to encourage and 
improve this profeſſion is of great moment to the public; 
as no perſons, when they are properly inſttucted, make 
better returns in war, for the encouragement and emo- 
luments beſtowed on them in time of peace. Of which 
the advantages the French have reaped from their dex- 
terity 


INTRODUCTION, 


terity (too numerovs and recent to be ſoon forgot) are 
an ample confirmation. | 

And having mentioned Engineers, or ſuch as are ſkilled 
in drawing, and the other uſual practices of that pro- 
ſeſſion, as the propereſt perſons to be employed in theſe 
foreign enquiries, I cannot (as it offers itſelf ſo naturally 
to the ſubjeR in hand) but lament, how very imperfect 
many of our accounts of diſtant countries are rendered 
by the relters being unſki!]ed in drawing, and in the ge- 
neral principles of ſurveying ; even where other abilities 
have not been wanting. Had more of our travellers 
been :nitiated in theſe acquirements, nd had there been 


added thereto ſome little (kill in the common aſtr no- 


mical obſervations, (all which a perſon of ordinary ta- 
lents might attain, with a very moderate ſhare of appli- 
cation) we ſhould by this time have ſeen tie geography 
of the globe much correcter, than we now find it; the 
dangers of navigation would have been conſide rably leſ- 
ſened, and the manners, arts and produce of foreign 


countries would have been much better known to us, 


than they are. Indeed, when I confider, the ſtrong in- 
citements that all travellers have to acquire ſome part at 
leaft of theſe qualifications, eſpecially drawing ; when I 
conſider how much it would facilitate their obſervations, 
aſſiſt and ſtrengthen their memories, and of how tedious; 
and often unintel!1zible, a load of deſcription it would 
rid them, Leannot but wonder that any perſon that in- 
tends to vitirdiſtant countries, with a view of informing 
either himſelf or others, thould be unfurniſhed with ſo 
uſeful a piece of ſkill, And to inforce this argument 
ſtill further, I muſt add, that beſides the uſes of drawing, 
which are already mentioned, there is one. which though 
not ſo obvious, is yet perhaps of more conſequence than 
all that has been hitherto urged ; and that is, that thoſe 
who are accuſtomed to draw objects, obſerve them with 
more diſtinctneſs, than others who are not habituated to 
this practice. For we may eaſily find by a little ex- 


perience, that in viewing any object, however ſimple, 


our attention or memory is ſcarcely at any time fo ſtrong, 
as to enable us, when we have turned our eyes away from 
it, to recollect exactly every part it conſiſted of, and 
to recal all the circumſtances of its appearance; fince 

| on 
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on examination, it will be diſcovered, that in ſome we 
are miſta ken, and others we had totally overlooked : But 
he that is employed in drawing what he ſees, is at the 
ſame time employed in rectify ing this inattention ; for 
by confronting his ideas e on the paper, with the 
object he intends to repreſent, be finds in what manner 
he has been deceived in its appearance, and hence he in 
time acquires the habit of obterving much more at one 
view, and retains what he ſees with more correQnefſs 
than he could ever have done, without his praRtice and- 
proficiency in drawing. | | 

If what has been ſaid merits the attention of Travel- 
lers of all forts, it is, I think, more particularly applica- 
ble to the Gentlemen of the Navy; ſince, without draw- 
ing and planning, neither Charts nor views of lands can 
be taken ; and without theſe it is ſufficiently evident, that 
navigation is at a full ſtand. It is doubtleſs from a per- 
ſuaſion of a utility of theſe qualifications, that his Ma- 
jeſty has eſtabliſhed a drawing maſter at Portſmouth for 
the inſtruction of thoſe, who are preſumed to be here- 
after intruſted with the Command of his Royal Navy: 
And though ſome have been fo far miſſed, as to ſuppoſe 
that the perfection of Sea-Officers conſiſted in a turn of 
mind and temper reſembling the boiſterous element they 
had to deal with, and have condemned all literature and 
ſcience as effeminate, and derogatory to that ferocity, 
which they would falſely perſuade us, was the moſt un- 
erring characteriſtic of courage: Yet it is to be hoped, 
that ſuch abſurdities as theſe have at no time been au- 
thoriſed by the. Public opinion, and that the belief of 
them daily diminiſhes. If thoſe who adhere to theſe 
miſchievous poſitions were capable of being influenced 
by reaſon, or ſwayed by example, I ſhould think it ſuffi- 
cient for their conviction to obſerve, that the moſt valu- 
able drawings referred to in the following work, though 
done with ſuch a degree of (kill, that even profeſſed art- 
iſts can with difficulty imitate them, were taken by Mr. 
Fiercy Brett, one of Mr. Anſon's Lieutenants, and fince 
Captain of the Lion man of war, who, in his memorable 
engagement with the Elizabeth (for the importance of the 
ſervice, or the reſolution with which it was conducted, 
inferior to none this age has ſeen) has given ample proof 
that 
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that a proficiency in the arts I have been here recom- 
mending is extremely conſiſtent with the moſt exemplary 
bravery, and the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſkill in every func- 
non belonging to the duty of a ſca officer. Indeed, 
when the many branches of ſcience are conſidered, of 
Which even the common practice of navigation is com- 
poied, and the many impiovements, which men ot {kill 
have added to this practice within theſe few years, it 
would induce one to believe, that the advantages of re- 
flection and ſpeculative knowledge were in no profeſſion 
more eminent than in that of a ſea-officer : For, not to 
mention ſome expertneſs in geograpby, geometry and 
aſtronomy, which it would be dithonourable for him to 
be without, (as his Journal and his eftimate of the daily 
poſition of the ſhip are no more than the practice of par- 
= ticular branches of theſe arts) it may be well ſuppoſed, 
1 that the management and working ot a ſhip, the diſco- 
N very of her moſt eligible poſition in the water, (uſually 
ſtiled her Trim) and the diſpoſition of her ſails in the 
moſt advantageous manner, are articles, wherein the 
knowledge of mechanics cannot but be greatly aſſiſtant; 
And perhaps the application of this kind of knowledge, 
to naval ſubjects may produce as great improvements 
in failing and working a ſhip, as it has already done in 
many other matters conducive to the eaſe and conveni- 
ence of human life: For when the fabric of a ſhip and 
the variety of her fails are conſidered, together with the 
artificial contrivances of adapting them to her different 
motions, as it cannot be doubted but theſe things have 
been brought about by more than ordinary fagacity and 
invention, ſo neither can it be doubted but that a ſpecu- 
Jative and ſcientific turn of mind may find out the means 
of directing and diſpoſing this complicated mechaniſm 
much more advantageouſly than can be done by mere 
habit, or by a ſervile copying of what uthers may per- 
haps have erroneouſly. practiſed in the like emergengy: 
But it is time to finiſh this digreſſion, and to leave the 
3 reader to the peruſal of the eniuing work ; which, with 
b- how little art foever it may be execuetd, will yet from 
| the importance of the ſubjedt, and the utility and excel- 
lence of the materials, merit ſome ſhare of the Public 


attention, | 
A VOYAGE 
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5 Helens s. 
n onder the Cab of Mr Hu 


boy 18 ving F mally changes in its 
e e 1254. its equip wr A in the ten 
months beiweeg its br pode ard its final fail- 
ing from St FW; ; 1 conceive the hiſtoty of theſe 


alterations is a detail neceſſar 40 be made public, both" 


for the honour of thoſe who firſt ny. and promoted 
this enterprize, and for the juſtification of thoſe who 


have been entruſted With its 'Exetutibo; * Since it wil 


from hetice appear, Mat: the wecidems the "expedition 
was afterwards Expoſed to, and which prevented it from 
producing all the nations? advantages the ſtrengih of 
the ſquadron, aud the ExpeRation di The public, ſeemtd 
to prefage, were prineipally owing to a ſeries of inter- 
ruptions, which delayed the Commander in the courſe 
of his preparations, td which 'it exceeded his umoſt 
induſtry either to avoid or to get removed. 

When in the latter end of the ſuminer of the year 173 F 
it was foreſeen — a war * — was * 


ar 1 ich e fo poſe to recite the moſt niate- 
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was the opinion of ſeveral conſiderable perſons then 


truſted with the Adminiſtration of affairs, that the moſt 
prudent ſtep. the Nation could take, on the breaking out 
of the war, was attacking that Crown in her diftant ſet- 
tlements ; for by this means (as at that time there was 
the greateſt probability of ſucceſs) it was ſuppoſed that 
we ſhould cut off the principal reſources of the enemy, 
and reduce them to the neceſſity of fincerely deſiring a 


-peace, as they would hereby be deprived of the returns 


of that treaſure by. Which alone they could be enabled 
to carry. na war. 9 v4 
In purſuance of theſe ſentiments, ſeveral projects were 


.examined, and ſeveral reſolutions taken in Council. And 
in all theſe deliberations it was from the firſt determined, 
that George Anſon, Eſq; then Captain of the Centurion, 


ſhould be employed as Commander in Chief of an ex- 


pedition of this kind: And he then being abſent on a 
.cruize, a veſſel was diſpatched to his ſtation fo early as 


the beginning of September, to order him to return with 
his thip to Fyriſmouthb. And ſoon after he came there, 
that is, on the roth of November following, he received 
a letter from Sir Charles Wager, ordering him to repair 


to London, and to attend the Board of Admiralty: Where 


when he arrived, he was informed by Sir Charles, that 


two Squadrons would be immediately fitted out fot two. 


ſecret ' expeditions, which however would have ſome 
connexion with each other: That he, Mr, Anſon, was 
intended to command one of them, and Mr, Cornwall 
(who hath fince loft his life gloriouſly in the defence of 
his Country's honour) the other : That the ſquadron 


under Mr. Anſon was to take on board three Independent 
Companies of a hundred men each, and Bland's regi- 


ment of Foot: That Colonel Bland was likewiſe to im- 
bark with his regiment, and to command the land-farces : 
And that, as ſoon as this ſquadron could be fitted for 
the ſea, they weile to ſet fail, with expreſs orders to 
touch at no place till they came to Java Head in the Eqjt- 
Indies: That there they were only to ſtop to take in 
water, and thence to proceed directly to the City of 
Manila, ſituated on Luconia, one of the Philippine Iſlands : 
That the other ſquadron was to be of equal force with 
this commanded by Mr, Anſon, and was intended to 


paſs 
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paſs round Cape Horn into the South-Seas, and there to 
rarige along that Coaſt ; and aſter cruiſing upon the, 
enemy in thoſe parts, and attempting their ſettlements, 
this ſquadron in its return was to rendezyous at Manila, 
and there to join the ſquadron under Mr, Anſon, where 
they were to refreſh their men, and refit their ſhips, and 
perhaps receive further orders. I 
This ſcheme was doubtleſs extremely well projeQed, 
and could not but greatly advance the Public Service, 
and at the ſame time the reputation and fortune of thoſe 
concerned in its execution; for had Mr. An/on proceed- 
ed for Manila at the time and in the manner propoſed 
by Sir Charles Wager, he would, in all probability, have 
arrived there before they had received any advice of the 
war between us and Spain, and conſequently before they 
had been in the leaſt prepared for the reception of an 
enemy, or had any apprehenſions of their danger. The 
city of Manila might be well ſuppoſed to have been at 
that time in the ſame defenceleſs condition with all the 
other Spaniſh ſettlements, juſt at the breaking out of 
the war: That is to ſay, their fortifications neglected, 
and in many places decayed 3 their cannon diſmounted, 
or uſeleſs by the mouldering of their carriages ; their 
magazines, whether of military ſtores or proviſion, all 
empty ; their garriſons unpaid, and conſequently thin, 
i1|-affeQted, and diſpirited; and the royal cheſts in Peru, 
whence alone all theſe diſorders could receive their re- 
dreſs, drained to the very bottom: This, from the in- 
tercepted letters of their Viceroys and Governors, is 
well known to have been the defenceleſs ſtate of Pana- 
ma, and the other Spaniſb places on the coaſt of the 
South Sea, for near a twelvemonth after our declaration 
of war, And it cannot be ſuppoled that the city of 
: Manila, removed ſtiil farther by almoſt half the circum- 
r ference of the globe, ſhould have experienced from the 
Spaniſh Government, a greater ſhare oi attention and. 
concern for its ſecurity, than Panama, and the other 
A unuportant ports in Peru and Chili, on which their poſ- 
ſeſſion of that immenſe Empire depends. Indeed, it is 
well known, that Manila was at that time incapable of 
making any conſiderable defence, and in all probability 
would have ſurrendered only on the appearance of our 
2 | ſquadron 
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ſquadron before it. The conſequence of this city, and 
the Iſland it ſtands on, may be in ſome meaſure eſtimat- 
ed, from the healthineſs of its air, the excellency of its 
port and bay, the number and wealth of its inhabitants, 
and the very extenſive and beneficial commerce which it 
carries on to the principal Ports in the Eaft- Indies, and 
China, and its excluſive trade to Acapulca, the returns for 
which, being made in filver, are, upon the loweſt valua- 
tion, not ws than three millions of Dollars per Annum, 
And on this ſcheme Sir Charles Wager was fo intent, 
'that in a few 1 5 after this firft conference, that is, on 
November 18, Mr. Anſon received an order to take under 
his e the Argyle, Severn, Pearl, Wager, and 
Tryal Sloop ; and other orders were iſſued to him in the 
ſame month, and in the December following, relating 
to the victualling of this ſquadron, But Mr. Anſon at- 
tending the Admiralty the beginning of January, he was 
informed by Sir Charles Wager, that for reaſons with 
which he, Sir Charles, was not acquainted, the expedi- 
tion to Manila was laid aſide. It may be conceived, that 
Mr. Anfon was extremely chagrined at the loſing the 
command of ſo infallible, ſo honourable, and in every 
reſpect, ſo deſirable an enterprize, eſpecially too as he 
bad already, at a very great expence, made the neceſſary 
proviſion for his own accommodation in this voyage, 
which he had reaſon to expect would prove a very long 
one. However, Sir Charles, to render this diſappoint- 
ment in ſome degree more tolerable, informed him that 
the expedition to the Sauth-Seas was ſtill intended, and that 
he, Mr. Anſon, and his ſquadron, as their firſt deſtination 
was now countermanded, ſhould be employed in that ſer- 
vice. And on the 1oth of January he received bis com- 
miſſion, appointing him commander in Chief of the fore- 
mentioned ſquadron, which (the Argyle being in the courſe 
of their preparation changed for the Glouce/ter) was the 
fame he failed with above eight months after from St. 
Helen's. On this change of deſtination, the equipment of 
the fquadron was ſtill proſecuted with as much vigour as 
ever, and the victualling, and whatever depended on the 
Commodore, was fo far advanced, that he conceived the 
Mips might be * of putting to ſea the inſtant he 
ſhould receive bis final orders, of which he was in daily 


expectation. 
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4 Duke of Neweaftle, Principal Secretary. ef State, deli- - 
ts vered to him his Majeſty's inſtructiobs, dated Tanuary 3 
1, 1739, with an additional inſtruction from the Lords. 
0 Julticas dated June 19, 1740. Os the receipt of theſe, 
4 Mr. Anſon immediately repaired to Spithead, with a reſo- 
* tution to fail with the firſt fair wind, ede 2K 
that all his delays were now at an end. For 


—” *F 
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with all his aſſiduit , he had not been able to get ſup- 
plied) yet, as Sir Charles Wager informed him, o 


Sir John Norris to ſpare him the numbers which ky want- 


on his arrival at Portſmouth, tie found himſelf greatly 
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application, Sir John Norris told him, he could ſpare 


— 


any means ſupplied, and all that was then done was ex, 


ral Balchen, wha ſucceeded to the command at Spithead, 
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of his complement, ordered on board the ſquadron a hun- 


„ 


from the hofpital and ſick quarters, thirty-ſeven from the 
Saliſbury, with three officers of Colonel Loxwther's regiment, 
and ninety-eight marines : Theſe were all that wete ever 
granted to make up the forementioned deficiency. 

But the Commodore's mortification did not end here, 
It has been already obſerved, that it was at firſt intended 
that Colonel Bland's regiment, and three independent 
companies of a hundred men each, ſhould embark as 
land- forces on board the ſquadron. But this diſpoſition 
was now Changed, and all the land-forces that were to 
be allowed, were five hundred invalids to be collected 
from the out- penſioners of Chelſea-Hoſpital. As theſe out- 
penſioners conſiſt of ſoldiers, who from their age, wounds, 
or other infirmities, are incapable of ſervice in marching 

| | " regiments, 
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expeQation. And at laſt, on the 28th of June 1740, the 


knew by the muſters that his ſquadron wanted three hun- 
dred ſeamen of their complement, (a deficieney which, 


| } at an 
order from the Board of Admiralty was (lifpatched 19. 


ed, he doubted not of his complying therewith, _ But. 
miſtaken, and diſappointed in this per ſua on ;.for qa-his.. 
him none, far he wanted men for his own fleet. This 
occaſioned an inevitable and a very.confiderable delay; 
for it was the end of July before this deficiency was hy. 


tremely ſhort of his neceſſities and expectation For Admi- 


after Sir yo Norris bad failed to the Weſtward, intend . 
of three hundred able ſailors, which Mr. Anſon wanted 


dred and ſeventy men only; of which thirty two were 


nine 


regiments, Mr. Anſon was greatly chagrined at having 
fuch a decrepit detachment allotted him; for he was 
fully perſuaded that the greateſt part of them would pe- 
riſh long before they arrived at the ſcene of action, ſince 
the delays, he had already encountered, neceſſarily con- 
fined bis paſſage round Cape. Horn to the moſt rigorous 
ſeaſon of the year. Sir Charles Wager too joined in opi- 
nion with the Commodore, that invalids were no ways 
proper for this ſervice, ' and ſolicited ſtrenuouſly to have 
them exchanged ; but he was told that perſons, who 
were ſuppoſed to be better judges of ſoldiers than he or 
Mr. Anſon, thought them the propereſt men that could 
be employed on this occaſion, And upon this deter- 
mination they were ordered on board the ſquadron on 
the 5th of Auguſt : But inftead of five hundred, there 
came on board no more than two hundred and fiſty- nine; 
for all thoſe who had limbs and ſtrength to walk out of 
Portſmouth deſerted, leaving behind them only ſuch as 
were literally invalids, moſt of them being fixty Years of 
age, and ſome of them upwards of ſeventy. Indeed it is 
difficult to conceive a more moving ſcene than the im- 
barkation of theſe unhappy veterans : They were them- 
ſelves extremely averſe to the ſervice they were engaged 
in, and fully apprized of all the difaſters they were af- 
terwards expoſed to; the apprehenſions of which were 
ſtrongly marked by the concern that appeared in their 
countenances, which was mixed with no ſinall degree of 
indignation, to be thus hurried from their repoſe into a 
fatiguirg employ, to which neither the ſtrength of their 
bodies, nor the vigour of their minds, were any ways 
proportioned, and where, without ſeeing the face of an 
enemy, or in the leaſt promoting the ſucceſs of the en- 
terprize they were engaged in, they would in all proba- 
bility uſeleſly periſh by lingering and painful diſeaſes ; 
and this too, after they had ſpent the activity and ſtrength 
of their, youth in their Country's ſervice. „ 

And I cannot but obſerve, on this melancholy inci- 
dent, how extreinely unfortunate it was, both to this aged 
and diſeaſed detachment, and to the expedition they were 
employed in; that amongſt all the out-penſioners of 
Chelſea-Hoſpital, which were ſuppoſed to amount to two 
thouſand men, the moſt crazy and infirm only 9 
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be culled out for fo fatiguing and perilous an:undertak- 
ing. For it was well known, that, howeverunfit invalids 
in general might be for this ſervice, yet, by 'a prudent 
choice, there might have been found amongſt them five 
hundred men who had ſome remains of vigour Jeft : And 
Mr. Anſon fully expected, that the beſt of them would 
have been allotted him; whereas the whole detachment 


that was ſent to him, ſeemed to be made up of the moſt 2 


decrepit and miſerable obje&s, that could be colteQted 
out of the whole body; and by the deſertion abovemen- 
tioned, theſe were a ſecond time cleared of that liule 
bealth and ſtrength which were to be found among” 
them, and he was to take up with fuch'as were much 
fitter for an infirmary, than for any military duty. | 
And here it is neceſſary to mentiom another material 


particular in the equipment of this ſquadron. It was 
propoſed to Mr. Anſon, after it was reſolved that be 
ſhould be ſent to the Sourb-Seas, to take with him tw oe 
ſons under the denomination of Agent Victuallers. 
Thoſe who were mentioned for this employment had 
formerly been in the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, in the Sourh+ 


Sea Company's ſervice, and it was ſuppoſed. that by ther 
knowledge and intelligence on that- coaſt, they might 
often procure proviſions for him by compact with the 
Inhabitants, when it was not to got 'by force of 
arms: Theſe Agent Victuallers were, for this purpoſe, 
to be allowed to carry to the value of 15,000/. in mer- 
chandize on board the ſquadron ; for they had repreſent- 
ed, that it would be much eaſter for them to procure 
proviſions with goods, 'than with the value of the ſame 
goods in money. Whatever colours were given to this 
ſcheme it was difficult to perſuade the generality of man- 
kind, that it was not principally intended for the enrich- 
ment of the Agents, by the beneficial commerce they pro- 
ſed to carry on upon that coaſt.” Mr. Anſon, from the 
ginning, objected both to the appointment of Agent 
Victuallers, and the allowing them to carry a cargo on 
board the ſquadron: For he (conceived: that in thoſe 
few amicable ports where the ſquadron might touch, he 
needed not their aſſiſtance to contract for any proviſions 
the place afforded ; and on the enemy's coaſt, he did 
not imagine that they could ever procure him the 2 
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faries he ſhould want, unleſs. (which he was reſolved, not 
to comply with) the military operations of his ſquadyon 
were to be regulated by the ridiculous views of their 
trading projects. All that be thought the Goyernment 
' ought to have done on this occaſion, was to nut on boar 
to the value of 2 or 3000/./,only of ſuch goods, as the 
Indians, or the Spaniſb Planters in the leſs culti vaied 
part of the coaſt, . might be tempted with; fince it was 
in ſuch places only that he imagined it would be warth 
while to truck with the enemy for proviſions: Aad in 
theſe places it was ſufficiently evident, a very ſmall car- 
go would ſuffice. | ft. tus dias 
But though the Commodore objeRed. bath to the ap- 
pointment of theſe officers, and to their project; yet, 
as they had inſinuated that their ſebeme, beſides victual- 
ling the ſquadron, might contribute to ſettling a trade 
upon that coaſt, which might be afterwards carried on 
without difficulty, and might thereby prove a very con: 
ſiderable national advantage, they were much e 
to by ſome conſiderable perſpns; And of the 45,0008. 
which was to be the amount of their cargo, the Go» 
vernment agreed to advance them 10,000/. upon impreſt, 
and the remaining 5000). they raiſed on bottomry bonds: 
and the goods purchaſed with this ſum, were all that 
were taken to ſea by the ſquadron, how much ; ſoever 
the amount of them might be afterwards magnified hy 
common report. [21 | | F | 
This cargo was at firſt ſhipped on board the Ways 
Store Ship, and one of the usb no port of it 
being admitted on board the men of war. But when 
the Commodore was at St. Catherine a, he coofidered, 
that in caſe the ſquadron ſhould be ſeparated, it might 
be pretended that iome of che ſhips were diſappoint: of 
oviſions for want of « cargo to truck with, and there - 
fore he diſtributed ſome of the leaſt bulky coumodities 
on board the men of war, leaving the remainder princi- 
pally on board the Wager, where it was loſt : And more 
of the goods periſhing by variqus accidents to be recited 
hereafter, and no part of them being diſpoſed of upon 
the coaſt, the few; that came home to England, did not 
produce, when fold, above a fourth part of the original 
price. So true was the Commodore's prediction 2 
| | e 
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he event of this project, which bad been by many cop- 
dered as infallibly ole of immenſe from But 
o return to the tranſactions at Port/mourh, 
To ſupply the place of the 'two hundred and forty 
nyalids which had deſerted, as is mentioned above, there 
vere ordered on board two hundred and ten marines 
Jetached from different regiments: Theſe were raw 
and undiſciplined men, for they were juſt raiſed, and 
ad ſcarcely any thing more of the ſoldier than their © 
egimentals, none of them having been ſo far trained, as 
o be permitted to fire. The laſt detachment of theſe 
arines came on board the 8th of Auguff, and on the 
roth the ſquadron failed from Spithead' to St. Helens, 
here to wait for a wind to proceed on the expedition. 
But the delays we had already ſuffered had not yer 
pent all their Influence, for we were now advanced in- 
o a ſeaſon of the year, when the weſterly winds are 
ſually very conſtant, and very violent; and it was 
bought proper that we ſhould put to fea in company 
ith the fleet commanded by Admiral Ba{chen, and the 
expedition under Lord Cathcar/. And as we made up. 
n all twenty-one men of war, and a hundred and. 
wenty-four fail of merchantmen and tranſports, we had 
o hopes of getting out of the Channel with ſo large @. 
umber of ſhips, without the continuance of a fair wind, 
or ſome conſiderable time. This was What & ba, 
very day leſs and leſs reaſon to expect, as the time of 
he equinox drew near ; ſo that our golden dreamy, and 
dur ideal poſſeſſion of the Peruvian treaſures, grew each 
day more faint, and the difficulties and dangers of the 
paſſage round Cape Horn in the Winter ſeaſon filled our 
mag1:+ations in their room. For it was forty days from 
dui arrival at St. Helen's, to our final departure from 
hence: And even then (having orders to proceed wich- 
put Lord Cathcart) we tided it down the Channel with _ 
x contrary wind. But this interval of forty days was. 
ot free from the difpleafing fatigue of often ferting. 
ail, and being as often obliged to return ; nor exempt 
rom dangers, greater than have been ſometimes expe- 
renced in ſurrounding the globe. For the wind com. 
ng fair for the firſt time, oh the 23d of Auguſf, we 
pot under fail, ard Mr. Balchen ſhewed himſeff truly, 
4+} v q * B 5 91 2 a= - folicitouy . ; 
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ſolicitous to have proceeded to ſea, but the wind ſoon 
returning to its old quarter, obliged us to put back to 
St. Helen's, not without conſiderable hazard, and ſome 
damage received by two of the tranſports, who, in tack- 
ing, ran foul of each other: Beſides this, we made two 
or three more attempts to fail, but without any better 
ſucceſs. And, on the 6th of September, being returned 
to an anchor at St. Helen's, after one of theſe fruitleſs 
efforts, the wind blew ſo freſh, that the whole fleet ſtruck 
their yards and top-maſts to prevent their driving : And, 
notwithſtanding this precaution, the Centurion drove the 
next l. and brought both cables a-head, and we 
were in no ſmall danger of driving foul of the Prince 
Frederick, a ſeventy gun ſhip, moored at a ſmall diſtance 
under our ſtern ; which we happily eſcaped, by her driv- 
ing at the ſame time, and fo preſerving her diſtance: 
Nor did we think ourſelves ſecure, till we at laſt let go 

the ſheet anchor, which fortunately brought us up. 
However, on the 9th of September, we were in ſome 
degree relieved from this lingering vexatious ſituation, by 
an Order which Mr. Anſon received from the Lords Jul- 
tices, to put to fea the firſt opportunity with his own 
ſquadron only, if Lord Cathcart ſhould not be ready, 
Being thus freed from the troubleſome company of ſo 
large a fleet, our Commodore - reſolved to weigh and 
tide it down Channel, as ſoon as the weather ſhould be- 
come ſufficiently moderate; and this might eaſily have 
been done with our own ſquadron alone full two months 
ſooner, had the orders of the Admiralty, for ſupplying 
us with ſeamen, been punQually complied with, and 
had we met with none of thoſe other delays mentioned 
in this narration. | It is true, our hopes of a ſpeedy de- 
parture were even now ſomewhat damped, by a ſubſe- 
quent order which Mr. Anſon received on the 12th of 
September ; for by that he was required to take under his 
convoy the St. Alban's with the Turkey fleet, and to join 
the Dragon, and the Wincheſter, with the Streights and 
the American trade at Torbay or Plymouth, and to pro- 
ceed with them to ſea as far as their way and ours lay 
together: This incumbrance of a convoy gave us ſome 
uneaſineſs, as we feared it might prove the means of 
lengtbening our paſſage to the Madeiras. However, Mr. 
An ſen, 
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Anſon, now having the command himſelf, reſolved to 
adhere to his former determination, and to tide it down” 
the Channel with the firſt moderate weather; and that 
the junction of his Convoy might "occaſion as little a 
loſs of time as poſſible, he immediately ſent directions to 
Torbay, that the fleets he was there to take under his 


11 


ed care, might be in a readineſs to join him inſtantly on his- 
els approach)? And at laſt, on the 18th of September, he 


ck weighed from St. Helen's ; and though the wind was at 
d, firſt contrary, had the good fortune to get clear of the 
be Channel in four days, as will be more particula 


we lated in the enſuing chapter. + 93 _ eau * 

ce Having thus gone through the reſpective ſteps taken in 

ce the 1 of this ſquadron, it is ſufficiently obvious 
e 


iv. how di 


rly re- 


rent an aſpect this expedition bore at its firſt 


e: appointment in the beginning of January, from what 
80 it had in the latter end of September, when it left the 
Channel; and how much its numbers, its ſtrength, and 


by various incidents which took place in that 


ue the probability of 11s ſucceſs 1% in tht hr by the 


ter val. 


For 


al. inſtead of having all our old and ordinaty ſeamen ex- 
vn changed for ſuch as were young and able, (which the : 


y. Commodore was at firſt promiſed) and having our num 
ſo bers completed ' to their full complement, we were ob- 
ad liged to retain our firſt crews, which were very indiffer- 
x- WT ent; and a deficiency of three hundred men in our 
ye numbers was no otherwiſe made up to us, than by ſend- 
ths ing us on board a hundred and ſeventy men, the greateſt - 
ng WY Part compoſed of ſuch as were diſcharged from hoſpi-- 
nd tals, or new-raiſed marines who had never been at fea 
ed before, And in the land-forces allotted us; the change 

je- was ſtill more diſadvantageous; for there, inſtead of 

ſe. three independent companies of a hundred men each, 


of and Bland's regiment of foot, which was an old one, 


we had only feur hundred and ſeventy invalids and ma- 

rines, one part of them incapable for action by age and 
jafirmities, and the other part uſeleſs by their ignorance - 
of their duty. But the diminiſhing the ſtrength of the 
ſquadron was not the greateſt inconveniency which at- 
tended theſe alterations; forthe conteſts, repreſentations, 
and difficulties which they continually produced, (as we 

have above ſeen, that in theſe caſes the authority of the 
Admiralty - 
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Admiralty was not always ſubmitted to) occaſioned a 
delay-and waſte of time, which in its cnſeguences was 
the ſource of all the . diſaſters to, which this enterprixe 
was afterwards expoſed: ſor by this means we were ob / 
liged to make aur paſſage round Cape Harn in the moſt 
tempeſtuous ſeaſon of the year; whence, proceeded the 
ſeparation of our ſquadron, the loſs of numbers of our 
men, and the imminent hazard of our total deſtruQian; 
And by this delay too, the enemy had been ſo well in- 
formed of our deſigns, that a perſon who had been eme 
ployed in the South Sea Company's ſervice, and arrived 
from Panama three or four days heſore we left Fun. 
mouth, was able to relate to Mr. Anſen moſt of, the gar- 
ticulars of the deſtioation and ſtrength, of our ſquagroa; 
from what he had learnt amongſt the Spaniards i befgie 
he left them. And this was afterwards confirmed by a 
more extraordinary circumſtance : For we. ſhall find, 
that when the Spaniards (fully ſatisfied that aur expedi- 
tion was intended for the Sourb-Seas) had, fitted gut- a 
ſquadron to - appoſe us, which had ſo far, got the ſtart, 
of us, as ta arrive before us off the iſland. of Madeira, 
the Commander of this ſquadron was fo well inſtructed 
in the form and make of Mr. Anfen's broad pennant, 
and had imitated it fo exactly, that he thereby decoyed 
the Pearl, one of our ſquadron, within gun-ſhot of him, 
— the Captain of the Pear! was able to diſcover bis 
miſtake. / | * 


CAP. II. The ta age from St Helen's to the Iſland of 
Madeira; with 4 ſhort account of that [/land, and 
our flay there. 


N the 18th of September, 1740, the ſquadron, as 
we have obſerved in the preceding chapter,. weigh- 
ed from St. Helen's with a contrary wind, the Commo- 
dore propoſing to tide it down the Channel, as be dread- 
ed leſs the jnconveniencies he ſhould thereby have to 
ſtruggle with. than the riſk he ſhould run of ruining the 
enterprize, by an uncertain, and, in all probability, a 
- tedious attendance for a fair wind, 
The ſquadron allotted to this fervice conſiſted of five 
men of war, a ſloop of war, and two victualling 1 
ey 
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They were the Centurion of fixty/guns, four hundred men, 
George Anſon, Eq; Commander ; | the Gloucefter, of fifty 


the Severn of fifty guns, three hundred men, the Honour- 
able Edeuard Legg Commander; the \Pearl of forty guns, 
two hundred, and fifty men, Matthew Mitchel Command-: 


ſixty men, Dandy Kidd Commander; and the Trya/ Sloop: 
of eight guns, one hundred men, the -Hanourable John 
Murray Commander; the two Victuallers were Pinks, the 
argeſt of about four hundred, and the other of about two 
hundred tons burthen,z theſe were to attend us, till the 
proviſions we had taken on board were ſo far conſumed, 
as to make room for the additional quantity they carried 
with them, which, when we bad taken into our ſhips, 
they were to be diſcharged. Beſides the complement of 
men borne by the above-mentioned ſhips as their crews, 
there were embarked on board the ſquadron about four 
hundred and ſeyenty-ipvalids and marines, under the de- 
nomination of land forces, as has been particularly men- 
tioned in the preceding chapter, which were commanded 
by Lieutenant Colonel Cracberode. With this ſquadron, 
together with the St, Aiben's and the Lark, and the trade 


Helen's, tided it down the Channel for the firit forty-eight 
hours; and on the 2ath, in the morning, we difcovered off 
the Ran- head the Dragon Winchefler,South-Sea-Caftle and 
Rye, with a number of merchantmen under their Con- 
voy: Theſe we joined about noon the ſame day, our 
Commodore having orders to ſee them (together with the 
S.. Alban's and Lark) as, far into the fea as their courſe: 
and ours lay together. When we came in ſight of this 
laſt mentioned fleet, Mr. Anſon firſt hoiſted his broad 
pennant, and was faluted by all the men of war in 
company. WE” 2611 114 7 a 
Wben we had joined this laſt Convoy, we made up 
eleven men of war, and about one hundred and fiſty ſail 
of merchantmen, conſiſting of the Turkey, the Streigbis, 
and the American trade, Mr. Anſon, the ſame day, made 
a Ggnal for all the Captains of the men of war to come 
on board him, where he delivered them theic fighting and 
tailing inſtructions, and then, with a fair wind, 4 3 
0 


guns, three hundred men, Richard Norris Commander ;\. 


er; the Mager of twenty-eight guns, one hundred and 4 


under their convoy, Mr. Anſon, after weighing from dt. 4 


14 ES VOY AS 'F- © | 
ſtood towards the South-Weſt ; and the next day at noon, 
being the 21ſt, we had run forty leagues from the Ram- 
Head; and being now clear of the land, our Commo-' 
dore, to render our view more extenſive, ordered Captain 
Mitchel, in the Pearl, to make fail two leagues a head of 
the fleet every morning, and to repair to his tation 
every evening. Thus we proceeced till the 25th, when 
the Winchefter and the American Convoy made the con- 
certed ſignal for leave to ſeparate, which being anſwer- 
ed by the Commodore, they left us: As the St. Alban's 
and the Dragon, with the Turkey and Streights Convoy, 
did on the 29th. After which ſeparation, there remain- 
ed in company only our own es and our two 
victuallers, with which we kept on our courſe for the 
Iſland of Madeira. But the winds were fo contrary, that 
we had the montification to be forty days in our paſſage 
thither from St. Helen's, though it is know! to be often 
done in ten or twelve, This delay was a moſt unpleaſ- 
ing circumſtance, productive of much diſcontent and 
il humour amongſt our people, of which thoſe only can 
have a tolerable idea, who have had the experience of a 
like firuation. And befides the peeviſhneſs and deſpon- 
dency which foul and contrary winds, anda lingering voy- 
age never fail to create on all occaſions, we, in particu- 
Ir, had very ſubſtantial reaſons to be greatly alarmed at 
this unexpected impediment. For as we had departed 
from England much later than we ought to have done, we 
had placed almoſt all our hopes of ſucceſs in the chance 
of retrieving in ſome meaſure at ſea, the time we had 
fo unhappily waſted at Spithead and St. Helen's. However, 
at laſt, Monday, October the 25th, at five in the morning, 
we, to our great joy, made the land, and in the after- 
noon came to an anchor in Madeira Road, in forty 
fathom water; the Brazen-bead bearing from us E. by 
S. the Loo NN W. and the great Church NN E. We 
had bardly let go our anchor, when an Engliſb privateer 
ſloop ran under eur ſtern, and fatuted the Commodore 
with nine guns; which we returned with-five. And, the 
next day, the Conful of the Ifland coming to vifit the 
Commodore, we ſaluted him with nine guns on his com- 
ing on board. 

This 
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This iſland of Madeira, where we are now arrived, is 
famous through all our American ſettlements for its ex- 
cellent wines, which, ſeem to be deſigned by Providence 
for the refreſhment of the inhabitants of the Torrid 
Zone. It is ſituated in a fine climate, in the latitude 
of 32: 27 North: and in the longitude from London of, 
by our different reckonings, from 189+ to 199 & Wet, 
though laid down in the charts in 172. It is compoſed of 
one continued hill, of a conſiderable height, extending 
itſelf from Eaſt to Weſt: The declivity of which, on 
the South-ſide, is cultivated and interſperſed with vine- 
yards; and in the midſt of this ſlope the Merchants have 
fixed their country ſeats, which help to form an agree- 
able proſpect. There is but one conſiderable Town in 
the whole ifland, it is named Fonchiale, and is ſeated on 
the South part of the iſland, at the bottom of a large 
bay. This is the only place-of trade, and indeed the 
only one where it is poſſible for a boat to land. Fon- 
chiale towards the ſea, is defended by a high wall, with 
a battery of cannon, beſides a caſtle on the Loo, which is 
a rock ſtanding in the water at a ſmall diſtance from the 
ſhore. Even here the beach is covered with large ſtones, 
and a violent ſurf continually beats upon it; ſo that the 
Commodore did not care to venture the ſhips long boats to 
fetch the water off, as there was ſo much danger of their 
being loſt ; and therefore ordered the Captains of the 
ſquadron to employ Portugueſe boats on that ſervice. _ 
We continued about a week at this iſland, waterin 

our ſhips, and providing the ſquadron with wine 70 
other refreſhments. And, on the zd of Nowember, Cap- 
tain Richard Norris having ſignified, by a letter to the 
Commodore, his defire to quit his command on board 
the Gloucefter, in order to return to England for the re- 
covery of his health, the Commodore complied with his 
requeſt ; and thereupon was pleaſed to appoint Captain 
Matthew Mitchel to command the Gloucefter in his room, 
and to remove Captain Kidd from the Wager to the 
Pearl, and Captain Murray from the Tryal ſloop to the 
Wager, giving the command of the Tryal to Lieutenant 
Cheap. Theſe promotions being ſettled, with other 
changes in the Lieutenancies, the Commodore, on the 
following day, gave to the Captains their orders, ap- 

| pointing 
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3 pointing, 8t. Je. one of the Cape de Verd Iſlands, to 


the firſt place of rendezvous in caſe of ſeparation ; 
and directing them, if they did not meet the Centurion 
there, to make the beſt of their way to the iſland of St. 
Catherine's, on the Coaſt of Brazil. The water for the 
ſquadron being the fame day completed, and each ſhip 
ſupplied with as much wine and other refreſhments as 
they could take in, we my =p anchor in the afternoon, 
and? wok our leave of the ifland of Madeira, But before 
I go on with the narration of our own tranſactions, I 
think it neceſſary to give ſome account of the proceed- 
ings of the enemy, and of the meaſures they had taken 
to render all our deſigns abortive, _ 
When Mr. Anſon viſited the Governor of Madeira, he 
received information from him, that for three' or four 
days, in the latter end of October, there had 17 81 to 
the weſtward of that iſland, ſeven or eight ſhips of the 
line, and a Patache, which laſt was ſent every day cloſe 
in to make the land. The Governor aſſured the Com- 
modore, upon his honour, that none upon the Iſland 
had either given them intelligence, or had in any fort 
communicated with them, but that he believed them to 
be either French or Spaniſb, but was rather inclined to 
think them Spaniſh. On this intelligence Mr. Anſon ſent 
an Officer in a clean floop, eight leagues to the weſt- 
ward, to reconnoitre them, and, if poſſible, to diſcover 
what they were: But the Officer returned u ithout. being 
able to get a babe of them, ſo that we ſtill remained ta 
uncertainty, However, we could not but conjecture, 
that this fleet was intended to 15 a ſtop to our expedi- 
tion, which, had they cruized to the eaſtward of the 
and inſtead of the weſtward, they could not but have 
executed with great facility. For as, in that caſe, they 
muſt have certainly fallen in with us, we ſhould have 
been abliged ta throw over-board vaſt quantities of Pro- 
viſion to clear our ſhips for an engagement, and this a- 
lone, without any regard to the event of the action, 
would have effectually prevented our progreſs. "This 
was ſo obvious a meaſure, that we could not help ima» 
gining reaſons which might have prevented thein from 
purſuing it. And we therefore ſuppoſed, that this French. 


or Sani ſb ſquadron was ſent out, upon advice of our 
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ſailing in company with Admiral Baſchen and Lord Gath- 
art's expedition: And thence, from an apprehetifion 
of being overmatched, they might not think it ad: 
-ifable to meet with us, till we had parted company, 
which they might judge would not happen, before out 
arrival at this Iſland. Theſe were our Peas at 
that time: and from hence we had reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that we might ſtill fall in with them, in our way to the 
Cape de Verd lands, And afterwards, in the cou of 
our expedition, we were many of us perſuaded, thatYhis 
was the Spaniſh ſquadron commanded by Don Foſeph 
Pizarro, which was ſent out purpoſely to traverſe the 
views and enterprizes of our ſquadron, to which, in 
ſtrength, they were greatly ſuperior. As this Spani/b 
armament was then ſo nearly connected with our expe- 
dition, and as the cataſtrop e it underwent, though not 
effected by our force, was yet a conſiderable advantage 
to this. Nation, produced in conſequence of our equip- 
ment, I have, in the following chapter, given a ſum- 
mary account of their proceedings, from their firſt ſet- 
ting out from Spain, in the year 1740, till the Af 
only 


ſhip which returned to Europe of the whole fqua- 


* 1 


the 
dron, artived at the Groyne, in the beginning 0 We 


year 17465. 1333 | 5 
Cn Ar. III. The hiflory of the [qradron commanded by 
Joleph Harro. PIO: * 


T H E Squadron fitted out by the Court of Spain to 
attend our motions, and traverſe our projects, we 
ſuppoſed to have been the ſhips ſeen off Madeira, as 
mentioned in the preceding chapter. And as this force 
was ſent out paiticularly againſt our expedition, I cannot 
imagine that the following hiſtory of the caſualties it met 
with, as far as by intercepted letters and other informa» 
tion the ſame has come to my knowledge, is a ar ef- 
ſentjal part of the preſent work : For by this it will a 
pear we were the occaſion, that a conſiderable part of the 
naval power of Spain was diverted from the proſecution 
of the ambitious Views of that Court in Europe; and 
the men and ſhips, loſt by the enemy in this undertaky 
ing, were Joſt in conſequence of the precautions wy 
09:1 TO WA . 
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18 A VOYAGE. 
took to ſecure themſelves againſt our enterprizes. This 
{quadron (beſides two ſhips intended for the We/t-Indie, 
which did not part company till after they had left the 
Madeiras) was compoſed of the following men of war, 
commanded by Don Jeſepb Pizarro. 1 
The Ala of ſixty guns, and ſeven hundred men ; this 
was the Adimiraſ's ſh: Ka | Cl 
The Guipuſcoa of ſeventy-four guns, and ſeven hundred 
men. 


The Hermiona of fiſty- four guns, and five hundred men, 


The Eſperanza of fifty guns, and four hundred and fifty 
A.... eb 
The St. Eftevan of forty guns, and three hundred and 
fifty men. OA EY 
And a Patache of twenty guns. | 
Theſe ſhips, over and above their complement of ſai 
lors and mariners, had on board an old Spaniſh regiment 
of foot, intended to reinforce the garriſons on the coaſt 
of the South-Seas. When this fleet had cruized for ſome 
days io the leeward of the Madeiras, as is mentioned in 
the preceding chapter, they left that ſtation in the be- 
ginning of November, and ſtecred for the river of Plate, 
where they arrived the 5th of January, O. S, and 
coming to an anchor in the bay of Maldonado, at the 
mouth of that river, their Admiral Pizarro ſent imme- 
diately to Buenos Ayres for a ſupply of proviſions ; for 
they had departed from Spain with only tour months pro- 
viſions on board. While they lay here expecting this i 
ply, they reccived intelligence, by the Treachery of the 
Portugueſe Governor of St. Catherine's, of Mr. Anſon: 
having arrived at that Iſland on the 21ft of December 
preceding, and of his preparing to put to ſea again with 
the utmoſt expedition. Pizarro, notwithſtanding his ſu- 
prior force, had his reaſons (and as ſome ſay his orders 
ikewiſe) for avoiding our ſquadron any where ſhort of 
the South-Seas, He was beſides extremely deſirous of 
etting round Cape Horn before us, as he imagined that 
p alone would effeQually baffle all our defigns ; and 
therefore, on hearing that we were in his neighbourhood, 
and that we ſhould be ſoon ready to proceed for boy 
Horn, he weighed anchor with the five large ſhips, (the 
Patache being diſabled and condemned, and the * 
en 
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taken out of her) after a ſtay of ſeventeen days only, 
and got under ſail without his proviſions, which arrived 
at Maldonado within a day or two after his departure. 
But . the precipitation with which he de- 
parted, we put to ſea from St. Catherine's four days be- 
fore him; and in ſome part of our paſſage to Cape Horn, 
the two ſquadrons were ſo near together, that the Pearl, 
one of our ſhips, being ſeparated from the reſt, fell. in 
with the Spaniſh Fleet, and miſtaking the Aſia for the 
Centurion, had got within gun-ſhot of Pizarro, before 
ſhe diſcovered her error, and narrowly eſcaped being 
taken, | ES, 

It being the 22d of January when the Spaniards 
weighed from Maldonado (as has been already mentioned) 
they could not expect to get into the latitude of Cape 
Horn before the equinox ; and as they had reaſon to ap- 
prehend very tempeſtous weather in doubling: it at that 
ſeaſon, and as the Spaniſh ſailors, being for the moſt part 
accuſtomed to a fair weather country, might be expected 
to be very averſe to ſo dangerous and fatiguing a na vi- 
gation, the better to encourage them, ſome part of their 
pay was advanced to them in European goods, which 
they were to be permitted to diſpoſe of in the South-Seax, 
that ſo the hopes of the great profit each man was to 
make on his ſmall venture, might animate him in his 
duty, and render him leſs diſpoſed to repine at the labour, 
the hardſhips and the perils he would in all probability 
meet with before his arrival on the coaſt of Peru. 

Pizarro with his ſquadrgn having, towards the latter 
end of February, run the ſeonth of Cape Horn, he then 
ſtood to the weſtward, in order to double it ; but in the 
night of the laſt day of February, O. S. while with this 
view they were turning to windward, the Guipuſcoa, 
the Hermiona, and the Eſperanza were ſeparated from 
the Admiral; and, on the 6th of March following the 
Guipuſcoa was ſeparated from the other two; and, on the 
7th (being the day after we had paſſed the Streights le 
Maire) there came on a moſt furious ſtorm at N. W. 
which, in deſpite of all their efforts, drove the whole 
ſquadron to the eaſtward, and obliged them, after ſeve- 
ral fruitleſs attempts, to hear away for the river of 
Plate, whete Pizarro in the Aſia arrived about the _ 
dle 
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dle of May, and a few days after him the Eſperante 
and the Efevan. The Hermiona was ſuppoſed to foun- 
der at ſea, for ſhe was never heard of more; and the 
Guipuſcca was run a-ſhore, and ſunk on the coaſt of Bra. 
gil. The calamities of all kinds, which this ſquadron 
underwent in this unſucceſsful navigation, can only be 
paralleled by what we ourſelves experienced in the fame 
climate, when buffeted by the ſame ftorms, There was 
indeed ſome diverſity in our diſtreſſes, which rendered i 
difficult to decide, whoſe fituation was moſt worthy of 
commiſeration, For to all the misfortunes we had in 
common with each other, as ſhattered rigging, leaky 
ſhips, and the fatigues and deſpondency, which neceſſi- 
rily attend theſe diſaſters, there was ſuperadded on board 
our ſquadron the ravage of a moſt deſtructive and incy- 
Table diſeaſe, and on board the Spaniſh ſquadron the de- 
vaſtation of famine. IT 

Far this ſquadron, either from the hurry of their outſet, 
their preſumption of a ſupply at Buenos Ayres, or from 0- 


ther leſs obvious motives, departed from Spain, as has been Wl 


already obſerved, with no more than four months provi- 
fon, and even that, as it is faid, at ſhort allowance only; 
fo that, when by the ſtorms they met with off Cape Hory, 
their continuance at ſea was prolonged a month or more al 
beyond their expectation, they were thereby reduced to 
ſuch infinite diftreſs, that rats, when they could be caught, 
were ſold for four dollars a-piece ; and a ſailor, why 
died on board, had his death concealed for ſome days 
by his brother, who, during that time, lay in the ſame 
hammock with the corpſe, only to receive the dead 
man's allowance of proviſions. In this dreadful fitu- 
ation they were alarmed (if their horrors were capable of 
augmentation) by the diſcovery of a conſpiracy among 
the marines, on board the Aa, the Admiral's ſhip. 
This had taken its riſe chiefty from the miſeries they en- 
dured : For though no leſs was propoſed by the conſpi- 
rators than the maſſacring the officers of the whole crew, 
yet their motive for this bloody reſolution ſeemed to be 
no more than their deſire of relieving their hunger, by 
appropriating the whole ſhip's proviſions to themſelves. 
Bin their deſigns were prevented, when juſt upon the 


point, of execution, by means of one of their cram. 
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ROUND THE WORLD. 21 
od three of their ringleaders were immediately put to 
each. However, though the conſpiracy. was ſuppreſſed. 

\eir other calamities admitted of no alleviation, but 
rew each day more and more deſtructive. So that by, 
e complicated diſtreſs of fatigue, ſickneſs, and hunger, 
e three ſhips which eſcaped, loſt the greateſt part of 
heir men : he Aſa, the Admirals ſhip, arrived at 
onte Vedio in the river of Plate, with half her crew on- 
; - the St. EHevan had loft in like manner half her 
Wands, when ſhe anchored in the bay of Barragen ; 
he Eſperanze, a fifty gun ſhip was ſtill more ty- 
gate, for of four hundred and fifty hands, which ſhe 
brought from Spain, only fifty - eight remained alive ; and 
he whole regiment of foot periſhed except fixty men. 
But to give the reader a, more diſtin and particular. 
dea of what they underwent upon this occaſion, I ſhall 
ay before him a ſhort account of the Guipu/coe, from a 
etter written by Don Toſeph Mindinuetta, ber Captain, 
o a perſon of diſtinction at Lima, a. copy.of Which fell 
nto our hands afterwards in the South=Seas, + 
He mentions, that he ſeparated from the Hermiona 
and the Eſperanza in a fog, on the 6th of March, be- 
ng then, as I ſuppoſe, to the S. E. of Staten - Land. 
and plying to the weſtward ; that ia the fight after, 
t blew a furious ſtorm N. W. which, at half an 
our after ten, ſplit his mainſail, and obliged him to 
Wear away with his foreſail; that the ſhip went ten knots 
an hour with a prodigious ſea, and often ran her gang- 
ay under water ; that he likewiſe ſprung . 3 
and the ſhip made ſo much water, that with four pumps 
and bailing, he could not free her. That on the ꝗth it 
was calm, but the ſea continued ſo high, that the ſhip in 
rolling opened all her upper works and ſeams, and ſtarted 
the butt ends of her planking, and the greateſt part of 
her top timbers, the bolts being 5 the violence 
of her roll: That in this condition, with other additional 
diſaſters to the hull and rigging, they continued beat- 
ing to the weſtward till the 12th : That they were then 
in ſixty degrees of ſouth latitude, in great want of pro- 
vihons, numbers every day periſhing by the fatigue of 
pumping, and thoſe who ſurvived, being quite diſpirit- 
ed by labour, hunger and the ſeverity of the weather, 


they 


\ 


22 l 


they having two ſpans of ſnow upon the decks: That 
then finding the wind fixed in the weſtern quarter, and 
blowing ſtrong, and conſequently their paſſage to the 
weſtward impoſſible, they reſolved to bear away to the 
river of Plate - That on the 22d, they were obliged to 
throw overboard all their upper-deck guns, and an an- 
chor, and to take fix turns of the cable round the ſhip, 
to prevent her opening: That on the 4th of April, it 
being calm but a very high ſea, the ſhip rolled ſo much, 
that the main -maſt came by the board, and, in a few 
hours after, ſhe loſt, in like manner, her ſore - maſt, and 
her mizen-maſt ; and that, to accumulate their misfor- 
tunes, they were ſoon obliged to cut away their bow- 
ſprit, to diminiſh, if poſſible, the leakage at ber head : 

hat by this time he had Joſt two hundred and fifiy 
men, by hunger and fatigues ; for thoſe who were capa- 
ble of working at the pumps (at which every Officer 
without exception took his turn), were allowed only an 
ounce and a half of biſcuit per diem; and thoſe who were 
ſo ſick or ſo weak that they could not afliſt in this neceſ- 
fary labour, had no more than an ounce of wheat; ſo 
that it was common for the men to fall down dead at the 
punips: That, including the Officers, they could only 
muſter from eighty to a hundred perſons capable of do- 
ing duty: That the South Weſt winds blew fo freſh, 
after they had loſt their maſts, that they could not im- 
mediately ſet up jury-maſts, but were obliged to drive 
like a wreck, between the latitudes of 32 and 28, till 
the 24th of April, when they made the coaſt of Brazil 
at Rio de Platas, ten leagues to the ſouthward of the 
ifland of St. Catherine's ; that here they came to an an- 
chor, and the Captain was very deſirous of proceed- 
ing to St. Catherine's if poſſible, in order to fave the hull 
of the ſhip, and the guns and ſtores on board her; but 
the crew inſtantly left off pumping, and being enraged 
at the hardſhips they had ſuffered, and the numbers they 
had loſt (there being at that time no leſs than thirty 
dead bodies lying on the deck), they all with one voice 
cried out, on ſhore, on ſbore, and obliged the Captain 
to run the ſhip in directly for the land, where the 5th 
day after, ſhe ſunk with her ſtores and all her furniture 
on beard her, but the remainder of the crew, whom 
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nger and 7 * had ſpared, to the number of fout 
undred, got ſafe on ſhare. 3 
From this account of the adventures and cataſtrophe. 
the Guipuſcoa we may form ſome conjecture of the 
banner in which the Hermiona was loft, and of the 
iſtreſſes indured by the three remaining * of the 
quadron, which got into the river of Plate, Theſe laſt 
eing in great want of maſts, yards, rigging, and all 
ind of naval ſtores, and having no ſupply at Buenos 
Hres, nor in any other of their ſettlements, Pizarro diſ- 
atched an advice-boat with a letter of credit to Rio Ja- 
eiro, to purchaſe what was wanting from the Portugueſe, 
e, at the ſame time, ſent an expreſs acroſs the conti- 
zent to San Jago in Chili, to be thence forwarded to 
he Viceroy of Peru, informing him of the difaſters that 
ad befallen his ſquadron, and deſiring a remittance of 
oo, ooo dollars from the royal cheſts at Lima, to enable 
Wim to victual and refit his remaining ſhips, that he might 
We again in a condition to attempt the paſſage to the Sourb- 
ſeas, as ſoon as the ſeaſon of the year ſhould be more fa- 
7ourable. It is mentioned by the Spaniards as a moſt ex- 
raordinary circumſtance, that the Indian charged with 
his exprets (though it was then the depth of winter, when 
he Cordilleras are eſteemed impaſſable on account of the 
now), was only thirteen days in his journey from Buenos 
ſyres to San Jage in Chili ; though theſe places are diſ- 
ant three hundred Spaniſh leagues, near forty of which 
are amongſt the ſnows and precipices of the Cordilleras. 
The return to this diſpatch of Pizarro's from the 
iceroy of Peru was no ways favourable ; inſtead of 
200,000 dollars, the fum demanded, the Viceroy re- 
itted him only 100,000, telling him, it was with 
great difficulty he was able to procure him even that: 
Though even the inhabitants at Lima, who conſidered 
he preſence of Pizarro as abſolutely neceſſary to their 
ſecurity. were much diſcontented at this procedure, and 
id not fail to affert, that it was not the want of Money, 
ut the intereſted views of ſome of the Viceroy's con 
dents, that prevented Pizarro from having the whole 
lum he had aſked for. * 
The advice boat ſent to Rio Janeiro alſo executed her 
ommiſſion, but imperfectly; for though ſhe . 
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back a conſiderable quantity of pitch, tar, and cordage, 
yet ſhe: could Nor. procure * maſts or yards 1992 
an additional misfortune, H. was difappointed- q 
ſome maſts he expected from Paragugy ; for a carpenter, 
whom he entruſted with a large e money, and had 
ſent there to cut maſts, inſtead of proſecuting the buks 
neſs he was employed in, had martied in the country, 
and refuſed to return. e bf removing the maſte 
of the Eſperanza into the Afea, and making uſe of what 
ſpore cont and. yards they had Ae, 1 made a 
ff to refit the Afia and St. Eftevan.' And in the 
Ogebtr following, Pizarro was preparing to put to ſes 
with Fan — ſhips, in order 5 atlcropt the | 
roung orn, a ſecond time; but , Eftevan,.in 
oming down the river of Plate, ran on a ſhoal, and beat 
off her rudder, on which, and other damages ſhe received, 
ſhe was condemned and broke up, and Axarro in the Aja 
E to ſea without her. Having now the ſummes 
fore him, and the winds favourable, no doubt was 
made of his having a fortunate and ſpeedy paſſage ; but 
being off Cape Horn, and going right before the wind 


in very Moderate weather, though in a N by 
1 


ſome miſconduct of the officer of the watch the ſhip roll- 
ed away her maſts, and was a ſecond time obliged to 
put back to the river of Hate in great diſtrees. 
The Aa having conſiderably. ſuffered in this ſecond 
unfortunate expedition, the Eſperanza, which had been 
left behind at Monte Fedio, was ordered to be refitted, the 
command of her being given to Mindinuetta, who was Cap- 
tain of the Guipuſcoa, when ſhe was loſt. He, in the No 
vember of the ſucceeding year, that is, in Nowember 174% 
failedfrom the river of Plate for the South-Seas; and arrived 
ſaſe om the coaſt of Chili; where his Commodore Figaro 
paſſing over land from Buenos Ayres, met him. There were 
great animoſities and conteſts. between theſe two gentle: 
men at their meeting, occaſioned principally by the. claim 
of Pizarro to command the Eſperanza, which Mindinuetta 
had brought round: For Mindinuetta refuſed to deliver her 
up to him; inſiſting that as he came into the South-Seas 
alone, and under no ſuperior, it was not now in the 
power of Pizarra to —— that authority, which he 
had ence parted with. However the Preſident of Chil 
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terpoſing, and declaring for Pizarro, Mindinuetta, af- 

r a long and obſtinate ſtruggle, was obliged to ſubmit. 

But Pizarro had not yet 'completed the ſeries of his 

dventures; 2 Pen e ng AS ö N came back 
land from Chili to Buenos Ayres, in the year 1745. 

dey found at Monte Vedio. the Af, which | 9 hoes 

gars before they had left there. This ſhip they reſoly- 
1, if poſſible, to catry to Europe, and with this view they 
fried her in the beſt manner be could: But their 
eat difficult) was to prog re a ſufficient number of 
ands to navigate her, for all the remaining ſailors. of 
e ſquadron to be met with in the neighbourhood of 
uen»s Ayres did not amount to a hundred men, They 
deavoured to ſupply this defect by preſſing,many of 
je inhabitants of Buenss Ayres, and putting on board 
fides all the Engliſh priſoners then in their cuſtody, to- 
ether with a number of Portugueſe ſmugglers, which 
hey had taken at different times, and | ſome, of the x- 
ans of the country. Among theſe laſt there was a 
hief and ten of his followers, which had been ſutpriz- 
by a party of Spaniſb ſoldiers about three months be- 
re. The name of this Chief was Orellana, he be- 
nged to a very,powerful Tribe, which had committed 
eat ravages in the neighbourhood of Buenos res. 
ith this motley crew (all of them, except the European 
baniards, extremely averſe to the voyage) boar 
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il from Monte Vedio in the river of Hate, about the 
zginning of November 1745, and the native Spaniards, 
ing no ſtrangers to the diſſatisfaction of their forced 
en, treated both thoſe, the Engliſo priſoners and the 
dians, with great inſolence and barbarity ;, but more 
rticularly the Indians, for it was common for. the 
Weaneſt officer in the ſhip to beat them moſt, cruelly on 
e ſlighteſt pretences, and oftentimes oaly to exert their 
periority. Orellana and his followers, though in ap- 
arance ſufficiently patient and ſubmiſſive, meditated 
levere revenge for all theſe inhumanities. As he con- 
rſed very well in Spaniſh, (theſe: Indians having in time 
peace a great intercourſe with Buenos Ayres) he af- 
Qed to talk with ſuch of the Engliſh as underſtood 
at language, and ſeemed very delirous of being in- 
rmed how many Engliſhmen there were on board, and 
| C | which 
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26 enn | 
which, they were. As he knew that the Fngliſh well 
as much. enemies to the Spaniards as himſelf, he b 
_ doubtleſs an intention of diſcloſing his purpoſes to then 
and making them partners in the ſcheme he had pr 
jected for revenging his wrongs, and recovering bia 
rty ; but having founded them at a diſtance, and ni 
finding them fo precipitate and vindictive as he expet 
ed, he proceeded no further with them, but reſolved 
truſt alone to the reſolution of his ten faithful follower 
_ Theſe, it ſhould ſeem, readily engaged to obſerve h 
directions, and to execute whatever commands he gay 
them; and __ agreed on the meaſures neceflary 
be taken, they firſt furniſhed themſelves ' with Du 
kEnives ſharp at the point, which, being the coma 
_*knives uſed in the ſhip, they found no difficulty in pr 
curing : Beſides this, they employed their leiſure in 
cretly cutting out en raw hides, of which th 
were great numbers on board, and in fixing to each en 
of theſe thongs the double-headed ſhot of the find 
quarter-deck guns; this, when ſwung round their heac 
according to the practice of their country, was a mt 
miſchievous weapon, in the uſe of which the Indie 
about Buenos Ayres are trained from their infancy, al 
conſequently are extremely expert, Theſe particula 
being in good forwardneſs, the execution of their ſchen 
Was perhaps precipitated by a particular outrage coi 
mitted on Orellana himſelf. For one of the Office 
who was a very brutal fellow, ordered Orellana ald 
' which being what he was incapable of performing, 
Officer, under pretence of his diſobedience, beat him wil 
ſuch violence, that he left him bleeding on the deck, a 
ſtupified for ſome time with his bruiſes and wound 
This uſage undoubtedly heightened his thirſt for reveng 
and made him eager and impatient, till the means( 
"executing it were in his power; ſo that within a d 
or two after this incident, he and his followers open 
their deſperate reſolves in the enſuing manner. 
It was about nine in the evening, when many of 
principal Officers were on the quarter- deck, indulging 
the freſhneſs' of the night air; the waſte of the ſhip 
filled with live cattle, and the forecaſtle was manned vi 
its cuſtomary watch. Ore!lana and his companions, u 
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coyer of the night, having prepared their weapons, 
WW: hrown: off their trouzets and the more cumbrous 
t of their dreſs, came all together on the quarter- 
k, and drew towards the door of the great cabin. 
\e Boatſwain immediately reprimanded them, and or- 
ed them to be gone. On this Orellana ſpoke to his 
Jowers' in his native language, when four of them 
w off, two towards each gangway, and the Chief 
the ſix remaining Indians ſeemed to be ſlowly quit- 
g the quarter - deck. W ben the detached Indians bad 
en poſſeſſion | of; the: gangway; Orellana placed his 
ds hollow to his mouth, and bellowed out the war- 
uſed by thoſe ſavages, which is ſaid to be the harſh- 
and moſt terrifying ſound known in nature. This 
eous yell was the — for beginning the maſſacre: 


r on this they all drew their knives, and brandiſhed 
ir prepared double-headed ſhot, and the fix with their 
jef, which remained on the quarter deck, immediate 
fell on the Spaniards, who! were intermingled with 
m, and laid near forty of them at their feet, of which 
dve twenty were killed on the ſpot, and the reſt dif- 


2d. Many of the Officers, in the beginning of the 
ult, puſhed into the great cabin, where they put 
the lights, and barricadoed the door. And of tbe 
r had avoided. the firſt fury of the Indians, 
e endeavoured. to eſcape along the gang ways into 
forecaſtle, but 9 placed —— —58 — 
dbved the greateſt part of them, as they attempted to 
s by, or forced them off the gangways into the waſte. 
hers threw themſelves voluntarily over the berricadoes 
d the waſte, and thought themſelves happy to lie con- 
led amongſt the cattle ; but the greateſt part eſcaped 
the main ſhrouds, and ſheltered themſelves either in 
tops or rigging. And; though the Indians attacked 
y the quarter-deck, yet the watch in the forecaſtle 
hing their communication cut; off, and being terriied 
the wounds of the few, who, not being killed on the 
t, had ſtrength ſufficient to force their paſſage along 
gangways, and not knowing either who their ene- 
s were, or what were their numbers, they likewiſe 
e all over for loſt, and in great confuſion ran up into 
rigging of the fore-maſt and bowſprit. 
C 2 Thus 
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Thus tbeſe eleven Indians, with a reſolution perks 
without example, poſſe ſſed themſelves almoſt in an 
ſtant of the quarter-deck of a ſhip mounting ſixty- 
guns, with a crew of near five hundred men, and ce 
tinued in peaceable poſſeſſion of this poſt a confideral} 
time. For the. officers. in the great cabin, (among 
whom were Pizarro and Mindinuetta) the crew betwet 
decks, and thoſe who had eſeaped into the tops and ry 
ging, were only anxious for their own fafety, and 
for a long time incapable of forming any projet for ſy 
preſfing the inſurtection, and recovering the poſſeſſe 
of the ſhip. It is true the yells of the Judians;' th 
groans of the wounded, and the confuſed clamour 
the crew, all heightened by the obſcurity of the nig 
had at firſt greatly magnified their danger, and had fille 
them with imaginary terrors, which. darkneſs, diſords 
and ignorance of the real firength of an enemy nen 
fail to produce. For as the Spaniards. were: ſenſible: 
the diſaffection of their preſt hands, and were alſo co 
ſcious of their batbarity to their priſoners; they in 
gined their conſpiracy was general, and conſidem 
their on deſtruction as inevitable; ſo that, it is fail 
ſome of them had once taken the refojution-. of , leapiy 

into the ſea, but were prevented by their companions; 
However, when the Indians had entirely:cleared 
quarter-deck, the tumult in a great meaſure» ſubſideſ 
thoſe, who had eſcaped, were kept ſilent by theit ſe 
and the Indians were incapable of purſuing them to 
new the diſorder. Orelluna, when he ſaw himſelf ma 
ter of the quarter-deck, broke open the arm cheſt, | 
on a flight ſuſpicion of mutiny, had been ordered ther 
a few days betore, as to a place of the greateſt ſecuni. 
Here he took it for granted, he ſhould find cutlaſſes (uf 
cient for himſelf and his companions, in the uſe of -whid 
weapon they were all extremely ſkiltul, and with the 
it was magined, they propoſed to have forced the gre 
cabin: But on opening the cheſt, there appeared nothin 
but fire- arms, Which to them were of no ute. Then 
were indeed cutlaſſes in the cheſt, but they were bid! 
the fire-arms being laid over them. This was a ſenſi 
difappointment to them, and by this time Pizarro 
nis Companions in the great cabin were cr 
* ye 1 
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rfing aloud, through. the cabin windows, and port- 
les, with thoſe in the gun-room and between decks, 
d from hence they learnt, that the Engi (whom they 
mcipally ſuſpe&ed) were all ſafe below, and had not 
\termeddled in this motiny ; and by other particulars 
hey at laſt diſcovered, that none | were concerned in it 
t Orellana-and his people. On this Fiaarre and the 
Yhcers reſolved to attack them on the quarter-deck, 
fore any of the diſcontemed on board ſhould: fo far 
cover their firſt furprize; as to reflect on the ſacility 
d certainty of ſeizing the ſhip by a junction with the 
dians in the pre ſent emergency. With this view R- 
ro got together what arms were in the cabin, and 
iſtriduted them to thoſe who were with him: But there 
ere no other fire-arms to be met with but piſtols. and 
or theſe they had neither powdespor ball. However, 
aving now ſettled a correſpondent with the gun- room, 
hey lowered down a bucket out of the cabin- window, 
nto which the gunner, out of one of the guo-room 
dorts, put a quantity of piſto|-cartridges. When they 
ad thus procured ammunition, and had loaded their 
iſtols, they fet the cabin-door partly epen, «nd fired 
ome ſhot amongft the Indians on the. quarter-deck, at 
rſt without effect. But at laſt Adaniinuette, whom we. 
ave often mentioned, had the good | fortune to ſhoot. 
Drelluna dead on the ſpot ; on which his faitbful compa- 
ions, abandoning all thoughts of farther reſiſtance, in- 
antly leaped into the ſea, where they every man pe - 
hed, Thus was this. inſurrection *quelled, and the 
oſſeſſion of the quarter- deck regained, after it had been 
ull two. hours in the power of this great and daripg 
bief, and his gallant and unhappy, counzymen. 
Pizarro having eſcaped this tmivinent/ peril ſteered for 
Lurope, and arrived fafe on the coaſt of Galicia in the 
beginning of the year 1746, after having been abſent be- 
ween four and five years. and having, by his attendance 
n our expedition, diminiſhed the naval power of Spain 
above threethouſand hands, (the flower of their ſail- 
ts) and by four conſiderable ſhips of war and a Patache. 
For we have ſeeh, that the Her miona foundered at ſea ; 
the Gripuſcon was ſtranded;' and unk ;on- the: coaſt of 
Prazil ; the'St; Eflevan was cohdemned; and broke up 
| 0 in 
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in the river of Plate ; and the Eſperanza being leſt in 
the South-Seas, is doubtleſs by this time incapable of re, 
turning to Spain. So that the Aa only, with!leſs thay 
one hundred hands, may be conſidered as all the'remaig 
of that ſquadron, with which Pizarro firſt put to ſes 
And whoever attends to the very large proportion, which 
this ſquadron bore to the whole: navy of Spain, will, 
believe, confeſs, that had our undertaking been attended 
with no other advantages than that of ruining ſo greata 
part of the ſea-force of ſo dangerous an enemy, thy 
alone would be a ſufficient — — for our equipment, 
and an inconteſtable proof of the ſervice, which iht 
Nation has thence received. Having thus concluded ti 
ſummary of Pizarro's adventures. I ſhall now return io 
the narration of our own tranſaQions. 1 1 99 

FS ” |; int gen 
Cu Ar. IV. From Madeira to §t. Catherine's. 


1 HAVE already mentioned, that on the 3d of Ns 
vember we weighed from Madeira, after orders had 
been given to the . 9 to rendezvous at St. Jags, 
one of the Cape de Verd Iſlands, in caſe the ſquadron 
was ſeparated. But the next day, when we were got 
to ſea, the Commodore, conſidering that the feaſon was 
far advanced, and that touching at St. Jago would create 
a new delay, he for this reaſon thought proper to altet 
his rendezvous, and to appoint the Iſland of St. Cathe 


ines on the coaſt of Brazil, io be the firſt place io which 


the ſhips of the ſquadron were to repair in caſe of ſepi- 
ration, [3373 (0 $1 £9331< 205.20 1#ITLLES3 $1 O (1-410 
In our paſſage to: the Iſland of St. Catherine's, we 
ſound the direction of the trade-winds to differ conſide 
rably from what we had reaſon te expect, both from 
the general hiſtories given of theſe winds, and the expe- 
rience of former Navigators. For the learned Dr. Halley, 
in his account of the trade-winds, which take place in 
the Ethiopic and Atlantic Ocean, tells us, that from the 
latitude of 28 N. to the latitude of 10 N, there is 5 
nerally a freſh gale of N. E. wind, which towards 
African fide rarely comes to the eaſtward of E. N. E, or 
aſſes to the northward of N. N. E: But on the American 
ide, the wind is ſomewhat more eaſterly, though moſt 
| commonly 
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ommonly even there it is a point or two to the notth- 
ward of the Eaſt: That from 10 N. to 49 N, the calins _ 
and tornadoes take place; and from 40 N. to 300 8, the 
winds are generally and perpetually between the South 
and the Eaſt. This account we Nah to have verified 
by our own experience ; but we found couſiderable va- 
nations from it, both in reſpect to the ſteadineſs of the 
winds, and the quarter from whence they blew. For 
though we met with a N. E. wind about the latitude of - 
289 N, yet from the latitude of 25% to the Jatitude of 
180 N, the wind was never once t@ the northward of the 
Eaſt, but on the contrary, almoſt conſtantly to the ſouth- 
ward of it. However, from thence to the latitude of 
6%: 20 N, we had it uſually to the northward of the 
nia Eaſt, though not entirely, it having for a ſhort time 
changed to E. S. E. From hence, to about 4* 46 N, 
the weather was very unſettled; ſometimes the wind 
| was N, E. then changed to S. E, and ſometimes we had 
a dead calm, attended with ſmall rain and lightning. 
After this the wind continued almoſt invariably between 
the S. and E, to the latitude of-“: 30'S; and then 
again as invariably between the N. and E, to the latitude 
of 159: 308; then E. and S. E, to 210: 37 8. But 
after this, even to the latitude of 270: 44 g the wind 
was never once between the S. and the F. though we 
bad it at times in all the other quarters of the compaſs. 
But this laſt circuniſtance may be in ſome meaſure ac- 
counted for from our approach to the main continent of 
the Brazils. I mention not theſe particulars with a view 
of cavilling at the received accounts of theſe tradc- 
winds, which I doubt not are in general ſufficiently ac- 
curate; but | thought it a watter worthy of public notice, 
that ſuch deviations from the eſtabliſhed rules do ſome- 
times take place. This obſervation may not only be of 
ſervice to Navigators, by putting them on their guard 
againſt theſe hitherto unexpected irregularities, but may 
perhaps contribute to the ſolution of that great queſtion 
about the cauſes of trade-winds, and monſoons, a queſ- 
tion, which, in my opinion, has not been hitherto diſ- 
cuſſed with that clearneſs and accuracy, which its im- 
portance (whether it be conſidered as a naval or philo- 
lophical inquiry) ſeems to demand, 8 * 
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decks ; but that their ſhips were ſo deep, they could not 


| ſhip, in ſuch places where they would leaſt weaken it. 


be ſuppoſed, that the motives of humanity weile inſuffi- 
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On the 16th of November, one of our Victuallers made 
a ſignal to ſpeak, with the Commodore, and we ſhotten- 
ed fail for her to come up with us. The Maſter came 
on board, and acquainted Mr. Anſon, that he had com- 
lied with the terms of his charter - party, and defired to 
be unloaded and diſmiſſed. Mr. Anſon, on conſulting 
the Captains of the ſquadron, found all the ſhips bad 
ſtill ſuch quantities of proviſion, between their decks, 
and were withal ſo deep, that they could not without 
difficulty take in their ſeveral proportions of brardy from 
the Indufiry Pink, one of the ViQuallers, only: And con- 
ſequently he was obliged to continue the other of them, 
the Anna Fink, in the ſervice of attending the ſquadron, 
And the next day the Commodore made a ſignal for the 
ſhips to bling to, and to take on board their ſhares of 
the brandy from the Induſiry Pink; and in this, the 
long boats of the ſquadron were employed the three fol- 
lowing days, that is, till the 19th in the evening, when 
the Pink being unloaded, ſhe parted company with us, 
being bound for Barbadboes, there to take in a freight for 
England, Moſt of the Officers of the ſquadron took the 
opportunity of writing to their friends at home by this 
ſhip; but ſhe was afterwards, as I have been ſince in- 
tormed, unhappily taken by the Spaniards, _ 
On the zcth of Nowember, the Captains of the ſqua- 
dron repreſented to the Commodore, that their ſhips 
companies were very ſickly, and that it was their own 
opinion as, well as their ſurgeons, that it would tend 40 
the preſervation of the men to let in more air between 
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poſſibly open their lower ports. On this repreſentation, 
the Commodore ordered (1x air ſcuttles to be cut in each 


And on this occaſion I cannot but obſerve, how much 
it is the duty of all thoſe, who either by office or autho- 
rity, have any influence in the direction of our naval 
affairs, to attend to this important article, the preſerys- 
tion of the lives and health of our ſeamen. If it could 


cient for this purpoſe, yet policy, and a regard to the 
ſucceſs of our arms, and the intereſt and honour of each 
particular Commander, ſhould naturally lead us — 

caretu 
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careful and impartial examination. of every probable. 
method propoſed for maintaining a ſhip's crew in health 
and vigour. But hath this been always done ? Haye the 
ate invented plain and obvious methods of keeping our 
ſhips ſweet and clean, by a conſtant ſupply of freſh, air. 
been conſidered with that candour and temper, Which 
the great benefits promiſed hereby ought naturally to 
have inſpired ? On the contrary, have not thefe ſalutary 
ſchemes been often treated with neglect and contempt ? 
And have not ſome of thoſe who have been entruſted 
with ex rimenting their effects, been guilty of the moſt 
indeſenſible partiality, in the accounts they have given 
of theſe trials ? Indeed, it muſt be confeſſed, that many 
diſtinguiſhed perſons, both in the direction and com- 
mand of our fleets, have exerted themſelves on theſe 
occaſions with a judicious and diſpaſſionate examination, 
becoming the intereſting nature of the inquiry; but the 
wonder 1s, that any could be found irrational enough to 
act a contrary part, in deſpight of the ſtrongeſt dictates 
of prudence and humanity, I muſt however own, that 
do not believe this conduct to have ariſen from mo- 
tives ſo ſavage, as the firſt reſſe Gion thereon does natu- 


rally ſuggeſt ; But I rather; unpute it to an obſtinate, 
and, in tome degree, ſuperſtitious attachment to ſuch- _ 
practices as have been long eſtablithed, and to a ſetiled 
contempt and hatred of all kinds of innovations, eſpe- 
cally ſuch as are * by landmen and perſons re- 


iding on ſhore. But let us return from, this, I hope, 
not impertinent digreſſion. 1 51 kat Jac: 

We croſſed the equinoctial with a ſine freſh; gale at 
S. E, on Friday the 28th of Member, at four ih the 
morning, being then in the longitude of 270 f W. 
from London. And on the 2d of December, in the morn- 
ing, we ſa wa fail in the N. W. quarter, and made the 
Glauceſter's and Tryal's ſignals to chaſe ; and half an hour 
after, we let out our reets and chaſed with the ſquadron z.. 
and about noon a fignal was, made for the Hager to take 
our remaining ViQualler, the Ana Pint, in tow. But 
at ſeven in the evening, finding we did not gear the 
chace, and that the Mager was very far*a-ſtern; we 
ſhortened ſail, and made a ſignal for the cruisets to join 
the ſquadron. The next day but one we again diſco- 
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vered a fail; which, on a nearer approach, we judged tu 


be the ſame veſſel. We ſchaſed her the whole day, and 
though we rather gained upon her, yet night came on 


before we could overtake her, and obliged us to tive 
over the chace, to collect our ſcatteted ſquadron- We 
were much chagrined at the eſcape of this veſſel, as we 
then apprehended her to be an advice- boat ſent ſrom Ojd 
Spain to Buenos Ayres, with notice of our expedition. 
But we have ſince learnt, that we were ee in this 
conjeQure, and that it was our Faft-India Co 's 
Packet bound to St. Helena. G 1 _—Y N 

On the 1oth of December, being by our accounts in 
the latitude of 200 S8. and 360: 3of longitude Weſt from 
London, the Tryal fired a gun to denote ſoundings. We 
immediately ſounded, and found ſixty fathom water, the 
bottom coarſe ground with broken ſhells. The 75a 
being a-head of us, had at one time thirty-ſeven fathom; 
which afterwards increaſed to 9o : and then ſhe found 
no bottom, which happened to us at our ſecond) trial, 


though we ſounded with a hundred and fiſty fathom of 


Line. This is the ſhoal which is laid down in moſt: 
charts by the name of the Abrollos ; and it appeared we 
were upon the very edge of it; perhaps farther in, it 
_—_ be extremely dangerous. We were then, by our 
different accounts, from ninety to ſixty leagues Eaſt of 
the coaſt of Brazil. The next day but one we ſpoke 
with a Portugueſe Brigantine from Rio Janeiro, bound to 
Bahia del todos Santos, who informed us that we were 
thirty-four leagues from Cape St. Thomas, and forty 
leagues from Cape Frio, which laſt bore from us W. 8. 
W. By our accounts we were near eighty leagues 
from Cape Frio; and though, on the information of 
this Brigantine, we altered our courſe, and ſtood more 
to the — yet by our coming in with the land 
afterwards, we were fully convinced that our reckoning 
was much correQer than our Portugueſe intelligence. 

found a conſiderable current ſetting to the touth- 
ward, after we had paſſed the latitude of 16® 8. And 
the ſame took place all along the coaſt of Brazil, and 
even to the ſouthward of the river of Plate, it amount- 
ing ſometimes to thirty miles in twenty-four hours, and 
once to above forty miles. | | 1 
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If this current is occaſioned (as it is moſt probable) 
by the running of the water, accumulated on the coaſt 
of Brazil, by the conſtant ſweeping of the eaſtern trade- 
wind over the Ethiopic Ocean, then it is moſt natural to 
ſuppoſe, that its general courſe is determined by the 
bearings of the adjacent ſhore. Perhaps too, in almeſt 
every other inſtance of current, the fame may hold true, 
as | believe no examples occur of conſiderable currents 
being obſerved at any great diſtance from land. If this 
then could be laid down for a general principle, it would 
be always eaſy to correct the reckoning by the obſerved” 
latitude. But it were much to be wiſhed, for the gene- 
ral intereſts of navigation, that the actual ſettings of the © 
different currents which are known to take place in vari- 
ous parts of the world, were examined more frequently 
and accurately than hitherto appears to have been done. 
We now began to grow impatient for a fight of land, 
both for the recovery of our ſick, and for the refreſn- 
ment and ſecurity of thoſe who as yet continued healthi- 
er. When we departed from St. Helen's, we were in 
ſo good a condition, that we ſoſt but two men on board 
the Centurion, in our long paſſage to Madeira. But in 
this preſent run between Madeira and St, Catherine's we. 
have been very fickly, ſo that many died, and great 
numbers were confined to their hammocks, both in our 
own ſhip, and the reſt of the ſquadron, and ſeveral of 
thoſe paſt hopes of recovery. The diſorders they in- 
general labour under are ſuch as are common top the 
hot climates, and what moſt ſhips' bound to the ſouth- 
ward experience in a greater or leſs degree. Theſe are - 
thoſe kind of fevers which they call Calentures: a dif- 
eaſe, which was not only terrible in its firſt inſtance, but 
even the remains of it often proved fatal to thoſe who 
conſidered themſelves as recovered from it: For it al- 
ways left thent in a very weak and helpleſs congition, 
and uſually afflicted with fluxes and teneſmus's. And 
by our continuance at ſea all our complaints were every 
| day increaſing, fo that 'it was with great joy that we b 
| diſcovered the coaſt of Brazil on the 16th of December, "4 
at ſeven in the morning | 7 42: 5 = 
| The coaſt of Brazil appeared high and mountainous- 
and, extending from the W. to W. 8. W. and when we. 
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fi ſaw it, it was about ſeventeen leagues diſtant, Al 
noon. we perceived a lou double land, bearing W. S. W. 
about ten leagues diſtant, which we took to be the iſſand 
of St. Catherine's. That afternoon arid the next morg- 
ing, the wind being N. N. W. we gained very little to 
windward, and were apprehenſive of being driven to 
the leeward of the [land ; but a little before. noon, the 
next day, the wind came about to the ſouthward, and 
enabled us to ſteer in between the North youre of St, Ca- 
therine's, and the neighbouring Iſland of A. voredo. As 
we ſtood in for the land, we bad regular ſoundings gra- 
dually decreaſing, from thirty-ſix to twelve ſathom, all 
muddy-ground. In this laſt depth of water we let go 
our anchor at five o'clock in the evening of the 18th, 
the North Weſt point of the Iſland of St. Catherine's 
bearing 8. 8. W. diſtant three miles; and the Iſland of 
Aiwnredo N. N. E. diſtant two 1 Here we found 
the tide to ſet 8. S. E. and N. N. W. at the rate of two 
knots, the tide of flood coming from the ſouthward. 
We could from our ſhips obſerve two fortifications at a 
conſiderable diſtance within us, which ſeemed deſigned to 
prevent the paſſage of an enemy between the Ihand of 
St. Catherine's and the main. And we could ſoon per- 
ceive that our ſquadron bad alarmed the coaſt, for we 
ſaw the two forts hoiſt their colours, and fire ſeveral guns, 
which we ſuppoſed to be intended for aſſembling the in- 
habitants. 7 o prevent any confuſion, the Commodore 
immediately ſent a boat with an officer on ſhore, to 
compliment the Governor, and to defire a Pilot to carry 
us into the road. The Governor returned a very civil 
anſwer, and ordered us a Pilot, On the morning of the 
20th we weighed an! ſtood in, and towards noon the 
Pilot came on board us, who, the ſame afternoon, brought 
us to an anchor in five fathom and an half, in a lar 
commodious bay on the continent fide, called by, the 
French Bon Port. In ſtanding from our laſt anchorage 
to this place, we every where found an ouzy bottom, 
with a depth of water firſt regularly decreaſing to five 
fathom, and then increaſing to ſeven, after which we had 
fix and five fathom alternately. The next morning we 
weighed again with the ſquadron, in order to get above 


the two fortifications we have mentioned, which are ay 
0 
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4 the caſtles of Santa Cris and St. Finn. And now the 
ſoundings between the arid and ie Main were four,” 


ive and fix fathom with mugdy gtound, As we paffect b 
the caſtle of Sama Crufs we ſaluted it will eleven guns, 


} 


and were anſwered by an equal number; and at one in 
the aſternoon, the ſquadron came to an anchor in five fa- 
thom and a half, the Governor's Ifland bearing N. N. 
W. St. Juar's eaſtle N. E. # E. and the Ifland of St. An- 
zonio South. In this poſition we mobred at the Hand of 
St. Catherine's on Sunduy the 21ſt of December, the whole 
{quadron being, as I have already mentioned, ſickly, and 
in great want of refreſhnients : Both which inconveni- 
encies we hoped to have ſoon removed at this fertlement, 


celebrated by former Navigators for its healthineſs and 


proviſions, and for the freedom, indulgence, and friendly. 


aſſiſtance there given to the fps of al European Nations, | 


in amity with the Crown of tugal. | n 


6579 1421.4) 
CHaP, V. Proceedings at St. Catherine's, and a deſcription ' 
UR firſt care, after having mobred our ſhips, was 
to ſend our ſick men on ſhore, each ſhip being or- 


dered by the Commodore to ert ct two tents for that pur- 


poſe : One of them for the reception of the diſeaſed, and 
the other for the accommodation of the ſurgeon and his 

aſſitants. We ſent about eighty fick from the Centurion, 
and the other ſhips I believe fent neatly as many, in pro- 
portion to the number of their hands. As foon as we 
had perforined this neceſſary dury, we ſcraped our decks, 

and ga ve our ſhip a —— cleatifing ; then ſmoaked it 

between decks, and after al 

vinegar. Theſe operations were extremely nece ſſary for 


correQing the noiſome ſtench on board, and deſtroy ing 
the vernin; 'for from the nat ber of our men, and the 


heat of the climate, both theſe nuiſances had increaſed 


upon us to # very loathſome degree, and befides being | 
moſt intolerably offenſive, they were doubtlefs in ſome 


ſort productive of the ſickneſs we had laboured under for 
a conſiderable time before our arrival at this iſland. | 
Our next employment was wooding and watering our 


ſquadron, caulking our ſhips fides and decks, overbaling 


our 


37 


wathed every part well with | 


N 
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our rigging, and ſecuring our maſts againſt the tempeſtu- 
ous weather, we were in all probability to meet with in 


our paſſage round Cape Horn, in ſo advanced and incon- 


venient a ſeaſon. But before I engage in the particulars 
of theſe tranſaQions it will not be improper to give ſome 
account of the preſent ſtate of this Iſland of St. Cathe- 
rine's, and the neighbouring country; both as the cir- 
cumſtances of this place are now greatly changed from 
what they were in the time of former writers, and as 
theſe changes laid us under many more difficulties. and 
perplexities than we had reaſon to expect, or than other 
Britiſh ſhips, hereafter bound ta the Sourh-Seas, may per- 
_ think it prudent to ſtruggle with. "EE 7 8 


2 ! 
his Iſland is eſteemed by the natives to be no where 
above two leagues in breadth, though about nine in 
length; it hes in 49®: 45 of Weſt longditude from Landon, 


and extends from the South latitude of 27 45', to that 


of 289. Although it be a conſiderable height. yet it is 
ſcarce diſcernible at the diſtance of ten leagues, being 


then obſcured under the continent of Brazil, whoſe moun- 


tains are exceeding high ; but on a nearer approach it is 


eaſy to be-diſtinguiſhed, and may be readily known by 
a number of ſinall Iſlands lying at each end, and ſcat- 


tered along the Faſt fide of it. Frezier has given a 
draught of this I0and, of St. Catherine's, and the neigh- 


bouring coaſt, and the minuter iſles adjacent; but be has: 


by miſtake called the Iſland of Alworedo the Ile de Gal, 
whereas the true Iſle de Gal lies ſeven. or eight miles 


to the North-weſtward. of it, and is much ſmaller. He 
has alſo called an Iſland to the ſouthward of St. Carhe- 
rine's, Alvoredo, and has omitted the Iſland Maſagura; in 


- 


other reſpects his plan is ſufficiently exact. 
The No 


dle of the Iſland the harbour is contracted by two points 
of land to a narrow channel, no more than a quarter 


of a mile broad; and to defend this paffage, a battery 
was erecting on the point of land on the Iſland ſide, - 


But this ſeems to be a very uſeleſs work, as the channel 


has no more than two fathom water, and conſequently | 


+5 


orth entrance of the harbour is in breadth about 

five miles, and the diſtance from thence to the Iſland. of 
St. Antonio is eight miles, and the courſe. from the en- 
trance to St. Antonio is 8. 8. W. 4 W. About the mid- 


—m— © - 


a> © @® © © © 


ROUND THE WORLD. 39 


« navigable. only for barks and boats, and therefore. 
ems to ba a paſſage that an enemy could have no, 
nducement to attempt, eſpecially as the common paſ- 
age at the North-end of the Iſland: is ſo broad and ſafe, 
hat no ſquadron can be prevented from coming in by 
any of their fortifications, hen the ſea breeze is made. 
However the Brigadier Don Jaſe Sylva. de Fax, the Go- 

ernor of this ſettlement, is eſteemed an expert Engi 
neer, and he doubtleſs underſtands one branch of his bu - 
ſineſs very well, which is the advantages which new 

orks bring to thoſe who, are entruſted with the care of 
erecting them: For beſides the battery mentioned above, 
there are three other forts carrying on ſor the defence of 
the harbour, none of Which are yet completed. The 
firſt of theſe called St. Juan, is built on a point of St. 
Catherine's, near Parrot Iſland; the ſecond, in form of a 
half moon, is on the Iſland of Autonio; and the third, 
which ſeems to be the chief, and bas ſome appearance 


nent, where the Governor reſide s. 
The ſoil of. the Iſland is truly luxuriant, producing 


covered over with one continued foreſt of trees of a per- 
petual verdure, which, from the exuberance of the ſoil, 
are ſo entangled with briars, thorns, and underwood, as 
to form a thicket abſolutely impenetrable, except. by 
ſome narrow pathways which the inhabitants have made 
for their own convenience. Theſe, with a few ſpots 
cleared for plantations along the ſhore facing the con- 
tinent, are the only uncovered parts of the Ifland. The 
woods are extremely fragrant, from the many aromatic 
trees and ſhrubs with which they abound ; and the fruits 
and vegetables of all climares thrive bere, almoſt without 
culture, and are to be procured in great plenty; ſo that 
here is no want of pine- apples, peaches, grapes, oranges, 
lemons, citrons, melons, apricots, nor plantains. There ; 
are beſides great abundance of two other productions 
of no {mall conſideration for a fea-ſtore, I mean onions. 
and potatoes. The proviſions of other kinds are how- 
ever inferior to their yegetables : There are ſmall wild 
cattle to be purchaſed, ſomewhat like buffaloes, but theſe. 
are very indifferent ſood, their fleſh being of a looſe 
contexture, 


of a regular fortification, is on an Iſland near the conti- 


ſruits of moſt kinds ſpontaneouſly; and the ground is 
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it begins to purge itſelf and ſtinłs moſt intolerably, and 
is ſoon covered over with a green ſcum: But this, in a 
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contexture, and generally of à diſa 


they feed. Theile are likewife great plenty of pꝓbes 
cd but they are much inferior — 
have in England. The other proviſions of ihe place 
are monkeys, parrots, and fiſh of varibus ſorts, which 
abound in the harbour, and are all exceeding good, and 
are eaſily catched, for there are a. great number of ſaull 
ſandy bays very convenient for hauling the Scyne.. 
The water both of the Iſland and the o 


Thames. For after it has been in the cafk a day or to 


few days, ſubſides to the boom, and leaves the water 
as clear as cryſtal, and perfectly ſweet. The. French 
(who during the Sowh Sea trade in Queen Anne's reign 
feſt brought this place into repute) ulually wooded and 
watered in Ben Fort, on the continent ſide, where they 
likewiſe anchored with -gretit ſafety in ſtxty fathom was 
ter; and this is doubtleſs the moſt commodious toad far 
ſuch ſhips as intend only to make 'a' ſhove flayo But we 
watered on the St. Catherine's fide, at a' plantation op- 
polite to the Iſland of St. Antonio. 
Theſe are the advantages of this INand of St. Calbe. 


rine's: But there are many inconveniencies attending 


it, partly from its elimate, but more from its new regu- 
lations, and the late form of government eſtabliſhed 
there. With regard to the climate, it muſt be remen- 
bered, that the woods and bills which furround the 
harbour, prevent a free cifcularion' of the air. And 
the vigorous vegetation | which conflamly takes place 
there, furniſhes ſuch a prodigious quantity of vapour, 
that all the nigbt, and a great part of the morning a 
thick fog covers the whole country, and continues till 
either the ſun gathers ftrength 10 diſſipate it, or it is 
diſperſed by a briſk fea-breeze. This renders the place 
cloſe and humid, and probably occafioned the many ſe- 
vers and fluxes we were there afflicted with. To theſe 
exceptions I muſt not omit to add, that al the day we 
were peſtered with great numbers of muſcatos, which 


are not much unlike the gnats in England,” but mote 
9g, - venemous 


| agreeable flavour, 
which is probably 6wing io the wild calabaſh on which 


to thoſe wp! 


oſne continent 
is excellent, and preferves: at ſea as well as that of the: 
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venemous in their ſtings. And at ſun-ſet, when the 
muſcatos retired; they were ſucceeded by an infinity of 
(and-flies, which, though ſcarce diſeernible to the naked 
eye, make a mighty — 2 and wherever they bite 
raiſe a ſmall bump in the „which is ſoon attended 
with a painful itching, like that ariſing ſrom the bite of 
an Engliſh harveſt bug >: bas 1249 

But as the only light in which this place deſerves our 
conſideration, is i's fayourable ſituation for ſupplying 
and refreſhing our eruizers intended for the South-Seas + 
In this view its greateſt inconveniences remain ſtilſ to be 
related; and to do this more diſtinRly, it will not be a- 
miſs io conſider the changes which it has lately under- 
gone, both in its inhabitants, its police, and its governor, 

In the time of Frezier and Shelwocke, this place ſerved 
only as a retreat to vagabonds and outlaws, who fled 
thither from all parts of Brazil. They did indeed ac- 
knowledge a ſubjection to the Crown of Furtugal, and 
had a perſon among them whom they called their Cap- 
tain, who was conſidered in ſome fort as their Governor: 
But both their allegiance to their King, and their obedi- 
ence to their Captain, ſeemed to be Jutle more than 
verbal. For as they had plenty ef proviſions but no 
money, they were in a condition to ſupport themſelves 
without the aſſiſtance of any neighbouring ſettlements, 
and had not amongſt them the means of rempting any 
adjacent Governor to buſy his authority about them, In 
this ſituation they were extremely boſpitable and friendly” 
to ſuch foreign ſhips as came amongſt them. For — 5 
ſhips wanting only proviſiens, of which the natives had 
great ſtore : and the natives wanting clothes (for they 
often deſpiſe d money, and refuſed to take it) which the 
ſhips furniſhed them with in exchange for their pro viſi- 
ons, both fides found their aecount in this traffic ; and 
their Captain or Governor had neither power nor intereſt 
to reſtrain it or tax it. But of late (for reaſons which 
ſhall be hereafter mentioned) the honeſt vagabonds have 
been obliged to receive amongſt them a ne colony, and 
to ſubmit to new laws and government. Inſtead of their 
fe ragged bare-legged Captain (whom howeve? they 


toy care to keep innocent) they have'now the Honour 
de commanded by Don Joſe Sylva de Pax, a Briga- 
bets dier 
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dier of the armies of Portugal. This gentleman las with 
him a garriſon of ſoldiers, and has conſequently a more 
_ extenſive and a better ſupported power than any ot his 
predeceſſors, and as he wears better clothes, and lives 
more ſplendidly, and has befides a much better know. 
ledge of the importance of money than they could ever 
pretend to: So he puts in practice certain methods of 
pomeny it, with which they were utterly unacquainted. 
ut it may be much doubted, if the inhabitants conſider 
theſe methods as tending to promote either their inte- 
reſts. or that of their Sovereign the King of Portugal, 
This is certain, that his behaviour cannot but. be ex- 
tremely embaraſſing to ſuch Britifþ ſhips as touch there 
in their way to the Soreth-Seas. For one of his practices was 
placing centinels at all the avenves, to prevent the peo- 
ple from ſelling us any refreſhments, except at ſuch ex- 
orbitant rates as we could not afford to give. His pre- 
tence for this extraordinary ſtretch of power was, that he 
was obliged to preſerve their proviſions for upwards of 
an hundred families, which they daily expected to rein- 
force their colony. Hence he appears to be no novice 
in bis profeſſion, by his readineſs at inventing a plauſible 
pretence for his intere led management. However, this, 
though ſufficiently provoking, was far from being the 
moſt exceptionable part of his conduct. For, by the 
neighbourhood of the river of Plate, a conſiderable 
ſmuggling traffic is carried on between the De 
and the Spaniards, eſpecially, in the exchanging gold for 
filyer, by which both Princes are defrauded of their 
fifths and in this prohibited commerce Don Jeſe was 
ſo deeply engaged, that in order to ingratiate himſelf 
with his Spaniſh correſpondents (for no other reaſon can 
be given for his procedure) he treacherouſly diſpatched 
an expreſs to Buenos Ayres 1n the river of Plate, where 
Pizarro then lay, with an account of our arrival, and 
of the ſtrength of our ſquadron ; particularly the num- 
ber of ſhips, guns, and inen, and every circumſlance 

which he could ſuppoſe our enemy deſirous of bein 
acquainted: with And the ſame perfidy every Brin 
cruizer may expect, who, touches. at St. Catherine's, 
while it is under the Government of Don Foſe Sylva 
de Paz. | | 5 - | 6.44 
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Thus much, with what we! ſhall be neceſſitated to 
relate in the of our own proceedings, may ſuf-' - 
fice as to the preſent ſtate of St. Catherine's, and the 
character of its Governor. But: as the reader may be 
deſirous of knowing to what cauſes the late new mo- 
delling of this ſettlement is owing z- to ſatisfy; him in 
this particular, it will be neceſſary to give a ſhort ac- 
count of the adjacent continent of Brazil, and of the 
wonderful diſcoveries which have been made there with- 
in this laſt forty years, which, from a country of but 
mean eſtimation, has rendered it now perhaps the moſt 
conſiderable colony on the face of the globemue. 
This country was firſt diſcovered by Americus Veſputio, 
a Florentine, who had the good fortune to be honoured! 
with giving his name to the immenſe continent, ſome: 
time before found out by Columbus: He being in the ſer- 
vice of the Portugueſe, it was ſettled and planted by that 
Nation, and with the other dominions of Portugal, de - 
volved to the Crown of Spain, when that Kingdon be- 
came ſubject to it. During the long war between 
Spain and the States of Holland, the Dutch poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the northermoſt part of Brasil, and were 
maſters of it for ſome years. But when the Furtugue ſe 
revolted from the Sh Go V,Hzthent, this country took 
part in the revolt, and ſoon repoſſeſſed themſelves of the 
places the Dutch had taken; ſince which time it has con- 
tinued without interruption under the Crown of Portugal, 
being, till the beginning of the preſent century, only 
productive of ſugar, and tobacco, and a few! othet com- 
modities of very little account. E N ein 5 Ganzes 
But this country, Which for many years was only con- 
ſidered ſor the ptoduce of its plantations, has been lately 
diſcovered to abound with the two miserals, which 
mankind hold in the greateſt efteeni, and which they 
exert their utmoſt art and induſtry in acquiring, I mean 
gold and diamonds. Gold was firſt found in the moun- 
tains, Which lie adjacent to the city of Rio-1 Janeiro. 
The occaſion oſ its | diſcovery. is variouſly! related, but 
the moſt common agcount is. that the idiaus, lying on 
the back of the: Portugueſe ſeitlements, were obſerved by 
the ſoldiers employed in an expedition againſt them, to 
make uſe of this meta! for; their | fiſh-hooks:z and their 
| manner 
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manner of procuring it being inquired into, it appeated 
that great quantities of it were annually waſhed from the 
hills, and left among the ſand and gravel, which re- 


mained in the vallies after the running off, or evapora 
tion of. the water. It is now little more than forty years 
ſnce any quantities of gold worth notice have been 
imported to Europe from Brazs/ ; but ſince that time the 
anriual imports from thence have been continually aug - 
mented by the diſcovery. of places in other provinces, 
where it is to be met with as plentiſully as at firſt about 
Rio Janeiro. And it is now ſaid, that there is à ſmall 
ſlender vein of it ſpread 3 all the oountry, at ubout 
twenty-four feet : from the ft 


urfate, bur that vhis vein is 
too thin and poor to anſwer the expence of digging! z 
however where the rivers or rains have had any courſe 
for a conſiderable time, there gold is always to be col- 
lected, the water having ſeparated the metal from the 
earth, and depoſited it in the ſands, thereby ſaving the 
expences of digging : So it is eſteemed an infallible gain 
to be able to divert a ſtream from its channel, and to 
ranſack its bed. From this account of gathering this me- 
tal, it ſhould follow, that there are properly no gold mines. 
in Brasil; and this the Governor of Ris Grande (who be- 
ing at St. Catberine s frequently viſned Mr. An ſon) did 
moſt confidently affirm, aſſuring us, that the gold was al 
collected either from rivers, or from the beds of torrents 
after floods. It is indeed aſſerted, that in the mountains, 
large rocks are found abounding with this metal ; and 
myſelf have ſeen a fragment of one of theſe rocks with a 
conſiderable lump of gold intangled in it; but even in 
this: caſe; the workmen break off the rocks, and do not 
properly mine into them; and the great expence in 
ſubſiſting among the ſe mountains, and afterwards in ſe- 
parating the metal from the ſtone,” makes this method 
of procuring gold 10 be but rarcly 3 in pradice. 
The examining the bottoms of rivers, and the gullies 
of torrents; and the waſhing the gold found therein from 
_ ſand and w_ with whielit is always —— „are 1 
performed by ſtaves, who are principally Negroes, kept 
io great numbers by the csg 8 
Fhe regulation of the duty of theſe-ſlaves is ſingular? 
Por they are each of them obliged to furnith _ 
(3 mairer 
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maſter with the eighth part of an ounce of gold per 
diem; and if they are either (0 fortunate or induſtrious 
as to collect a greater quantity, the ſurplus is conſidered 
as their own property, and they have the liberty of 
diſpefing of it as they think fit. So that it is ſaid ſome 
Negroes who have accidentally ſallen upon rich waſhing 
places have themſelves purchaſed flayes, and have lived 
afterwards in great ſplendor, their original maſter having 
no other demand on them than tte daily ſupply of the 
fore mentioned eighth. ;- which; as the Furtugueſe ounce 
is ſomewhat lighter than our troy ounce, may amount to 
about nine ſhillings terling/ - oo ot 
The quantity of geld thus collected in the Braiile, 
and returned aanually to Liſben, may be in ſome degree 
eſtimated from the amount of the King's fifth. This 
hath of late been eſteemed one year with another to be 
one hundred and fifty arroves of 320. Portugueſe weight 
each, which at 41. the troy ounce, makes very near 
zoo, oool. ſterling ; and conſequently the capital, of 
which this is the fifth, is about a million and a halt ſterling. 
And the annual return of goſd to Lion cannot be leſs than 
this, though it be difficult to determine how much it ex- 
ceeds it; perhaps we may not be very much miſtaken in 
our conjecture, if we ſuppoſed the goſd exchanged for fi- 
ver with the Spaniardsat Buenos Ayres; and what is brought 
privily to Europe, and eſcapes the duty, amounts to half 
a million more, which will make the whole anna pro- 
duce of Brazilian gold, near two millions ſterling; 'a pro- 
digious ſum to he found in a country, which a few years 
ſince was not known to furniſſi a ſingle grain. 
I have already mentioned, that beſides gold, this coun- 
try does likewiſe produce diamonds. The diſcovery of 
theſe valuable ſtones is much more recent than that of 
gold, it being as yet ſcarce twenty years ſince the firſt were 
rought to Europe. They are found in the ſame manner 
as the gold, in the gullies of torrents and beds of rivers, 
but only in particular places, and not ſo univerſally ſpread 


through the country. They were oſten ſound in waſhing 


the gold before they were known to be diamonds; and 
were conſequently thrown away with the ſand and gra- 
vel ſeparated trom-it. And it is very well remembered, 
that numbers of very large ſtones, which would have 

| made 
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made the fortunes of the poſſeſſors. have paſſed unregard+ 
ed through the hands of thoſe, who now with impatience 
ſupport Ne reflection. However, about ten- 
ty years fince, a perſon. acquainted with the appear 

of rough diamonds, conceived that theſe pebbles, as the 
were then eſteemed, were of the ſame kind: But it 
ſaid, that there was a conſiderable interval between the 
firſt ſtarting. of this opinion, and the confirmation of it 
by proper trials and examinations, it ptoving difficult to 
periuade: the inhabitants, that what they had been long 
accuſtomed to deſpiſe, could be of the importance repre: 
ſented by the diſcovery ; and I have been informed, 
that in this interval, a Governor of one of their places 
procured a good number of theſe ſtones, which he pre- 
tended to make uſe of at cards to mark witb, inſtead 
of counters But to proceed: It was at laſt confirmed 
by ſkilful Jewellers in Europe, conſulted on this occaſion, 
that the ſtones thus found in Brazil were truly diamonds, 
many of which were not (inferior either in luſtreg or 
any other quality to thoſe. of the Faſt Indies. On this 


determination the-Fortugueſe, in the neighbourhood of 


thoſe places where they had firſt been - obſerved; ſet 
themſelves to fearch for them with great aſſiduity. 
And they were not without great hopes of diſcovering 
conſiderable maſſes of them, as they found large rocks 
of i cryſtal in many of the mountains, from whence; the 
ſtreams came which waſhed down the diamond. 
But it was ſoon repreſented to the King of ' Portugal, 
that if ſuch plenty of diamonds ſhould be met with as 
their ſanguine conjectures ſeemed to indicate, this would 
ſo debaſe their value, and diminiſh their eſtimation, that, 
beſides ruining all the Europeans, who had any quan- 
_ tity of Indian diamonds in their poſſeſſion, it would 
render the diſcovery itſelf of no unportance, and would 
prevent his Majeſty from receiving any advantages from 
it. And on theſe conſiderations his Majeſty has thought 
proper to reſtrain the general ſearch of diamonds, and 
has erected a Diamond Company for that purpoſe, 
with an exclufive charter. This Company, in conſide- 
ration of a ſum paid by them to the King, have the 
property of all diamonds found in Brazil: But to hin- 
der their collecting too large quantities, and — 2 
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ſing their value, they are prohibited from employing 
— eight hundred flaves in ſearching after them. 
And to prevent any of his other ſubjects ſrom acting 
the ſame part, and like wiſe to ſecure the Company 
from being defrauded: by the interfering of interlopers 
in their trade, he has depopulated a large town, and a 
conſiderable diſtri round it, and has obliged the inha- 
bitants, who are ſaid to amount to fix thouſand, to re- 
move to anotber part of the country; for this town be- 
ing in the neighbourhood of the diamonds, it was 
thought impoſlible to prevent ſuch a number of people, 
who were on the ſpot, from frequent ſmuggling. 

In conſequence of theſe important diſcoveries in Bra- 
2il, new laws, new governments, and ne regulations 1 
have been eſtabliſhed in many parts of the country. I 
For not long ſince, a conſiderable tract, poſſeſſed by a 
ſet of inhabitants, who from their principal ſettlement 
were called Paulifts, was almoſt independent of | the 
Crown of Portugal; to which they ſcarcely acknow- 
ledged more than a nominal allegiance, Theſe are faid 
to be deſcendants of thoſe Portugueſe; who retired q om 
the northern part of Brazil, when it was invaded and 
poſſeſſed by the Dutch; and — for a long time ne- 
glected and obliged to provide for their own ſecurity 
and defence, the neceſſity of their affairs produced 
a kind of government amongſt them, which they found 
ſufficient for the confined manner of life to which they 
were inured. And therefore rejecting and deſpiſing 
the authority and mandate of the Court of Liſbon, they 
were often engaged in a ſtate of downright rebellion: : | 
And the mountains ſurrounding their country, and the i 
difficulty of clearing the few paſſages that open into it, 1 
generally put it in their power to make their own terms 
before they ſubmitted. But as gold was found to abound 
in this country of the Pauliſis, the preſent King of For- 
gel (during whoſe reign almoſt the whole diſcoveries 
I have mentioned were begun and completed) thought 
it incumbent on him to reduce this province, which now 
became of great conſequence, to the-ſame dependency 
and obedience with the reſt of the country, which, I 
am told, he has, at laſt, though with great difhculty, 
happily effected. And the ſame motives, which induced 
his 
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his Majeſty to undertake the reduction of the Pau/i/t, 
has alſo occaſioned the changes I have mentioned 0 
=— Have taken place at the Iſland of St. Catherine's. Fa 
me Governor of Rio Grande, of 'whom I have. already 
| ſpoken, aſſured us, that in the neighbourhood. of thi 
Ifland there were conſiderable rivers which were found 
to be extremely rich, and that this was the reaſon tha 
a garriſon, a military Governor, and a new colony wa 
ſettled there. And as the harbour at this Iſland is h 
much the ſecuteſt and the moſt capacious of any on ithe 
coaſt, it is not improbable, if the riches of the neigb- 
bourhood anſwer their expeQation, but it may become 
. conſiderable port in all South Anerica. 6 
Thus much I have thought neceſſary to inſert, in te- 
lation to the preſent ſtate of Brazil, and of the Iflani 
of St.'Catherine's. For as this laſt place has been gene- 
rally recommended as the moſt eligible pott for out 
cruizers to refreſſi at, which are bound to the Sourb-Seaz, 
I believe it to be my duty to inſtruct my countrymen in 
the hitherto unſuſpected inconveniencies which attend 
that place. And as the Brazilian gold and diamonds 
are ſubjects, about which, from their novelty, very'fey 
particulars have been hitherto publiſhed, I conceived 
this account I had collected of them, would appear 49 
the reader to be neither a trifting nor a uſeleſs digreſſion. 
Theſe ſubjects being thus diſpatched, I ſhall now. retu 
to the ſeries of our own proceedings. | 1% 
When we firſt arrived at St. Catherine s, we were em- 
ployed in refreſhing our ſick on ſhore, in wooding: and 
wutering the ſquadron, cleanſing our ſhips, and es- 
amining and ſecuring our maſts and "rigging, as I have 
already obſerved in the foregoing chapter. At the ſame 
time Mr. Anſon gave directions that the ſhip's com- 
-panies ſhould be ſupplied with freſh meat, and that they 
Mould be victualled with whole allowance of all the 
kinds of proviſion; In conſequence. of theſe orders, we 
had freſh beef ſent on board us continually for our 
daily experice, and what was wanting to make up our 
allowance we received from our Victualler, the Ann 
| Pink, in order to preſerve the proviſions on board our 
1 ſquadron entire for our future ſervice. The ſeaſon 3 
| | the 
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e year growing each day leſs favourable for. our paſ: 
nf — Cn Horn, Mr, Anſon was very LOT 
-aving this place as ſoon, as poſſible ; and we were at 
i in hopes that our whole buſineſs would be done, 
nd we ſhould be in readineſs to fail in about a fort- 
ight from our arrival 2 But, on examining the Trya/'s 
its, we, to our no ſmall vexation, found inevitable 
mployment for twice that, time. For on a ſurvey, it 


Vs 

cs found that the main-maſt was {prung at the-upper 
the Wi ouläing, though it, was thought capable of being ſe+ 
b. ured by a couple of fiſhes ; but the fore-maſt was re- 
me Norted to be unfit: for ſervice, and thereupon the Car- 


enters were ſent. into the woods, to endeavour to find 
ſtick proper for a fore-maſt. But after a ſearch of 
dur days they returned without having been able to 
et with any tree fit for the purpoſe. This obliged 
hem to come to. a ſecond conſultation about the old 
dre-maſt, when, it was agreed to-endeavour to ſecure it 

y caſing it with three fiſhes : And in this work the Car- 
enters were employed, till within a day or two of our 


od W&iling. In the mean time, the Commodore, thinking 
6; a neceſſary to have a clean veſſel on our arrival in the 
erb- Seas, ordered the Tryal to be hove down, as this 
ed WF ould not. occaſion any loſs of time, but might be 


ompleated while the Carpenters were refitting 'her 
aſts, which was done on ſhore. , _ wo 

On the 27th. of December we diſcovered a ſail in the * 
hng, and not knowing but ſhe might be a Spaniard, 
eighteen oared-boat was manned and armed, and 
nt under the, command of our ſecond Lieutenant, to 
kamine her, before ſhe arrived within the protection of 
e forts. She proved. to be a Portugueſe Brigantine from 
io Grande. And though our Officer, as it appeared on 
quiry, had behaved with the utmoſt civility to the 

laſter, and had refuſed. to. accept a. calf, which the 
aſter would have forced on him as a preſent ; yet the 

overnor. took great offence at our ſending our boat; 

ad talked of it in a. high ſtraiu, as a violation of the 

ace ſubſiſting between the Crowns of Great- Britain 

d Portugal. We at firſt imputed this ridiculous bluſ- 

ring to no deeper a cauſe, than Don To/e's inſolence; 

ut as we found he e far as to charge our 
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work was carrying en, the other ſhips of the ſquadr 
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Officer with behaving rudely, and opening letters, ani 
E with an attempt to take ont of the veſſe 
»y violence, the very call which we knew he had re: 
fuſed to receive as a preſent, (a circumſtance which we 
were ſatisfied the Governor was well acquainted with 
we had hence reaſon to ſuſpect that he pui poſely ſough 
this quarrel, and had more important motives for ex 
gaging in it, than the mere captious biaſs of his tem 
per. What thcſe motives were it was not eaſy fory 
to determine at that time ; but as we afterwards found 
by letters which fell into our hands in the South Sea; 
that he had diſpatched an expreſs to Buenos Ayres, whe 
Pizarry then lay, with an account of our {quadron' 
arrival at St. Catherine's, together with the moſt ampl 
and circytnftantial intelligence of our force and cond 
tion, we thence conjeRured that Don 7% had raiſe 
this groundleſs clamour, only to prevent our viſitig 
the Brigantine when ſhe ſhould put to ſea again, le 
we might there find proofs of his perfidious behaviou 
and perhaps at the ſame time diſcover the ſecret ( 
his ſmuggling correſpondence with his neighbour 
Governors, and the Spaniards at Buenos Ayres. But 
proceed. pod tp | | 
It was near a month before the Tryal was refitted; 
not only her lower maſts were defective, as hath bet 
already mentioned, but her main top-maſt and for 
yard were likewiſe decayed and rotten. While 4h 


fixed new ſtanding rigging, and ſet up a ſufficient nut 
ber of preventer ſhrouds to each maſt, to ſecure th 
in the moſt effeQtual manner. And in order 10 rene 
the ſhips ſtiffer, and to enable them to carry mote i 
abroad, and to prevent their labouring in hard gat 
of wind, each Captain had orders given him 10 ſti 
down ſome of their great guns into the hold. The 
precautions being complied with, and each ſhip bat 
taken in as much wood and water as there was 100 
for, the Tryal was at laſt compleated, and the wil 
ſquadron was ready for the ſea: On which the de 
on ſhore were ſtruck, and all the ſick were received 
board. And here we had a melancholy proof It 
much the healthineſs of this place had been over ff 
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tormer writers, for we found that though the Cen- 
on alone had buried no leſs than twenty-eight men 
ice our arrival, yet the number of her ſick was in 
e ſame interval increaſed from eighty to ninety-ſix. 
nd now our Crews being embarked, and every thing 
epared for our departure, the Commodore made a 
2nal for all Captains, and delivered them their orders, 
ntaining the ſucceſſive places of rendezvous from 
ace to the coaſt of China, And then, on the next, 
y, being the 18th of January, the ſignal was made 
r weighing, and the ſquadron put to ſea, leaving 
ithout regret this iſland of St. Catherine's ; where we 
d been ſo extremely diſappointed in our refreſhments, 
our accommodations, and in the humane and friendly 
ces which we had been taught to expect in a place, 
hich hath been ſo much celebrated for its hoſpitality, 
edom, and convenliency. | 


ay. VI. The run from St. Catherine's to port St. Ju- 
lian, with ſome account of that port, and of the country 
to the ſouthward of the river of Plate. 8 9 


N leaving St. Catherine's, we left the laſt amicable 
port we propoſed to touch at, and were now pro- 
ding to an hoſtile, or at beſt, a deſert and inhoſpit- 
le coaſt, And as we were to expect a more boiſter- 
s climate to the ſouthward than any we had yet ex- 
rienced, not only our nb of ſeparation would by 
is means be much greater than it had been hitherto, 
t other accidents of a more pernicious nature were 
ewiſe to be apprehended, and as much as poſſible 
be provided againſt. And therefore Mr. Anſon, in 
pointing the various ſtations at which the ſhips of 
> ſquadron were to rendezvous, had conſidered; that 
was poſſible his own ſhip might be diſabled from 
ting round Cape Horn, or might be loſt, and had 
en proper directions, that even in that caſe, the ex- 
dition ſhould not be abandoned. For the orders de- 
red to the Captains, the day before we failed from 
Catherine's, were, that in caſes of ſeparation, which 
y were with the utmoſt care to endeayour to avoid, 
firſt place of —— ſhould be the bay of port 
2 t. 
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St. Julian; deſcribing the place from Sir John Nay 
rough's account of it : There they were to ſupply ther 
ſelyes with as much ſalt as they could take in, both 
their own uſe, and for the uſe of the ſquadron ; and 
aſter a ſtay there of ten days, they were not joined 
the Commodore, they were then to proceed throyg 
Streights le Maire round Cape Horn, into the South. Sea 
where the next place of rendezvous was to be the Iflay 
of Neuftra Senora del Socero, in the latitude of 450 Sou 
and longitude from the Lizard, 71* : 12* Weſt. The 
were to bring this Iſland to bear E. N. E, and to cru 
from hve to twelve leagues diſtance from it, as longy 
their tore of wood and water would permit, both whit 
they were to expend with the utmoſt frugality. At 
when they were under an abſolute neceſlity of a fre 
fupply, they were to ſtand in and endeavour to fi 
out an anchoring place; and in cafe they could n 
and the weather made it dangerouz to ſupply their ſhi 
by ſtanding off 'and on, they were then to make th 
beſt of their way to the Wand of Juan Fernandes, in i 
latitude of 33* 37 South. And as ſoon as they | 
there recryited their wood and water, they were ta cq 
rinue' cruizing off the anchoring place of that Iſland | 
fifty ſix days; in which time, if they were not joined} 
the Commodore, they might conclude that ſome ac 
dent had befallen him, and they were forthwith top 
themſelves under the command of the ſenior Off 
who was to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to annoy the er 
my both by fea and land. That with theſe views the 
new Commodore was to continue in thoſe feas as [6 
as his proviſion laſted, or as long as they were recrul 
ed by what he ſhould take from the enemy, referv 
only a ſufficient quantity to carry him and his ſhips! 
der his command to Macao, at the entrance of the 
ver Tigris near Canton on the coaſt of China, wit 
baving ſupplied himtelf with a new ſtock of proviſion 
he was thence, without delay, to make the beſt of! 
way to England: And as it was found impoſſible as 
to unload our Victualler, the Anna Fink, the Comul 
dore gave the Maſter of her the ſame reridezvous, it 
the ſame order to put himſelf under the cqiimagd 
the remaining ſenior Officer, es by 

nc 
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Under theſe orders the ſquadron failed from St. Ca- 
rine's on Sunday the 18th of January, as bath been 
ready mentioned in the preceding chapter. The next 
y we had very ſqually weather, attended with rain, 
Thtning, and thunder, but it foon became fair again 
ith lebt breezes, and continued thus till Wedneſday 
ening, when it blew freſh again z and encreaſing all 
zbt, by eight the next morning it became a moſt vio- 
ot form, and we had with it ſo thick a fog, that it was 
poſſible to ſee at the di lance of two ſhips length, ſo 
jat the whole ſquadron diſappeared. On this a ſignal 
as made, by firing guns, to bring to with the Jardoard, 
cks, the wind being then due Faſt. We ourſelves im · 
ediately handed the top-ſails, bunted the main-ſail, and 
y to under a reefed mizen till noon, when the fog diſ- 
erſed, and we ſoon diſcovered all the ſhips of the ſqua- 
on except the Pearl, who did not join us till near a 
jonth afterwards, The Tryal Sloop was a great way 
 leeward, having loſt her main-maſt in the ſquall, and 
zving been obliged for fear of bilging, to cut away 
e ralt. We bore down with the ſquadron to her re- 
f, and the Glouceſter was ordered to take her in tow, 
dr the weather did not entirely abate till the day after, 
d even then, a great ſwell continued from the eaſt- 
ard, in conſequence of the preceding florm.  _ 
After this accident we ſtood to the ſouthward with lit- 
e Interruption, and here we experienced the ſame ſetting 
f the current, which we had obſerved before our ar- 
val off St. Catherine's ; that is we generally found our- 
ves to the ſouthward of our reckoning, by about 
enty miles each day. This error continued, with a lit- 
e variation, till we had paſſed the latitude of the river 
| Plate ; and even then, we found that the fame current, 
owever difficult to be accounted for, did yet undoubt- 
ly take place; for we were not ſatisfied in deducing it 
om the error in our reckoning, but we actually tried it 

107e than once, when a calm made it practicable. 

When we had paſſed the latitude of the river of Plate, 
e had ſoundings all along the coaſt of Patagonia. Theſe 
undings when well aſcertained, being of great uſe in 
termining the poſition of the ſhip, and we havin 
ied them more 0 in greater depths, and with 

. 3 more 


54 AVO VYA G E 


more attention than I believe had been done before u 
I ſhall recite our obſervations as ſuccinctly as I ay 
referring to the chart hereafter inſerted in the nini 
chapter of this book, for a general view of the whok; 
In the latitude of 36“: 5½ we had fixty fathom of wy 
ter, with a bottom of fine black and grey ſand ; fron 
thence, to 39®: 55, we varied our depths from fifty i 
eighteen fathom, though we had conſtantly the fame bot 
tom as before; between the laſt mentioned latitude, aa 
43*: 16%, we had only fine grey ſand, with the fam 
variation of depths, except that we once or twice leſſee 
ed our water to forty fathom. After this we continy 
ed in forty fathom for about half a degree, having 
bottom of coarſe ſand and broken ſhells, at which tiny 
we were in fight of land, and not above ſeven league 
from it: As we edged from the land we met with van 
ty of ſoundings ; firſt black ſand, then muddy, and fon 
after rough ground with ſtones ; but then encreafing on 
water to forty-eight fathom, we had a muddy botton 
to the latitude of 46®: 10. We then returned agi 
into thirty-ſix fathom, and kept ſhoaling our water, til 
at length we came into twelve fathom, * conſtant] 
ſmall ſtones and pebbles at the bottom. Part of thu 
time we had a view of Cape Blanco, which lies in about 
the latitude of 46® : 52/, and longitude Weſt from I 
don 660: 43. This is the moſt remarkable land up 
the coaſt : Steering from hence 8. by E. nearly, we, 
4 run of about thirty leagues, deepened our water to kift 
fathom, without once altering the bottom ; and thei 
drawing towards the ſhore with a S. W. courſe, vatying 
rather to the weſtward, we had every. where a ſand 
bottom, till our coming into thirty fathom, where wt 
had again a ſight of land, diſtant from us about eig 
leagues, lying in the latitude of 480: 31. We mad: 
this land on the 17th of February, and at five in the ab 
ternoon we came to an anchor upon the ſame bottom, 
in the latitude of 48“: 58', the ſouthermoſt land then it 
view bearing S. S. W. the northermoſt N. 4 E. a fmali 
Iſland N. W. and the weſtermoſt hunimock W. S. M. 
In this tation we found the tide to ſer 8. by W ; and 
weighing again at five the next morning, we an hour i 
terwards dilcovered a fail, upon which the Sewern and 
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luceſter were both directed to give chaſe ; but we ſoon 
\erceived it to be the Pearl, which ſeparated from us a 
ew days after we left St. Catherine's, and on this we 
nade a ſignal for the Severn to rejoin the ſquadron, leav- 

ng the Glouceſter alone in the purſuit. And now we 
ere ſurpriſed to ſee, that on the Gloucefer's approach, 
he people on board the Pear! increaſed; their fail, and 
ood from her. However the Glouceſter came up with 
hem, but found them with their hammocks in their 
ettings, and every thing ready for an engagement. At 
wo in the afternoon, the Pearl joined us, and running 
p under our ſtern, Lieutenant Salt hailed the Commo- 
gore, and acquainted him that Captain Kidd died on the 
41ſt of January. He likewiſe informed him that he 
had ſeen five large ſhips the 10th inſtant, which he for 
ſome time imagined to be our ſquadron : That he ſuffered 
the commanding ſhip which wore a red broad pennant, 
exactly reſembling that of the Commodore, at the main 
top-maſt head, to come within gun- ſhot of him before 
he diſcovered his miſtake ; but then finding it not to he 
the Centurion, he hailed cloſe upon the wind, and crowe- 
ed from them with all his ſail, and ſtanding, croſs a 
pling where they heſitated to follow him, he happily 
eſcaped. He made them to be five Spaniſb men of war, 
one of them exceedingly like the Clouceſſer, which was 
the occaſion of his apprelienſions, when the Glouce/ter 
chaſed him. By their appearance he thought they con- 
liſted of two ſhips of ſeventy guns, two of fifty, and 
one of forty guns. The whole. ſquadron continued in 
chaſe of him all that day, but at night finding they 
could not get near him, they gave over the chaſe, and 
directed their courſe to the ſouthward. 

And now had it not been for the neceſſity we were un- 
der of refitting the Tryal, this piece of intelligence would 
have prevented our making any ſtay at St. Fallan s but 
as It was impoſſible for that ſloop to proceed round the 
Cape in her preſent, condition, ſome ſtay there was in- 
evitable, and therefore the ſame evening we came to an 
anchor again in twenty-five, fathom, water, the bottom a 
mixture of mud and ſand, and the high hummock bear- 
ing 8 W. by W. And weighing at nine in the morning, 
we ſoon after ſent the two Gaiters belonging to the Cen- 
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turion and Severn in ſhore, to diſcover the harbour of & 
Julian, while the ſhips kept ſtanding along the coaſt, a 
about the diſtance of a league from the fand. At fa 
o'clock we anchored in the bay of St. Julian, in nine 
teen fathom, the bottom muddy ground with ſand, the 
northermoſt land in fight bearing N. and by E. the 
ſouthmoſt S. F E, and the high hummock, to which $i 
John Narborough formerly gave the Name of Wd: 
Mount, W. 8. W. Soon after, the Cutter returned on 
board, having diſcovered the harbour, which did no 
appear to us in our ſituation, the northermoſt poin 
ſhutting in upon the ſouthermoſt, and in appearance 
cloſing the entrance. 

Being come io an anchor in this bay of St. Julia 

principally with a view of refitting the Tryal, the Carpen. 
ters were immediately employed iq that buſmeſs, and 
continued ſo during our whole ſtay at the place. The 
Tryal's main maſt having been carried away about 
twelve feet below the cap, they contrived to make the 
remainder part of the maſt ſerve again; and the Wager 
was ordered to ſupply her with a ſpare main top; mal, 
which the Carpenters converted into a new f | 
And I cannot help obſerving, that this accident to the 
Tryal's maſt, which gave us fo much uneafineſs at that 
time, on account of the delay it occaſioned, was, in 
all probability, the means of preſerving the ſloop, and 
all her crew. For before this, her maſts, how well fo- 
ever proportioned to a better climate, were much 400 
lofty for theſe high ſouthern latitudes: So that had they 
weathered the preceding ſtorm, it would have been 
impoſſible for them to have ſtood againſt thoſe ſeas 21d 
tempeſts we afterwards encountered in paſſing round 
Cape Horn, and the loſs of maſts, in that boiſterous 
climate, would ſcarcely have been attended with left 
than the loſs of the veſſel, and of every man on board 
her; fince it would have been impractieable for the 
other ſhips to have given them any relief, during the 
continuance of thoſe impeſtuous ſtorms. 

Whilſt we ſtayed at this place, the Commodore ap- 
pointed the Honourable Captain Murray to ſucceed to 
the Pearl, and Captain Cheap to the Wager, and he pro- 
moted Mr. Charles Saunders, his firſt Lieutenant, to the 
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,mmand of the Tryal Sloop. But Capt. Saunders lying 
angeroully ill of a fever on board the Centurion, and it 
ing the opinion of the ſurgeons, that the removing 
im on board his own ſhip, in his preſent condition, 
Wight tend to the bazard of his life ; Mr. Anſon gave an 
[der to Mr. Saumares, firſt Lieutenant of the Centurion, 

> act as Maſter and Commander of the Tryal, during 

de illneſs of Captain Saunders. 2 5 

Here the Commodore too, in order to eaſe the 8 85 
tion of all unneceſſary expence, held a farther conſulta- 

on with his Captains about unloading and diſcharging 

he Anna Pink ; but they repreſented to him that they 
ere ſo far from dung je a condition of taking any 
art of her loading on board, that they had ſtill great 
uantities of proviſions in the way of their guns between 
ecks, and that their ſhips were withal ſo very deep, that 

ey were not fit for action without being cleared, This 
ut the Commodore under a neceſſity of retaining the 
ink in the ſervice; and as it was apprehended we ſhould 
ertainly meet with the Spaniſb ſquadron, in paſſing the 
ape, Mr. Anſon thought it adviſeable to give orders to 

be Captains, to put all their proviſions, which were in 
e way of their guns, on board the Anna Pink, and to 
mount ſuch of their guns as had formerly, for the eaſe 
their ſhips, been ordered into the hold. | 
This bay of St. Julian, where we are now at anchor, 
Ing a convenient rendezvous, in caſe of ſeparation, for 

|| cruiſers bound to the ſouthward, and the whole coaſt o 
Patagonia, from the river of Plate to the Streights of Ma- 
ellan, lying nearly parallel to their uſual route, a ſhort 

ccount of the ſingularity of this country, may perha 

neither unacceptable to the curious, nor unworthy the 
tention of ſuture Navigators, as ſome of them, by un- 
dreſeen accidents, * obliged to run in with the 
od, and to make ſome ſtay on this coaſt, in which caſe 
he knowledge of the country, its produce and inhabj- 
ants, cannot but be of the utmoſt conſequence to them, 
To begin then with the tract of country. uſually ſtiled 
alagonia, This is the name often.given to the ſouther- 
oft part of South America, which is unpoſſeſſed by the 

" F/ariards, extending from their ſettlements to the Streights 
Magellan. On the ar, fide, this country is * 
5 nn 
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ith this inſtrument they ride at a beaſt, and ſurround 
im. Tbe Hunter that comes behind bim ham ftrings 
im; and as after this operation the beaſt ſoon tumbles, 
ithout being able to raiſe himſelf again, they leave 
im on the ground, and purſue others, whom they ſerve 
n the ſame manner, Sometimes there is a ſecond party, 
who attend the Hunters, to ſkin the cattle as they fall : 
dit it is ſaid, that at other times the Hunters, chuſe to 
et them languiſh in torment till the next day, from an 
pinion that the anguiſh, which the animal in the mean 
ime endures, may burſt the lymphatics, and thereby 
acilitate the ſeparation of the ſkin from the carcaſs: 
and though their Prieſts have loudly condemned this 
zoſt barbarous practice, and have gone ſo far, if my 
1emory does not fail me, as to excommunicate thoſe 
ho ſollow it, yet all their efforts to put an entire ſtop 
0 it have hitherto proved ineffeQual. 5 
Beſides the numbers of cattle which are every year 
zughtered for their hides and tallow, in the manner al- 
eady deſcribed, it is often neceſſary for the purpoſes of 
zzriculture, and likewiſe with other views, to take them 
alive, and without wounding them: This is performed 
ith a moſt wonderful and almoſt incredible dexterity, 
and principally by the uſe of a machine, which theErgl, 
ho have 1cfided at Buenos Ayres, generally denonunate 
a laſh, It is made of a thong of ſeveral fathoms in 
length, and very ſtrong; with a running nooſe at one end 
ff it: This the Hunters (who in this cale are alſo mount- 
xd on horſebeck) take in their right hands it being firft 
properly coiled up, and having its end oppoſite to the 
ooſe faſtened to the ſaddle; and thus prepared, they ride 
ta herd of cattle, When they arrive within a certain 
diſtance of the beaſt, they throw their thong at him with 
ſuch exactueſs, that they never fail of fixing the nooſe 
about his horns, The beaſt, when he finds bimſelf en- 
tangled, generally runs, but the horſe, being ſwiſter, at- 
tends him, and prevents the thong from being too much 
ſtrained, till a ſecond Hunter, who follows the game, 
throws another nooſe about one of its hind legs ; and this 
being done, both horſes (they being trained for this pur- 
poſe) inſtantly turn differeat ways in order to ſtrain the 
two thongs in contrary directions, on which the beaſt, 
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by their oppoſite pulls, is preſently overthrown, ang 
then the horſes ſtop, keeping the thongs ſtill upon the 
ſtretch : Being thus on the ground, and incapable of re 
ſitance (for he is extended between the two horſes) the 
Hunters alight, and fecure him in fuck a manner, thut 
they afterwards eafily convey him to whatever place 
they pleaſe. In the ſame manner they nooſe horſes, and 
as it is (aid, even tygers ; and however ftrange this la 
eircumſtance may appear, there are not wanting perſon 
of credit who aſſert it. Indeed, it muft be owned, that 
the addreſs both of the Spaniards and Indians in that 
part of the world, in the uſe of this laſh or nooſe, and 
the certainty with which they throw it, and fix it on any 
intended part of the beaft at a confiderable diftanee, are 
matters only to be believed, from the repeated and con- 
current teftimony of all who have frequented that 
cquntry, and might reaſonably be queſtioned, did it rely 
on a ſingle report, or had it been ever contradicted or 
denied by any one who had reſided at Buenos 1140 
The cattle which are killed in the manner I have al- 


ready obſerved, are ſlaughtered only for their hides and 


tallow, to which ſometiines ate added their tongues, and 
the 1eft of their fleſh is left to putreſy, or to be devoured 
by the birds and wild beaſts ; but the | Hrs part of thi 
cariion falls to the ſhare of the wild dogs, of which 
there are immenſe numbers to be found in that county. 
They are ſuppoſed to have been originally produced by 
Spaniſb dogs from Buenos Ayres, who, allured by the 
great quantity of carrion, and the facility they had by 
that means of ſubſiſt ing, left their maſters, and ran wild 
among the cattle ; for they are plainly of the breed 
the Furopegn dogs, an animal not originally ſound i 
America. But though theſe dogs are ſaid to be ſome 
thopſands in a company, they hitherto neither diminiſh 

nar prevent the — of the cattle, not daring to at 
tack them, by rea ſon of the numbers which conſtantly 
feed together; but contenting themſelves with the car. 
rion leit them by. the Hunters, and perhaps now and 
then with a few ftragglers, who, by accidents, are ſe- 
parated from the herd they belong to. 

Beſides the wild cattle which have ſpread themſelves 


in ſuch vaſt herds from Buenos Ayres towards the w_ 
Ward, 
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ward, the ſame country is in like manner furniſhed with 
horſes. Theſe too were firſt brought from Spain, and are 
alſo prodigiouſly encreaſed, and run wild to a-much great- 
er diſtance than the black cattle: And though many of 
them are excellent, yet their number makes them of very 
little value; the beſt of them being often ſold, in a coun- 
try where money is plenty and commodities very dear, 
for not more than a dollar a- piece. It is not as yet cer- 
tain bow far to the ſouthward theſe herds of wild cattle 
and horſes have extended themfelves ; but there is ſome 
reaſon to conjecture, that ſlragglers of both kinds are to 
be met with very near the Streighis of Magellan; and 
they will in time doubtleſs fill the ſouthern part of this 
Continent with their breed, which eannot fail of proving 
of conſiderable advantage to ſuch ſhips as may touch up- 
on the coaſt 3 for the horſes themſelves are ſaid to be very 
good eating, and as ſuch, to be preferred by ſome of the 
Indians even before the black cattle. But whatever plen- 
ty of this kind may be hereafter found here, thete is one 
materia] refreſhment which this eaſtern ſide of Patagonia 
ſeems to be very defective in, and that is freſh water; 
for the land being generally of a nitrous and ſa line na- 
ture, the ponds and ſtreams are frequently brackiſh. How- 
ever, as good water has been found there, though in 
ſmall quantities, it is- not improbable, but, on a further 
ſearch, this inconvenience may be removed. 0 
Beſides the cattle and horſes which | have mentioned, 


there are in all parts of this country a good number of 
Vicunnas or Ptruvian ſheep ; but theſe, by reafon of their 
ſhyneſs and ſwiftneſs, are killed with difficulty. On the- 
eaſtern coaft too, there abounds immenſe quantities f 
ſeals, and a vaſt variety of ſea-ſowl, amongſt which 
the moſt remarkable are the Penguins; they are in ſize 
and ſhape like a 2 but inſtead of wings they have 


ſhort ſtumps like fins, which are of no uſe to them ex- 
cept in the water; their bills are narrow, like that of an 
Albitroſs, and they ſtand and walk in an erect poſture. 
From this, and their white bellies, Sir: Joh Narborougb 
has whinfically likened them to little children ſtanding 
up in white aprons. | 

The inhabitants of this eaſtern coaſt (to which I have 
all along hitherto confined my relation) appear to be but 


few, 
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few, and have rarely been ſeen more than two or three 
at a time, by any ſhips that have touched here, We 
during our ſtay at the port of St. Julian ſaw none, How. 
ever towards Buenos Ayres they are ſufficiently numerous, 
and oftentimes very troubleſome to the Spaniards ; but 
there the greater breadth and variety of the country and 
a milder climate, yield them a better protection; for in 
that place the Continent is between three and four hun- 


dred leagues in breadth, whereas at port St. Julian it is 


little more than a hundred: So that 1 conceive the fame 
Indians, that frequent the weſtern coaſt of Patagonia, and 
the Streights of Magellan, often ramble to this fide. | As 
the Indians near Buenos Ayres exceed theſe ſouthern In- 
dians in number, ſo they greatly ſurpaſs them in activit 
and ſpirit, and ſeem in their manners to be nearly a 

lied to thoſe gallant Chilian Indians, who have long ſet 
the whole Spaniſh power at dehance, have often ravaged 
their country, and remain to this hour independent. f or 
the Indians about Buenos Ayres have learnt to be excel- 
lent horſemen, and ate extremely expert in the manage- 
ment of all cutting weapons, though ignorant of the uſe 
of fire-arins, which the Spantards are very ſolicitous to 
keep out of their hands. And of the vigour and reſo- 
lution of theſe Indians, the behaviour of :Orellana and 
his followers, whomn we have formerly mentioned, is a 
memorable inſtance. Indeed, were we diſpoſed to aim 
at the utter ſubverſion of the Spaniſh power in America, 
no means ſeem more probable to effect it, than due en- 
couragement and aſſiſtance given to theſe Indians and 
thoſe of Chili. 

Thus much may ſuffice in relation to the eaſtern coaſt 
of Patagonia. The weſtern coaſt is of leſs extent, and 
by reaſon of the Andes which ſkirt it, and ftretch quite 
down to the water, is a very rocky and dangerous More. 
However, I ſhall be hereafter neceſſitated to make fur- 
ther mention of it, and therefore ſhall not enlarge there- 
on at this time. 

We, on our firſt arrival here, ſent an Officer on ſhore 
to a falt-pond, in order to procure a quantity of falt 
for the ule of the Squadron, Sir John Narborough having 
obſerved, when he was here, that the ſalt produced in 
that place was very white and good, and that in Febru- 

ary 


* » —_ waa Www” RV 


ROUND THE WORLD. 63 
gry there was enough of it to fill a thouſand ſhips ; but 
our Officer returned with a ſample which was very bad, 
and he told us, that even of this there was but little to 
be got; I ſuppoſe the weather had been more rainy 
than ordinary, and had deſtroyed it. T3 


Cu ay. VII. Departure from the bay of St. Julian, and the 
7 paſſage from . to Streights Le Maire. 


| T 2 Tryal being nearly refitted, which was our prin- 


cipal occupation at this bay of St. Julian, and the 

ſole occaſion of dur ſtay, the Commodore thought it ne- 
ceſſary, as we were now directly bound for the Sourh-Seas 
and the enemy's coaſts, to regulate the plan of his fu- 
ture operations : And therefore, on the 24th-of February, 
a ſignal was made for all Captains, and a Council of 
war was held on board the Centurion, at which were pre- 
ſent the Honourable Edward Legge, Captain Matthew 
Mitchel, the Honourable George Murray, Captain David 
Cheap, together with Colonel Mordaunt Cracherode, Com- 
mander of the land- forces. At this Council Mr. Anſon 
propoſed, that their firſt attempt, after their arrival in 
the South-Seas, ſhould be the attack of the town and har- 
bour of Baldivia, the principal frontier of the diſtrict of 
Chili; Mr. Anſon informing them, at the ſame time, 
that it was an article contained in his Majeſty's inſtruc- 
tions to him, to endeavour to ſecure ſome port in ſhe 
South Seas, where the ſhips of the ſquadron might be 
careened and 1efitted. To this propoſition made by the 
Commodore, the Council unanimoufly and readily 
agreed ; and in conſequence of this reſolution, new in- 
ſtiuctions were given to the Captains of the ſquadron, 
by which though they were ſtil] directed, in caſe of ſe- 
paration, to make the beſt of their way to the Iſland of 
Nueſtra Senora del Socoro, yet (notwithſtanding the orders 
they had formerly given them at St. Catherine's) they 
were to Cruize off that Iſland only ten days; from 
whence, if not joined by the Commodore, they were to 
2 and cruize off the harbour of Baldivia, making 
be land between the latitudes of 40% and 40: 30l, and 

taking care to keep to the ſouthward of the port; and, if 
in fourteen days they were not joined by the reſt of the 
ſquadron, 
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ſquadron, they were then to quit this tation, and to gi. 
rect their courſe to the Iſland of Juan Fernandes, after 
which they were to regulate their turther proceedings by 
their former orders. Ihe ſame directions were alſo given 
to the Maſter of the Ama Pink, and he was particular 

inſtructed to be very careful in anſwering the ſignalz 
made by any ſhip of the ſquadron, and like wiſe to de- 
ſtroy his papers and orders, if he ſhould be ſo unfortu- 
nate, as to fall into the hands of the enemy. And as 
the ſeparation of the ſquadron might prove of the u- 
moſt prejudice to his Majeſty's ſervice, each 1. Was 
ordered to give it in charge to the reſpeQive Officers of 
the watch, not to keep their ſhip at a greater diſtance 
from the Centurion than two miles, as they would anſwer 
it at their peril ; and if any Captain ſhould find bis ſhip 
beyond the diſtance ſpecified, he was to acquaint the 


Commodore with the name of the Officer, who had thus 


neglected his duty. | | | 
| Tbeſe neceſſary regulations being eſtabliſhed, and the 
Tryalſloop compleated, the ſquadron weighed on Friday 
the 27th of February, at feven in the morning, and ſtood 
to the ſea ; the Grouce/ler indeed found a difficulty in pur- 
chaſing her anchor, and was left a confiderable way a- 


ſtern, fo that in the night we fired ſeveral guns as a ſig- 


na] to her Captain to make fail, but he did not come 
up to us till the next morning, when we found thatthey 
had been obliged to cut their cable, and leave their belt 
bower behind them. At ten in the morning, the day at 
ter our departure, M oad s Mount, the high land over 8t. 
Julian, bore from us N. by W. diſtant ten Jeagues, and 
we had fiſty- two fathom of water. 
the ſouthward, we had great expeQation of falling in 
with 7izarro's ſquadron ; for, during our ſtay at port &.. 
Julian, there had generally been hard gales between the 
W. N. W. and S. W. ſo that we bad reaſon to conclude 
the Spaniards had gained no ground upon us in that in- 
terval. And it was the proſpect of meeting with them, 
that had occaſioned our os to be ſo very ſol 
citous to prevent the ſeparation of our ſhips: For bad we 
been ſolely intent on getting round Cape Horn in the 
ſhorteſt time, the propereſt method for this purpoſe 


would have been, to have ordered each ſhip 10 1 
made 


And now ſtanding to 
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waiting for the 9 | 

From our departure from St. Julian to the 4h of 
March we had little wind, with thick hazy weather, 
and ſome rain; and our ſoundings were generally from 
forty to fifty fathom, with a bottom of black and grey 
fand, ſometimes intermixed with pebble ſtones. On the 


not more than fix or ſeven leagues diſtant : 
is the northern cape of the Streights of Magellan, it lies 
in the latitude of 52“: 21 South, and longitude from 
London 71* : 44 Weſt, and ſeems to be a low flat land, 
ending m a point. Off this Cape our depth of water 


was from thirty-five to forty-eight fathom. The after» 


| noon of this day was very bright and clear, with ſmell 
breezes of wind, inclinable to a calm, and moſt of the 
Captains took the opportunity of this favourable wea- 
ther to pay a viſit to the Commodore; but while they 
were in company together, they were all greatly alarmed 
by a ſudden flame, which burft out on board the Glow- 
. and which was ſucceeded by a cloud of ſmoak. 
owever, they were ſoon relieved from their apprehen- 
ons, by _ pn m—_ — was occa - 
ſſoned by a e from t e, lighting on 
ſome Sic bor.» and other combuſtivles, bc an Ofi- 
cer on board was preparing for uſe, in caſe we ſhould 
fall in with the Spaniſh fleet; and that it had been ex- 
tioguiſhed without any damage to the ſhip. 

e here found what was conſtantly verified by all our 
obſervations in theſe high latitudes, that fair weather was 
always of an exceeding ſhort duration, and that when it 
was remarkad]y fine, it was a certain preſage of a ſuc- 
ceeding ſtorm, for the calm and ſunſhine of our afternoon 
ended in a moſt turbulent night, the wind freſhening from 
the 8. W. as the night came on, and encreaſing ita 
violence continually till nine in the inorning the next 
day, when it blew ſo hard, that we were obliged to 
bring to with the ſquadron, and to continue under a 
reefed mizen till eleven at night, having in that time 
from forty-three to fifty-ſeven — water, with black 
'and and gravel ; and by an obſervation we had at noon, 
ve concluded a current had ſet us twelve miles — 
the 


unde the beſt of her way 10 the rendezyous, without = 


4th of March we were in ſight of Cape wy en eg | 
at | 
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the ſouthward of our reckoning. Towards midnight 
the wind abating, we made Fi again ; and ſteering 
South, we diſcovered in the morning for the firſt tine 
the land, called Terra del Fuego, ſtretching from the 
S. by W. to the 8. E. & E. This indeed afforded us by 
a very uncomfortable proſpect, it appearing of a ſtupen. 
dous height, covered every where with ſnow. We ſteer. 
ed along this ſhore all day, having ſoundings from forty 
to fifty fathom, with ſtones and gravel. And as we is. 
tended to paſs through Streights Le Maire next day, 
we lay to at night, that we might not overſhoot then, if 
and took this opportunity to prepare ourſelves for the 
tempeſtuous climate we were foon to be engaged in; 
with which view, we employed ourſelves good part of 
the night in bending an entire new ſuit of ſails to-the 
yards. At four the next morning, being the 7th of March, 
we made fail, and at eight ſaw the land; aud ſoon aſter 
we began to open the Streights, at which time 
St. James bore from us E. 8. E. Cape St. Vincent 8. E. 
E. the middlemoſt of the Three Bruthers S. and by N. 
ontegorda South, and Cape St. Bartholomew, which i 
the ſouthermoſt point of Staten-land, K. 8. E. And here 
I muſt obſerve, that Fregier has given us à very corre 
proſpeR of the part of Terra del Fuego, which borders on 
the Streights, but has omitted that of Staten-/and, which 
forms the oppoſite ſhore ; Hence we found it difficult to 
determine exaQly where the Streights lay, till they begun 
to open to our view and for want of this, if we had not 
happened to have coaſted a conſiderable way along ſhore, 
we might have miſſed the Streights, and have got to the 
eaſtward of Staten- lund before we knew it. This is 1 
accident that has happened to many ſhips, particulaily, 
as Fresier mentions, to the Incarnatin and C | 
who intending to paſs through Streights Le Maire, were 
deceived by three hills on Staten-/and like the Thre 
Brothers, and ſome creeks reſembling thoſe of Terra di 
Fuego, and thereby overſhot the Streights. | 

nd on this occaſion I cannot but remark, that thong 
Terra del Fuego had an aſped extremely barren and de. 
ſolate, yet this Iſland of Staten-land far ſurpaſſes it, 1 
the wildneſs and horror of its appearance : It ſeeming 


to be entirely compoſed of inacceſſible rocks, wu 
| the 
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the leaſt mixture of earth or mold between them. Theſe 
rocks terminate in a vaſt number of ragged points, which 
ſpire up to 2 prodigious height, and are all of them co- 
vered with everlaſting ſnow ; the points themſelves are 
on every fide ſurrounded with ſrightful precipices, and 
often over-hang in a moſt — manner; and the 
bills which bear them, are generally ſeparated from each 
other by narrow clifts which appear as if the country had 
been rent by earthquakes; for theſe chaſms are nearly 
perpendicular, and extend through the ſubſtance of the 
main rocks, almoſt to their very bottoms : So that no- 
thing can be imagined more ſavage and gloomy, than 
the whole aſpect of this coaſt. But to proceed: 

[ have abovementioned, that on the 7th of March, in 
the morning, we opened Streights Le Maire, and ſoon 
after, or about ten o'clock, the Pearl, and the Tryal be- 
ing ordered to keep a- head of the ſquadron, we entered 
them with fair weather and a briſk gale, and were hur- 
ried through by the rapidity of the tide in about two 
hours, though they are between ſeven and eight leagues in 
length. As theſe Streights are often conſidered as the 
boundary between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and 
as we preſumed we had nothing now before us but an open 


ſea, till we arrived on thoſe opulent coaſts, where all our 


hopes and wiſhes centered, we could not help flattering 
ourſelves, that the 3 difficulty of our paſſage was 
now at an end, and that our moſt ſanguine dreams were up- 
on the point of being realiſed ; and hence we indulged our 
A in thoſe romantic ſchemes, which the fancied 
poſſeſſion of the Chilian gold and Peruvian ſilver might 
be conceived to inſpire. Theſe joyous ideas were height- 
ened by the brightneſs of the ſky, and the ſerenity of the 
weather, which was indeed moſt remarkably pleaſing ; 
for though the winter was now advancing apace, yet 
the morning of this day, in its brilliancy and mildnefs, 
pave place to none we had ſeen ſince our departure 
rom England. Thus animated by theſe deluſions, we 
traverſed theſe memocable Streights, ignorant of the 
dreadful calamities that were then impending, and juſt 
ready to break upon us: ignorant that the time drew 
dear, when the ſquadron would be ſeparated never to 
unite again, and that this day of our paſſage was the 
laſt 
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part of us would eye 


laſt cheerful day that the greateſt 
hve to enjoy. 


Canary. VIII. From Streights Le Maire to Cape Noir, 


7 * 5 
* 


= 


E had ſcarcely reached the ſouthern extremity of 


the Streights of Le Maire, when our flattering 


hopes were r 
diate deſtruction: 


qu 
ſk 
of, 


loſt in the apprebenſions of imme 
or before the ſternmoſt ſhips of the 
adron were clear of the Streights, the ſerenity of the 


ſuddenly changed, and gave us all the preſs 


an impending ſtorm; and immediately the wind ſhift 


ed to the ſouthward, and blew in fuck violent ſqually 
that we were obliged to hand our top-ſails, and reef our 
- main-ſail : The tide too, which bad hitherto favoured 
us, now turned againſt us, and drove us to the eaſtward 
with prodigious rapidity, ſo that we were in great anxiet 
for the Mager and the Anna Pink, the two ſternm 

veſſels, fearing they would be daſhed to pieces againk 
the ſhore of Staten-land; nor were our apprehenſion 
without foundation, for it was with the.utmoſt difficulty 


they eſcaped. And now the whole ſquadr 
of purſuing their intended courſe to the S. 


driven to the eaſtward by the united force of the ſtorm, 


inſtead 


„were 


and of the currents; ſo that next day in the morning 


we found ourſelves near ſeven leagues to t 
of Staten-land, which then bore from us N. W, 


be eaſtward 
The 


violence of the current, which had ſet us with ſo much 


precipitation to the eaſtward, together with the force 
and conſtancy of the weſterly -winds, ſoon taught us to 


confider the doubling of Cape Horn as an enterprize 
that might prove too mighty for our efforts, though ſome 
among us had lately treated the difficulties which former 
voyagers were ſaid to have met with in this undertaking, 
as little better than chimerical, and had ſuppoſed them 
to ariſe rather from timidity and unſkilfulneſs, than from 
the real embarraſſments of the winds and ſeas ; but we 
were now ſeverelyconvinced,that theſe cenſures were raſh 
and ill- grounded: For the diſtreſſes with which we ftrug- 
pled, during the three ſucceeding months, will not eaſily 


paralleled in the relation of any former naval expedi- 


tion. 


ver 
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tion. This will, F doubt not, be readily allowed by 
thoſe who ſhall carefully peruſe the enfuing narration. 
From the ftorm which came on before we had well 
got clear of Streights Le Maire, we had a continual fuc- 
ceſſion of ſuch tempeſtuous weather, as 'furprized the 
oldeſt and moſt experienced Mariners on board, and 
obliged them to confeſs, that what they had hitherto 
called ſtorms were inconſiderable gales, compared with 
the violence of theſe winds, which raifed ſuch ſhort, and 


n the ſame time ſuch mountainous waves, as greatly 


ſurpaſſed in danger all ſeas known in apy other part 
of the globe : And it was not without great reaſon, that 
this unuſual appearance filled us with continual error; 
for had any one of theſe waves broke fairly over us, it 
muſt, in all probability, have. ſent us to the bottom. 
Nor did we eſcape with terror only; for the ſhip rolling 
inceſſantly gunwale to, gave us fuch quick and vioJent 
motions, that the men were in perpetual danger of be- 
ing daſhed to pieces againſt the decks, or ſides of the 
ſhip. And though we were extremely careful to ſecure, 
ourſelves from theſe ſhocks, by grafping ſome fixed bo- 
dy, yet many of our people were forced from their hold; 
ſome of whom were killed, and others greatly injured ; 
in particular, one of our beſt ſeamen was canted over- 
board and drowned, another diflocated his neck, a third 
was thrown into the main-hold and broke his thigh, 
and one of our Boatſwain's Mates broke his collar-bone 
twice ; not to mention many other accidents of the fame 
kind. Theſe tempeſts, fo dreadful in themſelves, though 
unattended by any other unfavourable circumſtance, 
were yet rendered more mifchievous to us by their in- 
equality, and the deceitful intervals which they at ſome 
lines afforded ; for though we were oftentimes obliged 
to lie to for days together under a reefed mizen, and 
were ſometimes reduced to lie at the mercy of the waves 
under our bare poles, yet now and then we ventured' to 
make fale with our courſes doubled reefed-; and the 
weather proving more tolerable, would perhaps encou- 
rage us to ſet our top- ſails; after which, the wind, with- 
out any previous notice, would 1eturn upon us with 
redoubled force, and would in an inftant tear our-fails 
from the yards, And that no circumſtance might be 

wanting 
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wanting which could aggrandize our diſtreſs, theſe 
blaſts generally brought with them a great quantity of 
ſnow and fleet, which caſed our rigging, and froze our 
ſails, thereby rendering them and our cordage brittle, 
and apt to ſnap upon the ſlighteſt ſtrain, adding great 
difficulty and ee to the working of the ſhip, be. 
numbing the limbs of our people, and making them 
. of exerting themſelves with their uſual adi. 


vity, and even diſabling many of them, by mortifying 
their toes and fingers. It were indeed endleſs to enu- 
merate the various diſaſters of different kinds which be- 
fel us; and I ſhall only mention the moſt material, 
which wall ſufficiently evince the calamitous condities 
of the whole ſquadron, during the courſe of this na- 


vigation. ä 

Ft was on the 7th of March, as hath been already ob- 
ſerved, that we paſſed Streights Le Maire, and were im- 
mediately afterwards driven to the eaſtward by a vio- 
lent ſtorin, and the force of the current which ſet that 
way. For the four or five ſucceeding days we had 
hard gales of wind from the ſame quarter, with a moſt 
prodigious ſwell ; ſo that though we ſtood, during all 
that time, towards the S. W. yet we had no reaſon to 
imagine, we had made any way to the weſtward, In 
this interval we had frequent ſqualks of rain and ſnow, 
and ſhipped great quantities of water; after which, for 
three or four days, though the ſeas ran mountains high, 
yet the weather was rather more moderate : But on 
the 18th, we had again ſtrong gales of wind with ex- 
treme cold, and at midnight the main top- ſail ſplit, 
and one of the ſtraps of the main dead eyes broke. 
From hence, to the 23d, the weather was more fa- 
vourable, though often intermixed with rain and fleet, 
and ſome hard gales ; but as the waves did not ſubſide, 
the ſhip, by labouring in this lofty ſea, was now grown 
ſo looſe in her upper works, that ſhe let in the water at 
every ſeam, ſo that _ part within board was con- 
ſtantly expoſed to the ſea-water, and ſcarcely any of 
the Officers ever lay in dry beds. Indeed it was very 
rare, that two nights ever paſſed without inany of them 
being driven from their beds, by the deluge of water 


that came u them. | 
uy On 
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On the 23d, we bad a moſt violent ſtorm of wind 
ail, and rain, with a yery great ſea : and though we 
handed the main top-ſail before the height of the ſquall, 
et we found the yard ſprung ; and ſoon after, the foot- 
rope of the main-ſail breaking, the main-ſail itſelf ſplit 
nfantly to rags, and, in ſpite of our endeavours to fave 
it, much the greater part of it was blown over-board. 
On this, the Commodore made the ſignal for the ſqua- 
dron to bring to; and the ſtorm at length flattening to 
a calm, we had an opportunity of getting down our 
main top-fail yard to put the carpenters at work upon 
it, and of repairing our rigging; after which, having 
bent a new main-ſail, we got under fail again with a 
moderate breeze; but in leſs than twenty-four hours we 
were attacked by another ſtorm ſtil} more furious than 
the former; for it proved a perfect hurricane, and re- 
duced us to the neceſſity of lying to under our bare 


0. poles. As our ſhip kept the wind better than any of the 
at reſt, we were obliged, in the afternoon, to wear ſhip, in 
ad order to join the ſquadron to the leeward, which other- 


wiſe we ſhould have been in danger of loſing in the night: 
And as we dare not venture any fail abroad, we were 
obliged to make uſe of an expedient, which anſwered 
In our purpoſe ; this was putting the helm a-weather, and 


7 manning the fore-ſhrouds : But though this method proy- 
or ed ſucceſsful for the end intended, yet in the execution of 
h, it, one of our ableſt ſeamen was canted overboard ; and 
1 notwithſtanding the prodigious agitation of the waves, 
S we perceived that he iwam very ſtrong, and it was with 
t, the utmoſt concern that we found ourſelves incapable of 
e. aſſiſting him; and we were the more grieved at his un- 
I- happy fate, ſince we Joſt fight of him ſtruggling with the 
t, waves, and conceived from the manner in which he 
, ſwam, that he might continue ſenſible for a conſider- 


n able time longer, of the horror attending his irretrieva- 
Ut ble ſituation. | 
- Before this laſt mentioned ſtorm was quite abated, we 
f found two of our main-ſhrouds and one mizen-ſhroud 
Y broke, all Which we knotted, and ſet up immediately; 
n and from hence we had an interval of three or four days 
r leſs tempeſtnous than uſual, but accompanied with a thick 
oz, in which we were obliged to fire guns almoſt every 
n half 
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half hour, te keep our ſquadron together. On the 31 
we were alarmed by a gun fired from the Gloucefter, and 
a ſignal made by her to ſpeak with the Commodar,, 
we immediately bore down to her, and were prepated 
to hear of ſome terrible diſaſter; but we were apprizd 
of it before we joined her, for we ſaw that her main yu 
was broke in the ſlings. This was a grievous misfortuns 
to us all at this juncture; as it was obvious it would 
prove an hindrance to our failing, and would detain: 1 
the longer in theſe inhoſpitable latitudes. But our future 
ſucceſs and ſafety was not to be promoted by repining 
but by reſolution and activity; and therefore, that tha 
unlucky incident might delay us as little as poſſible, thy 
Commodore ordered ſeveral Carpenters to be put on 
board the Glouceffer from the other ſhips of the ſquadroy 
in order to repair her damage with the utmoſt expedi 
tion, and the Captain of the Tal complaining at the 
ſame time, that his pumps were ſo bad, and the .ſlooy 
made fo great a quantity of water, that he was ſcarcely 
able to keep her free, the Commodore ordered him: 
pump ready fitted from his own ſhip. It was very for. 
tunate for the Glouce/ier and the Tryal, that the weather 

ved more favourable this day than for many days 

h before and after ; ſince by this means they were 
enabled to receive the aſſiſtance which ſeemed eſſentia 
to their preſervation, and which they. could ſcarceh 
have had at any other time, as it would have been er 

tremely hazardous to have ventured a boat on board. 

The next day, that is, on the iſt of April, the wer 
ther returned again to his cuſtomary bias, the ſky look 
ed dark and gloomy, and the wind began to freſhen and 
to blow in ſqualls; however, it was not yet fo. boilte 
rous as to prevent our carrying our top-ſails cloſe reeſed; 
but its appearance was ſuch, as plainly prognoſticated 
that a ftill ſeverer tempeſt was at hand: And accord 
ingly, on the 3d of April, there came on a ſtorm, which 
both in its violence and continuation: (for it laſted three 


days) exceeded all that we had hitherto encountered. 
In its firſt onſet we received a furious ſhock from a ſea 
which broke upon our larboard quarter, where it ſtove 
in the quarter gallery, and ruſhed into the ſhip. like 4 
deluge ; our rigging too ſuffered extremely, for one fe 
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he ſtraps of the main dead-eyes was broke, as was alſo 
| main-ſhroud and puttock-ſhroud, ſo that to eaſe the 
refs upon the maſts and ſhrouds, we lowered both our 
ain and fore-yards, and furled all our fails, and in this 
oſture we lay for three days, when the ſtorm ſome- 
hat abating, we ventured to make fail under our cour- 
es only; but even this we could not do long, for, the 
ext day, which was the 7th, we had another hard gale 
ff wind, with lightning and rain, which obl'ged us to 
Jie to again till night, Tt was wonderful, that notwith- 
anding the hard weather we had endured, no extraor- 
linary accident had happened io any of the ſquadron 
ince the breaking of the Gloucefter's main-yard : But 
this wonder ſoon ceaſed ; for at three the next morn» 
vg, ſeveral guns were fired to leeward as ſignals of 
itreſs. And the Commodore making a fignal for the 
ſquadron to bring to, we, at day-break, ſaw the Wager, 
z conſiderable way to leeward of any of the other ſhips ; 
and we ſoon perceived that ſhe had loſt ber mizen- maſt, 
and main top-ſail yard, We immediately bore down 
o her, and found this diſaſter had ariſen from the 
dadneſs of her iron work; for all the chain-plates to 
indward had given way, upon the ſhips fetching a 
deep roll. This proved the more unfortunate to the 
Wager, as her Carpenter had been on board the 
luceſter ever ſince the 31ſt of March, and the wea- 
her was now too ſevere to permit him to return : 
or was the Wager the only ſhip of the ſquadron that 

ad ſuffered in the late tempeſt ; for the next day a 
ignal of diſtreſs was made by the Anna Pink, and upon 
peaking with the Maſter, we learnt that they had 
broke their fore-ſtay and the gammon of the bow-ſprit, 
ind were in no ſmall danger of having all the maſts 
ome by the board; ſo that we were obliged to bear 
way until they had made all faſt, after which we haled 
pon a wind again. 

And now, aſter all our ſolicitude, and the numerous 
ls of every kind, to which we had been inceſſantly ex- 
doſed for near forty days, we had great conſolation in 
be flattering hopes we entertained, that our fatigues 
ere drawing to a period, and that we ſhould ſoon ar- 
ne in a more hoſpitable climate, where we ſhould be 

E amply 
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amply repaid ſor all our paſt ſufferings. For, towns 
the latter end of March, we were advanced by our reck 
oning, near 107 to the weſtward of the weſtermoſt poi 
of Terra del Fuego, and this allowance being double why 
former Navigators have thought neceſſary to be tales 
in order to compenſate the drift of the eaſtern current 
we eſteemed: ourſelves to be well advanced within the 
limits of the ſouthern Ocean, and had therefore bee 
ever ſince ſtinding to the northward with as much expe. 
dition as the turbulence of the weather, and our tr 
quent diſaſters permitted. And, on the 13th of April 
we were but a degree in latitude to the ſouthward ot the 
Welt entrance of the Streights of Magellan; ſo that we 
fully expected, in a very few days, to have'experienced 
the celebrated tranquillity of the Pacific Ocean. 

But theſe were deluſions which only ſerved to rende 
our diſappointment more terrible ; for the next morning 
between one and two, as we were ſtanding to the non 
ward, and the weather which had till then been hazy 
accidentally cleared up, the Fin made a ſignal for fees 
ing land 1ight a-head ; and it being but two miles dif 
tant we were all under the moſt. dreadfu] apprehenſion 
of running on ſhore; which, had either the wind blow 
from its uſual quarter with its wonted vigour, or had 10 
the moon ſuddenly ſhone out, not a ſhip amongſt u 
could poſſibly have avoided : But the wind, which ſome 


few hours blew in ſqualis from the 8. W, having for 


tunately ſhifted to W. N. W, we were enabled 10 ſtand 
to the ſouthward, and to clear ourſelves of this uner 
peQed danger; ſo that by noon we had gained an offiy 
of near twenty leagues. 
By the latitude of this land we fell in with, it was 
reed to be a part of Terra del Fuego, near the ſouthert 
outlet deſcribed in Frezier's Chart of the Streights dl 
Magellan, and was ſuppoſed to be that point called by 
him Cape Noir. It was indeed moſt wonderful, tha 
the currents ſhould have driven us to the eaſtward will 
ſuch ſtrength ; for the whole ſquadron eſteemed them! 
ſelves upward of ten degrees more weſlerly than thi 
land, ſo that in running down, by our account, about 
nineteen degrees of longitude, we had not really «0 


vanced above half that diſtance. And now, * 
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Ling our labours and anxieties relieved by approaching 
warmer Climate and more tranquil ſeas, we were to 
er again to the ſouthward, and were again to combat 
ſe weſtern blaſts, which had fo oſten terrified. us; and 
s too, when we were weakened by our men falling 
k, and dying apace, and when our ſpirits, dejecte 
a long continuance at ſea, and by our late diſappoint- 
nt, were much leſs capable of ſupporting -us in the 
rious difficulties, which we could not but expect in 
s new undertaking. Add to all this too, the diſcou- 
gement we received by the diminution of the ſtrength 
the ſquadron; for three days before this, we loſt ſight 
the Severn and Pearl in the morning; and though we 
ead our ſhips, and beat about for them ſome time, yet, 
never ſaw them more; whence we had apprehen- 
ns that they too might have fallen in with this land 
the night, and by being leſs favoured by the wind 
| the moon than we were, might have run on ſhore 
d have periſhed. Full of theſe dejeQed thoughts and 
domy preſages, we ſtood away to the 8. W, prepared 
our late diſaſter to ſuſpect, that how large ſoever al- 
ance we made in our weſting for the driſt of the 
ern current, we might ſtill, upon a ſecond trial, per- 
ps find it inſufficient. | 


142. IX. Obſervations and directions for facilitating the 
paſſage of our future Cruiſers round Cape Horn. 


H E improper ſeaſon of the year in which we at- 

L tempted to double Cape Horn, and to which is to 
imputed the diſappointment (recited in the foregoing 
apter) in falling in with Terra del Fuego, when we 
koned ourſelves at leaſt a hundred leagues to the weſt- 
rd of that whole coaſt, and conſequently well ad- 
ced into the Pacific Ocean; this unſeaſonable navi- 
lon, | ſay, to which we were neceſſitated by our too 
e departure from England, was the fatal ſource of all 
misfortunes we afterwards encountered. From hence 
ceded the ſeparation of our ſhips; the deſtructioa of 
people, the ruin of our project on Baldivia, and of 
our other views on the Spaniſb places, and the reduc- 
of our ſquadron ſrom the formidable condition in 
18: | which 
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which it paſſed Streights Le Maire to a couple of ſhy 
tered halt manned cruizers and a floop, fo far difably 
that in many climates they ſcarcely durſt have put to 
To prevent therefore, as much as in me lies, all ſhy 
hereafter bound to the South Seas from ſuffering th 
ſame calamities, I think it my duty to inſert, in tf 
place, ſuch directions and obſervations, as either 
own experience and reflection, or the converſe of t 
moſt ſkilful Navigators on board the ſquadron "coul 
furniſh\me with, in relation to the moſt eligible man 
of doubling Cape Horn, whether in regard to the 


ſon of the year, the courſe proper to be ſteerei, or th 
places of refreſhment both on the Eaſt and Wet fide( 


South America. 
And firft with regard to the proper place for refrel 
ment on the Eaſt-ſide of South America. For this pur 
poſe the Iſland of St. Catherine's has been uſually 
commended by former writers, and on theif faith i 
put in there, as has been formerly mentioned\: But th 
treatment we met with, and the ſmall ſtore of refre 
ment we could procure there, are ſufficient reaſons 
render all ſhips for the future cautious, how they 1 
themſelves in the government of Don Joſe Silva de Bu 
for they may certainly depend on having their ſtreng 
condition, and deſigns betrayed to the Spaniards, u 
as the knowledge, the Governor can procure of th 
particulars, will give leave. And as this treacher 
conduct is inſpired by the views of private gain, nl 
illicit commerce carried on to the river of Hate, 
ther than by any national affection which the Formugw 
bear the Spaniards, the ſame perfidy may perhaps be 
pected from moſt of the Governors of the Brazil coil 
ſince theſe ſmuggling engagements are doubtleſs ver 
tenſive and general. And though the Governors ſhit 
themſelves deteſt ſo faithleſs a procedure, yet as! 
are perpetually paſſing from ſome or other of the In 
ports to the river of Plate, the Spaniards could ſcar 
tail of receiving, by this means, caſual intelligence 
any Britiſh ſhips upon the coaſt ; which, however! 
perfect ſuch intelligence might be, would prove of d 
gerous import to the views and intereſts of thoſe qu 
ers who were thus diſcovered, 


hat 
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For the Spaniſh trade in the South Sas running all in 
ve track from North to South, with very little devia- 
an to the eaſtward or weſtward, it is in the power of 
wo or three cruiſers, properly ſtationed in different 
arts of this track, to poſſeſs themſelves ' of every ſhip 
at-puts ts ſea : But this is only ſo long as they can 
ontinue concealed from the neighbouring coaſt; for the 
ſtant an enemy is known. to be in thoſe ſeas, all na- 
igation is ſtopped, and conſequently all captures are at 
nend ; fince the Spaniards, well apprized of theſe ad- 
antages of the enemy, ſend expreſſes along the coaſt, 
nd lay a general embargo on all their trade; a meaſure 
hich they prudentially foreſee, will not only.prevent 
heir veſſcls being taken, but will ſoon lay any cruilers 
yho have not ſtrength ſufficient to attempt their places, 
nder a neceſſity of returning home. Hence then ap- 
ears the great importance of concealing all expeditions - 
f this kind; and hence too it follows, how extremely 
rejudicial that intelligence may prove, Which is given 
y the Portugueſe Governor to the Spaniards, in relation 
o the deſigns of ſhips touching at the ports of Brazil. 

However, notwithſtanding the inconveniencies we 
ave mentioned of, touching on the coaſt of Brazil, it 
ill oftentimes happen, that ſhips bound round Cape 
un will be obliged to call there for a ſupply of wood 
nd water, and other refreſhments. In this cafe St. Ca- 
berine's is the laſt place l would recommend, both as the 
oper animals for a live ſtock at ſea, as hogs, ſheep 
nd fowls cannot be procured there, (for want of which 
e found ourſelves greatly diſtreſſed, by being reduced to 
ve almoſt entirely on an proviſions) but alſo becauſe 
om its being nearer the river Plate than many of their 
her ſettlements, the inducements and conveniencies of 
ſettaying us are much ſtronger, The place I would re- 
ommend is Rio Janeiro, here two of our ſquadron 
Put in aſter they were ſeparated from us in paſſing Cape 
lune for here, as I have been informed by one of the 
enilemen on board thoſe ſhips, any quantity of hogs 
ad poultry may be procured, and this place being 
ore diſtant from the river of Plate, the difficulty of in- 
cligence is ſomewhat inhanced, and conſequently the 
ance of continuing there unCiſcovered, in ſome de- 
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gree augmented, Other meaſures which may efeq 
ally obviate all thefe embarraſſments, will be conſiden 
more at large hereafter, d eee 
And now TI proceed to the conſideration of the gy 
per courſe to be ſteered for redoubling Cape Horn. A 
here, I think, I am ſufficiently authorized hy our o 
fatal experience, and by a careful comparifon and a 
amination of the journals of former Navigators, to gh 
this piece of advice, which in prudence I think og 
never to be departed from : That is, that all ſhy 
bound to the South-Seas, inſtead of paſſing throup 
Streights Le Maire, ſhould conftantly paſs to the eaftwyl 
of Staten-land, and ſhould be invariably bent on run 
to the ſouthward, as far as the latitude of 61 or 66 
grees, before they endeavour to ſtand to the weſtwarl} 
and that when they are got into that latitude, they ſhoul 
then make ſure of ſufficient weſting, before they on 
think of ſteering to the northward. , | 
But as directions diametrically oppoſite to theſe hay 
been formerly given by other wiiters, it is incumbent u 
me to produce my reaſons for each part of this mati 
And firſt, as to the paſſing to the eaſtward of Staten · lui 
Thoſe who have attended to the riſque we ran in paſig 
Streights Le Maire, the danger we were in of bei 
driven upon Staten land by the current, when, thou 
we happily eſcaped being put on ſhore, we were t 
carried to eaſtward of that Iſland: thoſe who reſi 
on this, and on the like accidents which have happend 
to other ſhips, will ſurely not eſteem it prudent to pal 
through Streights Le Maire, and run the riſque of thy 
wreck, and after all find themſelves no farther to it 
weſtward (the only reafon hitherto given for this prac 
tice) than they might have been in the fame time, / 
ſecure navigation in an open ſea. 

And next, as to the directions I have given for rut 
ning into the latitude of 61 or 62 South, before any ef 
deavour is made to ſtand to the weſtward. The realon 
for this precept are, that in all probability the violence a 
the currents will be hereby avoided, and the wegthe⸗ 
will prove leſs tempeſtuous and uncertain, This laſt ci 
cumſtance we ourſelves experienced moſt remarkablſ 


for after we had unexpectedly fallen in with the 1 
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Is been mentioned in the preceding chapter, we ſtood 
away to the ſouthward to run clear of it, and were no 
ſooner advanced into ſixty degrees or upwards, but we 
et with much better weather, and ſmoother water than 
in any other part of the whole paſſage : The air indeed 
as very cold and ſharp, and we had ſtrong gales, but 
hey were ſteady and uniform, and we had at the ſame 
ine ſunſhine and a clear ſky ; whereas in the lower lati- 
ades, the winds every now and then intermitted, as it 

ere to recover new ſtrength, and then returned ſud- 
genly in the moſt violent guſts, threatening at each blaſt 
the loſs of our maſt, which muſt have ended in our 
certain deſtruction. And that the currents in this high 
Jatitude would be of much leſs efficacy than nearer the 
hand, ſeems to be evinced from theſe conſiderations, 
that all currents run with greater violence nearthe ſhore 
than at ſea, and that at greater diſtances from ſhore they 
ate ſcarcely perceptible: Indeed the reaſon of this ſeems 
ſufficiently obvious, if we conſider, that conſtant currents 
are, in all probability, produced by conſtant winds, the 
winds driving before it, though with a ſlow and imper- 


ceptible motion, a large. bo / of water, which being 


accumulated upon any coaſt that it meets with, this ſu- 
perfluous water muſt eſcape along the ſhore by the en- 
cexyours of its ſurface to reduce itſelf to the ſame level 
with the reſt of the Ocean. And it is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that thoſe violent guſts of- wind, which we ex- 
perienced near the ſhore, ſo very different from what we 
lound in the latitude of ſixty degrees and upwards, may 
be owing to a ſimilar cauſe ; for a weſterly. wind almoſt 
perpetually prevails in the ſouthern part of the Pacific 
Ocean. And this current of air being interrupted by 
thoſe immenſe hills called the Andes, and by the mountains 
on Terra del Fuego, which together bar up the whole 
country to the ſouthward as far as Cape Horn, a part of 
I! only can eſcape over the tops of theſe prodigious pre- 
cipices, andi the reſt muſt naturally follow the direction 
ot the coaſt, and jnuſt range down the land to the ſouth» 
ward, and ſweep with an impetuous and irregular blaſt 
round Cape Horn, and the ſouthermoſt part of Terra del 
Furgo. However, not io rely on theſe ſpeculations, we 
may, I believe, eflabliſh, as inconteſtable, theſe mat- 
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ters of fa, that both the rapidity of the currents, an 
the violence of the weſtern gales, are leſs ſenſible in the 
latitude of 61 or 62 degrees, than nearer the ſhore 
Terra del Fuego. | 4 

But though I am ſatisfied both from our own expe. 
rience, and the relations of other Navigators, of the in. 
portance of the precept I here infiſt on, that of r. 
ning into the latitude of 61 or 62 degrees, before any 
endeavours are made. to ſtand to the weſtward; yet! 
would adviſe no ſhips hereafter to truſt ſo far to thi 
management, as to negle& another molt eſſential maxin, 
which is the making this - paſſage in the height of ſun- 
mer, that is in the months of December and Januar) 
and the more diſtant the time of paſling 1s taken fron 
this ſeaſon, the more diſaſtrous it may be reaſonably 
expected to prove. Indeed, if the mere violence of the 
weſtern winds be conſidered, the time of our paſſage 
which was about the Equinox, was perhaps the mol 
unfavourable ſcaſon ; but then it muſt be conſidered, 
that in the depth of winter there are many other in- 
conveniencies to be apprehended in this navigation, 
which are almoſt inſuperable : For the ſeverity of the 
cold, and the ſhortneſs of the days, would render it in. 
practicable at that ſeaſon to run fo far to the ſouthward 
as is here recommended ; and the ſame reaſons would 
ry, augment. the alarms of ſailing in the neighbour- 

ood of an unknown ſhore, dreadful in its appearance 
in the midſt of ſummer, and would make a winter 52. 
vigation on this coaſt to be, of all others, the mok 
diſmaying and terrible. As I would therefore advile 
all ſhips to make their paſſage in December and Jam 
ary, if poſſible, ſo I would warn them never to at 
tempt the ſeas to the ſouthward of Cape Horn, aſter the 
month of March. | 1 

And now as to the remaining conſideration, that i, 
the propereſt port for cruizers to refreſh at on their fil 
arrival in the South-Seas. On this head there is ſcarcely 
any choice, the Iſland of Juan Fernandes being the only 
place that can be prudently recommended for this pur 
poſe. For though there are many ports on the weſten 
fide of Patagonia, between the Streights of Magellan 


and the Spaniſh ſettlements, where ſhips might ride ' 
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reat ſafety, might recruit their wood and water, and 
might procure ſome few refreſhments ; yet that coaſt is 
in itſelf ſo terrible, from the rocks and breakers it a- 
bounds with, and from the violence of the weſtern winds, 


bounds with are more diſtinctly known. 

Thus having given the beſt directions in my power 
for the ſucceſs of future cruizers bound to the South-Seas, 
it might be expected that I ſhould again reſume the thread 
of my narration. But as both in the preceding and ſub- 
ſequent parts of this work, I have thought it my duty 
by WY ot only to recite all ſuch facts, and to inculcate ſuch 
the BY maxims as had the leaſt appearance of proving bene- 


. ficial to future Navigators, but alſo occaſionally to re- 


1ot WY commend ſuch meaſures to the public, as I conceive 
ed, rte adapted to promote the ſame laudable purpoſe, I 
n. WY cannot deſiſt from the preſent ſubject, without beſeech- 
on, ing thoſe to whom the conduct of our naval affairs is 
the WY committed, to endeavour to remove the many, per- 
im- plexities and embarraſſments with which the OE 
ard WY of the South-Seas is, at preſent, neceſſarily encumbered. 
uld An effort of this kind could not fail of proving high- 
ur hh honourable to themſelves, and extremely beneficial 
nee to their country, For it is to me ſufficiently evident, 


„: hat whatever advantages navigation ſhall receive, either 
of Wl dy the invention of methods that ſhall render its prac- 
vice ice leſs hazardous, or by the more accurate delineation 


nu of the coaſts, roads, and ports already known, or by the 


at- Wi diſcovery of new nations, or new ſpecies of commerce; 


the WY"! is evident; I ſay, to me, that by whatever means na- 
Vigation is promoted, the conventencies hence ariſing 
i muſt ultimately redound to the emolument of Great- 


bt Friain. Since, as our fleets are at preſent ſuperior to 
e) {hoſe of the whole world united, it muſt be a matchleſs 
nly WY 4<gree of ſupineneſs or mean- ſpiritedneſs, if we permitted 
u- any of the advantages which new diſcoveries, or a more 
ern Wa extended navigation may produce to mankind, to be 
lar WY naviſhed from us. ; 


which blow conſtantly full upon it, that it is by no means 
adviſable to fall in with that land, at leaſt till the roads, 
channels, and anchorage in each part of it are accu- 
rately ſurveyed, and both the dangers and. ſhelter it a- 
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As therefore it appears that all our ſuture expedition 
to the South-Seas muſt run a conſiderable riſque 9 
proving abortive, whilfl we are under the necellity of 
touching at Brazil in our paſſage thither, an expedient 
that might relieve us from this difficulty, would ſurely 
be a ſubject worthy of the attention of the public; 
and this ſeems capable of being effected, by the dil: 
covery of ſome place more to the ſouthward, When 
_ might refreſh and ſupply themſelves with the ne- 
ceſſary ſea-ſtock for their voyage round Cape Hun 
And we have in reality the imperfect knowledge of two 
places, which might perhaps on examination, prove ex: 
tremely convenient for this purpoſe ; the firlt of them is 
Pepy's Iſland, in the "latitude of 47 South, and had 
down by Dr. Halley, about eighty leagues to the eal- 
ward of Cape Blanco, on the coaſt of Patagonia; the 
ſecond, is Falkland's Iſles in the latitude of 5 14® near] 
South of Pepy's Iſland. The firſt of theſe was diſcover: 
ed by Captain Cowley, in his voyage round the World 
in the year 1686: who repreſents it as a commodion; 
place for thips to wood and water at, and fays, itis 
provided with a very good and capacious habour, where 
a thouſand fail of ſhips might ride at anchor in great 
ſafety ; that it abounds with fowls, and as the ſhore i 
either rocks or ſands, it ſeems to promiſe great plenty 
of fiſh. The ſecond place, or Falkland's Iles, have been 
ſeen by many ſhips both French and Engliſh, being the 
land laid down by Frezier, in his Chart of the extre- 
mity of South America, under the title of the New 
Hands. Woods Rogers, who run along the N. E. coal 
of theſe Ifles in the year 1708, tells us, that they ex 
tended about two degrees in length, and appeared with 
gentle deſcents from hill to hill, and feemed to he 
good ground, with woods and harbours. Either of thele 
places, as they are Iflands at a conſiderable diſtance 
from the Continent, may be ſuppoſed, from their lat: 
tude, to lie in a climate ſufficiently temperate. It is true, 
they are too little known to be at preſent recommended 
for proper places of refreſhment for ſhips bound to the 
fouthward : But if the Admiralty ſhould-think it adviſi- 
ble to order them to be ſurveyed, which may be done it 


a very ſmall expence, by a veſſel fitted out on W 
| | ad 
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2nd if, on this examination, one or both of theſe places 
ſhould. appear proper for the purpoſe intended, it is 
ſcarcely to be conceived, of what prodigious import, 
a convenient ſtation might prove, ſituated ſo far to 
the ſouthward, ard ſo near Cape Horn. The Duke 
and Ducheſs of Briſtol were but thirty-five days from 
their loſing ſight of Falkland's Ifles to their arrival at 


— Tuan Fernandes in the Sout h- Seas: And as the return- 
ning back is much ſacilitated by the weſtern winds, I 
„ Laoubt not but a voyage might be made from Falkland's 


Iles to Juan Fernandes and back again in little more 


be of great conſequence to this Nation; and, in time 
of war, would make us maſters of thoſe Seas. 


And as all ditcoveries of this kind, though extremely. 
the bonourable to thoſe who direct and promote them, 
rl may yet be carried on at an inconſiderable expence, 


fince ſmall veſſels are much the properelt to be employ- 
(cc in this ſervice, it were to be wiſhed, that the whole 
coalt of Patagonia, Terra del Fuego, and Staten-land, 
were carefully ſurveyed, and the numerous channels; 


> roads, and harbours with which they abound, accurately 
n eamined; this might open to us facilities of paſſing 
into the Pacific Ocean, which as yet we may be un- 
nt acquainted with, and would render all that ſouthern 
en bavigation infinitely ſecurer than at preſent ; and particu- 
he BY barly, an exact draught of the Weſt coaſt of Patagonia, 
e. tom the Streights of Magellan to the Spaniſþ ſettle- 


| ments, might perhaps furniſh us with better and more 
i convenient ports for refreſhment, and better ſituated 
for the purpoſes either of war or commerce, and above 
M * fortnight's fail nearer to Falkland's Iſlands, than the 
land of Juan Fernandes, The diſcovery of this coaſt 


bath formerly been thought of ſuch conſequence, by 
ce reaſon of its neighbourhood to the Araucos and other 
i. %% Indians, who are generally at war, or at leaſt 
i! on ill terms with their Spani/þ neighbours, that Sir 
ed Jobn Narborough was purpoſely fitted out in the reign 


he of King Charles II. to ſurvey the Streights of Magel- 
. „e, the neighbouring coaſt of Patagonia, and the 
1 0741/2 ports on that frontier, with directions, if poſ- 
1 lible, io procure ſome intercourſe with the Chilian 


than two months, This, even in time of peace, might 


Indians, 
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Indians, and to eſtabliſh a commerce and a laſtin 
correſpondence with them. His Majeſty's views i 
employing Sir John Narborough” in this expedition 
were not ſolely the advantage he might hope to g. 
ceive from the alliance of thoſe ſavages, in reſtrain. 
ing and intimidating the Crown of Hain; but he con. 
ceived, that, independent of theſe motives, the in- 
mediate traffic with . theſe Indians might prove en. 
tremely advantageous to the Engliſh Nation. For it 
is well known, that at the firſt diſcovery of Chili by 
the Spaniards, it abounded with vaſt quantities of gold, 
much beyond what it has at any time produced, fince 
it has been in their poſſeſſion. And hence it has been 
generally believed, that the richeſt mines are prudent 
concealed by the Indians, as well knowing that the 
diſcovery of them to the Spaniards would only excite in 


' them a greater thirſt for conqueſt and tyranny, and ten. 


der their own independence precarious. But with re. 
ſpe& to their commerce with the Eng/iſh, theſe reaſons 
would no longer influence them ; fince it would be 

in our power to furniſh them with arms, and  ammuni- 
tion of all kinds, of which they are extremely deſirous, 
together with many other conveniencies which their 
intercourſe with the Spaniards has taught them to ee 
liſh, They would then in all probability open their 
mines, and gladly embrace a traffic of ſuch mutual 
convenience to both Nations ; for then their gold, in- 
ſtead of proving the means of enflaving them, would 
procure them weapons to aſſert their liberty, to chaſtiſe 
their tyrants, and to ſecure themſelves for ever from the 
Spaniſh yoke ; whilſt with eur aſſiſtance, and under our 
protection, they might become a conſiderable people, 
and might ſecure to us that wealth, which formerly by 
the Houſe of Auftria, and lately by the Houſe of Baur 
bon, has been moſt miſchievouſly laviſhed in the purſuit 
of univerſal] Monarchy. | 

It is true, that Sir John Narborough did not ſucceed 
in opening this commerce, which in appearance pro- 
miſed ſo many advantages to this Nation, Howeve!, 
his diſappointment was merely accidental, and his 
tranſactions upon that coaft (beſides the many v. 
luable improvements he furniſhed to geography and 
| navigation) 
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havigation) are rather an encouragewent for future trials 
of this kind, than any objeRion againſt them; his prin- 
cipal misfortune being loſing the com ny of a ſmall 
bark which attended him, and having ſome of his peo- 
ple trepanned at Baldivia, However, it appeared, by 
the precautions and fears of the Spaniards, that they 
were fully convinced of the practicability of the ſeheme 
he was ſent to execute, and extremely alarmed with the 
apprehenſion of its conſequences. ; 

It is ſaid, that his Majeſty King Charles the Second 
was ſo far prepoſſeſſed with the hopes of the advan- 
tages redounding from this expedition, and ſo eager to 
be informed of the event of it, that having intelligence 
of Sir John Narborough's paſſing through the Downs 
on his return, he had not patience to attend his arrival 
at Court, but went hiniſelt in his barge to Graveſend to 
meet him. | | 

To faciltate-as much as poſſible any attempts of this 
kind, which may be hereafter undertaken, I have in 
the annexed plate, given 'a chart of that part of the 
world, as far as it is hitherto known, which I flatter 
myſelf is in ſome reſpeQs much correQer than any 
bitherto publiſhed. To evince which, it may be neceſ- 
fary to mention what materials I have principally made 
uſe of, and what changes I bave introduced different 
from other authors. * | 

The two moſt celebrated charts bitherto publiſhed 
of the ſouthermoſt part of South America, are thoſe 
of Dr, Halley, in his general chart of the magnetic 
variation, and of Frezier in his voyage to the Sourh- 
Seas. But beſides theſe, there is a chart of the Streights 
of Magellan, and of ſome part of the adjacent coaſt, 
by Sir John Narborough abovementioned, which is doubt- 
leſs infinitely exacter in that part than Fregier, and 
in ſome reſpeRs ſuperior to Halley, particularly in what 
relates to the longitudes of the different parts of thoſe 
vtreights, The coaſt from Cape Blanco to Terra del 
Fuego, and thence to Streights Le Maire, we were in 
ſome meaſure capable of correcting by our own obſer- 
vations, as we ranged that ſhore generally in ſight of 
land. The poſition of the land, to the northward of 
the Sireights of Magellan, on the Welt fide, ns 
b laid 
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laid down in our chart but very imperfeRly ; and yet] 
believe it to be much nearer the truth than what ha 


hitherto been done: As it is drawn from the information 
of ſome of the Wager's crew, who were ſhip-wrecked 


on that ſhore, and alterwards coaſted it down; and ax 


it agrees pretty nearly with the deſcription of ſows 
Spaniſh manuſcripts I have ſeen. 

The Channel dividing Terra del Fuego is drawn rom 
Frezier ; but in the Spaniſh manuſcript there are ſeven 
Channels delineated, and I have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
whenever this country is thoroughly examined, this cir- 
cumſtance will prove true, and Terra del Fuego will be 
ſound to conſiſt of ſeveral Iſlands, oe 

And having mentioned Fregier ſo often, I muff not 
omit warning all future Navigators againſt relying on 
the longitude of Streights Le Maire, or of any part of 
that coaſt, laid down in his chart; the whole being from 
8 to 10 degrees too far to the eaſtward, if any faith can 
be given to the concurrent eviderces of .a great num- 
ber of journals, verified in ſome 5 aſtrono· 
mica] obſervation. For inſtance, Sir John Narborough 
lays down Cape Virgin Mary in 65® : 42 of Weſt len 
gitude from the Lizard, that is in 719: 200 from Lan- 
don. And the ſhips of our ſquadron, who took their 
departure from St. Catherine's (where the longitude was 
rectified by an obſervation of the eclipſe of the moon 
found Cape Virgin Mary to be from 700: 46, to 739: 
307 from London according to their different reckonings: 
And there were no circumſtances in our run that could 
render it conſiderably erroneous, fo that it cannot be 
eſteemed in leſs than 71 degrees of Weſt Jongitude; 
whereas Frezier Jays it down in leſs than 65 degrees 
from Paris, that is little more than 63 degrees from Low 
don, which is doubtleſs 8 degrees ſhort of its true quanti- 
tv. Again, our ſquadron found Cape Virgin Maryand Cape 
St. Bartbolome on the eaſtern fide. of the Streighis . 
Maire to be only 20: 8“ different in longitude, which i 
Frezier are diftant near 4 degrees; fo that not only the 
longitude of Cape St. — is laid down in bim 
near 10 degrees too little, but the whole coaſt, fromthe 
Streights of Magellan to Streighis Le Maire, is enlarged 
to near double us real extent. 


But 
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But to have done with Fregier, whoſe errors, the im- 
portance of the ſubje& and not a ſondneſs for cavilling, 
has obliged me to remark, (though his treatment of 
Dr, Halley might, on the preſent occaſion, authorize 
much ſeverer uſage) I muſt in the next place, particu- 
larize wherein the chart I have here inſerted differs from 
that of our learned countryman. | 

[t is well known that this Gentleman was ſent abroad 
by the Publie, to make ſuch geographical and aſtronomi- 
cal obſervations, as might facilitate the future practice of 
navigation, and particularly to determine the variation 
of the compaſs in ſuch places as he ſhould touch at, 
and, if poſſible, to aſcertain its general laws and affec- 
tions, . | 

Theſe things Dr. Halley, to his immortal reputation 
and the honour of our Nation, in good meaſure accom- 
pliſhed, particularly with regard to the variation of the 
compaſs, a ſubject of all others, the moſt intereſting to 
thoſe employed in the art of navigation. He likewiſe 
corrected the poſition of the coaſt of Brazil, which had 
been very erroneouſly laid down by all former Hydro- 
graphers; and by a judicious compariſon of the obſer- 
vations of others, as happily ſucceeded in ſettling the 
geography of many parts of the globe, where he had 
not himſelf been. So that the chart he publiſhed, with 
the variation of the needle marked thereon, being the 
reſult of his labours on this ſubject, was allowed by all 
Europe io be far completer in its geography than any 
that bad then appeared, and at the fame time moſt ſur- 
prizingly exact in the quantity of variation aſſigned to 
the different parts of the globe; a ſubject ſo very intri- 
cate and perplexing, that all general determinations 
about it had till then appeared impoſſible. 

But as the only means he had of correcting thoſe coaſts 
where he did not touch himſelf was the obſervations of 
others ; where thoſe obſervations were wanting, or were 
inaccurate, it was no imputation on his ſkill, that his 
determinations were defeQtive, And this, upon the beſt 
compariſon I have been able to make, is the caſe with 
regard to that part of his chart, which contains the South 
part of South America. For though the coaſt of Brazil, 
1 the oppoſite coaſt of Feru on the 1 
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laid down in our chart but very imperſectly; and yet! 
believe it to be much nearer the truth than what hy 


hitherto been done: As it is drawn from the information 
of ſome of the Wager's crew, who were ſhig-wrecked 


on that ſhore, and aſterwards coaſted it down; and as 


it agrees pretty, nearly with the deſcription of ſome 
Spaniſh manuſcripts I have ſeen. is 
The Channel dividing Terra del Fuego is drawn ſrom 
Frezier ; but in the Spaniſh manuſcript there are ſeven 
Channels delineated, and 1 have reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
whenever this country is thoroughly examined, this cir. 
cumſtance will prove true, and Terra del Fuego will be 
ſound to conſiſt of ſeveral Iſlands, == 
And having mentioned Fregier ſo often, I mufl not 
omit warning all future Navigators againſt relying on 
the longitude of Streights Le Maire, or of any part of 
thar coaſt, laid down in his chart; the whole being from 
8 to 10 degrees too far to the eaſtward, if any faith can 
be given to the concurrent evidegces of .a great num- 
ber of journals, verified in ſome particulars by aſtrono- 
mica] obſervation. For inſtance, Sir John Narborough 
lays down Cape Virgin Mary in 65® : 42' of Welt len- 
gitude from the Lizard, that is in 719: 200 from Lon- 
don. And the ſhips of our ſquadron, who took their 
departure from St. Catherine's (where the longitude was 
rectified by an obſervation of the eclipſe of the moo 
found Cape Virgin Mary to be from 700: 46, to 719 
30! from London according to their different reckonings: 
And there were no circumſtances in our run that could 
render it confiderably erroneous, ſo that it cannot be 
eſteemed in leſs than 71 degrees of Weſt Jongitude; 
whereas Frezier Jays it down in leſs than 66 degrees 
from Paris, that is little more than 63 degrees from, Lon- 
don, which is doubtleſs 8 degrees ſhort of its true quanti- 
tr. Again, our ſquadron found Cape Virgin Mary and Cape 
1 St. Bartholomeaw on the eaſtern de. of the Streights 1: 


Maire to be only 20: 8 different in longitude, which in 
Fregier are diſtant near 4 degrees; ſo chat not only the 
longitude of Cape St. Bartholomew is laid down in him 
near 10 degrees too little, but the whole coaſt, fromthe 
Streights of Magellan to Streights Le Maire, is enlarged 


to near double its real extent. 
But 


But to have done with Fregier, whoſe errors, the im- 
portance of the ſubje& and not a fondneſs for cavilling, 
has obliged me to remark, (though his treatment of 
Dr. Halley might, on the preſent "occaſion, authorize 
much ſeverer uſage) I muſt in the next place, particu- 
larize wherein the chart I have here inſerted differs from 
that of our learned countryman. Tin 

It is well known that this Gentleman was ſent abroad 
by the Public, to-make ſuch geographical and-aſtronomi- 
cal obſervations, as might facilitate the future practice of 
navigation, and particularly to determine the variation 
of the compaſs in ſuch places as he ſhould touch at, 
and, if poſſible, to {aſcertain its general laws and affee- 
tions, e enen 

Theſe things Dr. Halley, to his immortal reputation 
and the honour of our Nation, in good meaſure accom- 
pliſned, particularly with regard to the variation of the 
compaſs, a ſubje& of all others, the moſt intereſting to 
thoſe employed in the art of navigation. He hkewiſe 
corrected the poſition of the coaſt of Brazil, which had 
been very erroneouſly laid down by all former Hydro- 
graphers; and by a judicious compariſon of the obſer- 
vations of others, as happily ſucceeded in ſettling the 
geography of many parts of the globe, where he had 
not himſelf been. So that the chart he publiſhed, with 
the variation of the needle marked thereon, being the 
reſult of his labours on this ſubject, was allowed by all 
Europe lo be far completer in its geography than any 
that had then appeared, and at the ſame time moſt ſur- 
prizingly exact in the quantity of variation aſſigned to 
the different parts of the globe; a ſubject ſo very intri- 


cate and perplexing; that all general determinations . 


about it had till then appeared impoſſible. 

But as the only means he had of correcting thoſe coaſts 
where he did not touch himſelf” was the obſervations of 
others; where thoſe obſervations were wanting, or were 


inaccurate, it was no imputation on his' ſkill, that his 


determinations were defeQive, And this, upon the beſt 


compariſon I have been able to make, is the caſe with 


regard to that part of his chart, which contains the South 
part of South America. For though the coaſt of Brazil, 


and the oppoſite coaſt of Peru on the South-Seas are laid 


down, 
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down, I preſume, with the greateſt accuracy, yet fron 
about the river of Place on the Eaſt fide, and its oppo- 
ſite point on the Weſt, the coaſt gradually declines to 
much to the weſtward, fo as at the Streights of Mage. 
lan to be, as I conceive, about fifty leagues removed 
from its true poſition : At leaſt, this is the reſult of the 
obſervations of our ſquadron, which agree extremely 
well with thoſe of Sir John Narborough. I muſt add, 
that Dr. Halley has, in the Philoſophical Tranſactions, 
. the foundation on which he has proceeded, in 
fixing Port St, Julian in 76 4 of Weſt longitude; 
(which the concurrent journals of our ſquadron place 
from 70 Þ* to 71259). This, he tells us, was an ob- 
ſer vation of an eclipſe of the moon, made at the place 
by Mr. Wood, then Sir Jobn Narborough's Lieutenant, 
and which is ſaid to have happened there at eight in 
the evening, on the 16th of September, 1670. But Capt, 
Wood's. journal of this whole voyage under Sir John 
Narborough is ſince publiſhed, together with this obſer- 
vation, in which he determines the longitude of Port 
St. Juliun to be 73 degrees from Landon, and the time 
of the eclipſe to have been different from Dr. Hally' 
account. But the numbers he has given are fo faultily 
printed, that nothing can be determined from them, 
To what I have already mentioned with regard to the 
chart hereunto annexed, I ſhall-only add, that to-ren- 
der it more complete, I have inſerted therein the route 
of our ſquadron, and have delineated, in the paſſage 
round Cape Horn, both the real tract which we de- 
ſcribed, and the imaginary tract exhibited. by our reck- 
oning ; whence the violence of the currents in that part 
of the world, and the enormous deviations which they 
produce, will appear by inſpection. And that no ma- 
terial article might be omitted in this important affair, 
the foundings on the coaſt of Patagonia, and the varia 
tion of the magnetic needle, are annexed to thoſe parts 
of this tract, where, by our obſervations, we found 
them to be of the quantity there ſpecified, | 


Cu an 


Fernandes. 


in with the coaſt of Terra del Fuego, when we 
eſteemed ourſelves ten degrees to the weſtward of it; 


after this diſappointment, I ſay, recited in the eighth 


chapter, we ſtood away to the S. W. till the 22d of 
4pril, when we were in upwards of 60% of South lati- 
tude, and by our account near 6® to the weſtward of 
Cape Meir; and in this run, we had a ſeries of as fa- 
vourable weather, as could well be expected in that 
part of the world, even in a better ſeaſon : So that this 
interval, ſetting the inquietude of our thoughts aſide, 
was by far the moſt eligible of any we enjoyed from 
Streights Le Maire to the Weſt coaſt of America, This 
moderate weather continued, with little variation, till 
the 24th ; but on the 24th, in the» evening, the wind 
began to blow freſh, and ſoon encreaſed to a r 
ſtorm; and the weather being extremely thick, about 
midnight we. loſt fight of the other four ſhips of the ſqua- 
dron, which, notwithſtanding the violence of the pre- 
ceding ſtorms, had hitherto kept in company with us. 
Nor was this our ſole misfortune ; for, the next morn- 
ing, endeavouring to hand the top-ſails, the clew-lines 
and bunt-lines broke, and the ſheets, being half flown, 
every ſeam in the top-ſails was ſoon ſplit from top to 
boitom, and the main top-ſail ſhook ſo ſtrongly in the 
wind, that it carried away the top lanthorn, and endan- 
gered the head of the maſt; however, at length ſome 
of the moſt daring of our men ventured upon the yard, 
and cut the ſail away cloſe to the reefs, though with 


the utmoſt hazard of their lives. At the ſame time, 


the ſoretop- ſail beat about the yard with ſo much fury, 
that it was ſoon blown to pieces ; and that we might 


have full employment, the main-ſail blew looſe, which 


obliged us to lower down the yard to ſecure the fail, 
and the fore-yard being likewiſe lowered; we lay to un- 
der a mizen : And beſides the loſs of our top- ſails, we 


had much of our other rigging broke, and loft a main 


ſtudding- ſail- boom out of the chains. 


On 


Cnae, X. From Cape Noir to the Iſland of Juan 


FT ER the mortifying diſappointment of falling | 
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On the 25th, about noon, the weather became mot 
moderate, which enabled us to ſway up our yards, and 
to repair, in the beſt manner we could, our ſhattered 
rigging ; but ſtill we had no fight of the reſt of our ſqu. 
dron, nor indeed were we joined by any of them again 
till after” our arrival at Juan Fernandes; nor did any 
two of them, as we have fince learned, continue in 
company together: And this total ſeparation was the 
more wonderful, as we had hitherto kept together for 
ſeven weeks, through all the reiterated tempeſts of this 
turbulent climate. It muſt indeed be owned, that this 
ſeparation gave us room to expect, that we might make 
our paſſage in a ſhorter time, than if we had continued 
together, becauſe we could now make the beſt of out 
way without being retarded by the misfortunes of the 
other ſhips ; but then we had the melancholy reflection, 
that we ourſelves were hereby deprived of the aſſiſtance 
of others, and our ſafety would depend upon our ſingle 
ſhip; fo that if a plank Rarted, or any other accident 
of the fame nature ſhould take place, we muſt all irre- 
coverably periſh ; or ſhould we be driven on ſhore, ve 
had the uncomfortable! proſpect of ending. our days on 
fome deſolate coaſt, without any reaſonable hope «f 
ever getting away : whereas with another ſhip in com- 
pany, all theſe calamities are much leſs formidable, 

nce in every kind of danger there would be ſome 
probability that one ſhip at leaſt might eſcape, and 
might be capable of preſerving or relieving the crew of 
the other. 
The remaining part of this month of April we had 
puny hard pales, although we had been every day, 

nce the 22d, edging to the northward 3 however, 01 
the laſt day of the month, we flattered ourſelves with 
hopes of ſoon terminating all our ſufferings, for-we that 
day found ourſelves in the latitude of 5289: 13% which 
being to the northward of the Streights of Magellan, we 
were aſſured that we had completed our paſſage, and 
had arrived in the confines of the ſouthern Ocean; and 
this Ocean being nominated Pacific, from the equab!: 
lity of the ſeaſons which are ſaid to prevail there, and 
the facility and tecurity with which navigation is there 


carried on, we doubted not but we ſhould be ſpeedily 
| cheered 
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Cheered with the moderate gales, the ſmooth water, and 
the temperate air, for which that tra@ of the globe has 
been ſo renowned, And under the influence of theſe 
pleaſing circumſtances, we hoped to experience ſome 
kind of compenſation for the complicated miſeries 


which had fo conftantly attended us for the laſt eight 


weeks. But here we were again — — for in 
the ſucceeding month of May, our ſufferings roſe to a 
much higher pitch than they had ever yet done, whe- 
ther we conſider the violence of the ſtorms, the ſhatter- 


ing of our ſails and rigging, or the diminiſhing and 


weakening of our crew by deaths and fickneſs, and the 
robable proſpeR of our total deſtruction. All this will 


ſufficiently evident, from the following circumſtan+ . 


tial account of our diverſified misfortunes. - * "SUN 

Soon after our paſſing Streights Le Maire, the ſcurvy 
began to make its appearance amongſt us ; and our long 
continuance at ſea, the fatigue we underwent, and the 
various diſappointments we met with, had occaſioned 
its ſpreading to ſuch « degree, that at the latter end of 
April there were but ſew on board, who were not in 
ſome degree afflicted with it, and in that month no leſs 


than ſorty- three died of it on board the Cemturion. "But: 


though we thought that the diſtemper had then riſen to 
an extraordinary height, and were willing to hope, that 


as we advanced to the northward its malignity would 


abate, yet we found, on the contrary, that in the 
month of May we loſt near double that number: And 
as we did not get to land till the middle of June, the 
mortality went on encreaſing, and the diſeaſe extended 
itlelf ſo prodigiouſſy, that after the loſs of above two 
hundred men we could not at laſt muſter more than 
ix foremaſt men in a watch capable of duty. 

This diſeafe ſo frequently attending all long voyages, 
and ſo particularly deſtructive to us, is ſurely the moſt 
hngular and unaccountable of any that affeQs the hu- 
man body. For its ſymptoms are inconſtant and innu- 
merable, and its progreſs and effects extremely irregu- 
lar; for ſcarcely any two perſons have the ſame com- 
plaints, and where there hath been found ſome confor- 
nity in the ſymptoms, the order of their appearance has 
been totally different. However, tho' it frequently puts 

on 
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on the form of many other diſeaſes, and is therefor 
not to be deſcribed by any exclufive and infallible en. 
terions: yet there are ſome ſymptoms which are more 
general than the reſt, and therefore occurring the often. 
eſt, deſerve a more particular enumeration.,,, Theſe 
common appearances are large diſcoloured ſpots dif. 
perſed over the whole ſurface of the body, ſwelled legs 
putrid gums, and, above all, an extraordinary Jaſſitude 
of the whole body, eſpecially after any exerciſe; hoy- 
ever inconſiderable; and this laſſitude at laſt degene- 
rates into a proneneſs. to ſwoon on the leaſt exertion 
of ſtrength, or even on the leaſt. motion. 
This diſeaſe is likewiſe uſually attended with a range 
dejection of the ſpirits, and with ſhiverings, tremiblings 
and a diſpoſition to be feized with the ,1noft dreadful 
terrors on the ſlighteſt accident. Indeed it was moſt 
remarkable, in all our reiterated experience of this ma: 
lady, that whatever diſcouraged our people, or at-any 
time damped their hopes, never failed to add new yr 
gour to the diſtemper; for it uſually killed thoſe who 
were in the laſt ſtages of it, and confined thoſe to their 
hammocks, who were before capable of ſome kind of 
duty; ſo that it ſeemed as if alacrity of mind, and fan- 
guine thoughts, were no contemptible preſervatives from 
its fatal malignity. "= | by 
But it is not eaſy to complete the long roll of the u. 
rious concomitants of this diſeaſe ; for it often produced 
putrid fevers, pleuriſies, the jaundice, and violent rheu- 
matic pains, and ſometimes. it occaſioned an obſtinate 
coſtiveneſs, which was generally attended with a diff. 
culty of breathing; and this was eſteemed the moſ 
deadly of all the ſcorbutic ſymptoms : At other times 
the whole body, but more eſpecially the legs, were ſub- 
ject to ulcers of the worſt kind, attended with rotten 
bones, and ſuch a luxuriancy of fungous-fleſh, as yield- 
ed to no remedy. But a moſt extraordinary circumſtance, 
and what would be ſcarcely credible upon avy ſingle 
evidence, is, that the ſcars of wounds, which had been 
for many years healed, were forced open again by this 
virulent diſtemper : Of this, there was a remarkable in- 
ſtance in one of the invalids on board the Centurion, who 


had been wounded above fifty years before at the * 
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Cluized for them in that ſtation ſeveral days, And here 
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of the Boyne ; for though he was cured ſoon after,” and 
had continued well for a great number of years paſt, 
yet, on his being attacked by the ſcurvy,” his wounds, 
in the progreſs of his diſeaſe, broke out "eld, and ap- 
peared as if they had never been healed : Nay, what is 
ſtill more aſtoniſhing, the callous of a broken bone; 
which had been completely formed for a long time, was 
found to be hereby diſſolved, and the fracture ſeemed: 
as if it had never been conſolidated. Indeed, the effects 
of this diſeaſe were in almoſt every inſtance wonderful; 
for many of our people, though confined to their ham- 
mocks, appeared to have no inconſiderable ſhare of 
health, for they eat and drank heartily, were cheerful, 
and talked with much ſeeming vigour, and with a loud 
ſtrong tone of voice; and yet on their being the leaſt 
moved, though it was only from one part of the ſhip 
to the other, and that in their hammocks, they have 
immediately expired ; and others, who have confided 
in their ſeeming ſtrength, and have reſolved to get out 
of their hammocks, have died before they could well. 
reach the deck ; 'and it was no uncommon thing for 
thoſe who were able to-walk the deck, and to do fome 
kind of duty, to drop down dead in an inſtant, on any 
endeavours to act with their utmoſt vigour, many of 
our people having periſned in this manner during the 
courſe of this voyage. of 499 | 
With this terrible: difeaſe we ſtruggled the greateſt 
part of the time of our beating round Cape Horn; and 
though it did not then rage with its utmoſt violence, yet 
we buried no lets than torty-three men on board the 
Centurion, in the month of April, as hath been already 
oblerved ; but we flill entertained hopes, that when we 
ſhould have once ſecured our paſſage round the Cape, 
we ſhould put a period to this, and all the other evils, 
which had ſo conſtantly purſued/-us.: But it was our 
misfortune to find, that the Pacific Ocean was to us leſs 
hoſpitable than the turbulent neighbourhood of Terra 
del Fuego and Cape Horn For being arrived on the 8th 
of May, off the Iſland of Socoro, which was the firſt ren- 
dezvous appointed for the ſquadron, and where we 
hoped to have met with ſome of our companions, we 
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we were not only diſappointed in our hopes of being 
joined by our friends, and were thereby induced 10 fa 
your the gloomy ſuggeſtions of their having all periſhed; 
but we were likewite perpetually alarmed with the fean 
of being driven on ſhore upon this coaſt, which appear 
ed too craggy and irregular to give us the leaſt hopes, 
that in ſuch a caſe any of us could poſſibly eſcape im- 
mediate deſtruction. For the land indeed had a moſt 
tremendous aſpect: The moſt diſtant: part of it, and 
which appeared far within the country, being the moun- 
tains uſually called the Andes or Cordilleras, was extreme- 
ly high, and covered with ſnow; and the coaſt itſeſſ 
ſeemed quite rocky and barren, and the water's edge 
ſkirted with precipices. In ſome places indeed there 
appeared ſeveral deep bays running into the land, but 
the entrance into them was generally blocked up by 
numbers of little Iſlands ; and though it was not 1mpro- 
bable, but there might be convenient ſhelter in ſome of 
thoſe bays, and proper channels leading thereto ; yet 
as we were utterly ignorant of the coaſt, had we been 
driven aſhore by the weſtern-winds which blew almoſt 
conſtantly there, we did not expect to have avoided the 
loſs of our ſhip, and of our lives. 

And this continued peril, which laſted for above a 
fortnight, was greatly aggravated by the difficulties we 
found in working the ſhip; as the ſcurvy had by this 
time deſtroyed ſo great a part of our hands, and had in 
ſome degree affected almoſt the whole crew. Nor did 
we, as we hoped, find the winds leſs violent, as we ad- 
vanced to the northward; for we had often prodigious 
ſqualls, which ſplit our fails, greatly damaged our rig- 
ging, and endangered our maſts, Indeed, during the 
greateſt part of the time we were upon this coaſt, the 
wind blew ſo hard, that, in another ſituation, where we 


had ſufficient ſea room, we ſhould certainly have lain to; 


but in the preſent exigency we were neceſſitated to carry 
both our courſes and top-ſails, in order to keep clear 
of this lee ſhore. In one of theſe ſqualls, which was 
attended by ſeveral violent claps of thunder, a ſudden 
. flaſh of fire darted along our decks, which, dividing, 
exploded with a report like that of ſeveral piſtols, and 
wounded many of our men and officers as it paſſed, 
: marking 
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narking them in different parts of the body : this 
dame was attended with a ftrong ſulphureous ſtench, 
and was doubtleſs of the, ſame nature with the larger 
and more violent blaſts of lightning which then filled 
the air. ; | 
t were endleſs to recite minutely the various diſaſters, 
ſatigues, and terrors which we encountered on this coaſt ; 
all theſe went on encreaſing till the 22d of May, at 
which time, the ſury of all the ſtorms Which we had 
hitherto encountered, ſeemed to be combined, and to 
have conſpired our deſtruction. In this hurricane almoſt 
all our ſails were ſplit, and great part of our ſtanding 
rigging broken; and, about eight in the evening, a 
mountainous overgrown ſea took us upon our ſtarboard- 
quarter, and gave us ſo prodigious a ſhock, that ſeve- 
ral of our ſhrouds. broke with the jerk, by which our 
maſts were greatly endangered; our, ballaſt and ſtores 
t00 were ſo ſtrangely ſhifted, that the ſhip heeled aſter- 
wards two ſtreaks to port. Indeed it was a moſt tre- 
mendous blow, and we were thrown. into-the utmoſt 
conſternation from the apprehenſion of inſtantly foun- 
dering ; and though the wind abated in a few hours, 
yet as we had no more fails left in a condition to bend 
to our yards, the ſhip. Jaboured very much in a hollow 
ſea, rolling gunwale to, for want of fail to ſteady her: 
do that we expected our maſts, which were now very 
ſendeily ſupported, to come by the board every mo- 
ment. However, we exerted ourſelves the beſt we could 
to ſtirrup our ſhrouds, to reeve new lanyards, and to 
mend our fails; but while theſe neceſſary operations were 
carrying on, we ran great riſque of being driven on 
ſhore on the Iſland of Chiloe, which was not far diſtant 
from us; but ia the midſt of our peril the wind happily 
ſhifted to the ſouthward, and we ſteered off the land 
with the main- ſail only, the maſter and myſelf under- 
taking the management- of the helm, while every one 
elſe on board was buſied in ſecuring the maſts, and 
bending the ſails as faſt as they could be repaired. This 
was the laſt effort of that ſtormy climate; for in a day 
or two after, we got clear of the land, and found the 
weather more moderate than we had yet experienced 
lince our paſſing Streights Le Maire. And now having 
1 cruiſed 
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cruiſed in vain for more than a fortnight, in queſt of thy 
other ſhips of the ſquadron, it was reſolved to take thy 
advantage of the preſent favourable ſeaſon and the of 
fing we had made from this terrible coaſt, and to maky 
the beſt of our way for the Iſland of Juan Fernandy; 
For though our next rendezvous was appointed off thy 
harbour of Baldivia, yet as we had hitherto ſeen nom 
of our companions at this firſt rendezvous, it wy 
not to be ſuppoſed that any of them would be found u 
the ſecond : Indeed we had the greateſt reaſon to ſul 
peR, that all but ourſelves had periſhed. Beſides, we 
were by this time reduced to ſo low a condition, that 
inſtead of attempting to attack the 2 of the enemy, 
our utmoſt hopes could only ſuggeſt to us the poſlibiliy 
of ſaving the ſhip, and ſome part of the remaining en 
ſeebled crew, by our {| arrival at Juan Fernandes 
for this was the only road in that part of the world 
where there was any probability of our recovering our 
fick, or refitting our veſſel, and conſequently our getting 
thither was the only chance we had left to avoid periſh: 
ing at ſea. HECK: 

Our deplorable ſituation then allowing no room tot 


deliberation, we _ for the Iſland of Juan Fernandu 
hi 


and to fave time, ch was now extremely precious, 
(our men dying four, five, and fix in a day) and likewile 
to avoid being engaged again with a lee-ſhore, we 1. 
| ſolved, if poſſible, to hit the Iſland upon a meridian, 
And on the 28th of May, being nearly in the paralle 
upon which it is laid down, we had great expeQation 
of ſeeing it: But not finding it in the poſition in which 
the charts had taught us to expect it, we began to feat 
that we had got too far to the weſtward ; and theretore 
though the Commodore himſelf was ſtrongly perſuade 
that he ſaw it on the morning of the 28th, yet bis oth 
cers believing it to be only a cloud, to which opiniot 
the hazineſs of the weather gave ſome kind of count 
Nance, it was, on a conſultation, reſolved to ſtand 10 
the eaſtward, in the parallel of the Iſland; as it ws 
certain, that by this courſe we ſhould either fall i 
with the Iſland, if we were already to the weſtward of it; 
or ſhould at leaſt make the main land of Chili, from 


whence we might take a new departure, and aſſure 
ourſelves 
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urſelves by running to the weſtward afterwards, of not 
piſſing the Iſland a ſecond time. | 

On the zoth of May we had a view of the continent 
of Chili, diſtant about twelve or thirteen leagues ; the 
and made exceeding high and uneven, and appeared 
guite white; what we ſaw being doubtleſs a part of 
he Cordilleras, which are always covered with ſnow.” 
hough by this view of the land we aſcertained our 
ſition, yet it gave us great uneaſineſs to find that we 
ad ſo needleſsly altered-our courſe, when, we were, in 
|| probability, juſt upon the point of making the Iſland ;/ 
or the mortality amongſt us was now incteaſed to a molt 
Ireadful degree, and thoſe who remained alive were. 
Itterly 7 by this new - diſappointment, and the 
roſpe&t of their longer continuance at ſea : Our water 


oo began to grow ſcarce ; ſo that a general dejection 
revailed amongſt us, which added much to the viru- 
nce of the diſeaſe, and deſtroyed numbers of our beſt, 
nen; and to all theſe calamities there was added this 
exatious circumſtance, that when, . after. having got a 
ght of the Main, we tacked and ſtood to the weſtward 

queſt of the Iſland, we were ſo much delayed by 


Ims and contrary, winds, that it coſt us nine days to 
gain the weſting, which, when we ſtood to the eaſt- 
ard, we ran down in two. In this deſponding con- 
tion, with a crazy ſhip, a great ſcarcity of freſh wa- 
r, and a Crew ſo univerſally diſeaſed, that there was 
ot above ten fore-maſt men in a watch capable of doing 
* and even ſome of theſe lame, and unable to go 
loft: Under theſe Ciſheartening circumſtances, I ſay, 
e ſtood to the weſtward ; and on the 9th of June, at 
ay-break, we at laſt diſcovered the long-withed-for. 
land of Juan Fernandes, And with this Ciſcovery I; 
all cloſe this chapter and the firſt book, after obſery-, 
g (which will turniſli, a vers, ſtrong image of our un- 
valleled diftreſſes) that by our ſuſpecting ourſelves to, 
to the weſtward of the Iſland on the 28th of May, 
d, in conſequence of this ſtanding in for the Main, we 
| between ſeventy and eighty of our men, whom we. 
ould doubtleſs have faved had we made the Iſland 
at day, which, had we kept on our coui ſe for a few 
urs longer, we could not have failed to have done, . 
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char. I. 7. — of the Centurion al the 1/landf 
Juan Fernandes, vit a deſcription of that: I/land, 


che ꝗth of June, at day-break, as is mentioned 
in the preceding chapter, we firſt deſeried ii 
Hand ' of Juan Fernandes, bearing N. by E. ZE, x 
eleven or twelve leagues diſtanee. And though; © 
this firſt view, it appeared to be a very mountaingw 
ce; extremely ragged and irregular ; yet, as it un 
land; and the land we fought for, it was to us a mi 
agreeable fight: For at this place only we could hos 
to put a- period to thoſe terrible calamities we had 
long ſtruggled with, which had already ſwept a 
above half our crew, and which, had we continuedt 
. few days longer at fea, would inevitably have com 
pleated: our deſtruction. For we were by this time 
duced to ſo helpleſs a condition, that out of two hu 
dred and odd men which remained alive, we could nat 
taking all our watches together, muſter hands'enouyt 
to work the ſhip on an emergency, though we include 
the officers, their ſervants, and the boys. l 
The wind being northerly when we firſt made tif 
Ifland, we kept- plying all that day, and the next "= 
in order to get in with the land: and wearing the i 
in the middle watch, we had a melancholy inſtance 
the almoſt incredible debility of our people; for tif 
Lieutenant could muſter no more than two. Quartet 
maſters; and {ix Fore-maſt men capable of working; 
that without the aſſiſtance of the officers, ſeryants, 
the boys; it might have proved impoſſible for us to hi 
reached the Iſland, after we bad got ſight of it; al 
even with this aſſiſtance they were two hours in trimmil 
the fails; to fo wretched a condition was a fxty gil 
ſhip reduced, which had paſſed Streights Le Maire bi 
three months before, with between four and five bul 
dred men, almoſt all of them in health ng | 
te | owe 
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However, on the roth in the afternoon, we got under 
the lee of the IHland, and kept ranging along it, at 
about two miles diſtanee, in order to look out for the 
proper anchorage, which was deſcribed to be in a bay 
on the North- fide- And now being nearer in with the 


more, we could diſcover that the broken craggy preci- 


pices, which had appeared ſo unpromiſing at a diſtance, 
were far from barren, being in moſt places covered with 
woods; and that between them there were every where 
interſperſed the fineſt valties, clothed with the moſt beau 
iful- verdure, and watered with numerous ſtreams and 
aſcades, no valley of any extent, being unprovided of 
ts proper till. The water too, as we afterwards found, 
as not inferior to any we had ever taſted, and was 

conftamly clear: So- that the aſpect of this count 

ould, at all times, have been extremely delightfu 
but in our diſtreſſed ſnuation, languiſhing as we were 
or the land and its vegetable productions, (an inclination 
onſtantly attending every ſtage of the ſea-ſeurvy) it 
s ſcarcely credible with what eagerneſs and. tranſport we 
iewed the ſhore, and with bow much impatience we 
oped for the greens and other refreſhments which 
ere then in fight, and particularly for the water, for 
f this we had been confined to à very ſparing allows 
ice for a conſiderable time, and had then but five ton 
naining on board. Thoſe only who have endured à 
ng ſeries of thirſt, and who can readily recall the de- 
e and agitation which the ideas alone of ſprings and 
doks have at that time raiſed in them, can judge of 
de emotion with which we eyed a large caſeade of the 
oft tranſparent water, which poured itſelf from à rock 
f a hundred feet high into the fea; at a ſmall diſ- 
Ince from the ſhip: Even thoſe among the diſeaſed, 
ho were not in the very laſt ſtages of the diſtemper 
ugh they had been long confined to their hammocks, 
terted the” fruall- remains of ſtrength that was left 
dem, and crawled up to the deck to'feaft themſelves 
th this reviving proſpect. Thus we coaſted the ſhore, 
ly employed in the contemplation of this diverſified 

ndſkip, which ſtill improved upon us the farther we 
maced. . But at laſt the night cloſed upon us, before 
© had ſatisfied ourſelves which was the proper bay to 
2 anchor 
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anchor in ; and therefore we reſolved to keep in ſound. 
ings all night, (we having then from ſixty- four to ſeven: 
ty fathom) and to ſend our boat next morning to dif 
cover the road: However, the current ſhifted in the 
night, and ſet us fo near the land, that we were oblig 
ed to let go the beſt bower in fifty-ſix fathom,-not hal 
a mile from the ſhore. At four in the morning, the 
Cutter was diſpatched with our third Lieutenant 9 
find out the bay we were in ſearch of, who returned 
again at noon with the boat laden with ſeals and graf; 
for though the Iſland abounded with better vegetable, 
yet the boat's-crew, in their ſhort ſtay, had not met with 
them; and they well knew that even graſs would prone 
a dainty, and indeed it was all ſoon and * devour 
ed. The ſeals too were confidered as freih proviſion; 
but as yet were not much admired, though they grey 
afterwards into much repute : For what rendered then 
leſs valuable at this junQure, was the prodigious quit 
tity of excellent fiſh, which the people on board buy. 
taken, during the abſence of the boat. g 
The Cutter, in this expedition, had diſcovered the - 
where we intended to anchor, which we found wlll, 
to the weſtward of our preſent ſtation ; and, the geg 
morning the weather proving favourable, we endeavou-ll . 
ed to weigh, in order to proceed thither : But though . 
on this occaſion, we muſtered all the ſtrength we cou . 
obliging even the ſick, who were ſcarce able to keep will 
their legs, to aſſiſt us; yet the capſtan was ſo wen 
manned, that it was near four hours before we hove gr 
cable right up and down : After which, with our ume 
efforts, and with many ſurges and ſome purchaſes nll, 
made uſe of to encreaſe our power, we found ourlelrail:.: 
incapable of ſtarting the anchor from the ground. Hos dy 
ever, at noon, as a freſh gale blew towards the ne 
we were reduced to ſet the fails, which fortuna); 
tripped the anchor; on which we ſteered along ſbo Tu 
till we came a- breaſt of the point that forms the cally... 
part of the bay. On the opening of the bay, the warn no. 
that had befriended us thus far, ſhifted and blew gg ner 
thence in ſqualls; but by means of the head-way we Th. 
ot, we looted cloſe in, till the anchor brought us vp ver 


tity-fix fathom. Soon after we had thus got to ou. 
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birth, we diſcovered a fail, which we made no doubt 
was one of our ſquadron ; and on its nearer approach, 
we found it to be the Tryal Sloop. We immediately 
ſent ſome of our hands on board her, by whoſe aſſiſt- 
ance ſhe was brought to an anchor between us and the 
land. We ſoon found that the Sloop had not been ex- 
enpted from thoſe calamities which-we had ſo ſeverely 
felt; for her Commander, Captain Saundess, waiting on 
the Commodore, informed him, that out of his fmall 
complement, he had buried thirty-four of his men; and 
thoſe that remained were ſo univerſally affiQed with the 
ſcurvy, that only himſelf, his Lieutenant, and three of 
his men, were able to ſtand by the fails. The Tryal 
came to an anchor within us, on the 12th about noon, 
and we carried our hawſers on board her, in order to 
moor ourſelves nearer in ſhore z but the wind coming off 
the land in violent guſts, prevented our mooring in the 
birth we intended, eſpecially as our principal attention 
was now employed on buſineſs rather of more impor- 
tance; for we were now extremely occupied in ſending 
on ſhore materials to raiſe tents for the reception of the 
ſick, who died apace on board, and doubtleſs the diſ- 
temper was conſiderably augmented, by the ftench and 
filthineſs in which they lay; for the number of the dit- 
eaſed was ſo great, and ſo few could be ſpared from the 
neceſſary duty of the fails to look aſter them, that it 
was impoſſible to avoid a great relaxation in the article 
of cleanlineſs, which had rendered the ſhip extremely 
loathſome between decks. But notwithſtanding our de- 
fre of freeing the ſick from their hateful ſituation, and 
their own extreme impatience to get on ſhore, we had 
not hands enough to prepare the tents for their reception 
before the 16th ; but on that and the two following 
diys we ſent them all on ſhore, amounting to a hundred 
and fixty-ſeven perſons, beſides at leaſt a dozen who died 
in the boats, on their being expoſed to*the freſh air. 
The greateſt part of our ſick were ſo infirm, that we 
vere obliged to carry them out of the ſhip in their ham- 
mocks, and to convey them afterwards in the ſame man- 
ner from the water-ſide to their tents, over a ſtony beach. 
This was a work of conſiderable fatigue to the few who 
vere healthy, and therefore the Commodore, with his 
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_ accuſtomed humanity, not only aſſiſted herein with h 
own labour, but obliged his Officers, without diſtinctia 
to give their helping hand. The extreme weaknek u 
our ſick may in ſome meaſure be collected from the num 
bers who died after they had got on ſhore ; for it hat 
generally been found, that the land, and the refref 
inenis it produces, very ſoon recover moſt ſtages of thy 
tea-ſcurvy ; and we flattered ourſelves that thoſe why 
had not periſhed on their firſt expoſure to the open ai, 
but had lived to be placed in their tents, would hay 
been ſpeedily reſtored to their health and vigour : But 
to our great mortification, it was near twenty days after 
their landing, before the mortality was tolerably ceaſed; 
and for the firſt ten or 1welve days, we buried rarely leh 
than fix each day, and many of thoſe, who ſurvived, 
recovered by very flow and inſenſible degrees. Indeed 
thoſe who were well enough at their firſt getting on ſhott, 
to creep out of their tents, and crawl about, were foo 
relieved, and recovered their health and ſtrength in 4 
very ſhort time; but in the reſt, the difeaſe ſeemed t9 
have acquired a degree of inveteracy which was alto 
gether without example. 293% 73575" Pa 
Having proceeded thus far, and got our fick on thor, 
I think it neceſſary, before I enter into any longer deu 
of our tranſactions, to give a diſtinct account of thu 
Wand of Juan Fernandes, its ſituation, productions, and 
all its conveniencies. Theſe particulars we were wel 
enabled to be minutely inftruted in, during our thre 
months ſtay there; and as it is the only commodious 
place in thoſe feas, where Britifh cruizers can refreſh and 
recover their men after their paſſage round Cape tem, 
and where they may remain for ſome time without alarm 
ing the Spaniſh coaſt, theſe its advantages will merit « 
circumſtantial deſcription. And indeed Mr. Anjon wi 
particularly induſtrious in direRing the roads and oba 
to be furveyed, and other obſervations to be made, know 
ing, from his own experience, of how great conſequence 
theſe materials might prove to any Britifh veſſels here 
after employed in thoſe ſeas. For the uncertainty ve 
were in of its poſition, and our ſtanding in for tht 
Main on the 28th of May, in order to ſecure a ſufficient 
ee ſting, when we were indeed extremely near it, wy 
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the lives of between ſeventy and eighty of our men, by 
our longer continuance at ſea: From which fatal acct- 
dent we might have been exempted, had we been fur- 
niſhed with ſuch an account of its fituation, as we could 
fully ha ve depended on. | 724741 
The Iſland of Juan Fernandes lies in the latitude of 
33® 2 40 South, and is a hundred and ten leagues diſtant 
from the Continent of Chili. It is faid to have received 
its name from a Spaniard, who formerly procured a grant 
of it, and refided there ſome time with a view of fet> 
tling it, but afterwards abandoned it. It is of an itre- 
gular figure, its greateſt extent being between four and 
five leagues, and its greateſt breadth ſomewhat ſhart of 
two leagues. The only fate anchoring at this Iflind is 
on the North fide, where are three bays, but the middle» 
moſt, known by the name of Cumberland Bay, is the 
wideſt and deepeſt, and in all refpeQs much the beſt; 
the other two bays, denominated the Eaft and Weſt 
bays, are ſcarcely mare than good landing places, where 
boats may conveniently put their cafks on ſhore. | 
As Cumberland Bay is by far the nicſt commodious 
road in the Ifland, fo it is adviſable for all ſhips to an- 
chor on the weſtern fide of this bay, within little more 
than twe cables length of the beach. Here they may 
ide in forty fathom of water, and be, in a great mea» 
ſure theltered from a large heavy ſea, which comes roll 
ing in whenever an or a weſtern wind blows. 
It is however expedient, in this caſe, to cackle or arm 
the Cables with an iron chain, or good rounding, for 
bye or fix fathom from the anchor, to ſecure them from 
being rubbed by the foulneſs of the ground. : 
I have before obſerved, that a northerly wind, to 
which alone this day is-expoſed, very rarely blew during 
our ſtay here; and as it was then winter, it may be ſup- 
poſed, in other ſeaſons, to be leſs trequent. Indeed, in 
thoſe few inſtances when it was in that quarter, it did 
not blow with any great force: But this 3 might 
be owing to the highlands on the ſouthward of the bay, 


vkich checked its current, and thereby abated its vio- 

ence: for we had reaſon to ſuppoſe, that a-few Jeag 

of, it blew with conſiderable force, ſince it ſometimes 

ove before it a prodigious ſea, in which we rode fore- 
4 caltle 
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caſtle in. But though the northern winds are never oh 
apprehended, yet the ſouthern winds, which generglh 
prevail here, frequently blow off the lands in violent gu 
and ſqualls, which however rarely laſt longer than twoy 
three minutes. This ſeems to be owing to the obſtrug 
tion of the ſouthern gale, by the hills in the neighboy- 
hood of the bay; for the wind being collected by thi 
means, at laſt forces its paſſage through the nano 
vallies, which, like ſo manv funnels, both facilitate jj 
eſcape, and increaſe its violence. Theſe frequent an 
ſudden guſts make it difficult for ſhips to hows in wit 
the wind off ſhore, or to keep a clear hawſe when ap 
chored. | | 
The northern part of this Iſland is compoſed of high 
craggy hills, many of them inacceſſible, though gene 
rally covered with trees. The foi] of this part is look 
and thallow, ſo that very large trees on the hills foo 
periſh for want of root, and are eaſily overturned z which 
occaſioned the untortunate death of one of our ſuilon 
who being upon the hills in ſearch of goats, caught hol 
of a tree upon a declivity to aſſiſt him in his aicent, and 
this giving way, he immediately rolled down the hill 
and though in his fall he faſtened on another tree of con- 
fiderable bulk, yet that too gave way, and he ſel 
amongſt the rocks and was daſhed to pieces. Mr. Bret 
too met with an accident only by reſting his back 
gainſt a tree, near as large about as himſelf, which ſtood 
on a ſlope, for the tree giving way, he fell to a con 
derable diſtance, though without receiving any harm. 

The ſouthern, or rather the 8. W. part of the Ifland 
is widely different from the reſt, being dry, ſtony, and 
deſtitute of trees, but very flat and low, compared with 
the bills on the northern part. This part of the Ifland 
1s never frequented by ſhips, being ſurrounded by a ſteep 
ſhore, and having little or no freſh water; and beſide 
it is expoſed to the ſoutherly wind, which generally blows 
here the whole year round, and in the winter folftice 
very hard. The trees of which the woods on the not 
thern fide of the Iſland are compoſed, a1e moſt of them 
aromatics, and of magy different ſorts : There ar 
none of them of a ſize to yield any conſiderable timber, 


except the myrtle-trees, which are the largeſt 1 


ale 
bel, 
the 
2nd, 


ROUND THE WORLD. 105 


hand, and ſupplied: us wi all the timber we made uſe 
oT; but even theſe would not work to a greater length 
han forty feet. The top of the myrtle-tree is circular, 
and appears as uniform and ky har as if it had been 
lipped by art ; it bears on its bark an excreſcence like 
„which in taſte and ſmell reſembles garlic, and 
as uſed by our people inſtead of it. We found here 
too the pie mento-tree and likewiſe the cabbage · tree, 
hough in no great plenty, 1 Ag; 9: | 
Our priſoners .obſerved, that the appearance of the 
hills in ſome part of the Iſland reſembled that of the 
mountains of Chili, where the gold is found: So that 
it is not impoſſible but mines might be diſcovered bere. 
Ve obſerved, in ſome places, ſeveral hills of a peculiar 
ort of red earth, exceeding vermilion in colour, which 
r. on examination, might prove uſeſul for many 
Durpoies. 23415. Eng 16%: le to! 

Beſides a great number of, plants of various kinds. 
hich are to be met with upon the Iſland, but which we 
ere not botaniſts enqugh either to deſcribe, or attend 
o, we found there almoft all the vegetables, which are 
ſually eſteemed to be particularly adapted to the cure 
f theſe ſcorbutic diſorders Which are contracted by 
alt diet and long voyages. For here we bad great 
uantities of water-crefſes and purſlam, with excellent 
id forrel, and a vaſt profuſion of turnips and Sicilian. 
radiſhes : Theſe two laſt, having ſome reſemblance to. 
ach other, were: confounded, by our people under the 
general name of turnips. We uſually preferred the tops 
f the turnips to the roots, which were often iringy : 
hough ſome of them were free from that exception, 
ind remarkably good. Theſe vegetables, with the fiſh 
and fleſh we found here, and which I ſhall more parti- 
ularly deſcribe , hereafter, were not only extremely 
prateſu] to our palates, aftet the long courſe of falt diet 
hich we had been confined io, but were likewiſe of 
he moſt ſalutary conſequence, to our Hick in recovering 
nd invigorating them, and of no mean ſervice to us 
„ho were well, in deſtroying the lurking ſeeds of the 
curvy, from which perhaps none of us were totally ex- 
mpt, and in refreſhing and reſtoring us to our wonted 
length and activity. (RS + & 1 
| LICE OS os. ad Hheſides 
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 Beffides the vegetables I have mentioned of which 'w 
made perpetual uſe, we found many acres of 8 00 
vered with oats and clover. There were alſo fome fey 
cabhage - trees upen the and as obſeryed before ; by 
as they generally grew on eker and in dangeron 
ſituations, and as it was neceflary to cut down a large 
tree for every ſingle cabbage, this was a dainty that we 
were able but rarely to indulge in. 757%. _ 
The excellence of the climate and the looſenels of 
the ſoil, render this be extremely proper for all king 
of yegetation ; for if the ground be any where acc 
dentally turned up, it is immediately overgrown with 
turnips and Sicilian radiſhes ; and therefore Mr. Anfu 
baving with him garden ſeeds of all kinds, and flone 
of different ſorts of fruits, he for the better accommods- 
tion of his countrymen who ſhould hereafter touch here, 
ſowed both lettices, carrots, and other garden plants, apd 
ſet in the woods a great variety of plum, apricot, and 
ch ſtones : And theſe laſt he has been informed have 
nce thriven to a very remarkable degree; for ſome 
Gentlemen, who in their paſſage from Lima ro Old h 

were taken and brought to England, having procured 
leave to wait upon Mr. Anſon, to thank him for his ge 
neroſity and humanity to his prifoners, ſome of whon 
were their relations, they, in caſua} diſcourſe with hin 
about his tranſactions in the Sourh-Seas, particulatly 5 
ed him, if he had not planted a great number of tha 
ſtones on the Iſland of Juan Fernandes, for they told him 
their late Navigators had diſcovered there numbers d 
peach-trees and apricot-trees, which being fruits be: 
fore unobſerved in that place, they concluded them i 

be produced from kernels fer by him, | | 
And this may in general fuffice as to the oil and ve 
getable productions of this place: But the face of the 
country, at leaſt of the North part of the Tfland, is f 
extremely ſingular, that 'I cannot, avoid giving it a par 
ticular conſideration. I have ulready taken notice of the 
wild inhoſpitable air with which it firſt appeared to us 
and the gradual improvement of this uncouth Tandikp 
as we drew nearer, till we were at laſt captivated by tit 
numerous beauties we diſcovered on the ſhore. Aud 
muſt now add, that we found, during the time of = le. 
ence 


* 


ROUND THE WORLD. toy 


ſdence there, that the inland parts of the Illand did uo 
ways fall ſhort of the ſanguine prepoſſeſſions which we 
gt entertained in their favour. 4 
For the woods that covered moſt of the ſteepeſt hills, 
were free from all buſhes and undertrood, and afforded 
an eaſy paſſage 1 every part of them ; und the ir- 
regularities of the hills and precipices, in the northern 
part of the Iſland, neoeſſarily traced out by their various 
combinations a great number of romantic vallies ; moſt 
of which had a ſtream of the cleareſt water running 
through them, that tumbled in caſcades from rock 10 
rock, as the bottom of the valley, by the courſe of the 
neighbouring bill, was at any time broken into à ſudden 
ſharp deſcent : Some particular ſpots occurred in theſe 
rallies, where the ſhade and fragrance of the contiguous 
woods, the loftineſs of the — rocks, and the 
tranſparency and frequent falls of the neighbouring 
ſtreams, preſented ſcenes of ſuch elegance and dignity, as 
would perhaps with difficulty be rivalled in any other 
part of the globe. It is in this place, perhaps, that the 
ſimple produQions of unaflifted nature may be faid to 
excel all the fictitious deſcriptions of the moſt animated 
imagination. I ſhall Gniſh this article with a ſhort ac- 
count of that ſpot where the Commodore pitched his. 
tent, and which he made choice of for his own reſidence, 
hough I deſpair of conveying an adequate idea of its 
beauty, This piece of ground which he choſe was a 
all lawn, that lay on a little aſeent, at the diſtance of 
bout half a mile from the ſea. In the front of his tent 
dere was a large avenue cut through the woods to the 
-ſide, which ſloping to the water with a gentle de- 
ent, opened a proſpect of the bay and the ſhips, at an- 
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hor, This lawn was ſcreened behind by a tall wood 
1 i myrtle ſweeping round it, in the form of a theatre, 
s te ground on Which the wood ſtood, riſibpg with a 
a nuch ſharper aſcent than the lawn itſelſ, though not fo 


uch, but that che bills and precipices within tagd: 
1 ered up confiderably above the tops of the trees, and 
ed to the gra-deur of the view. There were be⸗ 
we des, two ſtreams of cryſtal water, which rah on the 
D [got and Jeft of the tent, within an hundred yards di- 
ce, and were ſhaded by the trees which Tory the 

awn 
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lawn on either fide, and compleated the ſymmetry of the 


whole. ie 
It remains now only that we ſpeak of the animals and 
proviſions which we met with at this place. Former 
writers have related, that this Iſland abounded with yt 
numbers of goats, and their accounts are not to be queſ 
tioned, this place being the uſual haunt of the bucez- 
neers and privateers, who formerly frequented thoſe ſeas, 
And there are two inſtances; one of a Muſquito India, 
and the other of Alexander Selkirk a Scotchman, who 
were left by their reſpective ſhips, and lived alone upon 
this Iſland for ſome years, and conſequently were ng 
_ ſtrangers to its produce. Selkirk, who was the laſt, after 
a ſtay of between four and five years, was taken off the 
place by the Duke and Ducheſs Privateers of Briftal, a; 
may be ſeen at large in the journal of their voyage: His 
manner of life, during his ſolitude, was in moſt particu- 
lars very remarkable; but there is one circumſtance he 
relates, which was ſo ſtrangely verified by our own ob- 
ſervation, that I cannot help reciting it. He tells us, a. 
mongſt other things, as he often caught more goats than 
be wanted, he ſometimes marked their ears, and let them 
go. This was about thirty-two years before our ar- 
val at the Iſland. Now it happened, that the firſt goat 
that was killed by our people at their landing had hs 
ears flit, whence we concluded, that he bad doubilels 
been formerly under the power of Selkirk, This was it- 
deed an animal of a moſt venerable aſpect, dignified will 
an exceeding majeſtic beard, and with many other ſymp- 
tows of antiquity. During our ſtay on the Iſland, ve 
niet with others marked in the fame manner, all the 
males being extinguiſhed by an exuberance of beard, and 
every other characteriſtic of extreme age. 
But the great numbers of goats, which former write!s 
deſcribed to have been found upon this Ifland, are 4 
preſent very much diminiſhed :- For the Spaniards being 
informed of the advantages the buccaneers and privi- 
teers drew from the proviſions which goats-fleſh here 
furniſhed them with, they have ende-voured to ext! 
pate the breed, thereby to deprive their enemies of thi 
relief. Fer this purpoſe, they have put on ſhore gren 


numbers of large dogs, who have encreaſed apace, 1 
\ 
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have deſtroyed all the goats in the acceſſible part of the 
country; ſo that there now remain only a few amongſt 


the craggs and precipices, where the dogs cannot fol- 


ow them. Theſe are divided into ſeparate herds of 
wenty or thirty each, which inhabit diſtinR faſtneſſes, 
and never mingle with each other : By this means we 
ſound it extremely difficult to kill them; and yet we 
were ſo deſirous of their fleſh, which we all agreed much 
reſembled veniſon, that we got knowledge, I believe, of 
all their herds, and it was conceived, by comparing 
their numbers together, that they ſcarcely exceeded two 
hundred upon the whole Iſland. I remember we had 
once an opportunity of obſerving a remarkable diſpute 
betwixt a herd of theſe animals and a number of dogs; 
for going in our boat in the eaſtern bay, we ſaw ſome 
dogs _— very eagerly upon the foot, and being 
willing to diſcover what game they were after, we lay 
upon our oars ſome time to view them, and at laſt we 
aw them take to a hill, and looking a little further, we 


obſerved upon the ridge of it an herd of goats, Which 


ſeemed drawn up for their reception; there was a very 
narrow path ſkirted on each fide by precipices, on which 
the Maſter of the herd poſted himſelf fronting the ene- 
my, the reſt of the goats being all behind him, where 
the ground was more open : As this ſpot was inacceſſi- 
ble by any other path, excepting where this champion 
had placed himſelf, the dogs, tho' they ran up hill with 
great alacrity, yet when they came within about twenty 
yards of him, durſt not encounter him, (for he would 
ntallibly have driven them down the precipice) but gave 
over the chaſe, and quietly laid themſelves down, pant- 
ing at a great rate. 46 7 | 

The dogs, who, as I have mentioned, are maſters of 
all the acceſſible parts of the Iſland, are of various kinds, 
but ſome of them very large, and are multiplied to a 
Nen degree. They ſometimes came down to our 

bitations at night, and ſtole our proviſion ; and once 
or twice they ſet upon 1 but aſſiſtance being 
at hand, they were driven without doing any miſ- 
chief, As at preſent, it is rare for goats to fall in their 
way, we conceived that they lived principaily upon 
young ſeals ; and indeed ſome of our people had the 
curioſuy 
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curioſity to kill dogs ſometimes and dreſs them, and they 
ſeemed to agree that they had a:fiſhy taſte. 444 
Goats-fleth, as 1 have mentioned, being ume 
rarely being able to kill above one a day; and our 
growing tired of fiſh, CE I ſhall hereafter 
abounds at this place) they at laſt condeſcended to ext 
ſeals, which by degrees they came to reliſh, and called i 
lamb. The ſeal, numbers of which haunt this Iſland, hath 
been ſo often deſcribed by former writers, that it is unne- 


ceſſary to ſay any thing particular about them in this place, 


But there is another amphibious creature to be met with 
| here, called a ſea-lion, that bears ſome reſemblance tot 
ſeal, though it is much larger. This too we eat under the 
denomination of beef; and as it is ſo extraordinary an a 
nimal, I conceive, it well merits a particular annotation, 
They are in fize, when arrived at their full growth, from 
twelve to twenty feet in length, and from eight to fiſteen 
in circumference: They are extremely fat, ſo that after 
having cut thro? the ſkin, which is about an inch in thick- 
neſs, there is at leaft a foot of fat before you can come at 
either lane or bones; and we experienced more than once, 
that the fat of ſome of the largeſt afford us a but of oil. 
They are likewiſe very full of bload, for if they are deep- 
ly wounded in a dozen places, there will inſtantly guſh out 
as many fountains of blood, ſpouting to a conſiderable di- 
ſtance ; and to try what quantity of blood they contained, 
we ſhot one firſt, and then cut its thioat, and meafuring 
the blood that came from bim, we found, that beſides 
what remained in the veſſels, which to be ſure was con- 
fiderable, we got at leaſt two hogſheads. Their ſkins are 
covered. with ſhort. hair of a light dun colour, but their 
tails, and their fins, which ſerve them for feet on ſhore, are 
almoſt black; their fins or feet are divided at the ents like 
fingers, the web which joins them not reaching to the ex- 
tremities, and each of theſe extremities is furniſhed with 
a nail. They haven diftant reſemblance to an over-grown 
ſeal, though in ſome particulars there is a manifeſt diffe- 
rence, eſpecially in the males, who have a large ſnout or 
trunk hanging down five or fix inches below the end ofthe 
upper jaw; this particular the females have not, and this 
renders the countenance of the male and female eaſy tobe 
diſtinguiſned from each other, and beſides, the males 17 
409 . "i 
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of 3 much larger ſize, Theſe animals divide their time e- 

fly between the land and fea, continuing at ſea all the 
1 44 and coming on ſhore at the ſetting in of the win- 
ter, where they refide during the whole ſeaſon. In this 


interval they engender and bring forth their young, and 


haye generally two at a birth ; theſe they ſuckle with 
their milk, they being at firſt about the 8 of a full- 
grown ſeal. During the time of theſe animals continu- 
ance on ſhore, they teed on the graſs and verdure which 
grow near the banks of the freſh-water ſtreams ; and, 
when not employed in feeding, ſleep in herds in the 
moſt miry places they can find out. As they ſeem to 
be of a very lethargic diſpoſition, and not eaſily awak- 
ened, each herd was obſerved to place ſome of their 
males at a Ciſtance in the nature of centinels, who ne- 
yer failed to alarm them, Whenever our men attempted 
to moleſt, or even to approach them; and they were 
very capable of alarming, even at a conſiderable diſ- 
tance, for the noiſe they make is very loud and of diſ- 
ferent kinds, ſometimes grunting like hogs, end at other. 
umes ſnorting like horſes in full vigour. They often, 
eſpecially the males, have furious battles with each other, 
principally about their females ; and we were one day 
extremely ſurprized by the fight of two animals, which 
at firſt appeared different from all We had ever obſerved, 
but, on a nearer approach, they proved to be two ſea- 
lons, who had been goring each other with their teeth, 
ud were covered over with blood: And we obſerved 
one who generally lay ſurrounded with a: ſeraglio of fe- 
males, which no other male dared to approach, and 
vas therefore called by the failors the Baſhaw, who bad 
tot acquired that envied pre-eminence without many 
Hoody conteſts, of which the marks till remained in 
lie numerous ſcars which were viſible in every part of 
bis body. We killed many of them for food, particu - 
larly for their hearts and tongnes, which we eſteemed 
acceding good eating, and preferable even to thoſe of 
ullocks ; And in general there was no difficulty in kill- 
1 for they were incapable either of eſcaping or 
entting, their motion being the moſt unwieldy that 
an be conceived, their blubber all the time they are 
moving, being agitated in large waves under their ſkins, 

However, 
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However, a ſailor one day being careleſly employed in 
ſkinning a young ſea-lion, the female from whom be 
had taken it, came upon him unperceived, and getting 
his head in her mouth, ſhe with her teeth ſcored hz 
ſkull in notches in many places, and thereby wounded 
bim ſo deſperately, that though all poſſible care wy 


taken of him, he died in a few days. | 
| Theſe are the principal animals which we found upot 
the Iſland: for we ſaw but few birds, and thoſe chief 
hawks, blackbirds, owls, and humming birds. Weſay 
not the Pardela, which buriows in the ground, and which 
former writers have mentioned to be found here; but x 
we often met with their holes, we ſuppoſed that the dog 
had deſtroyed them, as they have almoſt done the cats, 
which were very numerous in Se/kir#'s time, but we fay 
not above one or two during our whole ſtay. However, 
the rats ſtil] keep their ground, and continue here in 
reat numbers, and were very troubleſome to us by in- 
teſting our tents nightly. * 2 | 
But that which furniſhed us with the moſt delicious fe 
paſts at this Iſland, remains ſtill to be deſcribed. Thi 
was the fiſh, with which the whole bay was moſt pln 
tifully ſtored, and with the greateſt variety: For we 
found here cod of a prodigious fize ; and by the repon 
of ſome of our Crew, who had been formerly employed 
in the Newfoundland fiſhery, not in leſs plenty than is to 
be met with on the banks of that Ifland. We Ach 
alſo cavallies, gropers, large breams, maids, filver hih 
congers of a. peculiar kind, and above all, a hlack hh, 
which we moſt eſteemed; called by ſoine a Chimney. WF" 
ſweeper, in ſhape reſembling a carp. Indeed the beach Wi" 
is every where ſo full of rocks and looſe ſtones, that there WF" 
is no poſſibility of hauling the Seine; but with took Wi ' 
and lines we caught what numbers we ple«fed, fo that 8?! 
a boat with two or three lines would return loaded with Fs? 
fiſn in about two or three hours time. The og) . 
terruption we ever met with, aroſe from great quaptiris 
of dog-fiſh and large ſharks, which ſometinies attended . 
our boats and prevented our ſport. Befides the fiſh we 
have already mentioned, we found here one delicacy if 
greater perfection, both as to ſize, flavour and quantit), 
than is perhaps to be met with in any other part of br 
| ie. . N. | wor'd. 
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ond: This was a ſea craw-fiſh ; they generally weighed 
cht or nine pounds apiece, were of a moſt excellent 
kv and lay in ſuch abundance near the water's edge; 
hat the boat-hooks often ſtruck into them in putting 
the boat to and from the ſhore, | 

Theſe are the moſt material articles relating to the 
accommodations, ſoil, vegetables, animals, and other 
productions of the Iſland of Juan Fernandes: By which 
it muſt appear how properly that place was adapted for 
recovering us from the deplorable ſituation to which our 
edious and unfortunate navigation round Cape Horn had 
reduced us. And having thus given the reader ſome idea 
of the ſite and circumſtances of this place, which was to 
be our reſidence for three Months, | ſhall now proceed, 
in the next chapter, to relate all that occurred to us in 
hat interval, reſuming my narration from the 18th Day 
pf June, being the day in which the Tryal loop, having 
dy a ſquall been driven out to ſex three days before, 
ame again to her moorings, the day in which we finiſh- 
| the ſending our fick on ſhore, and about eight days 
ter our firſt anchoring at this INland, 


Cnap. II. The arrival of the Glouceſter and the Anna 
Pink at the I/land of Juan Fernandes, and the tranſac- 
tions at that place during this interval. 


H E arrival of the Tryal floop at this Ifland, fo 
ſoon after we came there ourſelves, gave us great 
opes of being ſpeedily joined by the reſt of the ſqua- 
Iron; and we were for ſome days continually looking 
but, in expectation of their coming in fight. But near 
lortnight being elapſed, without any of them having 
peared, we began to deſpair- of ever meeting them 
gain ; as we knew that had our ſhip continued fo much 
onger at ſea, we ſhould every man of us have periſhed, 
id the veſſel, occupied by dead bodies only, would 
ave been left to the caprice of the winds and waves: 
ind this we had great reaſon to fear was the fate of 
ur conſorts, as each hour added to the probability of 
eſe deſponding ſuggeſtions. e224 | 
But on the 21ſt ß June, ſome of our people, from 
n eminence on ſhore, diſcerned a ſhip to leeward, with 
her 
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her courſes even with the horizon ; and they, at ( 
ſame time, particularly obſerved, that ſhe had no f 
abroad except her courſes and her main top-ſail. Th, 
circumſtance made them conclude that it was one g 
our ſquadron, which had probably ſuffered in her fi 
and rigging as ſeverely as we had done: But they we 
vented from forming more definite conjeQures abo 
r; for, after viewing her for a ſhort time, the wy 
ther grew thick and hazy, and they loſt fight of he, 
On this report, and no ſhip appearing for ſome days, w 
were all under the greateſt concern, fuſpeRing that he 
people were in the utmoſt diſtreſs for want of water, a 
diminiſhed and weakened by ſickneſs, as not to hy 
able to ply up to windward ; fo that we feared, tha 
after having been in fight of the Iſland, her whole crey 
would notwithſtanding periſh at ſea. However, o 
the 26th, towards noon, we diſcerned a fail in the 
North Eaſt quarter, which we conceived to be the er 
ſame ſhip that bad been ſeen before, and our cone 
| tures proved true; and about one o'clock the approach 
ed ſo near, that we could diſtinguiſh ber to be the C 
cefler. As we had no doubt of her being in great dil 
treſs, the Commodore immediately ordered his boat u 
her aſfiſtance, laden with freſh water, fiſh, and vegets 
bles, which was a very ſeaſonable relief to them; fir 
our apprehenſions of their calamities appeared to be bu 
too well grounded, as perhaps there never was a crewit 
a more diſtreſſed ſituation. They had already throm 
over- board two thirds of their complement, and of thole 
that remained alive, ſcarcely any were capable of doi 
duty, except the Officers and their ſervants. They 
been a conliderable time at the ſwall allowance of 1 
pint of freſh water to each man for twenty-four hours, 
and yet they had ſo little left, that, had it not been fot 
the ſupply we ſent them, they muſt foon have died" 
thirſt, The ſhip plied in within three miles of the 
bay; but the winds and currents being contrary, fit 
could not reach the road. However, ſhe continued i 
the offing the next day, but had no chance oſ coming 
to an anchor, unleſs the winds and currents fhifted; 
and therefore the Commodore repeated his aſſiſtance, 
{ending to her the Tals boat manned with the Centr 
turn! 
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128 „and a farther ſupply of water and othet 
D Captain Mitchel, the Captain of the 
lucefer, was under a neceſſity of detaining both this 
oat and that ſent the preceding day; for without the 
elp of their crews he had no longer firength enough to 
avigate the ſhip. In this tantalizing ſituation the Glou- 
efer continued for near a fortnight, without being able 
0 fetch the road, though uently attempting it, and 
t ſome times bidding very fair for it. On the 9th of 
puh, we obſerved her ſtretching away to the eaſtward at 
conſiderable diſtance, which we ſuppoſed with a de- 
jen to get to the ſouthward of the Iſland ; but as we 
oon loft fight of her, and ſhe did not appear for near a 
eek, we were prodigiouſly concerned, knowing that 
e muſt be again in extreme diſtreſs for want'of water, 
ter great impatience about her, we diſcovered her 
gain on the 16th, endeavouring to come round the 
aſtern point of the Iſland ; but the wind till blowing 
lirely from the bay, prevented her getting nearxer 
ban within four leagues of the land. On this, Captain 
Michel made ſignals of diſtreſs, and our long-boat was 
nt io him with a ſtore of water, and plenty of fiſh, and 
ther refreſhments. And the long- boat being not to be 
ared, the Cockfwain had poſuive orders from the Com- 
nodore to return again 1 but the weather 
roving ſtormy the next day, and the boat not appeari 
re much feared ſhe was loſt, which would have 
n irretrievable misfortune to us all: But, the gd day 
ter, we were relieved from this anxiety, by the joyful 
bt of the long-boat's ſails upon the water; and we 
it the Cutter immediately to her aſſiſtance, who tow- 


d ber along fide in a few hours. The crew of our 


dag boat had taken in fix of the Glouceſter's ſick men 
o bring them on ſhore, two of which had died in the 
dat. And now we learnt that the Gloucefler was in a 
bolt dreadful condition, baving ſcarcely a man in health 
n board, except thoſe they received from us; and num- 
ers of their ſick dying daily, we found that, had it not 
en for the laſt ſupply ſent by -our-long-boat, both the 
talthy and diſeaſed muſt have all periſhed together 
N want of water. And theſe calamities were the more 
"lying, as they appeared to be without * 8 

| or 
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For the Glouceſter had already ſpent a month in her g 
deavours to fetch the bay, and ſhe was now no farths 
advanced than at the firſt moment ſhe made the Island. 
on the contrary the people on board her had worn oy 
all their hopes of ever ſucceeding in it, by the many 
periments they had made of its difficulty. Indeed, th 
ſame day her ſituation grew more deſperate than eye 
for after ſhe had received our laſt ſupply of refreſhmem 
we again loſt fight of her; ſo that we in general deſpii- 
ed of her ever coming to an anchor. 

Thus was this unhappy veſſel bandied about withy 
a few leagues of her intended harbour, whilſt the neigh 
bourhood of that place and of thoſe circunſtancy 
which could alone put an end to the calamities they | 
boured under, ſerved only to aggravate their diſtreſs, by 
torturing them with a view of the relief it was not i 


their power to reach. But fhe was at laſt delivered fron 
this dreadful ſituation, at a time when we leaſt expeded 
it; for after having loſt ſight of her for ſeveral days, we 
were pleaſingly ſurprized, on the morning of the 2 
of July, to ſee her open the N. W. point of the by 


with a flowing fail; when we immediately diſpatched 
what boats we had to her aſſiſtance, and in an hour! 
time from our firſt perceiving her, fhe anchored ak 
within us in the bay. And now we were more particu- 
larly convinced of the importance of the aſſiſtance and 
refreſhments we ſo often ſent them, and how impoſlibk 
it would have been for a man of them to have furvived, 
had we given leſs attention to their wants; for notwiths 
ſtanding the water, the greens, and freſh proviſions bi 
we ſupplied them with, and the hands we ſent them tv 
navigate the ſhip, by which the fatigue of their ow! 
people was dimintſhed, their fick relieved, and the moi. 
tality abated ; notwithſtanding this indulgent care d 
the Commodore, they yet buried three fourths of ther 
crew, and a very ſmall proportion of the remainder wer 
capable of aſſiſting in the duty of the ſhip. On ther 
coming to an anchor, our firit care was to aſſiſt them i 
mooring, and our next to ſend the ſick on ſhore : Theſe 
were now reduced by deaths to leſs than four-ſcore, o 
which we expected to loſe the greateſt part: but wh* 


ther it was, that thoſe fartheſt advanced in the 7 
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- were all dead, or that the greens and freſh rick 
ons we had ſent on board had prepared thoſe which 
-mained for a more ſpeedy recovery, it happened, con- 
ary to our expectations, that their fick were in gene- 
i] relieved and reſtored to their ſtrength, in a much 

orter time than our own had been when we firſt came 
the iſland, and very few of them died on ſhore. 

[ have thus given an account of the principal events, 
lating to the arrival of the Gloucefler, in one continued 
arration : I ſhall only add, that we never were joined 
yy any other of our ſhips, except our ViQualler, the 
nd Pink, who came in about the middle of Auguſt, 
ind whoſe hiſtory I ſhall more particularly relate here- 
iter. And I ſhall now return to the account of our 
wn tranſactions on board and on ſhore, during the in- 
terval of the Gloucefter's frequent and ineffeRual attempts 
to reach the Iſland. Rte 

Our next employment, after ſending our ſick on ſhore 
from the Centurion, was cleanſing our thip and filling 
our water. The firſt of theſe meaſures was indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary to our future health, as the numbers of 
ſck, and the unavoidable negligence ariſing from our 
deplorable ſituation at ſea, had rendered the decks moſt 
ntolerably loathſome. And the —_ our water was a 
caution that appeared not leſs eſſential to our future ſe- 
curity, as we had reaſon to apprehend that accidents 
might oblige us to quit the Iſland at a very ſhort warn- 
ing; for ſome Appearances, which we had diſcovered 
on ſhore upon our firſt landing, gave us grounds to be- 
lere, that there were Spaniſþ cruiſers in theſe ſeas, 
which had left the Iſland but a ſhort time before our ar- 
ral, and might poſſibly return there again, either for 
a recruit of water, or in ſearch of us; for as we could 
not doubt, but that the ſole buſineſs they had at ſea 
was to intercept us, and we knew that this Iſland was 
the likelieft place, in their own opinion, to meet with 
ls. The circumſtances, which gave riſe to theſe re- 
lectons (in part of which we were not miſtaken, as 
ſhall be obſerved more at large hereafter) were our find- 
ug on ſhore ſeveral pieces of earthen jars, made uſe of 
n thoſe ſeas for water and other liquids, which ap- 
peared to be freſh broken. We ſaw too many heaps of 
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aſhes, and near them fiſh-bones and pieces of fiſh; b 
ſides whole fiſh ſcattered here and there, which pla 
appeared to have been but a ſhort time out of the wa 
as they were but juſt beginning to decay. Theſe ; 


pearances were certain indications that there had ben 
ſhips at this place but a ſhort time before e came then, 
and as all Spaniſh Merchantmen are inſtructed to any 
the Ifland, on account of its being the common rende: 
vous of their enemies, we concluded thoſe who hid 
touched here to be ſhips of force ; and not knowing 

that Pizarro was returned to Buenos Ayres, and i 
what ſtrength might have been fitted out at Callas, we 
were under ſome concern for our ſafety, being'inh 
wretched and enfeebled a condition, that notwithſtand- 
ing the rank of our ſhip, and the ſixty guns ſhe carrie! 
on board, which would only have aggravated our dif 
honour, there was ſcarcely a privateer ſent to ſea; that 
was not an over-match for us. However, our fears 0 

this head proved imaginary, and we were not 
to the diſgrace, which might have been expected to he 
befallen us, bad we been neceſſitated (as we muſt han 
been had the enemy appeared) to fight our ſixty - gu 

ſhip with no more than thirty hands. 1 
Whilf the cleaning our ſhip and the filling our water 
went on, we ſet up a large copper- oven on ſhore neu 
the fick tents, in which we baked bread every day for 
the ſhip's company, being extremely defirous of reco- 
vering our ſick as ſoon as poſfible, and conceiving that 
new bread, added to their greens and freſh fiſh, mig 
prove a powerful article in their relief. Indeed we had 
all imaginable reaſon to endeavour at the-augmenting 
our preſent” ſtrength, as every little accident, which to 
a full crew would be infignificant, was extremely alarm 
ing in our preſent helpleſs fituation: Of this we ads 
troubleſome inſtance on the 3ottr of June; for at five i 
the morning, we were aſtoniſhed by a violent guſt of 
v ind direQly off ſhore, which inſlantly parted our ſmall 
bower cable about ten fathom from the ring of the u- 
chor: The ſhip at once ſwung off to the beſt bower, 
which happily ſtood the violence of the jerk, nd 
brought us up with two cables an end in eighty fathow. 
At this time we had not above a dozen ſeamen in ary 
| IP, 
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hip, and we were a ebenſive, if the ſquall continued 
hat we ſhould be driven to ſea in this wretched conditi- 
However, we ſent the boat on ſhore, to _ off 
| that were capable of acting; and the wind, ſoon 
hating of its fury, gave us an opportunity of receiving 
he boat back again with e reinforcement. With this 
ditional ſtrength we immediately went to work, to- 
eve in what remained of the cable, which we ſu | 
d had received 9 from = foulneſs of the 

nd before it parted; and agreeable to our conjec- 
re, we found” that ſever fathom and a half of the 
ner end had been rubbed, and rendered unferviceable. 
1the afternoon, we bent the cable to the ſpare anchor, 
nd got it over the- ſhip's ſide; and the next morning 
74 1, being favoured with the wind in gentle breezes; 
re warped the ſhip in again, and let go the anchor in 
ony-one fathom; the eaſtermoft ko now bearing: 
om us E. 48; the weſtermoſt N. W. by W; and the 
ay as before, 8. 8. W; a ſituation, in which we re- 
min 8 8 Bur AO much con- 
med for the lofs of our anchor, and ſwept frequently 
dr it, in hopes to have recovered it; but the buoy hav 
ag ſunk at the very inſtant that the cable parted, we 
ere never able to find it: ö 

And now as we advanced in Ju, ſome of our men 
king tolerably recovered, the ſtrongeſt of them were 
mployed in cutting down trees, and ſplitting them in- 


bo billets: While others, who were too weak for this 


ploy, undertook to carry the billets by one at a time 
lo the water- ſide: This they performed, ſome of them 
wth the help of crutches, and others ſupported by a 
Ingle ſtick. We next ſent the forge on ſhore, and em- 
ployed our ſmit hs, who were but juſt capable of work- 
ug, in mending our chain- plates, and our other broken 
nd decayed iron-work. We began too the repairs of 
dur rigging ; but as we had not a ſufficient quantity of 
uk to make ſpun-yara, we deferred the general over- 
bale, in hopes of the daily arrival of the Gloucefer, who 
ne knew had a great quantity of junk on board. Hows. 
ger, that we might make as great diſpatch as paſſible 
n our refitting, we ſet up a large tent on the beach for 
te fail-makers ; and they were immediately _— 
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ed in repaiting our old fails, and making us new ong, 
Theſe occupations, with our cleanſing and watery 
the ſhip, (which was by this time pretty well compley: 
ed) the attendance on our fick and the frequent rel 
ſent to the Glouceſter, were the principal tranſactiom q 
our infirm crew, till the arrival of the Gloucefter at u 
anchor in the bay, And then Captain Mitchel waiting 
on the Commodore, informed him, that he had bee 
forced by the winds, in his laſt abſence, as far as th 
ſmall Iſland called Maſa-Fuero, lying about twenty-ty 
leagues to the weſtward of Juan Fernandes; and that be 
endeayoured to ſend his boat on ſhore at this place fy 
water, of which he could obſerve ſeveral ſtreams, but 
the wind blew ſo ſtrong upon the ſhore, and occaſioned 
ſuch a ſurf, that it was impoſſible for the boat to land; 
though the attempt was not altogether uſeleſs, as the 
returned with a boat-load of fiſh. This Iſland had bee 
repreſented by former Navigators as a barren rock; bu 
Captain Mitchel aſſured the Commodore, that it was al- 
moſt every where covered with trees and verdure, and 
was near four miles in length; and added, that it ap- 
—— to him far from impoſſible ſome ſmall bay might 
found on it, which might afford ſufficient ſhelter for 
any ſhip defirous of in 2+ hl there, | 
As four ſhips of our ſquadron were miſſing, this de- 
ſcription of the Ifland of Maſa-Fuero gave riſe to a cot 
jecture, that ſome of them might poſſibly, have fallen i 
with that Iſland, and have miſtaken it ſor the true place 
of our rendezyous ; and this ſuſpicion. was the more 
plauſible, as we had no draught of either Iſland that 
could be relied on. In conſequence of this reaſoning, 
Mr. Anſon determined to ſend the Tryal Sloop thither, a 
ſoon as ſhe could be fitted for the ſea, in order to ex: 
mine all its bays and creeks, that we might be fatih 
fied whether any of our miſſing ſhips were there or not. 
For this purpoſe ſome of our beſt hands were ſent 01 

board the Tryal the next morning, to over-hale and 
her rigging ; and our long-boat was employed in col: 
pleating her water; and whatever ſtores and neceſlans 
- ſhe wanted, were immediately ſupplied, either from tht 
Centurion or the Glouce/ler. But it was the Ath of 4 
guſt before the Tryal was in readineſs to ſail, when hav: 
ing 
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ng weighed, it ſoon after fell calm, and the tide ſet 
her very near the eaſtern ſhore : Captain Saunders hung 
ut lights, and fired ſeveral guns to acquaint us with his 
anger; upon which all the boats were ſent to his relief, 
who towed the Sloop into the bay, where ſhe anchored 
until the next morning, and then weighing again, pro- 
zeded on her cruize with a fair breeze. 

And now after the G/oucefter's arrival, we were em- 
loyed in earneſt in gw and repairing our rig- 
gag; but in the ſtripping our foremaſt, we were alarm- 
0 b diſcovering it was ſprung juſt above the part- 
ners of the upper deck. The ſpring was two inches in 
E and twelve in circumference; but the Carpenters 


b pecling it gave it as their opinion, that fiſhing it with | 


wo leaves of an anchor ſtock, would render it as ſe- 
Ire as ever. But our greateſt difficulty in refitting was 
he want of cordage and canvas ; for tho' we had taken 
o ſea much greater quantities of both, than had ever 
een done before, yet the continued bad weather we met 
vith, had occaſioned ſuch a conſumption of ſtores, that 
ve were driven to great ſtraits : For after working up 


|| our junk and old ſhrouds, to make twice-laid cord- 
ge, we were at laſt obliged to unlay a cable. to work in- 
0 running rigging. And with all the canvas, and rem- 
ants of old fails that could be muſtered, we could only 

make up one complete ſuit. | 
Towards the middle of Auguſt our men being indiffe- 
ntly recovered, they were permitted to quit their ſick 
ants, and to build ſeparate huts for themſelves, as it 
u imagined, that by living apart, they would be much 
lanlier, and conſequently Tikely to recover their ſtrength 
ie ſooner; but at the fame time particular orders 
ere given, that on the firing of a gun from the 
lp, they ſhould inſtantly repair to the water-fide.— 
beit employments on ſhore was now either the procur- 
of reireſhments, the cutting of wood, or the making 
| ol] from the blubber of the ſea-lions. This oil ſerv- 
| us for ſeveral uſes, as burning in lamps, or mixing 
ld pitch to pay the ſhips ſides or, when mixed with 
d-aſhes, to ſupply the uſe of tallow, of which we 
u none left, to give the ſhip boot-hoſe tops. Some 
me men too were occupied in falting of cod; for 
*G there 
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there being two. Newfoundland. fiſhermen in the. Cat 
rian, the Commodore made uſe of them in laying in 
conſiderable. quantity of ſalted cod foi a ſea-ſtare ; by 
very little of it was made uſe of, as it was afterward; 
thought to be as productive of the ſcurvy, as any othy 
kind of ſalt proviſions. | | 

I have before mentioned, that we had a copper ov 

on ſhore. to bake bread: for the ſick ; but it happened 
that the greatelt part of the flower, for the uſe of thy 
ſquadron, was embarked on board our victualler the 4 
1 Fink: And I ſhould have mentioned, that the Tray 
Sloop, at her arrival, had informed us, that on the qu 
of May ſhe had fallen in with our Victualler, not far dif 
tant from the continent of Chili; and had kept comps 
ny with her for tour days, when they were parted in 2 
hard gale of wind. This gave us ſome room to 
that ſhe was ſafe, and that ſhe might join us; but al 
June and July being paſt without any news of her, we 
ſuſpected ſhe was loſt ; and at the end of July the Cou- 
modore ordered all the ſhips to a ſhort allowance 
"bread. And it was not in our bread only, that we 
feared a deficiency ; for fince our arrival at this Iſland, 
we diſcovered that our former purſer had negleQed tg 
take on board large quantities of ſeveral kinds of pre- 
viſions, which the Commodore had expreſsly orderal 
him to receive; ſo that the ſuppoſed laſs of our Vic 
tualler, was on all accounts a mortifying conſideration, 
However, on Sunday the 1Gth of Auguſt, about noon, we 
eſpied a ſail in the northern quarter, and a gun was in 
mediately fired from the Centurion, to call off the peo 
from ſhore, who readily obeyed the ſummons, and repair 
ed to the beach, where the boats waited to carry them 08 
board. And now being prepared for the reception of ths 
ſhip in view, whether friend or enemy, we had variow 
ſpeculations about her; at firſt, many imagined it to be 
the Tryal loop returned from her cruize; but as ſhe dre# 
nearer, this opinion was. confuted, by obſerving ſhewsu 
veſſel with three maſts; and then other conjectures welt 
eagerly canvaſſed, ſome judging it to be the Severn, oben 
the Pearl, and ſeveral affirming that it did not belong iv 
our ſquadron ; but about three in the afternoon our d 


putes were ended by an unanunous perſuaſion that wn 
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- Viaualler the Anna Pink. This ſhip, though like the 
luce ter, ſhe had fallen in to the northward of the Iſland, 
4 yet the good fortune to come to an anchor in the 
y, at five in the afternoon. Her arrival gave us all the 
cereſt joy ; for each ſhip's company was now reſtored 
their full allowance of bread, and we were now freed: 
m the apprehenſions of our proviſions falling ſhort, 
fore we could reach ſome amicable port; a calamity, 
dich in theſe ſeas is of all others the moſt irretrievable. 

his was the laſt ſhip that joined us; and the dangers ſhe' 
countered, and the good fortune which ſhe afterwards 
t with, being matters worthy of a ſeparate narration, 

all refer them, together with a ſhort account of the 
ter ſhips of this ſquadron, to the enſuing chapter. 


14e, INI, 4 Hort narrative of what befel the Anna 
Pink before ſbe joined us, with an account of the loſs of 
the Wager, and of the putting: back of the Severn and 
Pearl, the 1400! remaining ſbips of the ſquadron. 


)) the firſt appearance of the Anna Pink, it ſeemed 


wonderful to us how the crew of a veſfel, which 
ne to this rendezvous two months after us, ſhould be 
able of working their ſhip in the manner they did, 
th ſo little appearance of debility and- diſtreſs: But this 
kculty was ſoon ſolved when ſhe came io an anchor: 
we then found that they had been in harbour ſince 
middle of May, which was near a month before we 
ved at Juan Fernandes : So that their ſufferings (the 
We they had run of ſhipwreck only excepted) were 
atly ſhort of what had been undergone by the reſt of 
quayron, It ſeems, on the 16th of May, they fell 
vith the land, which was then but four leagues di- 
it in the latitude of 45® : 15“ South. On the firſt 
it of it they wore ſhip and ſtood to the ſouthward; 
their fore-top-ſail ſplirting, and the wind being W. 8. 
bey drove towards the ſhore ; and the Captain at laſt, 
der unable to clear the land, or, as others ſay, reſoly- 
o keep the ſea no longer, ſteered ſor the coaſt, with 
ew of diſcovering ſome ſhelter amongſt the many 
ids which then appeared in fight : And about four 
ls aſter the firſt view of the land, the Pink bad the 
G 2 good 
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good fortune to come to an anchor, to the eaſtwar; 
the Iſland of Inchin; but as they did not run ſufficiey 
near to the Eaſt-ſhore of that Ifland, and had not hay 
to veer away the cable briſkly, they were ſoon driven; 
the eaſtward, deepening their water from twenty. 
fathom to thirty-five, and til] continuing to din 
they, the next day the 17th of May, let go their fk 
anchor; which though it brought them up for a 
time, yet on the 18th, they drove again, till they c 
into "ſixty-five fathom water, and were now within 
mile of the land, and expected to be forced on thy 
every moment, in a place where the coaſt was ſoy 
high and ſteep too, that there was not the leaſt projpe 
of ſaving the ſhip or cargo; and their boats being! 
leaky, and there being no appearance of a landing pla 
the whole crew, conſiſting of fixteen men and boy 
ave themſelves over for lott, for they apprehended, th 
Hany of them by ſome extraordinary chance ſhouldy 
on ſhore, they would, in all probability, be maſſacred} 
the ſavages on the coaſt: For theſe, knowing no oth 
»Europeans but-Spaniards, it might be expected they wei 
treat all ſtrangers with the fame cruelty which they! 
ſo often and ſo ſignally exerted againſt their Span 
"neighbours. Under theſe terrifying circumſtances 
Fink drove nearer and nearer to the rocks which ſom 
the ſhore ; but at laſt, when the crew expected each 
. 'flant to ſtrike, they perceived a ſmall opening in the 
which raiſed their hopes; and immediately cutting as 
their two anchors, they ſteered for it, and found i 
be a ſmall channel betwixt an iſland and the 'Ma 
which led them into a moſt excellent harbour, wii 
for its ſecurity againſt all winds and ſwells, and! 
ſmoothneſs of its waters, may perhaps compare \ 
any in the known world. And this place being icard 
two miles diſtant from the ſpot where they deemed i 
deſtiuction inevitable, the horrors of ſhipwreck add 
immediate death, which had ſo long, and fo (iron 
poſſeſſed them, vaniſhed almoſt inſtantaneouſly, andy 
place to the more joyous ideas of ſecurity, repole, 
refreſhment. | | | 
In this harbour, diſcovered in this almoſt miract 


manner, the Pink came to an anchor in wo 
- all 
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hom water, with only a hawſer and a ſmall anchor 
about three hundred weight: And here ſhe continu- 
\ for near two months, refreſhing her people, who were 
iny of them ill of the ſcurvy, but were ſoon reſtored 
perfect health by the freſh-proviſions, of which they 
ocured good ſtore, and the excellent water with which 
ie adjacent ſhore abounded. But as this place may 
ore of the greateſt importance to future Navigators, 
ho may be forced upon this coaſt by the weſterly winds, 

jich are almoſt perpetual in that part of the world, I 
all, before I enter into any farther particulars of the ad- 
entures of the Pink, give the beſt account I could col- 
& of this Port, its ſituation, convemencies, and produc- 
Jons, 7K | | | 
Its latitude, which is indeed an important point, is. 
of well = ſcertained, the Pini having no obſervation ei- 
her the day before ſhe came here, or within a day of her 
wing it: But it is ſuppoſed that it is not very diſtant 
om 459 : 3o' South; and the large extent of the bay 
ſore the harbour, renders this uncertainty the lets 
aterial The Iſland of Inching, lying before the bay, 
ſuppoſed to be one of the Iſlands of Chonos, which are 
entioned in the Spaniſh accounts, as ſpreading all along 
at coaſt; and are ſaid by them to be inhabited by 
barbarous people, famous for their hatred to the 
paniards, and for their cruelties to ſuch of that Nation 
$ have fallen into their hands: And it is poſſible too 
lat the land near which the harbour itſelf lies, may be 
dother of thoſe Iſlands, and that the Continent may be 
anſiderably farther to the eaſtward. There are two 
bes in it where ſhips may conveniently. heave down, 
e water being conſtantly ſmooth : And there are ſe- 
eral hne runs of excellent freſh water which fall into 
e harbour, and ſome of them ſo luckily ſituated, that 
le caſks may be filled in the long-boat with an hoſe : 
Vie of them in the N. E. of the Port, is a freſh water 
"er, and here the Pink's people got ſome few mullets 
an excellent flavour; and they were perſuaded that, 
2 proper ſeaſon, (it being winter when they were 
ire). it abounded with fiſh. The principal refreſh- 
ents they met with in this port were greens, as 
ud cellery, nettle-tops, Ec. (which after ſo long a 
| 3 continuance 
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continuance at ſea they devoured with great eapenc 
ſhell-fiſh, as cockles and muſcles of an 2016in 
ſize, and extremely delicious ;-and good ſtore of pep 
ſhags, and penguins. The climate, though it wat 
depth of winter, was not remarkably rigorous ; nor1 
trees, and the face of the country, deſtitute of verdur 
and doubtleſs in the ſummer many other ſpecies of fy 
proviſion, beſides theſe here enumerated, might be fq 
there. And notwithſtanding the tales of the Sang 
ſtorians, in relation to the violence and barbarity fi 
inhabitants, it doth not appear that their number, 
ſufficient to give the leaſt jealouſy to any fthip of ad 
nary force, or that their diſpoſition is by any mean 
eee or mercileſs as hath hitherto been repieſa 
ed: And beſides all theſe advantages, it is ſo far rem 
ed from the Spani/b frontier, and ſo little known tot 
Spaniards themſelves, that there is reaſon. to ſupp, 
that with proper precautions a ſhip might continue he 
undiſcovered for a long time. It is alfo a place of gre 
defence ; for by poſſelfiag the Iſland that cloſes up l 
harbour, and which is acceſſible in very few places 
{mall force might defend this port againſt all the fireny 
the Spaniards could muſter in that part of the world 
for this Iſland towards the harbour is ſteep to, and | 
fix fathom water cloſe to the ſhore, ſo that the Nu 
chored within forty yards of it: Whence it is obi 
how impoſſible it would prove, either to board or to 
out any veſſel protected by a force poſted on ſhore wit 
in piſto] ſhot, and where thoſe who were thus poſt 
could not themſelves be attacked: All theſe circun 
ſtarices ſeem to render this place worthy of a more 1 
curate examination; and it is to be hoped, that thei 
portant uſes which this rude account of it ſeems to ſug 
geſt, may hereafter recommend it to the confiderati 
of the Public, and to the attention of thoſe who are m 
N entruſted with the conduct of our naval 
airs. \ 

After this deſcription of the place where the / 
lay for two months, it may be expected that I ſhoul 
relate the diſcoveries made by the crew on the adjacel 
coaſt, and the principal incidents during their ſtay there 
But here I muſt obſerve, that being only a few in 7 
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ber, they did not dare to detach any of their people on 
giant diſcoveries z for they were — terrified 
vith the apprehenfion that they ſhould be attacked either 
by the Spaniards or the Indians; ſo that their excurſions 
were generally confined to that tract of land which ſur- 
rounded the Port, and where they were never out of 
view of the ſhip. But even had they at firſt known how 
little foundation there was for theſe fears, yet the coun- 
ty in the neighbourhood was ſo grown up with wood, 
and traverſed with mountains, that it appeared impracti- 
cable to penetrate it: So that no account of the inland 
parts could be expected from them. Indeed they were 
able to diſprove the relations given by the Spaniſh writers, 
who had repreſented this coaſt as inhabited by a fierce 
and powerſul people: For they were certain that no 
fach inhabitants were there to be found, at leaſt during 
the winter ſeaſon ; ſince all the time they continued 
there, they ſaw no more than one Indian family, which 
came into the harbour in a periagua, about a month 
her the arrival of the Pink, and-confiſted of an Indian 
near forty years old, his wife, and two children, oue 
three years of age, and the other ſtill at the breaſt, 
They ſeemed to have with them all their property, 
which was a dog, and & cat, a fiſhing-net, a hatchet, 
a knife, a cradle, ſome bark of trees intended for the 
covering of a hut, a reel, ſome worſted, à flint and ſteel, 
and a few roots of a yellow hue and a very diſagreeable 
ate, which ſerved them for bread. The Maſter of the 
Fink, as ſoon as he perceived them, ſent his yawl, who 
brought them on board ; and fearing, left they might 
iſcover him if they were permitted to go away, he 
took as he conceived proper precautions for ſecuring 
dem, but without any mixture of ill uſage or violence: 
for in the day-time they were permitted to go where 
bey pleaſed about the ſhip, but at night were locked 


manner with the reſt of the crew, and were often in- 
tulged with brandy which they ſeemed greatly to reliſh, 
t cd not at firſt appear that they were much diſſa- 
ed with their ſituation, eſpecially as the Maſter took 
le Indian on ſhore when he went a ſhooting, (who 
tlnays ſeemed extremely delighted when the Maſter 

G4 | killed 


ip in the fore-caſtle. As they were fed in the ſame | 
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killed his game) and as all the crew treated them vi 
great humanity: but it was ſoon perceived, that though 
the woman continued eaſy and cheerful, yet the um 
grew penſive and reſtleſs at his confinement. He ſeemeq 
to be a perſon of good natural parts, and though ng 
capable of converſing with the Pink's: people, otherwik 
than by ſigns, was yet very curious and inquiſitive, an 
ſhewed great dexterity in the manner of making himfel 
underſtood. In particular, ſeeing ſo few people 0 
board ſuch a large ſhip, he let them know, that he ſup 
poſed they were once more numerous : And to repre. 
ſent to them what he imagined was become of thei 
companions, he laid himſelf down on the deck, cloſ 
his eyes, and ſtretching himſelf out motionleſs, to in- 
tate the appearance of a dead body. But the ſtrongel 
proof of his ſagacity was the manner of his getting 
away; for after being in cuſtody on board the Fin} 
eight days; the ſcuttle of the fore-caftle, where he and 
his family were locked up every night, happening to 
be unnailed, and the following night being extremely 
dark and ſtormy, he. contrived to convey his wife and 
children through the unnailed ſcuttle, and then over the 
ſhip's fide into the yawl ; and to prevent being purſued, 
he cut away the long-boat and his own periagua, which 
were towing a-ſtern, and immediately rowed aſhore, 
All this he conducted with ſo much diligence and fecre- 
cy, that though there was a watch on the quarter-deck 
with loaded arms, yet he was not diſcovered by then, 
till the noiſe of his oars in the water, after he had put 
off from the ſhip, gave them notice of his eſcape z and 
then it was too late either to prevent him or to purſue 
bim; for, their boats being all adrift, it was a conf 
derable time before they could contrive the means df 
tting on ſhore themſelves to ſearch for. their boats. 
The Indian too by this effort, beſides the recovery dl 


his liberty, was in ſowe ſort revenged on thoſe who had 
confined him, both by the 2 they were involved 


in from the loſs of their boats, and by the terror be 
threw them into at his departure; for on the firſt alam 
of the watch, who cried out the Indians, the whole 
ſhip was in the utmoſt confuſion, believing themſelves 
to be boarded by a fleet of armed periaguas. "þ 
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The reſolution and fagacity with which the Indian be- 
aved upon this occaſion, had it been exerted on a 
"ore extenſive object than the retrieving the freedom of 

fingle ſamily, might perhaps have immortalized the 
xploit, and have given him a rank among the illuſtri- 
us names of antiquity. Indeed his late Maſters did fo 
uch juſtice to his merit, as to own that it was a moſſ 
allant enterprize, and that they were grieved they had 
ver been neceſſitated, by their attention to their own 
ery, to abridge the liberty of a perſon, of whoſe pru- 
ence and courage they had now ſuch a diſtinguiſhed 
roof, And as it was ſuppoſed by ſome of them that 
+ ſtil] continued in the woods of the neighbourhood of 
he port, where it was feared he might ſuffer for want 
f proviſions, they eaſily prevailed upon the Maſter to 
ave a quantity of ſuch food, as they thought would. 
moſt agreeable to him, in a particular part where 
hey ima gined he would be likely to find it: And there 
us reaſon to conjecture, that this piece of humanity was 
ot altogether uſeleſs to him; for, on viſiting the place 
vmetime after, it was found that the proviſion was gone, 
nd in a manner that made them conclude it hag; fallen 
to his hands. 

But however, though many of them were ſatisfied; 
hat this Indian ſtil continued near them; yet others 
'ould needs conclude, that he was gone to the Iſland of 
bill, where they feared he would alarm the Spaniards, - 
id would ſoon return with a force ſufficient to ſurprize. 
ie Fink And on this occaſion the Maſter of the Pink. 
15 prevailed on to omit firing the evening gun; for it 
ut be remembered, (and there is a particular reaſon 
eaſter for attending to this eircuniſtance) that the 
later, from an oſtentatious imitation of the praQice of 
jen of war, had hitherto fired a gun every evening at. 
be ſetting of the watch. This he pretended was to awe 
le enemy, if there was any Within hearing, and to con- 
ce them that the Pink was always on her guard ; but 
being now repreſented to him, that his great ſecurity 
is bis concealment, and that the evening gun might 
ily diſcover him, and ſerve to guide the enemy to 
m, he was prevailed on, as has been mentioned, to. 
WIL tor the future: And his ctew being now well re- 
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freſhed, and their wood and water fufficiently replenif. 
ed, he, in a few days after the eſcape of the Indian, py 
to fea, and had a fortunate paſſage to the rendezyowy 
the Ifland of Juan Fernandes, where he arrived on th 
16th of Auguft, as hath been already mentioned in th 
preceding chapter. 

This veſſel, the Anna Pink, was, as I have obſeny 
the laft that joined the Commodore at Juan Fernandy 
The remaining ſhips of the ſquadron were the Sew 
= Pearl, and the Wager ſtore ſhip : The Severn un 

earl parted company with the ſquadron off Cape Ns 
and, as we afterwaids learnt, put back to the Braziki 
So that of all the ſhips which came into the South. hen 
the Wager, Captain Cheap, was the only one that wy 
miſſing. This ſhip had on board ſome field-pieces mou 
ed for land ſervice, together with ſome cohorn mortan 
and ſeyeral kinds of artillery, ſtores, and tools, intende 
for the operations on ſhore : And therefore, as the enter 
prize on Baldivia had been reſolved on for the firſt us 

dertaking of the ſquadron, Captain Cheap was extreme) 
ſolicitous that theſe materials, which were in his cuſtody 
might be ready before Baldivia ; that if the ſquadin 
ſhould poſſibly rendezvous there (as he knew not the 
condition they were then reduced to) no delay nor di- 
appointment might be imputed to him, 

But whilſt the Wager, with theſe views, was makin 
the beſt of her way to her firſt rendezvous off the lia 
of Socoro, whence (as there was little probability d 
meeting any of the ſquadron there) ſhe propoſed to ſteet 
directly for Baldivia, ſhe made the land on the 143 
of May, about the latitude of 47“ South; and 1! 
Captain exerting himſelf on this occaſion, in order i 
get clear of it, he had the misfortune to fall down i 
after-ladder, and thereby diſſocated his ſhoulder, whic 
rendered him incapable of acting. This accident, t 

ether with the crazy condition of the ſhip, which wi 
little better than a wreck, prevented her from genf 
off to ſea, and entangled her more and more with the 
land, fo that the next morning, at day break, ſhe ſid 
on a ſunken rock, and ſoon aſter bilged, and ground 
between two ſmall Iſlands, at about a muſquet ſhot (rol 
the ſhore. 
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jn this ſituation the ſhip continued intire a long time, 
ſo that all the crew had it in their power to get ſafe on 
ſhore ; but a uu confuſion ta 3 numbers 
of them, inſtead of conſulting their ſafety, or refleQing 
on their calamitous condition, fell to pillaging the ſhip, 
aming themſelves with the firſt weapons that came to 
hand, and threatening to murder all who ſhould oppoſe 
them. This frenzy was greatly heightened by the liquors 
they found on board, with which they got ſo extremely 
drunk, that ſome of them tumbling down between decks 
were drowned, as the water flowed in, being incapa- 
ble of getting up and retreating to other places where 
the water had not yet entered : And the * warty, having 
done his utmoſt to get the whole crew on ſhore, was at 
aſt obliged to leave theſe mutineers behind him, and to- 
follow his officers, and fuch as he had been able to pre- 
yail on; but he did not fail to ſend back the boats, to 
perſuade thoſe who remained, to have fome regard to 
their preſervation ; though all his efforts were for fome 
ume without ſucceſs. eee, the weather the next 
day proving ſtormy, and there being great danger of 
the ſhip's parting, they began to be alarmed with the 
ſears of periſhing, and were defirous of getting to land ; 
but it ſeems their madneſs had not yet left them, for the 
boat not appearing to fetch them off fo ſoon as they ex- 
pected, they at laſt pointed a four pounder, Which was 
on the quarter-deck, againſt the hut, where they knew” . 
the Captain reſided on ſhore, and fired two ſhots which: 
paſſed but juſt over it. 

From this ſpecimen of the behaviour of part of the- 
crew, it will not be difficult to frame ſome conjeRure of 
the diforder and anarchy which took place, when they 
a laſt got all on ſhore. For the men conceiv:d, that 
by the loſs of the ſhip, the authority of the officers was 
atanend ; and, they being now on a defolate coaſt, 
where ſcarcely any other proviſions could be got, ex- 
yt what could be ſaved out of the wreck, this was 
other inſurmountable fource- of diſcord: For as the 
vorking upon the wreck, and the ſecuring the proviſi- 
os, fo that they might be preſerved for ſuture exigen- 
ots as much as poſſibſe, and the taking care that what 
ws neceſſary for immediate ſubſiſtence might be ſpar- 

| ingly 
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ingly and equally diſtributed, were matters not to h 
brought about but by diſcipline and ſubordination ; ide 
mutinous diſpoſition of the people, ſtimulated by the 
impulſes of immediate hunger, rendered every regulz 
tion made for this purpoſe ineffeQual.: So that then 
were continual concealments, frauds, and thefts, which 
animated each man againſt his fellow, and produced in- 
finite feuds and conteſts. And hence there was cob. 
ſtantly kept on foot a perverſe and malevolent tum of 
temper, which rendered them utterly ungovernable. 
But beſides theſe heart-burnings occaſioned by pety. 
lance and hunger, there was another important point, 
which ſet the greateſt part of the people at variance 
with the Captain. This was their differing with him in 
opinion, on the meaſures to be purſued in the preſent 
exigency : For the Captain was determined, if poſſible 
to fit up the boats in the beſt manner he could, and ty 
proceed with them to the northward For having with 
bim above an hundred men in health, and having gol. 
ten ſome fire arms and aninunition from the wreck, he 
did not doubt but they could mafter any Spaniſb veſſe 
they ſhould meet with in thoſe ſeas : And he thought he 
could not fail of meeting with one in the neighbourhood 
of Chile or Baldivia, in which, when he had taken her, 
he intended to proceed to the rendezvous at Juan Fer 
nandes; and he farther inſiſted, that ſhould they meet 
with no prize by the way, yet the boats alone would 
eaſily carry them there. But this was a ſcheme that, 
however prudent, was no ways reliſhed by the genen 
lity of his people; for being quite jaded with the d- 
ſtreſſes and dangers they had already run through, they 
could not think of proſecuting an enterprize farther, 
which had hitherto proved ſo diſaſtrous ; And therefore 
the common reſolution was to lengthen the long - boat 
and with that and the reſt of the boats to ſteer to the 
ſouthward, to paſs through the Streights of Magellan, 
and to range along the Eaft fide of South America, ill 
they ſhould arive at Brazil, where they doubted not 
to be well received, and to procure a paſſage to Great- 
Britain. This project was at firſt N more baz 
ardous and tedious than what was propoſed by the 


Captain ; but as it had the air of returning home, and 
flattered 
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attered them with the hopes of bringing them once 


more to their native country, this circumſtance alone 


the rendered them 1nattentive to all its inconveniences, and. 
ule: made them adhere to it with inſurmountable obſtinacy ; 
ere ſo that the Captain himſelf, though he never changed: 


his opinion, was. yet obliged to give way to the torrent, 
and in appearance to acquieſce in this reſolution, whilſt 
ke endeavoured underhand to. give it all the obſtruction 
he could ; particularly in lengthening. of the long boat, 
which he contrived ſhould be of ſuch a ſize, that though- 
it might. ſerve to carry them to Juan Fernandes, would 
yet, he hoped, appear incapable of ſo long a navigation, 
as that to the coaft of Brazil, 

But the Captain by his ſteady oppoſition at firſt to 


ſen WW this favourite project, had much embittered the people 
ble againſt him; to which likewiſe the following unhappy 
0 accident greatly contributed, There was a Midſhipman: 
vith whoſe name was C.,zens, who had appeared the fore- 
0. moſt in all. the refraQory proceedings of the crew. He- 
be had involved himſelf in brawls with moſt of the officers: 
Me! who had. adhered to the Captain's authority, and had. 
he eren treated the Captain himſelf with great abuſe and 
900 inſolence. As his turbulence and brutality grew every 
er, day more and more intolerable, it was not in the leaſt 
er: doubted, but there were ſome violent meaſures in agi- 
eel tation, in which Cozens was engaged as the ringleader:. 
uld For which reaſon the Captain, and thoſe about him, C 
at, conſtantly kept themſelves on their guard. But at laſt AY 
- the Purſer, having, by the Captain's order, ſtopped the 
d. allowance of a fellow who would not work, Cogens, 
ef though the man did not complain to him, intermeddled 
er, in the affair with great eagerneſs ; and groſsly inſulting 
ore the Purſer, who was then delivering out proviſions juſt 
at, by the Captain's tent, and was himſelf ſufficiently vio- 


lent, the Purſer, enraged by his ſcurrility, and perhaps. 
piqued by former quarrels, cried out a mwutiny, adding, 
that the dog had piſtols, and then himſelf fired a piſtol 
at Cozens, which however mifled him: But the Captain, 
on this outcry and the report of the piftol, ruſhed out 
of his tent; and, not doubting but it had been fired 4 
by Cozens. as the commencement of a mutiny, he im- 
mediately ſhot him in the head without further delibe-. 

ration, 1 
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ration, and though he did not kill him on the ſpot, yy 
the wound proved mortal, and he died about fourteen 
days afterwards. | | 

This incident, however diſpleaſing to the people, di 
yet, for a conſiderable time, awe them to their duty, 
and rendered them more ſubmiſſive to the Captain 
authority; but at laſt, when towards the middle 0 
October the long-boat was nearly compleated, and they 
were preparing to put to ſea, the additional provoci- 
tion he gave them by covertly traverſing their project of 
proceeding through the Streights of Magellan, and their 
fears that he might at length engage a party ſufficient 
to overturn this favourite meaſure, made them reſolye 10 
make uſe of the death of Cozens as a reaſon for depriy. 
ing him of his command, under pretence of carrying 
him a priſoner to England, to be tried for murder; and 
he was accordingly confined under a guard. But they 
never intended to carry him with them, as they too 
well knew what they had to apprehend on their return 
to England, if their Commander ſhould be preſent to 
confront them: And therefore, when they were juſt 
ready to put to fea, they ſet him at hberty, leaving him, 
and the few who choſe to take thew fortunes with him, 
no other embarkation but the yaw}, to which the barge 
was afterwards added, by the people on board her being 
prevailed on to return back. 

When the ſhip was wreckt, there remained alive on 
board the Wager near an hundred and thirty perſons ; 
of theſe above thirty died during their ftay upon the 
place, and near eighty went off in the tong-boat, and 
the Cutter to the fouthward : So that there remained 
with the _— aſter their departure, no more than 
nineteen perfons, which, however, was as many as the 
barge and the yawl, the only embarkations left them, 
could well carry off, It was the 143th of Ochober, five 
months after the ſhipwreck, that the long boat, converted 
into a ſchooner, weighed, and ſtood to the ſouthward, 
giving the Captain, who, with Lieutenant Hamikoen of 
the land-forces, and the ſurgeon, was then on the beach, 
three cheers at their departure. It was on the 29th of 
January following before they arrived at Nie Grande, 
on the coaſt of Brazil : And having by various — 

elt 


r a. RAC,” > =>  R.9Q..0 . 5 


— 


S SSS NS 2 SS. 2 8 E 32 


ROUND THE WORLD. 35 


left about twenty of their people on ſhore at the diffe- 
ent places they touched at, and a greater number hav- 
ing periſhed by hunger during the courſe of their navi- 
pation, there were no more than thirty of them left, 
when they arrived in that Port, Indeed, the undertax- 
ing of itſelf was a moſt extraordinary one ; for, nat to 
mention the length of the run, the vefſe} was ſcareely 
able to contain the number that firſt put to fea in her; 
and their ſtock of provifions (being only what they had 1 
ſaved out of the ſhip) was extremely flender, and the | 
Cutter, the only boat they had with them, ſoon broke 
away from the ſtern, and was ſtaved to pieces ; ſo that 
when their proviſion and their water failed them, they 
had frequently no means of getting on ſhore to ſearch for 
a freſh ſupply. | 

When the long-boat and Cutter were gone, the Cap- 
tain, and thoſe who were left with him, propoſed to 
paſs to the nerthward in the barge and yaw}: But the 
weather was ſo bad, and the difficulty of ſubſiſting ſo 
great, that it was two months after the departure of the 
ſong-boat befare he was able to put to fea. It ſeems, 
the place, where the Wager was caſt away, was not a 

rt of the Continent, as was firſt imagined, but an 
land at ſome diſtance from the Main, which afforded 
no other ſorts of proviſion but ſhelfiſh, and a few herbs ; 
and as the greateſt part of what they had gotten from 
the ſhip was carried off in the long boat, the Captain 
and his people were often in great neceſſny, eſpecially 
as they choſe to preſerve what little ſea-provifions re- 
mained, for their ſtore when they ſhould go to the 
northward, During their refidence at this Ifland, whick 
was by the ſeamen denominated Wager's Iftand, they had 
now and then a ſtraggling canoe or two of Indians, which 
came and battered their fiſh and other proviſions with 
our people. This was indeed ſome little fuccour, and 
at another ſeaſon might perhaps have been greater ; for 
as there were ſeveral Indian huts on the 1 it was 


ſuppoſed that in ſome years, during the height of 
ſummer, many of theſe ſavages might reſort thither to 
bn: And from what has been related in the account of 
the Anna Pink, it ſhould ſeem to be the genera} prac- 
ce of thoſe Indians to frequent this coaſt in the ſum- 


mer 
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mer time for the benefit of fiſhing, and to retire in 
the winter into a better climate, more to the north- 
ward. | 
And on this mention of the Anna Pink, I cannot 
but obſerve, how much it is to be lamented, that thy 
Wager's people had no knowledge of her being 6 
near them on the coaſt ; for as ſhe was not above 
thirty leagues diſtant from them, and came into their 
neighbourhood about the ſame time the Wager waz 
loſt, and was a fine rooiny ſhip, ſhe could 2 5 have 
taken them all on board, and have carried them to 
Juan Fernandes. Indeed, I ſuſpected ſhe was ſtill nearer 
to them than what is here eſtimated ; for ſeveral of 
the Wager's people at different times, heard the report 
of a cannon, which I conceive could be no other than | 
the evening gun fired from the Anna Pink, eſpeci- 
ally as what was heard from Wager's I/land was about 
the ſame time of the day, But to return to Captain 
Cheap. 
Upon the 14th of December, the Captain and his 
people embarked in the barge and the yawl, in order 
to proceed to the northward, taking on board with 
them all the proviſions they could amaſs from the 
wreck of the ſhip ; but they had ſcarcely been an hour, 
at ſea, when the wind began to blow hard, and the 
ſea ran ſo bigh, that they were obliged to throw the 
greateſt part of their proviſions over-board,. to avoid 
immediate deſtruction. This was a terrible misfor- 
tune, in a part of the world where food is ſo difficult 
to be got: However, they ſtill perſiſted in their de- 
ſign, putting on ſhore as often as they could to ſeek 
ſubſiſtence. But about a fortnight after, another dread- 
ful accident befe] them, for the yawl. funk at an an- 
chor, and one of the men in her was drowned ; and 
as the barge was incapable of carrying the whole con- 
pany, they were now reduced to the bard neceſſity of 
leaving four marines behind them on that deſolate 
ſhore. But they ſtill kept on their courſe to the north- 
ward, ſtruggling with their diſaſters, and greatly de- 
layed by the perverſeneſs of the winds, and the fre- 
quent interruptions which their ſearch after food occa- 


ſioned: Till at laſt, about the end of January, wo 
made 
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nade three unſucceſsful attempts to double a head-land, 
which they ſuppoſed to be what the Spamiaras called 


this expedition, the difficulties of which appeared in- 
ſyperable, and to return again to Hf ager I/land, where 
they got back about the middle of February, quite dif- 
heartened and dejected with their reiterated diſappoint- 
ments, and almoſt periſhing with hunger and fatigue. 
However, on their return, they had the good Tuck 
to meet with ſeveral pieces of beef, which had, been 
waſhed out of the ſhip, and were ſwimming in the 
ſa, This was a moſt ſeaſonable relief to them after 
the hardſhips they had endured : And to complete their 
good fortune, there came in a ſhort time, two canoes 


Captain Cheap, underſtanding that language, he made 
2 bargain with the Fdian, that if he would carry the 
Captain and his people to Chilce in the barge, he ſhould 
have her, and all that belonged to her for his pains. 
Accordingly, on the Gth of 
to which the company was now reduced, embarked in 
the barge on this new expedition; but after having 
proceeded for a few days, the Captain and four of his 
principal officers being on ſhore, the fix, who together 
with an Indian remained in the barge, put off with her 
to ſea, and did not return. ; | 

By this means there were left on ſhore Captain Cheap, 
Mr, Hamilton Lieutenant of Marines, the Honourable 
Mr. Byron, and Mr, Campbel, Midſhipmen, and Mr. Elliot 
the ſurgeon. One would have thought that their di- 
ireffes had long before this time been incapable of 
wamentation ; Wo they found, on reflection, that their 
preſent ſituation was much more diſmaying than any 
ing they had yet gone through, being lett on a deſo- 
le coaſt without any proviſion, or the means of pro- 
curing any; for their arms, ammunition, and every 
conveniency they were maſters of, except the tattered, 
labits they had on, were all carried away in the barge. 
But when they had 1 revolved in their 


own minds, the various circumſtances of this unex= - 


ſefted calamity, and were perſuaded. that they had no, 
| | relief. 


Tres Montes, it was unanimouſly reſolved to give over 


of Indians, amongſt whom was a native of Chiloe, who 
ſpoke a little Spaniſh; and the furgeon, who was with 


arch, the eleven perſons 
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relief to hope for, they perceived a canoe at a d 
which proved to de that of the Indian, who — 
dertaken to carry them to Chilbe, he and his fun 
: demg then on board it. He made no difficulty of 
coming to them ; for it ſeems he had left Captin 
Cheap and his people a little before to go a fin 
and had 'in the mean time committed them to the 
care of the other Indian, whom the faitors. had carried 
to ſea in the barge. But when he came on ſhore, 
and found the barge gone and his companion miſſing, 
he was extremely concerned, and could with difficuly 
be perſuaded that the other Indian was not murthered ; 
but being at laſt fatisfied with the account that wn 
given him, he ftil undertook to carry them to the 
Spaniſh ſentlements, and, (as the Indians are well ſkilled! 
— fiſhing and fowling) to procure them proviſions by 
the way, | | 

About the middle of March, Captain Cheap, and the 
four who were left with him ſet out for Chilve, the 
Indian having procured « number of canoes, and pot: 
ten many of his neighbours together for that pur- 


poſe. Soon ofter they embarked, Mr, -E//ot the fur 

geon died, ſo that there now remained only four «f 

the whole company. At laſt, after a very complicated 

paſſage by land and water, Captain Cheap, Mr. Hyrn, 
r. 


and Campbel, arrived in the beginning w_ 
at the Iſland of Chile, where they were receiv 

the Spaniards with great humanity ; but, on account 
of ſome quarrel among the Indians, Mr. Hamilton did 
not get thither till two months after. Thus, above 1 
twelvemonth after the Jofs of the Wager, ended this fi 
tiguing peregrination, which by a variety of misfortunes 
had diminiſhed the company from twenty to no more than 
four, and thoſe too brought ſo low, that, had their diſtreſſe 
continued but a few days longer, in all probability none 
of them would have ſurvived. Por the Captain himfel 
was with difficulty recovered ; and the reſt were ſo 
reduced by the ſeverity of the weather, their Jabow!, 
and their want of all kinds of neceffaries, that it wi 
wonderful how they ſupported themſelves ſo Jong 
After ſome ſtay at Chile, the Captain and the three 
who were with him were ſent to Valparaiſo, and N 
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to St. Jago, the Capital of Chili, where they continued 
above a year : But on the advice of a cartel being ſet- 
tled between Great-Britain and Spain, Captain Cheap, 
Mr. Byron, and Mr. Hamilton, were permitted to return 
to Europe on board a French ſhip. The other — 
man, Mr. Campbel, having changed his religion, whilſt 
at St. Jago, choſe to go back to Buenos Ayres with 
Pizarro, and his officers, with whom he went after- 
wards to Spain on board the Aa; and there having 
failed in his endeavours to procure a commiſſion from 
the Court of Spain, he returned to England, and at- 
tempted to get reinſtated in the Brizifþ Navy; and hay 
fince publiſhed a narration of his adventures, in which 
he complains of the injuſtice that had heen done him 
and ſtrongly diſavows his ever being in the Span 
ſervice : But as the change of his religion, and his 
offering himſelf to the Court of Spain, (though not ac- 

ted) are matters which, he is conſcious, are capable 

being inconteſtably proved; on theſe two heads, he 
has been entirely filent. And now, after this account 
of the accidents which befe] the Anna Pink, and the 
cataſtrophe of the Wager, I ſhall again reſume the 
thread of our own ſtory. Z 


Cuay, IV. Concluſcon of our proceedings at Juan Fer- 
nandes, from the arrival of the Anna Pink, 1 our 
final departure from thence. 


BOUT a week after the arrival of our Victualler, 
the Tryal Sloop, that had been fent to the Ifland 
of Maſa- Fuero, returned to an anchor at Juan Fernandes, 
after having been round that Ifland, without meetin 
any part of our ſquadron. As, upon this occaſion, the 
Ifland of Mafſa- Fuero was more particularly examined, 
than | dare fay it had ever been before, or perhaps ever 
will be again; and as the knowledge of it may, in cer- 
tan circumſtances, be of great conſequenee hereafter, 
| think it incumbent on me to inſert the accounts given 
of this place, by the officers of the Tryal Sloop. 

The Spaniards have generally mentioned two Iſlands, 
under the name of Juan Fernandes, ſtiling them the 
greater and the leſs: Tbe greater being that Ifland 

where 
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where we anchored, and the leſs being the Iſtind ve 
are now deſcribing, which, becauſe it is more diſtant 
from the Continent, they have diſtinguiſhed by the 
name of Maſa- Fuero. The Tryal Sloop found: that it 
bore from the greater Juan Fernandes W. by S. and wy 
about twenty-two leagues diſtant. It is much large 
than has been generally reported; for former writer 
have repreſented it as a barren rock, deſtitute of wood 
and water, and altogether inacceſſible ; whereas our peo- 
ple found it was covered with trees, and that there 
were ſeveral fine falls of water pouring down its ſides 
into the ſea ; They found too, that there was a place 
where a ſhip might come to an anchor on the North 
ſide of it, though indeed the anchorage is inconvenient; 
for the bank extends but a little way, is ſteep too, and 
has very deep water vpon it, ſo that you muſt come to 
an anchor very near the ſhore, and there lie expoſed to 
all the winds but a ſoutherly one: And beſides the in- 
convenience of the anchorage, there is allo a reef of 
rocks running off the eaſtern point of the Iſland, about 
two miles in length; but there is little danger to be 
feared from them, becauſe they are always to be fee 
by the ſeas breaking over them. This place has at-pre- 
ſent one advantage beyond the Iſland of Juan Fernande 
for it abounds with goats, who, not being aceuſtom- 
ed to be diſturbed, were no- ways ſhy or apprehen- 
five of danger, till they had been frequently fired at. 
Thefe%animals reſide here in greatt ranquillity, the Spa- 
aiards having not thought the Iſland confiderable enough 
to be frequented by their enemies, and therefore they 
have not been ſolicitous in deſtroying the proviſions up- 
on it ; ſo that no dogs have been hitherto ſet on ſhore 
there. And beſides the goats, our people found there valt 
numbers of ſeals and ſea-lions : And upon the whole, 
they ſeemed to imagine, that though it was net the moſt 
eligible place for a thip to refreſh at, yet in caſe of ne- 
ceſſity it might afford ſome fort of ſhelter, and prove of 
conſiderable uſe, eſpecially to a fingle ſhip, who might 
- apprehend meeting with a ſuperior force at Fernandes. 

The latter part of the month of Auguſt was ſpent in 
unloading the proviſions from the Anna Pink ; and here 


we had the mortification to find that great quantities of 
our 


7 % * * $1 
, * 4 on . 4 - 4 1 
- a N wh * ; 
* v 0 7 : * — — * * 
7 


ROUND THE WORLD, 41 


our proviſions, as bread, rice, groats, &c. were decayed, 
and unfit for uſe. This was owing to the water the 
Fink had made by her working and ſtraining in bad' 
weather; for hereby ſeveral of her caſks had rotted, 
and her bags had ſoaked through. And, now, as we 
had not farther occaſion for her ſervice, the Commodore, 
purſuant to his orders from the board of Admiralty, 
ſent notice to Mr. Gerard her Maſter, that he diſcharged 
the Anna Pink from the ſervice of attending the ſqua- 
dron ; and gave him at the ſame time a certificate, 
ſpecifying how long ſhe had been employed. In con- 
lequence of this diſmiſſion, her Maſter was at liberty, 
either to return directly to England, or to make the beſt 
of his way to any Port, where he thought he could take 
in ſuch a cargo, as would anſwer the intereſt of his 
Owners. But the Maſter, being ſenſible of the bad con- 
dition of the ſhip, and of her unfitneſs for any ſuch 
voyage, wrote the next day an anſwer to the Commo- 
dore's meſſage; acquainting Mr. Anſon, that from the 
great quantity of water the Pink had made in her paſſage 
round Cape Horn, and fince that, in the tempeſtuous 


weather he had met with on the coaſt of Chili, he had 


reaſon to apprehend that her bottom was very much de- 
cayed ; and that beſides, her upper works were rotten 
abaft ; that ſhe was extremely leaky ; that her fore- 
beam was broke-; and that, in his opinion, it was im- 
poſſible to proceed to ſea with her before ſhe had been 
thoroughly refitted : He therefore requeſted the Commo- 
dore, that the Carpenters of the ſquadron might be di- 
reed to ſurvey her, that their judgment of her condi- 
lion might be known. In compliance with this defire, 
Mr. Anſon immediately ordered the Carpenters to take a 
careful and ſtrict ſurvey of the Anna. Pink, and to give 
him a faithful report under their hands of the condition 
in which they found her, direQting them at the ſame 
ume to proceed herein with ſuch circumſpeRion, that, if 
they ſhould be hereafter called upon, they might be able 
to make oath of the veracity of their proceedings, Pur- 
ſuant to theſe orders, the Carpenters immediately ſet 
about the examination, and the next day made their re- 
port; which was, that the Pink had no Jeſs than four- 
teen knees and twelve beams broken, and decayed ; 
that 
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that one breaſt hook was broken, and another Totten, 
that her water-ways were open and decayed; that tu 
ſtandards were broken, as alſo ſeveral clamps, beſidg 
others which were rotten; that all her iron-work vn 
greatly decayed; that her ſpirkiting and timbers were 
very rotten; and that having ripped off part of ber 
ſheathing, they found her wales and ouiſide planks er 
tremely defective, and her bows and decks very leaky; 
and in conſequence of theſe defects and decays' they 
certified, that in their opinion the could not depart fron 
E the Iſland without great hazard, unleſs ſhe was firſt of all 
© thoroughly refitted. — 2 

© The thorough refitting of the Anna Pink, propoſed 
the. Carpenters, was, in our preſent ſituation, impoſſi 


to be complied with, as all the plank and iron in the 


ſquadron was inſufficient for that purpoſe. And now 
the Maſter finding his own ſentiments confirmed by the 
opinion: of alk the ters, he offered a petition io the 
Commodore in behalf of his Owners, deſiring that, 
ſince it appeared he was incapable of leaving the Iſland, 
Mr. Anſom would pleaſe to purchaſe the hull and furni- 
ture of the Fink for the uſe of the ſquadron. Here- 
the Commodore ordered an inventory to be taken 
of every particular belonging to the Nl, with its juſt 
value: And as by this inventory it appeared that there 
were many ſtores which would be uſeful in refirting the 
other ſhips, and which were at preſent very ſcarce in 
the ſquadron, by rea ſon of the great quantities that had 
been already expended, * — with) Mr. Gerard to 
purchaſe the whole together for 300/, The Pink being 
thus broken up, Mr. Gerard, with the hands belonging 
to the Pink, were ſent on board the Gloucefter ; as that 
ſhip had buried the greateſt number of men in propor- 
tion to her compliment. But afterwards, one or tw6# 
of them were received on board the Centurion on their 
own petition, they being extremely averſe to ſailing in 
the ſame ſhip with their old Maſter, on account of ſome 
particular ill uſage they conceived they had ſuffered 
This tranſaction brought us down to the beginning 
of September, and our people by this time were fo far 
recovered of the ſcurvy, that there was little danger 
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ing any more at reſent ; and therefore I ſhall now 
uw up the total of our loſs ſince our departure from 
gland, the better to convey ſome idea of our paſt ſuf- 
erings, and of our preſent ſtrength. We had buried on 
ard the Centurion, ſince our 2 St. Helens, two 
dundred and ninety-two, and now remaining on 
ward two hundred and fourteen. This will doubles 
pear a moſt extraordinary mortality: But yet on board 
he Glouce//er it had been much greater; for out of a 
much ſmaller crew than ours they had buried the fame 
wmber, and had only r remaining alive. It 
might be expeQed that on board the Tryal, the laughter 
rould have been the moſt terrible, as her decks were al- 
noſt conſtantly knee deep in water ; but it happened 
therwiſe, for ſhe eſcaped more favourably than the reſt, 
face ſhe only buried forty-two, and had now thirty-nine 
remaining alive. The havock of this diſeaſe had fallen 
ſill ſeverer on the invalids and marines than on the ſai- 
lors; for on board the Centurion, out of fiſty invalids 
ud ſeventy-nine marines, there remained only four in- 
nlids, including officers, and eleven marines; and on 
board the Gloucefter every invalid periſhed; and out of 
forty-eight marines, only two eſcaped. From this ac- - 
count it appears, that the three. ſhips together departed 
ſom England with nine hundred and fixty-one. men on 
board, of whom fix bundred and twenty-ſix were dead 
beſore this time; ſo that the whole of our remaini 
cews, which were now to be diſtributed amongft three 
ſhips, amounted to no more than three hundred and 
tbitty-five men and boys; a number greatly inſufficient 
for the manning the Centurion alone, and barely capable 
navigating al the three, with the utmoſt exertion of 
ter trength-and vigour. This prodigious reduction of 
dur men was ſtill the more terrifying as we were hither- 
o uncertain of the fate of Pizarro's ſquadron, and had 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, that ſome part of it at leaſt had got 
wund into theſe ſeas : Indeed, we were ſatisfied from 
dur own experience, that they muſt have ſuffered great- 
in their paſſage ; but then every port in-the South-Seas 
"s open to them, and the whole power of Chili and 
ry would doubtleſs. be united in refreſhing: and re- 
ting them, and recruiting the numbers they * ifs 
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Beſides, we had ſome obſcure knowledge of a force to be 
fitted out from Callas; and however contemptible thy 
ſhips and failors of this part of the world may have been 
generally eſteemed, it was ſcarcely poſſible for any thin 
bearing the name of a ſhip of force, to be feebler or | 
conſiderable than ourſelves. And had there been nothi 
to be apprehended from the naval power of the Spaniar 
in this part of the world, yet our enfeebled condition 
would nevertheleſs give us the greateſt uneaſineſs, as ut 
were incapable of attempting any of their conſiderable 
places; for the riſquing of twenty men, weak as we 
then were, was riſquing the ſafety of the whole: $0 tha 
we conceived we ſhould be neceſſitated to content our- 
ſelves with what few prizes we could pick up at ſea, be- 
fore we were diſcovered z after which we ſhould in all 
probability be obliged to deparr with precipitation, and 
eſteem ourſelves fortunate to regain our native-country, 
leaving our enemies to triumph on the inconfiderable 
miſchief they had received from a ſquadron, who: 
equipment had filled them with ſuch dreadful apprehen- 
ſions. This was a ſubject, on which we had reafon 
to imagine the Spaniſh oſtentation would remarkably 
exert itſelf : though the cauſes of our diſappointment 
and their ſecurity were neither to be ſought for iu their 
valour nor our miſconduR. 

Such were the deſponding reflections which at that 
time aroſe on the review and compariſon of our remain- 
ing ſtrength with our original numbers; indeed our 
fears were far froin being groundleſs, or diſproportioned 
to our feeble and almoſt deſperate ſituation. It is true, 
the final event proved more honourable than we had 
foreboded ; but the intermediate calamities did likewile 
greatly ſurpaſs our moſt glooiny apprehenſions, and 
could they have been predicted io us at this Iſland of 
Juan Fernandes, they would doubtleſs have appeared 
infurmountable. But to return from this digreſſion. 

In the beginning of Sep/ember, as has been already 
mentioned, our men were tolerably well recovered ; ad 
now, the time of navigation in this climate drawing 
near, we exerted ourſelves in getting our ſhips in read! 
neſs for the ſea, We converted the fore-maſt of the 


ViQualler into a main-maſt for the Tryal Sloop; and {til 
flattering 
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fattering ourſelves with the poſſibility of the arrival of 
ome other ſhips of our ſquadron, we intended to leave 
the main-maſt of the ViQualler, to make a mizen-maft 
for the Mager. Thus all bands being . e in for- 
warding our departure, we, on the 8th, about eleven in 
the morning, eſpied a fail to the N. E. which continued 
o approach us, till her courſes appeared even with the 
horizon. In this interval we all had hopes ſhe might 
pre one of our own ſquadron ; but at length finding ſhe 
feered away to the eaſtward, without haling in for the 
land, we concluded ſhe muſt be a Spaniard. And now 
rreat diſputes were ſet on foot about the poſlibility of 
her having diſcovered our tents on ſhore, ſome of us 
ſtrongly infiſting, that ſhe had been doubtleſs near enough 
to have perceived ſomething that had given her a jea- 
louſy of an enemy, which had occaſioned her ſtanding to 
the eaſtward without haling in; but leaving theſe con- 
teſts to be ſettled afterwards, it wits reſolved to purſue 
her, and the Centurion being in the greateſt forwardneſs, 
we immediately got all our hands on board, ſet up our 
ngeing, bent our fails, and by five in the afternoon got 
under fail, We had at this time very little wind, ſo 
that all the boats were employed to tow us out of the 
bay; and even what wind there was laſted only long 
enough to give us an offing of two or three leagues, 
when it flatted to a calm. The night coming on we 
lot ſight of the chaſe, and were extremely impatient 
for the return of day-light, in hopes to find that ſhe had 
been becalmed as well as we; though 1 muſt confeſs, 
that her greater diſtance from the land was a reaſonable 
ound for ſuſpeQing the contrary, as we indeed found 
n the morning to our great mortification ; for though 
lde weather continued perfeRly clear, we had no fight 
o the ſhip from the maſt-head. But as we were now 
atisied that it was an enemy, and the firſt we had ſeen 
In theſe ſeas, we reſolved not to give over ſearch 13 4 | 
nd, a ſinall breeze ſpringing up from the W. N. W. 
ve got up our top-gallant maſts and yards, ſet all the 
hls, and ſteered to the 8. E. in benes of retrieving our 
Mace, which we imagined to be bound to Valparaiſo. 
e continued on this courſe all that day and«the next, 
ad then not getting ſight of our chace, we gave over 
f H 


the 
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the purſuit, conceiving, that by that time ſhe-muſt, in d 
probability, have reached her Port. And. now ve pe 
pared to return to Juan Fernandes, and haled up to dt 
b. W. with that view, having but very little wind 4 
the 12th, when, at three in the morning, there ſprung 
up a freſh gale from the W. 8. W. and we tacked ay 
ood to the N. W: And at day-break we were agree 
ably ſurprized with the ſight of a fail on our weather 
bow, between four and five leagues diſtant. On thi 
we crowded all the fail we could, and-ſood-after-be, 
and ſoon perceived it not to be the ſame ſhip we di 
nally gave chace to. She at firſt bore down-ypon wy 
ſhowing Spaniſh colours, and making a ſignal as to be 
<onſort n did not anſwer her ſignal, 
the inſtantly looſed cloſe to the wind, and ſtood to the 
ſouthward. Our people were now all in ſpirits, and pu 
the ſhip about with great alacrity ; and as the chace a 
peared to be a large ſhip, and had miſtaken us for be 
conſort, we conceived that ſhe was a man of war, an 
probably one of Pizarro's ſquadron: This inducei 
the Commodore to order all the officers cabins to by 
knocked down and thrown overboard, with ſeveral cal 
of water and proviſions which ſtood between the guns 
ſo that we had ſoon a clear ſhip, ready for an engag 
ment. About nine o'clock we had thick hazy weathe 
and a ſhower of rain, during which we loſt fight of t 
Chaſe ; and we were apprehenſive, if the weather ſhoul 
continue, that by going upon the other tack, or by lon 
other artifice, ſhe might eſcape us; but it clearing up 
leſs than an hour, we found that we had both weather n 
and fore- reached upon her conſiderably, and now we ve! 
near enough to diſcover that ſhe was coly a Merchauf er 
man, without ſo much as a ſingle tier of guns. Abe 
half an hour after twelve, being then within a reaſonad 
[diſtance of her, we fired four ſhot amongſt her rigging Wt! 
on which, they lowered their top- fails, and bore dong 
to us, but in very great confuſion, their top-gallant fa 
and ſtay- ſails all fluttering in the uind: This was ow 
to their having let un their ſheets and halyards juſt 
we fired at them; after which, not a man amongſt tht 
had courage enough to venture aloft (for there the i" 
had faſled but juſt beſore) to take them in. As .o 
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te veſſel came within hail of us, the Commodore or- 
red them to bring to under his lee-quarter, and then 
cited out the boat, and ſent Mr. Saumarez, his firſt 
Leutenant, to take poſſeſſion of the prize, with direc- 
rons to ſend all the priſoners on board the Centurion, but 
(i the officers and paſſengers, When Mr. Saumares 
came on board them, they received him at the fide with 
the ſtrongeſt tokens of the moſt abject ſubmiſſion ; for 


they were all of them (eſpecially the paſſengers, who 


ere twenty-five in number) extremely terrified, and 
under the greateſt apprehenſions of meeting with very 
were and cruel uſage ; but the Lieutenant endeavour- 
al, with great courteſy, to diſſipate their fright, aſſuring 
them that their fears were, altogether groundleſs, an 

at they would find a generous enemy in the Commo- 
dore, who was not We remarkable for his lenity and 


humanity, than for his reſolution and courage. The 
riſoners, who were firſt on board the Centurion, inform- 
| us, that our prize was called Neuſtra Senora del Monte 


awel, and was commanded Wy 


Don Manuel Zamorra. 


er cargo, conſiſted chiefly of ugar, and great quanti- 


tes of a blue cloth made in the province of Quito, ſome» 


what reſembling our Exgliſb coarſe broad-cloths, but in- 
Fetior to them. They had beſides ſeveral bales of a 
carſer ſort of cloth, of different colours, ſomewhat like 
(uche er bays, called by them Pannia de Tierra, with a 
ſew bales of cotton and tobacco which, though ſtrong, 
x15 not ill-flayoured, Theſe were the principal goods 
jn board her; but we found beſides, what was to us 
nuch more valuable than the reſt of the cargo: This 
ws ſome trunks of wrought plate, and twenty-three 
ons of dollars, each weighing upwards of 2000. 
nerdupois. The ſhip's burthen was about four hundred 
od fifty tuns; ſhe had fifty three ſailors on board, 
th whites and blacks ; ſhe came from Callao, and had 
Ken twenty-ſeven days at fea, before ſhe fell into our 
lands, She was bound to the port of Valparaiſo in the 
ngdom of Chili, and propoſed to have returned from 
ice Joaded with corn and Chily wine, ſome gold, dried 
ee, and ſmall cordage, which at Callao they convert 
lo larger rope. Our prize had been built upwards of 
years; yet as they lis in harbour all the winter 
Wnths, and the climate — favourable, they eſteemed it 
2 on 


* 


148 A VOY AGE. 


no very great age. Her rigging was very indifferen 
as were likewiſe her ſails, which were made of Cotti 
She had only three four-pounders, which were ultoxeth 
unſerviceable; their carriages being ſcarcely able to 
port them: And there were no ſmall arms on board, 
cept a few piſtols belonging to the paſſengers,” "The g 
ſoners informed us, that they left Callao in company ui 
two other ſhips, whom they had parted with fins da 
before, and that at firſt they conceived us to be one 
their company: and by the deſeription we gave them 
the ſhip we had chaſed from Juan Fernandes, they affun 
us ſhe was of their number, but that the coming in ſy] 
of that Iſland was directly repugnant to the Merchant 
inſtructions, Who had exprefly forbid it, as knowing th 
if any Engliſb ſquadron was in thoſe ſeas, the Illand of 
nandes was moſt. probably the place of their rendezvon 
And now, aſter this thort account of the ſhip and by 
cargoe, it is neceſſary that I ſhould relate the import 
intelligence that we met with on board her, partly frog 
the information of the priſoners, and partly from the] 
ters and papers which fell into our hands. We bere f 
learnt with certainty the force and deſtination of that {qu 
dron, which cruiſed off the Madeiras at our arrival ther 
and afterwards chaſed the Pearl in our bug to pol 
St. Julian. This we now knew was a ſquadron con 
poſed of five large Spaniſh ſhips, commanded by Admit 
Pizarro, and purpoſely fitted out to traverſe our delign 
as hath been already more amply related in the 3d hy 
ter of the firſt book. And we had, at the ſame time, f 
ſatisfaction to find, that Pizarro, after his utmoſt end 
vours to gain his paſſage into theſe ſeas, had been fore 
back again into the river of Plate, with the loſs of 
of his largeſt ſhips : And beſides this diſappointment 
Pizarro, which, conſidering our great debility was | 
unacceptable intelligence, we farther learnt, that an el 
bargo had been laid upon all ſhipping in theſe ſeas by 
Viceroy of Peru, in the month of May preceding, dt 
ſuppoſition that about that time we might arrive g 
the coaſt. But on the account fent over-land by Fe 
of his own diſtreſſes, part of which they knew welt 
have encountered, as we were at fea during the ſame'll 
and on their having no news of us in eight months Wl 
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were known to ſet (ail from St. Catherine's, they were 
ully perſuaded that we were either ſhip-wreck'd, or had 
derſhed at ſea, or at leaſt had been obliged to put back 
zain; for it was conceived impoflible tor any ſhips to 
ontinue at ſea during ſo long an interval: And there- 
re on the application of the Merchants, and the firm 
1ſuaſion of our having miſcarried, the embargo had 
en lately taken off. | * 
This laſt article made us flatter ourſelves, that; as the 
iemy was ſtill a ſtranger at our having got round Cape 
irs, and the navigation of theſe ſeas was reſtored, we 
ugbt meet with fonts conſiderable captures, and might 
hereby indemnify ourſelves for the incapacity we were 
ow under of attempting. any of their conſiderable ſet- 
ements on ſhore. And thus much we were certain 
, from the information of our prifoners, that what- 
ver our ſucceſs might be as to the prizes we might light 
n, we had-notbing to fear, weak as we were, from the 
pariſh force, in this part of the world; though we diſ- 
pyered that we had been in moſt imminent peril from 
be enemy, when we 15 7 apprehended it, and when our 
uber diſtreſſes were at the greateſt height ; for we learnt, 
m the letters on board, that Pizarro, in the expiels he 
Iipatched to the Viceroy of Peru, after his return to the 
wer of Plate, had intimated to him, that it was poſſible 
me part at leaſt of the Engliſh ſquadron might get 
ound ; but that as he was certain from his own experi- 
ice, that if they did arrive in thoſe ſeas it muſt be in 
very weak and defenceleſs condition, he adviſed the 
ceroy, in order to be ſecure at all events, to fit out 
hat ſhips of force he had, and ſend them to the ſouth- 
rd, where, in all probability, they would intercept us 
ugly, and before we had an opportunity of touching any 
dere for refreſhment ;' in which cafe, he doubted not 
Mt we ſhould prove an eaſy conqueſt. The Viceroy of 
u approved of this advice, and immediately fitted out 
ur ſhips of force from Callao; one of fitty guns, two 
f forty guns, and one of twenty-four guns: Three of 
em were ſtationed off the Port of Conception, and one 
[them at the Iſland of Fernandes; and in theſe ſtations 
ley continued cruifing for us till the 6th of June, when 
Nt ſeeing any ils. of us; and conceiving it to be im- 
e poſſible 
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poſſible that we could have kept the ſeas fo lon che 
quitted their cruiſe and returned to Callao, fully ſatulet 
that we had either periſhed, er at leaſt had been ding 
back. As the time of their quitting their ſtation was hy 
a few days before our arrival at the Iſland of Fernandy 
it is evident, that had- we made that Iſland on our fi 
ſearch for it, without haling in for the main to ſecm 
our eaſting, (a circumſtance, which, at that time, we con 
ſidered as very unfostunate to us, on account of the nun 
bers which we loſt by our longer continuance at ea) hu 
we, I ſay, made the Ifland on the 28th of May, wha 
we firſt expected to ſee it, and were in reality very ney 
it, we had doubtleſs fallen in with ſome part of the Sj. 
ni ſb ſquadron z and in the diſtreſſed condition we wen 
then in, the meeting with a healthy well provided ent- 
my, was an incident that could not but have been per. 
plexing, and might perhaps have proved fatal, not on| 

to us, but to the Tryal, the Glouceſter, and the Anna Pal 
who ſeparately joined us, and who were each of them le 
capable than we were of making any conſiderable reſi 
ance. I ſhall only add, that theſe Spaniſh ſhips ſent out 
10 intercept us, had been greatly ſhattered by a ſton 
during their cruiſe: and that, after their arrival at Call 

they had been laid up. And our priſoners aſſured! 

that whenever intelligence was received at Lima, of our 
being in theſe ſeas, it would be at leaſt two months be 
fore this armament could again be fitted out. 


The whole of this intelligence was as fayourable, u 


we in our reduced circumſtances could wiſh for, Ai 
now we. were fully ſatisfied as to the broken jars, abe 
and fiſn-bones, which we had obſerved at our firlt land 
ing at Juan Fernandes, theſe things being doubtlels tie 


relicts of the cruiſers ſtation off that Port, Having thu 


fatisfied qurſelves in the material articles, and having got 
ten on board the Centurion moſt of the priſoners, and # 
the ſilver, we, at eight in the ſame evening, made fail t 


the northward, in company with our prize, and at ſix tit 


next morning diſcovered, the Iſland of Fernandes, whe! 
the next day, both we and our prize came to an anche 
And here I cannot omit one remarkable incident Wu 


occurred, when. the prize and her crew came into dg 


bay, where the reſt of the ſquadron lay, The Spaniard 
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"the Carmelo had been ſufficiently informed of the diſ- 
neſſes we had gone through, and were greatly ſurpriſed 
hat we had ever ſurmounted them: But when they ſaw 
the Tryal Sloop at anchor, they were ſtill more aſtoniſh- 
ed, that after all our fatigues we had the induſtry: (be- 
ſides refitting our other ſhips). to compleat ſuch a veſſel 
-1 ſo ſhort a time, they taking it for granted that. ſhe 
had been built upon the ſpot. And it was with great dif- 
fculty they were prevailed on to believe, that the came 
from England with the reſt of the ſquadron; they at firſt 
ofſting, that it was impoſſible ſuch a bawble as that 
could paſs round Cape Horn, when the: beſt, ſhips. of 
ſain were obliged to put back. 

By the time we arrived at Tuan Fernendes, the letters 
found on board our prize were more minutely examined: 
And, it appearing ſrom them, and from the accounts of 
our priſoners, that ſeveral other Merchantmen were 
bound from Callao to Valparaiſo, Mr. Anſon diſpatched 
the Tryal Sloop the very next morning, to cruiſe off the 
laſt mentioned Port, reinfarcing him with ten hands 
from on board his own fhip. Mr. Anſom likewiſe re 
ſolved on the intelligence. recited above. to ſeparate 
the ſhips under his command, and employ them in 
diſtin cruiſes, as he thought that by this means we 
ſhould not only increaſe our chance for prizes, but that 
ve ſhould likewiſe run a leſs riſque of alarming the 
coaſt, and of being diſcovered. And now the ſpirits of 
our people being greatly raiſed, and their deſpondency 
diſſipated by this earneſt of ſucceſs, they forgot all. their 
paſt diſtreſſes, and reſumed their wonted alactity, and 
aboured indefatigably, in compleating our water, re- 
ceiying our lumber, and in preparing to take our fare- 
vel of the Iſland: But as theſe occupations took us up 
four or five days with all our induſtry, the Commodore, 
In that interval, directed that the guns belonging to the 
Ama Pink, being four ſix-pounders, four four-pounders, 
and two ſwivels, ſhould be mounted on board the Car- 
nes our prize : And having ſent on board the Glouceſter 
fx paſſengers, and twenty-three: ſeamen to aſſiſt in na- 
Wgating the ſhip, he directed Captain Mitchel to leave 
ite Iſland as ſoon as poſſible, the ſervice requiring, the 
utmoſt diſpatch, ordering him to proceed to er, 
0 
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of five degrees South, and there to cruiſe off the high 
land of Paita, at ſuch a diſtance from ſhore, as ſhouli 
prevent his being diſcovered. On this ſtation be vn 
to continue till he ſhould be joined by the Commodore 
which would be whenever it was known that the 
Viceroy had fitted out the ſhips at Callao, or on Mt 
Anſon's receiving any other intelligence, that ſhould 
make it neceſſary to unite our ſtrength. Theſe order 
being delivered to the Captain of the Glouceſter, and al 
our buſineſs compleated, we, on the Saturday following, 
being the 19th of September, weighed our anchor in 
company with our prize, and got out of the bay, taking 
our laſt leave of the Ifland of Juan Fernandes, and ſteer: 
ing to the eaſtward, with an intention of joining the 
Tryal Sloop in her ſtation off Ya/paraiſo. | 


Cray. V. Our cruiſe from the time of our leaving Juan 
Feraandes, to the taking the town of Paita. C 


Lihough the Centurion, with her prize the Carmel; 

| weighed from the bay of Juan Fernandes on the 
19th of September, leaving the Gloucefter at anchor be- 
hind her; yet, by the irregularity and fluctuation of the 
winds in the offing, it was the 22d of the ſame moth 
in the evening before we- loſt fight. of the Ifland : Af 
ter which, we continued our courſe to the eaſtward, in 
order io reach our ſtation, and to join the al of 
Valparaiſo The next night, the weather proved ſqualh, 
aud we ſplit our main-top-ſail, which we: handed for r 
the preſent, but got it repaired, and ſet it again the-next | 
morning. And now, on the 24th, a little before ſun-ſet, 
we ſaw two fail to the eaſtward ; on which, our prize 0 
ſtood directly from us, to avoid giving any. ſuſpicion 
of our being cruiſers ; whilſt we, in the mean time, 
inade ourſelves ready for an engagement, and Reered c 
towards the two ſhips we had drone with all ou , 
canvas. We ſoon perceived that one of theſe, whit 8 - 
had the appearance of being a very ſtout. ſhip, made 
directly for us, whilſt tbe other kept a very great dF 
taice. By ſeven o'clock we were within piſtol-ſhot of WI. 
the neareſt, and bad a broad - ſide ready to pour into her, 
the gunners having their matches in their hands, - 
© f only 
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only waitin for orders to firez but as we knew it was 
ow iupoſſible for ber to eſcape us, Mr: Anſon, before 
ul he permitted them to fite, ordered the Maſter to hail 
vo 8 bee ſhip in Spantſb; on which the commanding officer 
de on board her, who proved to be Mr. Hughes, Lieute- 
e r of the 7 5al, anfwered us in Enge! and inform- 
Mr, ec us, that ſhe was a prize taken by the Tryal a few 
uld days before, and that the other ſail at à diſtance was 
the Tryal herſelf, diſabled in her maſts. We were ſoon 
he ifter joined by the Tryal; and Captain Saunders her 
Commander came on board the Centurion. He inſorm- 
u e the Commodore; that he had taken this ſhip the 18th 
M infant ; that The was à prime ſailer, and had coft him 
th thirty-ſix hours chace, before he coutd> come up with 
her; that for ſome time he gained ſo little upon her, 
that he began to deſpair of taking ber; and the Spaniz 
ads though alarmed 'at' fiſt with we nothing but a 
n cloud of tail in purſuit of them, the 75947: huff being 
ſo low in the water that no part of it appeared, yet 
knowing the (goodneſs of their ſhip, and finding how 
little the 7% neared! them, they at length laid. aſide 
their fears, and, recommending themſelves” to the 
bleſſed Virgin for protection, began to think. themſelves. 
cure, And indeed their ſucteſs was very near doing 
honour to their Awe Marias ;+ for | altering. their courſe 
n the night; and ſhutting up ther windows to prevent 
ay of their lights front being ſeen, they had ſome | 
chance of eſcaping; hut à ſmall crevice in one of their 
ſhutters rendered all their invocations ineffectual; for 
through this crevice the people on board the Tryal per- 
ceived a light, which they chaced, til}- they arrived 
vithin gun-ſhot ; and then Captain Saunders alarmed 
them unexpeQedly with a broac-fide, hen they flatter- 
ed thetiſelves they were got 'out” of his- teach + How- 
cer, for ſome time after they ſtill kept the, fame 
kl abroad, and it Was not obſerved that this faſt ſalute 
lad made any impreſſion on them; but; juſt as the 
gal was preparing to repeat her broadſide, the Spa- 
Mards crept from their holes, lowered their ſails, and 
ſubnitted without any oppoſition. She was one of the 
largeſt Merchantmen employed in thoſe ſeas, being about 
It hundred tons buftheu, and was called the Au ranxian. 
be Out bee 1900] eee She.- 
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She was bound from Callao io V. alparaiſa;. and had 


Ganol REIN. ; A 2d 01 bro orw 54 HO 
But to balance this ſucceſs, we bad the .mjsfortun, 


Theſe unhappy accidents were ſtill aggravated by the 
impoſſibility we were juſt then under ot aſſiſling her; 
for the wind blew ſo hard, and raifed ſuch a hollow fe, 
that we could not venture to hoiſt out guy, heat, and cos. 
ſequently could have do communication. with her; þ 
that we were obliged to lie to for the greateſt, pan d 
forty-eight. hows to attend ber, as we could have u 
thought of leaving her to herſelf in her preſent unbap 
py ſituation: And as an accumulation to our mis. 
tunes, we were all the while driving to the leeward d 
our ſtation, at the very time when, by our intelligence, 
we had reaſon to expect ſeveral of the enemy's. ſhip 
would appear upon the coaſt, who would now gain th 
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port of Valparaiſo, without obſtruction. And I amis g 
rily perſuaded, that the embarraſſment we received, fun 
the diſmaſting of the Tryal, ang, our abſence ſrom ou . 
intended ſtation occaſioned thereby, deprived us of ſa g 
very conſiderable captures. 21 1 
The weather proving ſomewhat more moderate u . 
the 27th, we ſent our boat for the Captain of ti. 
Tryal, who, when he came. on board us, produced 7, 
an inſtrument, ſigned by bimſelf and all his, afficen8il . 
repreſenting that the Sloop, beſides being diſmaſtel ii . 
was ſo very leaky in her hull, that even in modem 
weather it was neceflary to keep the pumps conſtan 1 
ly at work, and that they were then ſcarcely ul 4 
cient to keep her free; ſo that in the late gale, thong - 
they had all been engaged at the pumps by ung 
yet the water had encreaſed upon them; and, vw , 
the whole, they apprehended her to be at preſent 


very defective, that if they met with much bad * 
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ther, they muſt all inevitably periſh z and therefore 
they petitioned the Commodore to take ſame. meaſures 
for their future ſafety. But the refitting of the Tryal, 
and the repairing, of her deſeds, was an; undertaking; 
that in the preſent: conjuncture greatly exceeded his pqw-! 
er; for we had no-maſts to ſpare her, we had no ſtotes, 
o compleat her rigging, nor had we any port Where ſhe, 
might be Hove down, and her bottom examined: Be- 
ſdes, had a port and proper requiſites for this purpoſe; 
deen in our poſſeſſion, yet it would have been extreme 
imprudence, in ſo critical a, conjuncture, to have loiter - 
ed away ſo much time as would have been neceſſary 
ſor theſe operations. The Commodore therefore; had/no 
choice left him, but that of taking out our people, and; 
deſtroying her: But, at the ſame time, as he conceived 
it neceſſary for his Majeſty's ſervice to keep up the ap- 

pearance of our force, he appointed the Tryal's pliae 
(which had been often employed by the Viceroy of Pery. 
25 2 man of war) to be a frigate in his Maelty's.| fer; 
vice, manning her with the Txya/ crew, and giving, new! 
commiſſions. to the Captain and all- the, inferior officers. 
accordingly. This new; trigate,; when in the San 
ſervice, had mounted thirty-i-W o guns; but ſhe was no 
to have only twenty, which were the twelve that were; 
on board the Tryal, and eight that had belonged to the; 
Anna Pink. When this affair was thus regulated, Mr. 

4nſon gave orders to Captain Saunders; to. put it in en- 
cution, directing him to take out,of the Slo the arms, 
ſtores, ammunition, and every thing that could he of a 
uſe to the other ſhips, and then to ſcuttle} her and! ſink 
her. And after Captain Saunders had feen ter deſtroyed, 
be was to proceed with his new frigate, (to be called the 
Iryal's Prize) and to eruiſe off the highland of Valparaiſo, 
keeping it from him N. N. W. at the diſtance of twelve 
« fourteen leagues: For as all ſhips bound from Valga 
zaiſo to the northward. ſteer that courſe;, Mr. An ſom pino» 1 
poſed by this means to ſtop any: intelligence; that might 
* ilpatched:to ae of two of their ſhips being miſ⸗ 
ng, which might give them apprehenſions of the Ha- 
1 — — neighbourhood. The Ss. 
lies was to Continue on this: ſtation twenty-four days 
ud, if not joined by the Commodore. at the expiration: 
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of that term, ſhe was then to proceed down the coaſt of 
Nſce or Naſca, where ſhe would be certain to meet with 
r. Anſon. The Commodore likewiſe ordered Lieuie- 
riant\Saumares, who commanded the Centurion's prize, ty 
keep company with Captain Saunders, both to aſſiſt him in 
unloading the Sloop, and alſo that by ſpreading in their 
cruiſe, there might be leſs danger of any of the enemy'; 
ſhips flipping by unobſerved. Theſe orders being dif 
patched, the Centurion parted from them at eleven in the 
evening, on the 27th of September, direQing her courſe 
to the Canrwatd, with a view of cruifing for ſome day 
to the windward of Yalparaiſo. (ou HH e 
And now by this diſpoſition of our ſhips we flattered 
ourſelves that we had taken all the advantages of the 
enemy that we poſſibly could with our ſmall force, ſince 
our diſpofition was doubtleſs the moſt prudent that 
could be projected. For, as we might ſuppoſe the Glau- 
ceſter by this time to be drawing near her ſtation off the 
highland of Paita, we were enabled, by our ſeparate 
ſtations, to intercept all veſſels employed either betwixt 
Peru and Chili to the ſouthward, or betwixt Panama and 
Peru to the northward : Since the principal trade from 
Feru to Chili being carried on to the port of Yalparaiſo 
the Centurion crui f to the windward of Yalparaiſy, 
would, in all probability meet with them, as it is the con- 
ſtant practice of thoſe thips to fall in with the coaſt, 10 
the'windward of that port: And the Glouce/ler would in 


like manner, be in the way of the trade bound from Fs 
nama or the northward; to any part of Peru; fince the 


high land off wbich ſhe'was ſtationed is conſtantly made 
by all ſhips in that voyage. And whilſt the Centurion 
and Gloucefler were thus ſituated for interrupting the 
enemy's trade, the Trya/l's Prize and Centurion s Prize 
were as conveniently ſtationed for preventing all intelli 


gence, by intercepting all ſhips bound from Yalparaiſo 


to the northward ; for it was on board theſe veſſels that 
it Was to be feared ſome account of us might poſſibly be 

But the moft prudent diſpofitions carry with them only 
a probability of ſucceſs, and can never inſure its cet- 
tainty: Since thoſe chances, which it was reaſonable to 
overlook in deliberations, are ſometimes of moſt pow 
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ſul influence in execution. Thus in the preſent caſe, 
the diſtreſs of the Tryal, and the quitting. our ſtation, to 
aſſiſt her, (events which no degree of prudence could 
either foreſee; or obviate) gave an opportunity to all the 
ſhigs, bound to Valparaiſo, to reach that port without mo- 
leſtation, during this unlucky interval. So that though, 
after leaving Captain Saunders, we were very expeditious 
in regaining our ſtation, where we got the 29th at noon, 
yet in plying on and off till the õth of Offoper, we had 
not the good, fortune to diſcover 2 ſail of any ſort.; 
And then having Joſt all hopes of making any advan- 
ge by a longer ſtay, we made fail to the leeward of 

the port, in order to join our prizes; but when we ar- 
rived on the ſtation appointed them, we did not meet 
with them, though we continued there four or five days . 
We ſuppoſed: that ſowe chace had occafioned their, leay- 
ing their ſtation, and therefore we proceeded down the 
coaſt to the high land of Naſca,: where Captain Saunders 
was directed to join us. Here we arrived on the 21ſt, 
and were in great expeQation of meeting with ſome of _ 
the enemy's Hips on the coaſt, as both the accounts of 
former voyagers, and the information of our priſoners, 
aſſured us, that all ſhips bound io Callas conſtantly make 
this land, to prevent the danger of running to the lee- 
ward of the port. But notwithſtanding the advantages 
of this ſtation, we ſaw no fail till the 2d of Nowember, 
when two ſhips appeared in fight together; we imme- 
diately gave them chace, but ſoon,-perceiyed that they 
were the Tryal's and Centurion's prizes; As they had the 
wind of us, we brought to and waited, their coming up; 
when Captain Saunders came on board us and acquainted 
the Commodore that he had cleared the Trya/ purſuant 
to his orders, and having ſcuttled her, he remained by 
her till ſhe ſunk, but that it was the 4th of Odeber bes. 
fore this was effected; for there ran ſo large and hol 
low a ſea, that the: Sloop having neither maſts nor fails 
to ſteady her, rolled and pitched ſo violently, that it was 
impoſſible for a boat to lay along-ſide of her, for the 
greateſt part of the time: And during; this attendance 
on the Sloop, they were all driven ſo tar to the North- 
veſt, that they were afterwards.obliged to ſtretch a long 
way to the weſtward to regain the ground they had loſt ; 


whick 
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which was the reaſon that we had not met with them on 
their ſtation as we expected. We found they had not 
been more fortunate in their cruiſe than We were, for 
they had ſeen no veſſel ſince they ſeparated! from us 
The little ſucceſs we all had, and our certainty, that had 
any ſhips been ſtirring in theſe ſeas for ſome time paſt 
we inuſt have met with them, made us believe; that the 
enemy at Valparaiſo, on the miſſing of the two ſhips we 
had taken, had ſuſpected us to be in the neiglbourbood, 
and had conſequently laid an embargo on all the trade 
in the ſouthern parts. We likewiſe apprehended, that 
they might by this time be fitting out the men of war 
at Callao; for we knew it was no uncommon thing 
for an expreſs from Valparaiſo to reach Lina in twenty- 
nine or thirty days, and it was now more than fiſty ſince 
we had taken our firſt prize. Theſe apprehenfions of 
an embargo along the coaſt, and of the equipment of 
the Spanifh ſquadron at Callao, determined the Com- 
modore to haſten down to the leeward of Callao, and 
to join Captain Mitchel (who was ſtationed off Paiia) 
as ſoon as poſſible, that our ſtrength being united. we 
might be prepared to give the ſhips from Callas a warm 
reception, if they dared to put to ſea. With this view 
we bore away the ſame afternoon, taking particular 
care to keep at a diſtance from the ſhore, that there 
might be no danger of our being diſcovered from thence; 
for we knew that all the country ſhips were commanded, 
under the ſevereſt penalty, not to ſail by the port of 
Callao without ſtopping; and as this order was conſtantly 
complied with, we ſhould: undoubtedly be known for 
enemies, if we were ſeen to act contrary to it. In this 
new navigation, not being certain whether we might not 
meet the Spaniſh ſquadron in our route, the Commo- 
dore took on board the Centurion part of his crew, with 
which he had formerly manned the Carmelo; And nos 
ſtanding to the northward, we, before night came on, 
had a view of the ſmall Wand ca lled St. Gall an, whic 
bore from us N. N. E. 4 E. about ſeven leagues diſtant. 
This Ifland lies in the latitude of about fourteen degrees 
South, and above five miles to the northward of a bigh 
land, called Morro vei jo, or the Old Man's Head. I men- 
tion this Iffand, and the high land near it, more 1 1 
* : Culaily, 


"0a eo  a©Rhl. 2 = x 


7 N. K. 8 750 „ „„ 


— . 


—_ = „ a „% —- << - oo 


r ww Oo. 


6 ww 


8 


ROUND * WORLD. 15 


cularly, becauſe, etween Us ſem is. the moſt eligible ſta⸗ 
tion on that coaſt for gruiſt Ys dba 15 enemy ; as al 
ſhips bound ig Clas, het er from the nort ward or 
the Fern fo run well in with the land in this part.— 
By the 5th, of Nowe mber, at three in the afternoon, we 
were. advanced ure in view of the high land of Barranca, 
hing in the latitude of 109 : 36 Squth, bearing from us 
N . by E. diſtant el ght « or nine leagyes ; ;z and an "hour 
af an half after 957 we had the ſatisſaction we bad fo 
long wiſhed for,, zo; ſeeing, a fail, She firſt appeared'to 
leeward, and we all inmediately gave her chace : but 
the Centurion ſo much out- ſailed the two prizes, that 
we ſoon ran them out of ſight, and gained conſiderably 
on the chace : However, night coming on before we 
came up with her, we, about ſeven o'clock, loſt fight of 
her, and were in ſome perplexity what courſe to cer ; 
but at laſt Mr. Anſon reſolved, as we were then before 
the wind, to keep all hjs fails let, and not to change! hi 
courſe: For though we had no doubt bur the chace 
would alter her courſe in the night ; vet as it 75 wy; 
certain what tack ſhe would go upon, it was tho 
more prudent to keep on our courſe, as we muſt by 1 2 
means una voidably near her, than to change it on * 
beuge i „if we ſhould miſtake, we muſt inſallibl. y 
oſe her hus then, we continued the chace about 


an hour anda half i in the dark, ſome one or other. on 


board us canſtantiy 8 10 chen diſcerned her fails 
gh a-head of us ; but, at Mr Brett, then our ſe- 
Lieutenant, did re ally hehe her about four 
urs; on the ED pry ſteering off to the ſea-ward : 
We immediately clapped the helm a-weather, an ſtood 
for her; and in leſs than an hour came up with her, 
and having fired fourteen, ſhot at her, ſhe ſtruck. Our 
third Lieutenant, Mr. Dennis, was ſent in the boat with 
ſixteen men, to take poſſeſſion of the prize, and to, re- 
turn the priſoners 19, our. ſhip. The ſhip was named 
the Santa Tereſa de Jeſus built at Geaiaquil, of about 
three hundred tuns burthen, and was commanded by 
Bartolome Urrunaga, a Biſcayer : She was bound from 
Guaiaguil to Callas; her loading confilted of timber, 
cocoa, coco nuts, tobacco, hides, Pio thread, (which is 
very ſtrong, and is made of a ſpecies of grass) We 
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cloth, wax, c. The ſpecie on board her was incoñ - 


ſiderable, being principally ſmall ſilver money, and get 
amounting to Fe | thin 15ol. ſterling.” Tt true, by 
cargo was of great value, could we have diſpoſed of it. 
but, the Spaniards having ſtrict orders never to ranſom 
their ſhips, all the goods that we took in theſe ſeas, ex 
cept what little we had occaſion for ourſelves, were of 
no advantage to us. Indeed, though we: oy make ng 
profit thereby ourſelves, it was ſome ſatisfaRion'to'us to 
confider, that it was ſo much really loſt to the enemy, 
and that the deſpoiling them was no contemptible branch 
of that ſervice, in which we were now employed by our 
country. * * 8 . 1. racer 


Beſides our prize's crew, which amounted to forty: 


five hands, there were on board her ten paſſengers, con- 


ſiſting of four men and three women, who wee native 
of the country, born of Spaniſb parents, and three black 
female ſlaves that attended them. The Women were 2 
mother and her two daughters, the eldeſt about twenty- 
one, and the youngeſt about fourteen. It is not A 
wondered at, that women of theſe years ſhould be ex- 
ceſſively alarmed at the falling into the hands of an ene- 
my, whom, from the former outrages of the Buccaneers, 
and by the artful infiouations of their prieſts, they had 
been taught to conſider as the moſt terrible and ru 
of all mankind. Theſe appreheoſions tov were the 
preſent inſtance exaggerated by the ſingular beauty of 
the youngeſt of the Women, and the riotous diſpoſition 
which they might well expeQ to find ih a ſet of ſailors, 
that had not ſeen a woman for near a twelvemonth. 
Full of theſe terrors, the women all hid themſelves when 
our officer went on board, and when they were found 
out, it was with great difficulty that he could . perſuade 
them to approach the Heb However, he ſoon fatished 
them, by the humanity 'of his conduét, and his aſſurances 
of their future ſecurity and honourable tredtment, that 


they had nothing to tear.” And the Conimodore being 


informed of the matter, ſent directions that they ſhould 
be continued on board their own ſhip, with the uſe of 
the ſame apartments, and with all the other convenien- 
cies they had enjoyed before, giving ſtiict ordets that 
they ſhould receive no kind of inquietude or moleſta- 
ga | z C2501 2 30 Wen e Da * 11. tion 
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ion whatever: And that they might be the more cer- 
uin of having theſe orders complied 'with, or of com- 
plaining if they were not, the Commodore permitted the 
pilot, Who in Spaniſb ſhips is generally the ſecond perſon 
on board, to ſtay with them, as their guardian and pro- 
teftor, He was e choſen for this purpoſe by 
Mr. Anſon, as he ſeemed to be extremely intereſted in a 

that concerned the women, and had at firſt declared that 
he was married to the youngeſt of them ; though it after- 
wards-appeared, both from the information of the reſt of 
the priſoners; and other circumſtances, that he had aſſert- 
ed this with a view, the better to ſecure them from the 
inſults they expected on their falling into our hands. 
By this compaſhonate and. wg! ors behaviour of the 


| Commodore, the conſternation of our female priſoners 


entirely ſubſided, and they continued eaſy and cheerful 
during the whole time they were with us, as I ſhall have 

occahion to mention more particularly hereafter, 
| have before obſerved, that at the beginning of this 
chace the Centurion ran her two Conſorts out of fight, 
for which reaſon we lay by. all the night, aſter we had 
taken the prize, for Captain Saunders and Lieutenant 
Saumarez to join us, firing guns, and making falſe fires 
every half hour, to prevent their paſſing us unobſerved ; 
but they were ſo far a-ſtern, that they neither heard nor 
law any of our fignals, and were not able to come up 
with us till broad day-light, When they had joined us 
ve proceeded together to the northward, being now four 
fall in company. We here found the ſea for many 
niles round us of a beautiful red colour: This upon ex- 
amination we imputed to an immenſe quantity of ſpawn 
pread upom the ſurface ; and taking up ſome. of the 
Vater in a wine-glaſs, it ſoon changed from a dirty aſ- 
ect to a clear cryſtal, with only ſome red globules of 
: ſimy nature floating on the top. And now having a 
ſupply of timber on board our new prize, the Commo- 
ore ordered our boats to be repaired, and a ſwivel gun- 
ſtock to be fixed in the bow both of the barge and pin- 
nace in order to encreaſe their force, in caſe we ſhould 
be obliged to have recourſe to them for boarding ſhips, 
o for any attempts on ſhore. . TRY, TOON 
As we ſtood from hence to the northward, nothing 
| remarkable 
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remarkable occurred for two or three days, though we 
ſpread our ſhips in ſuch a manner, that it was not pro- 
bable any veſſel of the enemy could eſcape us. In oy 
run along this coaſt we generally obſerved, that there 
was a current which ſet us to the northward; at the rate 
of ten or twelve miles each day. And now being in 
about eight degrees of South latitude, we began to be 
attended with vaſt numbers of flying fiſh and bonitos 
which were the firſt we faw after our departure from the 
coaſt of Brazil. But it is remarkable, that on the Eaſt 
ſide of South America they extended to a much higher 
latitude than they do on the Weſt fide ; for we dig not 
loſe them on the coaſt of Brazi/, till we approached 
the ſouthern tropic. The reaſon for this diverſity is 
doubtleſs the different degrees of heat obtaining in the 
ſame latitude on different ſides of that Continent. And 
on this occaſion, I muſt beg leave to make a ſhort di- 
greſſion on the heat and cold of different climates, and 
on the varieties which occur in the ſame place in differ- 
ent parts of the year, and in different places lying in 
the ſame degree of latitude. WE, a 
The Ancients, as appears in many places, conceived 
that of the five zones, into which they divided the ſur- 
face of the globe, two only were habitable, ſuppoſing 
that all between the tropics was too hot, and all within 
the polar circles too cold to be ſupported by mankind, 
The falſhood of this reaſoning has long been evinced; 
but the particular compariſons of the heat and cold dd 
theſe various climates, have as yet been very imperſect) 
conſidered. However, enough is known ſafely to deter- 
mine this poſition, that all places between the tropics 
are far from being the hotteſt on the glow, as many of 
thoſe within the polar circles are far from exdunng 
that extreme degree of cold, to which their fituation 
ſhould ſeem to ſubjeQ them: That is to ſay, in other 
words, that the temperature of a place depends much 
more upon other circumſtances, than upon its diſtance 
from the pole, or its proximity to the equinoEial. 
This propoſition relates to the general temperature of 
places, taking the whole year round; and in this ſenſe 
it cannot be denied, but that the city of London, form 


ſtance, enjoys much warmer feaſons than the bottom o 
| . Hudſon's 


* 
— — — nm — 1 an — n n Farne —— — 222 


—— 1 «a nm rn ng 1 1 „ 1 — 7 


_ ee oo - a OO. a Ac» ÞOJJDY aa 


7 


K a> 


- _;: renn e 


ROUND THE WORLD. 6; 


Hudſon's bay, which is nearly. in the fanie latitude with 
it; for there the feverity of the winter is fo. great, t hat 
+ will ſcarcely permit the hardieſt of our garden plants 
to live. And if the compariſon be made between the 
coaſt of Brazil and the weſtern ſhore of South Ame- 
rica, as for example, betwixt Bahia and Lina, the 
difference will be ſtill more remarkable; for though the 
coaſt of Brazil is extremely ſultry, yet the coaſt of the 
Hutl-Leas in the fame latitude is perhaps as temperate 
and tolerable as any part of the globe: ſince in ranging 
along it, we did not once meet with ſo. warm weather, 
as is frequent in a ſummer's day in England: And this 
was the more remarkable, as" there never fell any rains 
to refreſh and cool the air, teu pie 
The Gauſes of this temperature in the Sourh-Seas are 
not difficult to be aſſigned, and ſhall be hereafter menti- 
oned. Jam now only ſolicitous to eſtabliſh the truth of 
this aſſertion, that the latitude of a place alone is no rule 
whereby to judge of the degree of heat and cold which 
obtains there: Perhaps this poſition might be more briefly 
confirmed, by obſerving, that on the tops of the Andes, 
wough under the equinoctial, the ſnow never melts the 
whole year round; 2 criterion of cold, ſtronger than what 
is known to take place in many parts far removed within 
the polar circle. | ues 
| have hitherto conſidered the temperature of the air 
al the year through, and the groſs eſtimations of heat 
and cold; which every one makes from his own ſenſa- 
tion. If this matter be examined by. means of Ther- 
mometers, which in reſpe@ to the abſolute degree of 
heat and cold are doubtleſs the moſt unerring evi- 
dences ; if this be done, the reſult will be indeed moſt 
wonderful : For it will appear that the heat in very 
bigh latitudes, as at Peterſburgh for inſtance, is at parti- 
cular times much greater than any- that has been hi- 


therto obſerved between the tropics ; and that even at 


London in the year, 1746, there was the part of one day 
conſiderably böten Kan 11 was at unte felt by 
a ſhip of Mr. Anſon's ſquadron, in running from hence 
to Cape Horn and back again, and paſſing twice under 
the ſun ; for in the ſummer of that year, the thermo- 


,, 


neter in London (being one of thoſe graduated accord- 
ing 
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ing to the method of Farenbeit) ſtood once at 780; ang 
the greateſt height at which a thermometer of the ſane 
kind ſtood in the foregoing ſhip, I find to be 76® This 
was at St. Catherine's, in the latter end of December. 
when the ſun was within about three degrees of the yer. 
tex. And as to Peterſburgh, I find by the acts of the 
academy eſtabliſhed there, that in the year 17 34, on the 
20th and 25th of July, the thermometer roſe to 980 in 
the ſhade, that is, it was twenty-two diviſions higher 
than it was found to be at St. Catherine's ; which is a de- 
gree of heat that, were it not authoriſed by The regulanty 
and circumſpection with which the obſervations ſeem to 
have been made, would appear altogether incredible. 
If it ſhould be aſked, how it comes to paſs then that 
the heat in many places between the tropics is eſteemed 
ſo violent and inſufferable, when it appears by theſe in- 
ſtances, that it is ſometimes rivalled or exceeded in very 
. high latitudes not far from the polar circle; I ſhouid 
. anſwer, that the eſtimation cf heat in any patticular 
place, ought not to be founded upon that degree of heat 
which now and then obtains there, but is rather to be 
deduced from the medium obſerved in a whole ſeaſon, 
or perhaps in a whole year: And in this light it will 
eaſily appear, how much more intenſe the fame degree 
of heat may prove, by being long continued without 
remarkable variation. For inſtance, in com ring to- 
gether St. Catherine's and Peterſburgh, we will ſuppole the 
ummer's heat at St. Catherine's to be 76 and the wit- 
ter heat to be twenty diviſions ſhort of it: I do not 
make uſe of this laſt conjecture upon ſufficient ob- 
ſervation ; but I am apt to ſuſpect, that the allowance 
is full large. Upon this ſuppoſition then, the medium 
beat all the year round will be 66, and this perhaps by 
night. as well as day, with no great variation : Now 
thoſe who have attended to thermometers will readily 
own, that a continuation of this degree of heatfor a length 
of time would by the generality of mankind be fliled 
violent and ſuffocating. But now at Peterſburgh, though 
a few times in the year the heat, by the thermometer, 
may be conſiderably greater than at St. Catherine's, Jet, 
as at other times the cold is immenſely ſharper, the me- 
dium for a year, or even for one ſeaſon only, would be 
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fr ſhort of 66˙. For, I find, that the variation of the 
thermometer at Peterſburgh'is at leaſt five times greater, 
from its higheſt to its loweſt point, than what 1 have 
ſuppoſed to take place at St. Catherine's. 

But beſides this eſtimation of the heat of a place, by 
taking the medium for a conſiderable time together, 
there is another circumſtance which will ſtil] augment 
the apparent heat of the warmer climates, and diminiſh 
that- of the colder, though I do not remember to have 
ſeen it remarked in any author. To explain myſelf 
more diſtinctly upon this head, I muſt obſerve, that 
the meaſute of abſolute heat marked by the thermo- 
meter, is not the certain criterion of the ſenſation of 
heat, with which human bodies are affected: For as 
the preſence and perpetual ſucceſſion of freſh air is ne- 
ceſſary to our reſpiration, ſo there is a ſpecies of taint- 
ed or ſtagnated air, which is often produced by the con- 
tinuance of great heats, which never fails to excite in us 
an idea of fultrineſs and ſuffocating warmth, much be- 
yond what the mere heat of the air alone, ſuppoſing it 
pure and agitated; would  occafion, Hence it follows, 
that the mere inſpeQion of the thermometer will never 
determine the heat Which the human body feels from 
this cauſe ; and hence it follows too; that the heat in 
moſt places between the tropics muſt be much more 
troubleſome and uneaſy, than the ſame degree of abfo- 
Jute heat in a high latitude : For the equability and du- 
ration of the tropical heat contribute to impregnate the 
air with a multitude of ſteams and vapours from the 
foil and water, and theſe being, many of them, of an 
impure and noxious kind, and being not eaſily remov- 
ed, by reaſon of the regularity of the ' winds in thoſe 
parts, which only ſhift the exhalations from place to 
place, without diſperſing them, the atmoſphere is by this 
means rendered leſs proper for reſpiration, and man- 

kind ate conſequently affected with what they ſtile a 
moſt intenſe and ſtifling heat: Whereas in the higher 
latitudes theſe vapours are probably raiſed in ſmaller 
quantities, and the irregularity and violence of the winds 
lequently diſperſe them; ſo that, the air being in ge- 
neral pure and leſs ſtagnant, the ſame degree of abſo- 
ute heat is not attended with that uneaſy and ſuffoca- 

ting 
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ting ſenſation. , This may ſuffice. in general with fe. 
ſpe to the preſent ſpeculation; but I cannot help wiſ. 
ing, as it is a ſubject in which mankind, eſpecially tr, 
vellers of all ſorts, ate very much intereſted, that it 
were more thoroughly and accurately examined; and 
that all ſhips bound to the warmer climates would fur. 
niſh themſelves with thermometers of a known fabtic, 
and would obſerve them daily, and regiſter their obſer. 
vations ; for conſidering the turn to E ſub- 
JeQs, which has obtained in Europe for the laſt four- 
ſcore years, it is incredible how very rarely any thing 
of this kind bath been attended to. For my own, pan, 
I do not recollect that I have ever ſeen any obſervations 
of the heat and cold either in the Eaſt or Weſft-Indir, 
which were made by mariners or officers of veſſels, ex; 
cept theſe made by Mr. An/on's order, on board the 
Centurion, and by Captain Legge on board the Seven, 
which was another ſhip of our ſquadron. 

This digreſſion I have been in ſome meaſure drawn 
into, by the conſideration of the fine weather we, met 
with on the coaſt of Peru, even under the equinactial 
itſelf, but the particularities of this weather I have not 
yet deſcribed: 1 ſhall now therefore add, that in. this 
climate every circumſtance concurred that could render 
the open air and the day-light defirable. For in. other 
countries the ſcorching heat of the ſun in ſummer ren - 
ders the greater part of the day unapt either for. labour 
or amuſement ; and the frequent rains are not leſs trou- 
bleſome in the more temperate parts of the year. But in 


this happy climate the ſun rarely appears: Not that the 


heavens have at any time a dark and gloomy, look; but 
there is conſtantly a cheerful grey ſky, juſt ſufficient to 
ſcreen the ſun, and to mitigate the violence of its per- 
pendicular rays, without obſcuring the air, or tinging 
theday-light with an unpleaſant or melancholy hue. 
By this means all parts of the day are proper for labour 
or exerciſe abroad, nor is there wanting that refreſhment 
and pleaſing refrigeration of the air, which is ſome- 
times produced in other climates by rains ; for here the 
ſame effeQ is brought about, by the freſh breezes {rom 
the cooler regions to the ſouthward. It is reaſonable to 


ſuppoſe, that this fortunate complexion of the heavens 
Is 
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1 tincipally owing to the neighbourhood of thoſe vaſt 
wi called the Andes, which running nearly parallel to 
he ſhore, and at a [mall diſtance from it, and extend- 
ne themſelves immenſely higher than any other moun- 
als upon the globe, form upon their ſides and decli- 
nes a prodigious tract of country, where, accordin; 
to the different approaches to the ſummit, all kinds 
climates may at all ſeaſons of the year be found. Theſe 
mountains, by intercepting great part of the eaſtern 
winds which generally blow over the Continent of South 
America, and by cooling that part of the air which forces 
its way over their tops, and by keeping beſides a prodi- 
zious extent of the atmoſphere perpetually cool, by its 
contiguity to the ſnows with which they are covered ; 
theſe hills, I fay, by thus extending the influence of their 
frozen creſts to the neighbouring coaſts and ſeas of Peru, 
are doubtleſs the cauſe of the temperature and equabilit 
which conſtantly prevail there. For when we were ad- 
vanced beyond the equinoctial, where theſe mountains 
leſt us, and had nothing to ſcreen us to the eaſtward, 
but the high lands on the Iſthaius of Panama, which are 
but mole-hills to the Andes, we then ſoon found that in 
a ſhort run we had totally changed our climate, paſſing 
in two or three days from the temperate air of Peru, to 
the ſultry burning atmoſphere of the We/t-Indies. But 
it is time to return to our narration,  . . 
On the 10th of November we were three leagues 
South of the ſouthernmoſt Iſland of Lobos, lying in the 
latitude of 6% 27 South: there are two Iſlands of this 
name ; this called Lobos de la Mar; and another, which 
lies to the northward of it, very wuch reſembling it 
in ſhape and. appearance, and often miſtaken for it, 
called Lobos de Tierra. We were now drawing near 
to the ſtation appointed to the Glouceſter, for which rea- 
lon, fearing to miſs her, we made an eaſy fail all night. 
The next morning, at day-break, we ſaw a hip in ſhore, 
and to windward, plying up the coaſt : She had paſſed 
by us with the favour of the night, and we ſoon per- 
cclying her not to be the Glouce/ter, got our tacks on 
beard, and gave her chace; but it proving very little 
wind, ſo that neither of us could make much way, 
lie Commodore ordered his barge, his pinnace, and 
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the Tryal's pinnace to be manned and armed, and 9 
purſue the chace and board her, Lieutenant Brey, 
who commanded the barge, came up with her fi, 
about nine -o'clock, and running along fide of her 
he fired a volley of ſmall ſhot between the mati 
juſt over the heads of the people on board, and ther 
inſtantly entered with the greateſt part of his men; by 
the enemy made no reſiſtance, _ ſufficiently fright- 
ened by the dazzling of the cutlafles, and the volley 
they had juſt received. Lieutenant Brett ordered the 
fails to be trimmed, and bore down to the Commodore, 
taking up in his way the two pinnaces. When he wa 
arrived within about four miles of us he put off in the 
barge, bringing with him a number of the priſoner, 
who had given him ſome material intelligence, which 
he was defirous the Commodore ſhould be acquainted 
with as ſoon as poſſible. On his arrival we learnt, that 
the prize was called Veuffra Senora del Carmin, of about 
two hundred and ſeventy tuns burden; ſhe was com- 
manded by Marcos Morena, a native of Venice, and hat o 
on board forty-three mariners: She was deep laden Ig. 
with ſteel, iron, wax, pepper, cedar, plank, ſnuff, rok Wl... 
rios, European bale goods, powder-blue, cinnamon, Nr n 
miſb indulgences and other ſpecies of merchandize: And Wi, ; 
though this cargo, in our preſent circumſtances, was Wh, 
but of little value to us, yet with reſpeR to the Spaniards, Wi; | 
it was the moſt, conſiderable capture that fell into ou Wl... 
hands in this part of the world; for it amounted to up- at 
Wards of 400,000 dollars prime coft at Panama. This e 
ſhip was bound 10 Callao, and had ftopped at Faita in 
her paſſage, to take in a recruit of water and proviſions, Wl | 
and had not left that place twenty-four hours, before WF... 
ſhe fell into our hands. | | % 
I have mentioned that Mr. Brett had received ſome BWW. 
important intelligence from the priſoners, which he en- 
deavoured to acquaint the Commodore with immedrte- 
ly. The firſt perſon he received it from (though upon 
further examination it was confirmed by the other pr 
ſoners) was one John Williams an Iriſhman, whom he 
found on board the Spaniſh veſſel. Williams was a Fi: 
piſt, who worked his paſſage from Cadiz, and had tri 


velled over all the kingdom of Mexico as a Pedlar : He e 
pretended 
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petended. that by this buſineſs: he had got 4 or 5000 
%llars ; but that he was embarraſſed by the Prieſts, who 
new he bad money, and was at laſt ſtripped of all he had. 
He was indeed at preſent all in rags, being but juſt got 
ut of Paita gaol, where he had been confined for ſome 
miſdemeanor 3 he expreſſed great joy upon ſeeing his 
countrymen, and immediately informed them, that a 
few days before, a veſſel came into Paita, where the 
Maſter of her informed the Governor, that he had been 
chaſed in the offing by a very large ſhip, which from her 
fre, and the colour of her fails, he was perſuaded muſt 
he one of the Engliſh fquadron : This we then con- 
edured to have been the Glouce/ter, as we afterwards 
ſound it was. The Governor, upon examining the Ma- 
ſer, was fully ſatisfied of his relation, and immediately 
ſent away an expreſs to Lima to acquaint the Viceroy 
therewith : And the Royal Officer reſiding at Paita, be- 
ng apprehenſive of a viſit from the Engliſh, was buſily 
employed in removing the King's treaſure and his own 
to Fixra, a town within land about fourteen leagues 
diſtant, We further learnt from our priſoners, that 
there was a conſiderable ſum of money belonging to 
ome Merchants at Lima, that was now lodged at the 
uſtom-houſe at Paita: And that this was intended to 
be ſhipped on board a veſſel, which was then in the port 
if Paita, and was preparing to fail with the utmoſt ex- 
edition being bound for the bay of Son/onnate, on the 
calt of Mexico, in order to purchaſe a part of the car- 
o of the Manila ſhip. This veſſel at Paita was eſteem- 
da prime failor, and had juft received a new coat of 
alow on her bottom; and, in the opinion of the priſo- 
ters, ſhe might be able to fail the ſucceeding morning. 
he character they gave us of this veſſel, on which. the 
doney was to be ſhipped, left us little reaſon to believe 
ſat our ſhip which had been in the water near two 
fears, could have any chance of coming up witk her, if 
e once ſuffered her to eſcape out of the Port. And 
terefore, as we were now diſcovered, and the coaſt 
ud be ſoon alarmed, and as our cruizing in theſe 
Ns any longer would anſwer i purpoſe, the Commo- 
Me reſolved to ſurprize the place, having fiſt minutely 
med himſelf of its * and condition, and be- 


ing 
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ing fully ſatisfied, that there was little danger of loſng 
many of our men in the attempt. This ſurpriſe of 
Paita, beſides the treaſure it promiſed us, and its ben 
the only enterprize it was in our power ta undertake 
had theſe other advantages attending it, that we ſhoul 
in all probability ſupply ourſelves with great quantitie 
of hve proviſion, of which we were at this time in want; 
And we ſhould likewiſe have an opportunity of letting 
our prifoners on ſhore, who were now very numerous, 
and made a greater conſumption of our food than our 
ſtock that remained was capable of furniſhing long. 1 
all theſe lights the attempt was a moſt eligible one, and 
what our neceſſities, our fituation, and every prudenti 
conſideration, prompted us to. > 3440 

How it ſucceeded, and how far it an{wered-our ex 
peQations, ſhall be the ſubject of the following chapter, 


Cuar. VI. The taking of Paita, and our proceedings il 
| ' ave left the coaſt of Peru." | | 


"HE town of Paita is ſituated in the latirede of 
59 : 12' South, in a moſt barren ſoil,” compoſed 
only of ſand and flate : The extent of it is but {mal 
containing in all leſs than two hundred families. The 
houſes are only ground floors ; the walls built of (pl 
cane and mud, and the roofs thatched with leaves 
Theſe edifices, though extremely ſlight, are abundant) 
ſufficient for a climate, where rain is conſidered as a pr 
digy, and is not feen in many years: So that it is lai 
that a ſmall quantity of rain falling. in this count) 
the year 1728, it ruined a great: number of building 
which mouldered away, and as it were melted before! 
The inhabitants of Paita are principally Indians 2 
black flaves, or at leaſt a mixed breed, the whites bein 
very few. The port of Paua, though in reality lu 
more than a bay, is eſteewed the beſt on that part of 
coaſt ; and is indeed a very fecure and commiodious ul 
chorage. It is greatly frequented by all veſſe la comin 
from the North; ſince it is here only that the ſhips a 
Acapulco, Som ſonnute, Releijo, and Panama, can touch 
refreſh iv their paſtage to Callas : And the length oe 
voyages (the wind tor the greateſt part of the year 0! 
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full againſt them) renders it :mpoſſible to perform them 
without Calling.upon the coaſt for a recruit of freſh wa · 
kr. It is true, Paita is ſituated on fo parched a ſpot, 
that it does not [itſelf furniſh a drop of freſh water, or 
any kind of greens or proviſions, except fiſh and a few 
goals : But there is an Indian town called Colan, about 
wo or three leagues diſtant to the northward, from 
whence water, maize, greens, fowls, Ec. are brought 
0 Faita on balſas or floats, for the conveniency of 
the ſhips that touch here; and cattle are ſometimes 
brought from Piura, a town which lies about fourteen 
leagues up in the country, The water brought from 
lan is whitiſh, and of a diſagreeable appearance, 
ut is faid to be very wholeſome : For it is pretended 
by the inhabitants, that it runs through large woods of 
rſaparilla, and that it is ſenſibly impregnated there- 
ih. This port of Paita, beſides furniſhing the nor- 
thern trade bound to Callao with water and neceffaries, 
the uſual place where paſſengers from Acapulco or Pa- 
ima, bound to Lima, diſembark ; for, as it is two hun- 
ed leagues from hence to Callao, the port of Lima, and 
5the wind is generally- contraty, the paſſage by ſea is 
ery tedious and fatiguing, but by land there is a toler- 
ble good road parallel to the coaſt, with many ſtations 
nd villages for the accommodation of travellers. | 
The town of Paita is itſelf an open place; fo that its 
le protection and defence is the fort, It was of con- 
quence to us to be well informed of the fabric and 
rength of this fort; and by the examination of our pri- 
mers, we found that there were eight pieces of cannon 
bounted in it, but that it had neither ditch nor outwork, 
king only ſurrounded by a plain brick wall; and that 
le garriſon conſiſted of only one weak company, but 
ie town itſelf might poſſibly arm three hundred men 


lore, ; | 
Mr. Anſon having informed bimſelf of the ſtrength of 
te place, reſolved (as hath been ſaid in the preceding 
apter) to attempt it that very night. We were then 
| twelve leagues diſtance from the ſhore, far enough 
v prevent our being diſcovered : yet not fo far, but 
ut by making all the ſail we could, we might arrive 
Lite bay with our ſhips in the night. However, the 
12 Commodore 
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might ariſe from the darkneſs of the night, and the ign 


conductois either of negligence or perfidy. 


172 AVO AU | 
Commodore prudently conſidered, that this would be u 


improper method of proceeding, as our ſhips, bein 
ſuch large bodies, might be eaſily diſcovered at a dil 
tance even in the night, and might thereby alarm the 
inhabitants, and give them an opportunity of remoying 
their valuable effects. He, therefore, as the firengih of 
the place did not require our whole force, reſolved tou 
tempt it with our boats only, ordering the eightees 
oared barge, and our own and the 7ryal's pinnaces og 
that ſervice; and baving picked out fifty-eight men ty 
man them, well provided with arms and ammunition, 
he gave the command of the cxpeuition to Lieutenat 
Brett, and gave him his neceſſaty orders; And the bette 
to prevent the diſappointment and conſuſion which 


rance of the ſtreets and paſſages of the place, two ot tl 
Spaniſh pilots were ordered to attend the Lieutenant, an 
to conduct him to the moſt convenient :landing-place; 
and were after wards to be his guides on ſhare z- and that 
we might have the greater ſecurity for their faithful 
haviour on this occaſion, the Commodote took care tt 
aſſure all our priſoners, that, if the pilots acted prope 
ly, they ſhould all of them be releated. and ſet on ſho 
at this place; but in caſe of any miſconduR or treacheiſ 
he threatened them that the Pilots ſhould be inſtanii 
ſhot, and that he would carry all the reſt ef the 9e 
niards, who were on board him, priſoners to England 
So that the priſoners themſelves were intereſted in ol 
ſucceſs, and therefore we had no reaſon 40 ſuſpect 0 


And on this occaſion | cannot but temark a fingui 
circumftance oi one of the pilots employed: by us in [il 
buſineſs. It ſeems (as we afterwards learnt), he | 
been taken by Captain Clipperton about twenty years d 
fore, and had been forced to lead Clipperton and bis pet 
ple to the ſurpriſe of Truxillo, a town within land to th 
ſouthward of Paita, where however he contrived | 
alarm his countrymen, and to fave them, though th 
place was taken. Now that the only two attempts“ 
ſhore which were made at fo long an interval from 
other, ſhould be guided by the ſenie perion, and hell 


a piiſener both times, and forced upon the emplo} . 
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rary to his inclination, is an incident ſo very extraor- 
gary, that | could not help taking notice of it, But 
being 9 leturn to the matter in hand, FA 30, £94 | 
di During our preparations, the ſhips themſelves ſtood - 
| VT wards the port with all the ſail they could make, be- 
dying ng ſecure that we were yet at too great a diſtance to be 
th ten. But about ten o'clock at night, the ſhips being 
oa bea within five leagues of the place, Lieutenant Breit, 
ee ith the boats under his command, put off and arrived 
. the mouth of the bay without being diſcovered ; but 
en i o over had he entered it, than ſome of the people, 
an o board a veſſel riding at anchor there, perceived him, 
ena who inſtantly put off in their boat, rowing towards the 
cle on, ſhouting and crying, the Engliſh, the Engliſh dogs, 
w A by which the Whole town was ſuddenly alarmed, 
ed our people ſoon obſerved ſeveral lights hurrying 
edc wards and forwards in the fort, and other marks of 
a the inhabitants being in great motion. Lieutenant Brett, 
ace e this, encouraged his men to pull briſkly up to the 
tha ſhore, that they might give the enemy as little tune as 
Jt poſſivle to prepare for their defence. However, before. 
e our boats could reach the ſhore, the people in the fort: 
weg hid got ready ſome. of their cannon, and pointed them 
ar cowards the landing- place; and though in the darkneſs 
ner WW cf the night it might be well ſuppoſed that chance had a 
an enter ſhare than kill in their direction, yet the firſt 
Wo bot paſſed extremely near one of the boats, whiſtling 
land juſt over the heads of the crew. This made our people 
"  'edouble their efforts; ſo that they had reached the ſhore, 
i 1nd were in part diſembarked, by the time the ſecond 
ö zun fired, As ſoon as our men landed, they were con- 
dudled by one of the Spaniſh pilots to the entrance of a 
row ſtreet, not above hity yards diſtant from the 
beach, where they were covered from the fire of the 
on; and being formed in rhe beſt manner the ſhortneſs 
pe ol the time would allow, they immediately marched for 
the parade, which was a large ſquare at the end of t his 
luer, the ſort being one ſide of the iquare, and the Go- 
Yince's houſe another. ln this march (though perſorm- 
ed with tolerable -regularny) the ſhouts and clamours 


gun 


} nt 


of [eeſcore ſailors. Who, had been confined ſo long 
a ſhipboard, and were now tor the firſt time on ſhore 
In 


| Kepple, ſon to the Earl of Albemarle, had a very narrow 
was ſhaved off cloſe to his temple by a ball, which how- 
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in an enemy's country, joyous as they always are, whey 
they land, and animated beſides in the preſent caſe with 
the hopes of an immenſe pillage; the huzas, I fay, af 
this ſpirited detachment, joined with the noiſe o 
their drums, and fa voured by the night, had augmented 
their numbers, in the opinion of the enemy, to at leaf 
three hundred ; by which perſuaſion the inhabitants wen 
ſo greatly intimidated, that they were much more ſolj- 
citous about the means of their flight than of their reſil- 
ance : So that though upon entering the parade, ou 
people received a volley from the Merchants, who own 
ed the treaſure then in the town, and who, with a few 
others had ranged themſelves in a gallery that run round 
the Governor's houſe, yet that pott was immediately 
abandoned upon the firſt fire made by our people, who 
were thereby left in quiet poſſeſſion of the parade. 
On this ſucceſs Lieutenant Brett divided his men into 
two parties, ordering one of them to. ſurround the Go- 
vernor's houſe, and if poſſible to fecure the Governor, 
whilſt he himſelf, with the other, marched to the fort; 
with an intent to force it. But, contrary to his ex- 
peQation, he entered it without oppoſition ; for the 
enemy, on his approach abandoned it, and; made their 
eſcape over the walls. By this means the whole place 
was mattered in leſs than a quarter of an hour's time 
from the fiſt landing, with no other loſs than that of 
one man killed on the ſpot, and two wounded ; one cf 
which was the Spaniſh pilot of the Tereſa, who received 
a flight bruize by a ball which grazed on his wriſt: lo- 
deed another of the Company, the Honourable Mr. 
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eſcape, for having on a jocky cap; one fide of the peak 


ever did him no other injury. ” 5 5319 Tra 2 
And now Lieutenant Brett, aſter this ſucceſs, placed 
a guard at the fort, and another at the Governor's houk, 
and appointed centinels at all the avenues of the town, 
both to prevent any ſurprize from the enemy, and to {e- 
cure the effects in the place from being embezzled. And 
this being done, his next care was io ſeize on the Cuſtom. 
houſe where the treaſure lay, and to examine if any of 
the inhabitants remained in the town, that . 
Ws | on 
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{now what farther precautions it was neceſſary to take; 
but he ſoon found that the numbers left behind were 
10 ways formidable: For the greateſt part of them (be- 
ing in bed when the place was ſurprized) had run away 
with ſo much precipitation, that they had not given 
themſelves time to put on their cloaths, And in this 
recipitate rout, the Governor was not the laſt to ſecure! &. J 
tioſelf, for he fled betimes, half naked, leaving his wife 
1 young lady of about ſeventeen years of age, to whom 
he had been married but three or four days, behind. him, 
though ſhe too was aſterwards carried off in her fhift 
by a couple of centinels, juſt as the detachment, order- 
ed to inveſt the houſe, arrived before it. This 80 0 
of the Governor was an unpleaſing circumſtance, as Mr. 
/nſon had particularly recommended it to Lieutenant 
Brett to ſecure his perſon, if poſſible, in hopes that by 
that means we might be able to treat for the ranſom of 
the place: but it ſeems his alertneſs rendered it impoſ- 
ſble to ſeize him. The few inhabitants who remained 
were confined in one of the churches under a guard, ex- 
cept ſome ſtout Negroes which were found in the place; 
theſe, inſtead of being ſhut up, were employed the re- 
maining part of the night to aſſiſt in carrying the treaſure 
from the Cuſtom-houſe and other places to the fort ; 
However, there was care taken that they ſhould be al- 
ways attended by a file of muſqueteers. | k 
The tranſporting the treaſure from the Cuſtom-houſe, 
to the fort, was the principal occupation of Mr, Brett's 
people, aſter he had got poſſcſſion of the place. But 
the ſailors, while they were. thus employed, could not 
be prevented from entering the houſes which lay near 
them, in ſearch of private pillage. And the firſt things 
which occurred to thein, being the cloaths which the 
Janards in their flight had left behind them, and which, 
according to the cuſtom of the country, were molt of 
them either embroidered or laced, our people eagerly 
ized the glittering habits, and put them on over their 
own dirty trowſers and jackets, not forgetting at the 
ame time, the tye or bag-wig and laced hat, which 
vere generally found with the cloaths ; and when this 
practice was once begun, there was no preventing the 
#bole detachment from imitating it; Ang thoſe, who 
; | came 
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came lateſt into the faſhion, not finding mens Cloatly 
ſufficient to equip themſelves, they were, obliged to take 


up with womens gowns and petticoats, which (pro. 


. vided there was finery enough) they made no ſcruple of 
22 on, and blending with their own greaſy dreß 
that when a party of them thus ridiculddly metamoy. 
phoſed firſt appeared before Mr. Brett, he was extreme. 
ly ſurprized at their appearance, and could not immedi. 
ately be ſatisfied they were his own people. 
\ Theſe were the tranſactions of our detachment on 
ſhore at Paita the firſt night, And now to return 10 
what was done on board the Centurion in that interyq|, 
I muſt obſerve, that after the boats were gone off, we 
lay by till one o'clock in the morning, and then ſup- 
poſing our detachment to be near landing, we made an 
eaſy ſail for the bay. About ſeven in the morning we 
began io open the La: and ſoon after we had a view of 
the town; and though we had no reaſon to doubt of 
the ſucceſs of the Enterprize, yet it was with great joy, 
that we firit diſcovered an infallible ſignal of the certain- 
ty of our hopes; this was by means of our perſpec- 
tives, for through them we ſaw an Engli/b flag hoiſted on 
the flag ſtaff of the fort, which to us was an inconteſt- 
able proof that our people had got pofi:ſſion of the 
town. We plied into the bay with as much expedition 
as the wind, which then blew off ſhore, would permit 
us: And at eleven, the Trya/'s boat came on board us, 
loaden with dollars and church plate ; and the officer 
who commanded her informed us of the preceding 
night's tranſactions, ſuch as we have already related 
them. About two in the afternoon we came to an an- 
chor in ten fathom and a half, at a mile and a half 
diſtance from the town, and were conſequently neat 
enough to have a more immediate intercourſe with thoſe 
on ſhore. And now we found that Mr. Brett had hi- 
therto gone on in collecting and removing the treaſure 
without interruption ; but that the enemy had ren- 
dezvouſed from all parts of the country on a hill, 
at the back of the town, where they made no inconl- 
derable appearance : For * the reſt of their force, 


there were two hundred horſe ſeemingly very well arm- 


ed, and mounted, and, as we conceived, ' properly 
EG trained 
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ned and regimented, being furniſhed with, trumpets, _ 
— and Ag a aj 155 9 975 paraded about the 
il with great oſtentatiog, ſounding their military mu- 
ic, and praQiſing every, art to intimidate , us, (as 
our numbers on ſhore were by this time not unknown 
o them) in hopes that we might be induced by our 
ers to abandon the place before the pillage was com- 
pleated. But we were not ſo ignorant as to believe 
that this body of horſe, which ſeemed to be what the 
enemy principally depended on, would dare to venture. 
in treets and amongſt houſes, even had their numbers 
been three times as-great z, and therefore notwithſtand- 
ing their menaces, we went on, as long as the day- 
light laſted, calmly,, 19 ſending off the treaſure, and 
in employing the boats to carry on board the refreſh- 
ments, ſuch as hogs, fowls, Ec. which we found here 
in great abundance. But at night, to prevent any ſur- 
prize, the Commodore ſent on ow a reinforcement _ 
who poſted themſelves in all the ſtreets leading to the 
parade ; and for their greater ſecurity, traverſed the 
freets with barricadoes fix,feet high : And the enemy 
continuing quiet all, the night, we, at day- break, re- 
turned again to our labour of loading the boats, and 
ending them off, . ; 

By this time we were convinced of what conſequence. 
It would have been to us, had fortune ſeconded the pru- 
cent views of the Commodore, by.permitting us to have. 
ſecured the Governor, For we found in the place l 
ſore-houſes full of valuable effects, which were uſeleſs 
to us at preſent, and ſuch as we could not find room for 
0m board. But had the Governor been in our power he 
would, in all probability, have treated for a ranſom, 
wich would have been extremely advantageous both to 
bim and us: Whereas, he being now at liberty, and 
iving collected all the force of the country for many 
lexgues round, and having even, got a body of militia 
ſom Fiura, which was fourteen leagues diſtant, he Was 
| elated with his numbers, and ſo Bod of his new mi- 
ltary command, that he ſeemed not to trouble himſelf 
bout the fate of his Government. So that though 
Mr. Anſon ſent ſeveral meſſages to him by the fe hays 
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ants, who were in our power, deſiring him to enter in- 
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to a treaty for the ranſom of the town and goods, giving 
him, at the ſame time, an intimation that he ſhould be 
far from inſiſting on # rigorous equivalent, but perhay 
might be fatisficd with ſome live catile, and a ſew ne. 
ceſſaries for the uſe of the ſquadron, and affuring his 
too, that if he would not | condelcend at leaſt to treat 
he would {et fire to the town, and all the ware- houſes: 
Yet the Governor was fo imprudent and arrogant, that 
he deſpiſed all theſe reiterated applications, and did ni 
deign even fo return the leaſt ae to them | 
On the ſecond day of our being in poſſeſſion of the Wi: 
place, ſeveral Negro ſlaves deſerted froni the enemy on Wil 
the bill, and coming. into the town, voluntatily entered WM 
into our ſervice : One of theſe was well known to 1 
Gentleman on board, who remembered. him forinerly a Wl 
* 

0 


Panama. And the Spaniards without the town being 
in extreme want of water, many of their faves crept 
into, the place by ſtealth, and carried away ſeveral jus WW" 
of water fo their maſters on the hill; and though fone Wl" 
of them were ſeized by our men in the attempt, yet the Wi 
thirſt amongſt the enemy was ſo preſſing, that they con- 


tinued this practice till we left the place. And now, o 1 


this ſecond day we were aſſured, both by the deſertes n 
and by theſe priſoners we took, that the Spaniards on the WW? 
hill, who were by this time encreaſed to a formidable num- Wi: 
ber, had reſolved to ſtorm the town and fort the ſuc: e 


ceeding night, and that one Gordon a Scotch Papiſt, and WW" 


Captain of a ſhip in thoſe ſeas, 'was to have the com Wil” 


mand of this enterprize, But we, notwithſtanding, con WW" 
tinued ſending off our boats, and proſecyted our work A 
without the leaſt hurry or precipitation till the evening; be 
\ abd then a reinforcement, was again ſent on ſhore by the 
mmodore, and Lieutenant Brett doubled his guards lh 

at each of the barricadoes ; and our poſts being con- la 
need by the means of centinels placed within call of , 


each other, and the whole being vifited by frequent 
rounds, attended with a drum, theſe marks of our vi- 
gilance, which the enemy could not be ignorant of, 35 a 
they, could doubtleſs hear the drum, if not the calls I” 
the centinels ; theſe marks, I fay, of our vigilance, ad e 
of our readineſs to receive them, cooled their reſolution, le 
asd made them forget the yaunts of the preceding day; (ar 
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b that we paſſed this ſecond night with as little moleſta- 
on as we had done the firſt. wy” bo 
We had finiſhed ſending the treaſure on board the 


y Centurion the evening before; ſo that the third morn- 
mY no, being the 15th of November, the boats were em- 
a; WM poyed in carrying off the moſt valuable part of the ef- 
g; eds that remained in the town. And the Commodore in- 
erding te fail this day, he, about ten o'clock, purſuant 
ot BY to his promiſe, ſent all his priſoners, amounting to eighty- 


eight, on ſhore, giving orders to Lieutenant Brett to ſe- 
he cue them in one of the churches under a ſtrict guard, 
ti] he was ready to embark his men. Mr. Brett was at 
od WT the fame time ordered to ſet the whole town on hire, 
except the two churches, (which by good fortune ſtood 
at ſome diſtance from the other houſes) and then he 
wasto abandon the place, and to come on board. Theſe 


5 orders were punctually complied with; for Mr, Brett, 
n inmediately fer his men to work, to diſtribute pitch, 
ne ur, and other combuſtibles, (of which great quantities 


he ere found here) into houſes ſituated in different ſtreets 
of the town, ſo that the place, being fired in many 
quarters at the ſame time, the deſtruction might be 
more violent and ſudden, and the enemy, after our de- 
he WY parture, might not be able to extinguith it, Theſe pre- 
parations being made, he, in the next place, ordered the 
cannon, which he found in the fort, to be nailed up; 
and then ſetting fire to thoſe houſes which were moſt to 
windward, he collected his men, and marched towards 
the beach, where the boats waited to carry them off. 
And the part of the beach where he intended to embark 
being an open place without the town, the Spaniards on 


& the hill perceiving he was retreating, reſolved to try if 
bey could not precipitate his departure, and thereby 
n- WJ ſome foundation for their future r And for 
as purpoſe a ſmall ſquadron of their horſe, conſiſting 


of about ſixty, picked out, as I ſuppoſe, for this ſervice, 
marched down the hill with much ſeeming reſolution ; 
that, had we not been prepoſſeſſed with a juſter opinion 


of WW their proweſs, we might have ſuſpeRed, that now we 
od ere on the open beach with no advantage of ſituation, 
. bey would certainly have charged us: But we preſumed 
„dad we were not miſtaken) that this was mere oſtenta- 


tion. 
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tion. For, notwithſtanding the pomp and parade they 
advanced with, Mr. Breit had no ſooner ordered his me; 
to halt and face about, but the enemy ſtopped their d. 
reer, and never dared to advance a ſtep further, | 
When our people were arinved at their boats, and 
were ready to go on board, they were for ſome tins 
delayed, by miſſing one of their number; but being un. 
able, by their mutual enquiries amongſt each other, t 
inform themſelves where he was left, or by what acc. 
dent he was detained, they, after a conſiderable delay, 
reſolved to get into their boats, and to put off without 
him. And the laſt man was actually embarked, and 
the boats juſt putting off, when they heard him calling 
to them to take him in. The town was by this time 0 
thoroughly on fire, and the ſmoke coveted the beach < 
effectually, that they could ſcarcely ſee him, though 
they heard his voice. The Lieutenant inſtantly ordered 
one of the boats to his relief, who found him up to the 
chin in water, for he had waded as far as he durſt, being 
extremely frighted with the apprehenſions of falling 
into the hands of an enemy, enraged, as they doubtleis 
were, with the pillage and deſtruction of their town. 
On enquiring into the cauſe of his ſtaying behind, it 
was found that he had taken that morning too large: 
doſe of brandy, which had thrown him into ſo found 4 
ſl-ep that he did not wake till the fire came, near enough 
to ſcorch him. He was ſtrangely amazed on firſt open- 
ing his eyes, to ſee the place all in a blaze on one 
and ſeveral Spaniards and Indians not far from 
him onthe” :—T he greatneſs and ſuddenneſs of his 
fright inftantly reduced him to a ſtate of ſobriety, and 
gave him ſufficient preſence of mind to puſh througi 
the thickeſt of the ſmoke, as the likelieſt means to eſcape 
the eneniy ; and making the beſt of his way to the beach, 
he ran as far into the water as he durſt, (for he could not 

iwim) before he ventured to look back. 

And here I cannot but obſerve, to the honour of out 
ople, that though there were great quantities of wine 
and ſpiritous liquors found in the place, yet this man 
was the only one who was known to have fo far neglet- 
ed his duty, as to get drunk. Indeed, their whole be 
kaviour, while they were on ſhore, was much more be 
gular 
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lar than could well have been expected from ſailors, 
ho had been ſo long confined to a ſhip : And though 
ctof this prudent behaviour muſt doubtleſs be-imputed 


do the diligence of their officers, and to the excellent diſ- 
cipline to which they had been long inured on board the 


Commodore, yet it was doubtleſs no ſmall reputation to 
the men, that they ſhould in general refrain from indulg- 
ing themſelves in thoſe intoxicating liquors, which they 
found ready to their hands in almoſt every warehouſe, 


And having mentioned this fingle inſtance of drunken- | 


gels, 1 cannot paſs by another overſight, which was like- 
wiſe the only one of its kind, and which was attend- 
ed with vey particular circumſtances. There was an 
Engliſhman, who had formerly wrought as a ſhip-carpen- 
ter in the yard at Portſmouth, but leaving his country, 
had afterwards entered into the Spaniſb ſervice, and was 
employed by them at the port of Guaiagui/; and it be- 
ing well known to his friends in England that he was 
then in that part of the world, they put letters on board 
the Centurion, directed to him. This man being then 
by accident amongſt the Spaniards, who were retired to 
the hill at Paita, was deſirous (as it ſhould ſeem) of 
acquiring ſome reputation amongſt his new maſters. 
With this view he caine down unarmed to a centinel- 
of ours, who was placed at ſome diſtance from the fort 
towards the enemy, and pretended to be defirous of 
ſurrendering himſelf, and of entering into our ſervice. 
Our centinel had a cocked piſtol, but being deceived by 


the other's fair ſpeeches, he was ſo imprudeut as to» 


let him approach much nearer than he ought ; ſo that 
the Shipwright, watching his opportunity, ruſhed. on 
the centinel, and ſeizing his piſtol, wrenched it out of 
bis hand, and inſtamily ran away with it up the hill. 
By this time, two of our people, who ſeeing the fellow 


advance, had ſuſpeQed his intention, were making to- 


wards him, and were thereby prepared to purſued him; 
but he got to the top of the hill before they could teach 
him, and then turning about fired the-piſtol “ at which 
inſtant his purſuers fired at him; and — he was at 
a great diſtance, and the creſt of the hill hid 

ſoon as they had fired, ſo that they took it for 


nted 


they had miſſed him, yet we afterwards learat that he 
| Was 
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was ſhot through the body, and had fallen down dead 
the very next ſtep he took after he was out of fight, 
The centinel too, who had been thus groſsly impoſed 
upon, did not eſcape unpuniſhzd ; for he was ordered 
to be ſeverely whipt for being thus ſhamefully fur. 

ized upon his poſt, and for having given an exam- 
pletof careleſſneſs, which, if followed in other inſtances, 
might prove fatal to us all. But to return. 

By the time our people had taken their comrade out 
of the water, and were making the beſt of their way 
for the ſquadron, the flames had taken poſſeſſion of 
every part of the town, and had got ſuch hold, both 
by. means of combuſtibles that had been diſtributed for 
that purpoſe, and by the lightneſs of the materials of 
which the houſes were compoſed, and their aptitude to 
take fire, that it was ſufficiently apparent no efforts of the 
enemy (tho' they flocked down in great numbers) could 
poſſibly put a {top to it, or prevent the entire deſtructio 
of the place, and all the merchandize contained therein, 

Our detachment under Lieutenant Brett having fafe- 
ly joined the ſquadron, the Commodore prepared to 
leave the place the ſame evening. He found when he 
firſt came into the bay, fix veſſels of the enemy at an- 
chor: ene of which was the ſhip, which, according to 
our intelligence, was to have failed with the treaſure 
to the coaſt of Mexico, and which, as we were per- 
ſuaded ſhe was a good ſailer, we reſolved to take with 
us: The others were two Snows, a Bark, and two 
Row-gallies of thirty-ſix. oars a-piece : Theſe laſt, as 
we were after wards informed, with many others of the 
ſame kind, built at different ports, were intended to 

revent our landing in the neighbourhood of Callao: 
3 Spaniards, on the firſt intelligence of our ſqua- 
dron and its force, expected that we would attempt 
the city of Lina. The Commodore, having no oc- 
caſion for theſe other veſſels, had ordered the maſts of 
all five of them to be cut away on his firſt arrival; 
and. now, on his leaving the place, they were towed out 
of the harbour, and ſcuttled and ſunk ; and the com- 
mand of the remaining ſhip called the Solidad, being 
given to Mr. Hughes, the Lieutenant of the Tryal, who 
had with him a crew of ten men to navigate her, the 
18 | ſquadron, 
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ſquadron, towards midnight, weighed anchor, and ſail- 
ed out of the bay, being now oj nay; 6 to fix fail, that 
, the Centurion, and the Tryal's Prize, together with the 
Carmelo, the Tereſa, the Carmin, and our laſt acquired 
elle] tbe S M 7 TD 5 87 1 
And now before I entirely quit the account of our 
nanſactions at this place, it may not perhaps be improper 
0 give a ſuccinct relation of the booty we made there, 
and of the loſs the Spaniards ſuſtained. :T have before ob- 
ſerved, that there were great quantities of valuable ef- 
eds in the town 3 but as the greateſt part of them were 
what we could neither diſpoſe of nor carry away, the to- 
tal amount of this merchandize can only. be rudely gueſſ- 
edat But the Spaniards, in the repreſentations they 
made to the Court of Madrid (as we were afterwards aſ- 
ſured) eſtimated their whole loſs at a million and a half of 
dollars : And when it was conſidered, that no ſmall part 
of the goods we burnt there were of the richeft and moſt 
expenſive ſpecies, as broad-cloaths, filks, cambrics, vel- 
vets, fc, I cannot but think their valuation ſufficiently 
moderate. As to our parts, our acquiſition, though incon- 
ſderable in compariſon of what we deſtroyed, was yet in 
itſelf far from being deſpicable ; for the wrought plate, 
dollars, and other coin which fell into our hands amount- 
ed to upwards of $0,000], ſterling, befides ſeveral rings, 
bracelets, and jewels, whoſe intrinfic value we could not 
then determine; and over and above all this, the'plunder, 
which became the property of the immediate captors, 
was very great; ſo that upon the whole it was by much 
the moſt important booty we made upon that coaſt, 
There remains, before I take leave of this place, an- 
other particularity to be mentioned, which, on account 
of the great honour which our national character in thoſe 
parts has thence received, and the reputation which our 
Commodore 1n particular has thereby acquired, merits a 
diftin and circumſtantial diſcuſſion. It has been alrea- 'F 
dy related, that all the prifoners taken by us in our pre- 
ceding prizes were put on ſhore, and diſcharged at this > 
place, amongſt which, there were ſome perſons of con- : 
ſderable diſtinRion, particularly a youth of about ſeven- 
teen years of age, ſon of the Vice-Preſident of the Coun- 
al of Chili. As the barbarity of the Buccaneers, o_ 
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the artful uſe the Eccleſiaſtics had made of it, had 61). 
ed the natives of thole countries with the moſt terrible 
ideas of the Engliſh cruelty, we always found our. pri. 
ſoners, at their firſt coming on board us, to be extreme|y 
dejected, and under gieat horror and anxietys.; In; part. 
- cular this youth, whouw I laſt mentioned, having never 
been from home before, lamented his captivity, in the 
moſt moving manner, regretting, in very plaintive terms 
his parents, his brothers, his ſiſters, and his native coun- 
try; of all which he was fully perſuaded he had taken 
his laſt farewell, believing that he was now devoted, far 
the remaining part of his life, to an abje& and cruel ſet- 
vitude ; nor was he fingular in his fears, for bis, compa- 
nions on board, and indeed all the Spaniards that came 
into our power, had the ſame deſponding opinion of their 
fituation. Mr. Anſon conſtantly exerted. his utmoſt en- 
deavours to efface this inhuman impreſſion, they had re- 
ceived of us; always taking care, that as many of the 
principal people among them as there was. room. for 


ſhould dine at his table by turns; and giving the ftrif&( 


orders too, that they thould at all times, and in every 
circumſtance, be treated with the utmoſt decency and hu- 
manity. But notwithſtanding this precaution, it was ge- 
nerally obſerved, that for the firſt day or two they did 


not quit their fears, but ſuſpected the gentleneſs of their 


uſage to the only preparatory to ſome unthought of cala. 
mity. However, being confirmed by tine, they grew 
perfectly eaſy in their ſituation, and remarkably cheerful, 
ſo that it was often diſputable, whether or no they con- 
ſidered their being detained by us as a misfortune, , For 
the youth I have above mentioned, who was near two 
months on board us. had at laſt ſo far conquered his me- 
lancholy ſurmiſes, and had taken ſuch an affeQion-10 
Mr. An ſon, and ſeemed ſo much pleaſed with the manner 
of life, totally different from all he had ever ſeen before, 
that it is doubtful to me whether, if his own. opinion 
had been taken, he weuld not have preferred a voyage 
to England in the Centurion, to the being ſet on ſhore at 
Paita, where he was at liberty to return to his country 

and his iriends. | | | 
This conduct of the Commodore to his priſoners, which 
was continued without interruption or deviation, gave 
| oy 
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them all the higheſt idea of his humanity and benevo- 


lence, and induced them likewiſe (as mankind are fond of 
forming general opinions) to entertain very favourable 
thoughts of the whole Engliſh nation. But whatever they 
night be diſpoſed to think of Mr. Anſon before the taking 
of the Tereſa, their veneration for him was prodigioufly 
encreaſed by his conduct towards thoſe women, whom 
(3s | have already mentioned) he took in that veſſel : For 
the leaving them in the poſſeſſion of their apartments, the 
ſri orders given to prevent all his people on board from 
iproaching them, and the permitting the Pilot to ſtay. 
with them as their guardian, were meaſures that ſeemed 
ſo different from what might be expected from an enemy 
and an heretic, that the Spaniards on board, though 
they had themſelves experienced his beneficence, were 
ſurprized at this new inſtance of it, and the more fo, as 
all this was done without his ever having ſeen the wo- 
men, though the two daughters were both eſteemed 
handſome, and the youngeſt was celebrated for her un- 
common beauty. The women themſelves too were ſo 
ſenſible of the obligations they owed him for the care and 

attention with which he had protected them, that they 
tbſolutely refuſed to go on ſhore at Paita, till they had 
been permitted to wait on him on board the Centurion, to 
return him thanks in perſon. Indeed, all the priſoners 
left us with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of their grateful re- 
membrance of his uncommon treatment. A Jeſuit in 

particular whom the Commodore had taken, and who 
vas an Eccleſiaſtic of ſome diſſinction, could not help. 
erpreſſing himſelf with great thankfulneſs for the civili- 
les he and his countrymen had found on board, declar- 

ing, that he ſhould conſider it as his duty to do Mr, An- 

n juſtice at all times, adding, that his uſage of the men 

piloners was ſuch as could never be forgot, and ſuch as 

he could never fail to acknowledge-and recite upon all 

occaſions: But that his behaviour to the women was fo 

extraordinary, and fo extremely honourable, that he 
doubted all the regard due to bis own ecclefiaſtical cha- 

after, would be — ſufficient to render it (credible. 


And indeed- we were afterwards informed, that both 
de and the reſt of our priſoners had not been filent on 
(us head, but had, both at Lima and at other places, 

given 
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given the greateſt encomiums to our Commodore; tha 

Fefai in particular, as we are told, having, on his gc. 
count, interpreted in a lax and hypothetical ſenſe tha 
article of his Church, which aſſerts the impoſlibility a 
heretics being ſaved. 

And let it not be imagined, that the impreſſions which 
the Spaniards hence received to our advantage, is a mat. 
ter of ſmall import; for not to mention ſeveral of ou 
countrymen who have already felt the good effeQsof theſe 
prepoſſeſſions, the Spaniards are a Nation, whoſe good 
72 of us is doubtleſs of more conſequence than that of 
all the world beſides: Not only as the commerce ws hare 
formerly carried on with them, and perhaps may again 
hereafter, is ſo extremely valuable, but alſo as the trau. 
acting it does ſo immediately depend on the honour and 
good faith of thoſe who are entruſted with its manage 
ment. But, however, had no national conveniencies at- 
tended it, the Commodore's equity and good temper 
would not Jets have deterred him from all tyranny and 
cruelty to thoſe whom the fortune of war had put into 
his hands. I ſhall only add, that by his conſtant attack 
ment to theſe humane and prudent maxims, he has ac 
quired a, diſtinguiſhed reputation among ft the Creolian 
Spaniards, which is not confined merely to the coalt of 
the South-Seas, but is extended through all the Spanb 
ſettlements in America; ſo that his name is frequently to 
be met with in the mouths of moſt of the Spaniſh ih 
bitants of that prodigious Empire. | 


Cray. VII. From our departure from Paita, fo out arr 
| val at Quibo. 


HEN we got under fail from the road of Fails 

(which, as | have already obſerved, was about 
midnight, on the 16th of November) we ſtood to the 
weſtward, and in the morning the Commodore gabe 
orders, that the whole ſquadron ſhould ſpread then 
ſelves, in order to look out . for the Gloucefter. For ve 
now drew near to the ſtation where Captain Mud 
had been directed to eruile, and hourly. expected de 
get fight of him; but the whole day paſſed without ſee· 
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And now a jealouſy which had taken its riſe at Paita, 
tween thoſe who had been ordered on ſhore for the at- 
ack, and thoſe who had continued on board, grew to 
uch a height, that the Commodore being made acquaint- 
ed with it, thought it neceſſary to interpoſe his authority 
lo appeaſe it. The ground of this animoſity was the 
plunder gotten at Fara, which thoſe who had acted on 
ſhore bad appropriated to themſelves, and conſidered as 
1 reward for the riſques they had run, and the reſolution 
they had ſhewn in that ſervice. But thoſe who had re- 
mained on board, conſidered this as a very partial and 
urjuſt procedure, urging that if it had been lefr to their 
choice, they ſhould have preferred their acting on ſhore 
to their continuing on board; that their duty while their 
comrades were on ſhore, was extremely fatiguing ; for 
beſides the labour of the day, they were conſtantly under 
arms all night to ſecure the. priſoners, whoſe numbers 
exceeded their own, and of whom it was then neceſſary 
tobe extremely watchful, to prevent any attempts they 
might have formed in that critical conjuncture: That 
upon the whole it could not be denied, but that the pre- 
ſence of a ſufficient force on board was as neceſſary to 
the ſucceſs of the enterprize, as the action of the others 
on ſhore, and therefore thoſe who had continued on 
board inſiſted, that they could not be deprived of their 
ſhare of the plunder, without manifeſt injuſtice, - T heſe 
vere the conteſts amongſt our men, which were carried 
on with great heat on both ſides: And tho' the plun- 
der in queſtion was a very trifle, in compariſon of the 
treaſure taken in the place, (in which there was no 
doubt but thoſe on board had an equal right) yet as 
the obſtinacy ot ſailors is not regulated by the import- 
ance of the matter in diſpute, the Commodore thought 
t neceſſary to put a ſtop to this ferment betimes. - And 
accordingly, the morning after our leaving of Paita, he 
ordered all hands upon the quarter-deck, where addreſ- 
ing himſelf to theſe. Who had been detached on ſhore, 
be commended their behaviour, and thanked them for 
their ſervices on that occaſion : But then repreſenting 
to them the reaſons urged, by thoſe, who had continued 
on board, for an equal diſtribution ot the - plunder, he 
told them, that he thought theſe reaſons verf,conglue 

ve, 


plunder from murmuring at this diminution of their 


ſatisfaction of the ſhip's company: Not but there were 
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five, and that the expectations of their comrades, wer 
juſtly founded; and therefore he ordered, that not only 
the men, but all the officers likewiſe, who had been 
employed in taking the place, ſhould produce the whole 
ot their plunder immediately upon the quarter-deck; ang 
that it ſhould be impartially divided amongſt the whole 
crew, in proportion to each man's rank and commiſſion; 
And to prevent thoſe who had been in poſſeſſion of the 


ſhare, the Commodore added, that as an encourage- 
ment to others who might be hereafter employed on like 
fervices, he would give his entire ſhare to be diſtributed 
amongſt thoſe who: had been detached for the attack of 
the place. Thus this troubleſome affair, which if per- 
mitted to have gone on, might perhaps have been at. 
tended with miſchievous conſequences, was, by the 
Commodore's prudence, ſoon appeaſed, to the genen 


ſome few, whoſe ſelfiſh diſpoſitions were uninfluenced 
by the juſtice of this procedure, and who were incapa- 
ble of diſcerning the force of equity, however glaring, 
when it tended to deprive them of any part of what 
they had once got into their hands. ERS? 
This important buſineſs employed the beſt part of the 
day after we came from Parta. And now, at night, hay- 
ing no fight of the Glouceſter, the Commodore ordered 
the ſquadron to bring to, that we might not paſs her in 
the dark. The next morning we again looked out for her, 
and at ten we ſaw a fail, to which we gave chace; and 
at two in the afternoon we came near enough to her to 
diſcover her to be the Glouceſter, with a ſmall veſſel in 
tow. About an hour. after, we were joined by them; 
and then we learned that Captain Michel, in the whole 
time of his cruiſe, had only taken two prizes; one of them 
being a ſmall Snow, whoſe cargo conſiſted | chiefly of 
wine, brandy, and olives in jars, with about 7000ʃ. in 
ſpecie ; and the other a large boat or launch, Which the 
Clouceſter s barge came up with near the ſhore. The pr 
ſoners on board this veſſe] alleged, that they were ve!) 
poor, and that their loading conſiſted only of cotton; 
though the circumſtances in which the barge farprited 


them, ſeemed to infinuate that they were mers ee 
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than they pretended to be; for the Glouceſter's people 
fund them at dinner upon pigeon-pye, ſerved up in 
flver diſhes. However the Officer who commanded the 
barge having opened leveral jars on board to ſatisfy his 
curioſity, and finding nothing in them but cotton, he 
was inclined to believe the account the priſoners gave 
bim: but the cargo way taken into the Glouceſter, 
and there examined more, ſtrictly, they were agreeably 
ſurprized to find, that the whole was a very extraordi- 
rary piece of falſe package; and that there was con- 
cealed amongſt the cotton, in every jar, a conſiderable 


quantity of double doubloons and dollars, to the 


zwount in the whole of near 12.000. This treaſure 
was going to Paita, and belonged to the fame Merchants 
who were the proprietors of the greateſt part of the 
money we had taken there; ſo that had this Boat 


elcaped the Glouceſter, it is probable her cargo would 


have fallen into our hands. Beſides theſe two prizes 
which we have mentioned, the Glouce/ier's people told 
us, that they had been in fight; of two or three other 
ſhips of the enemy which had eſcaped them; and one 
of them we had reaſon to believe, from ſome of our in- 

telligence, was of an immenſe value. | 
Beirg now joined by the Glouceſter and her prize, it 
was retolved that we ſhould ftand to the northward, aud 
make the beſt of our way either to Cape St. Lucas on 
California, oi to Cape Corientes on the coaſt of Mexico. 
Inceed the Commodore, when at Juan Fernandes, had 
determined with himſelf to touch in the ne1ghbourhbcod 
of Fanama, and to endeavour to get ſome. correſpond- 
ence over land with the fleet under the command of 
Aduural Vernon, For when we dtparted from England, 
we left a large force at Portſmouth, which was intended 
to be ſent to the We/!- Indies, thete to be employed in an 
expedition againſt ſome of the Spaniſh ſettlements. And 
Mr. Anſon taking it for granted, that this enterprize had 
ſucceeded, and that Forro Bello might be then garriſoned 
by Britiſh troops, he hoped that on his arrival at the 
[/lbmus, he ſhould eafily procure an intercourſe with our 
countrymen on the other fide, either by the Indians, who 
were greatly diſpoſed in our favour, or even by the Spa- 
mardi themſelves, ſome of whom, for proper rewards, 
| might 
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190 A VOYAGE | 
might be induced to carry on this intelligence, which 
after it was once begun, might be continued with very 
little difficulty; fo that Mr. Anſon flattered himſelſ, tha 
he might by this means have received à reinforcement 
of men from the other ſide, and that by ſettling a pr 
dent plan of operations with our Commanders in the 
Weft-Indies, he might have taken even Panama itſelf 
which would have given to the Britzfh Nation the pol 
ſeſſion of that /fhmus, whereby we ſhould” have been 
in effect maſters of all the treafures of Peru, and thould 
have had in our hands an equivalent for any demands, 
however extraordinary, which we might have been in. 
duced to have made on either of the branches of the 
Houſe of Bourbon. 1 

Such were the projects which the Commodore revolved 
in his thoughts at the Ifland of Juan Fernandes, notwith- 
ſtanding the feeble condition to which he was then re- 
duced. And indeed, had the ſucceſs of our force in 
the Weft- Indies been anſwerable to the general expeQs- 
tion, it cannot be denied but theſe views would haye 
been the moſt prudent that could have been thought of. 
But in examining the papers which were found on 
board the Carmelo, the firſt prize we took, we learnt 
(though I then omitted to mention it) that our attempt 
againſt Carthagena had failed, and that there was no 
probability that our fleet, in that part of the world, 
would engage in any new enterprize, that would at al 
facilitate this plan. And therefore Mr. Anſon ꝑa ve over 
all hopes of being reinforced acroſs the Ibmus, and con- 
ſequently had no inducement at preſent to proceed to 
Panama, as he was incapable of attacking the place; and 
there was great reaſon to believe, that by this time there 
was a general embargo on all the coaſt. 

The only feafible meaſure then which was left us, was 
to get as ſoon as poſſible to the ſouthern parts of Califer 
nia, or to the adjacent coaſt of Mexico, there to cruile for 
the Manilla Galleon, which we knew was' now at fea, 
bound to the port of Acapulco. And we doubted not to get 
on that ftation time enough to intercept her ; for thi 
ſhip does not actually arrive at Acapulce till towards the 
middle of Fanuary, and we were now but in the middle of 


November, and did not conceive that our paſſage Ne 
wo 
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would coft us above a month or five weeks; ſo that a 
-wagined, we had near twice as much time as was ne- 
eſſary for our purpoſe. Indeed there was a buſineſs which 


ve foreſaw would occafion ſome delay, but we flattered 


ourſelves that it would be diſpatched in four or five days, 
and therefore could not interrupt our project. This 
was the recruiting of our water; for the number of 
priſoners we had entertained on board; fince our leav- 
vg the Iſland of Fernandes, had ſo far exhaufted our 
lock, that it was impoſſible to think of venturing upon 
this paſſage to the coaſt of Mexico, till we had procured 
i freſh ſupply ; eſpecially as at Paita, where we had 
ome hopes of getting a quantity, we did not find enou 

for our conſumption during the time we ſtayed there. 
It was for ſome time a matter of deliberation, where we 
ſhould take in this neceffary article; but by confulting 
the accounts of former Navigators, and examining our 
priſoners, we at laſt reſolved for the Ifland of Quibo, 
ſituated at the mouth of the bay of Panama: Nor was 
but on good grounds that the Commodore conceived 
this to be the propereſt place for watering the ſquadron. 
Indeed, there was a ſmall Iſland called Cocos, which was 
leſs out of our way than 2uribo, where ſome of the Buc- 
cancers have pretended they found water; but none of 
our priſoners knew ary thing of it; and it was thought 


loo hazardous to ritque the ſafety of the ſquadron, , 


and expoſe ourſelves to the hazard of not meeting with 
water when we came there, on the mere authority of 
thele legendary writers, of whoſe miſrepreſentations and 
ſalſties we had almoſt daily experience. Beſides, by go- 
Ing to Quibo. we were not without hopes that fome of 
the enemies ſhips bound to or from Panama might fall 
Into our hands, particularly ſuch of them as were pur 


lo ſea, before they had any intelligence of ous ſquadron, 


Having determined therefore to go to Quibo, we di- 
reed our courſe to the northward, being eight fail in 
company, and conſequently having the appearance of a 
very tormidable fleet; and on the 19th, at day break, 
ve diſcovered Cape Blanco, bearing 8. 8. E. + E. ſeven 


miles ciſtant. This Cape lies in the latitude of 4% 15/ 


Youth, and is always made by ſhips bound either to 
Windward or to leeward ; fo that off this Cape is a 
h moſt 
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moſt excellent ſtation to cruiſe upon the enemy. þ 
this time we found that our laſt prize, the Solidad, wy 
far from anſwering the character given her of a good 
ſailer; and ſhe and the Santa Tereſa delaying us onde, 
ably, the Commodore ordered them both to be cleared 
of every thing that might prove uſeful to the reſt of the 
ſhips, and then to be burnt; and having given proper 
inſtructions, and a rendezvous to the Gloucefter and the 
other prizes, we proceeded in our courſe for Yuib; 
and, on the 22d in the morning, ſaw the Iſland of Pla, 
bearing Eaſt, diſtant four leagues. Here one of ou 
prizes was ordered to ſtand cloſe in with it, both to di- 
cover if there were any ſhips between that Iſland andthe 
Continent, and likewiſe to look out tor a ſtream of freſh 
water, which was reported to be there, and which would 
have ſaved us the trouble of going to Quibo; but ſhere- 
turned without having ſeen any ſhip, or finding any wa- 
ter. At three in the afternoon Point Manta bore 8. E. 
by E. ſeven miles diſtant; and there being a town of 
the ſame name in the neighbourhood, Captain Mitchel 
took this opportunity of ſending away ſeveral of his 
1 from the Glouceſter in the Spaniſb launch. The 
oats were now daily employed in diſtributing proviſions 
on board the Tryal's and other prizes, to compleat their 
ſtock for ix months: And that the Centurion might be 
the better prepared to give the Manila ſhip (one of which 
we were told was of an in1menſe fize) a warm reception, 
the Carpenters were ordered to fix eight ſtocks in the 
main and fore-tops, which were properly fitted for the 
mounting of ſwivel guns, 

On the 25th we had a fight of the Iſland of Gall, 
bearing E. S. E. £ E. four leagues diſtant ; and from 
hence we crofſed the bay of Panama with a N. W. 
courſe, hoping that this would have carried us in a di- 
rect line to the Iſland of Quibo. But we afterwards 
found that we ought to have ſtood more to the welt 
ward; for the winds in a ſhort time began to incline 
to that quarter, and made it difficult tor us to gan 
the Iſland, And now after paſſing the equinoQial, 
(which we did on the 22d) and leaving the neighbour- 
hood of the Cordilieras, and ſtanding more and more 
towards the //hmus, where the communication of the 

atmoſphere 
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moſpbere to the eaſtward and the weſtward was no 
longer interrupted, we found in very few days an extra- 
ninary alteration in the cligmte. For inſtead of that 
uniform temperature, where neither the exceſs of beat or 
1d was to be complained of, we had now for fevetal 
ys together cloſe and ſultry weather, reſembling what 
e had before met with on the coaſt of il, and in 
aber parts between the tropics on the eaſtern fide of 
invrica., We had beſides frequent calms, and beavy 
ins ; which we at firſt afcribed to the neighbourhood: | 
if the line, where this kind of weather is generally. 
fund to prevail at all feaſons of the yeary but obſery- 
ng that it attended us to the latitude of ſeven degroes 
orth, we were at length induced to beheve, that the 
ſtormy ſeaſon, or, as the Spaniards call it, the Vande- 
nlls, was not yet over; though many writers, parti» 
cularly Captain Shelwacke, poſitively aſſert, that this ſeu- 
on begins in June, and is ended in November ; and our 
priſoners all affirmed the fame thing. But perhaps its 
nd may not be always conſtant, and it might faſt this 
year longer than ufual. s Mot 
On the 29th, Captain Mixchel having fniſhed the dlear- 
ny of his largeſt prize, the was ſcuttled and ſet on fire z 
but we ſtill conſiſted of five ſhips, and were fortunate 
nough to find them all good ſailors ; ſo that we never 
ccafioned any delay to each other. Being now in a 
any climate,” which we had been long diſuſed to, we 
Jound it neceſſary to caulk the decks and ſides of the Cen- 
Prion, to prevent the rain water from running into her: 
On the 3d of December we had a view of the Iflandof 
dubo; the Eaft end of which then bore from us N. N. 
four leagues diſtant, and the Wand of YQuirane 
N. W. at about the ſame-diſtance. Here we ſtruck 
Round with ſixty-frve fathom of Time, and found the 
ottom to conſiſt of grey ſand, witk black ſpecks. When 
re had thus got ſight of the land, we found the wiad to 
ang wetterly ; and therefore, night coming on, we 
bought it adviſeable to ſtand off tif] morning, as there 
re ſaid to be ſome ſhoals in the eniance of the channel. 
At fix the next morning Point Mariato bore N. E. 4 N. 
hee or four leagues diſtant. | In weathering this point 
il the ſquadron, except = Centurion, were very near 
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it; and the Glouceſter, being the leewardmoſt ſhip, un 
forced to tack and ſtand to the ſouthward, ſo that w 
loſt ſight of her. At nine, the Iſland Sebaco bore N. y 
by N. four leagues diflant ; but the wind ſtill provi 
unfavourable, we were obliged to ply on and off th 
8 twenty-four hours, and were frequently ules 
aback. However, at eleven the next morning, the wind 
happily ſettled in the 8. S. W. and we bore away for thy 
8. S. E. end of the Iſland, and about three in the after. 
noon entered the Canal. Bueno, paſſing round a ſhoal which 
ſtretches off about ewo miles from the South part of the 
Iſland. This Canal Bueno, or Good Channel,' is 1 
leaſt fix miles in breadth; and as we had the wind 
large, we kept in good depth of water, generally fron 
twenty-eight to thirty-three fathom, and came not with. 
in a mile and a half diſtance of the breakers ; though, in 
all probability, if it had been neceſſary, we might hay 
ventured much nearer, without incurring the leaſt dan: 
ger. At ſeven in the evening we came to an anchor in 
thirty-three fathom muddy ground ; the South point of 
the Iſland bearing 8 E. by S. a remarkable high pan 0 
the Iſland W. by N. and the Iſland Sebaco E. by N. ge 
ing thus arrived at the Iſland of Quibo, the account df 
the place, and of our tranſactions there, ſhall be referred 
to the enſuing chapter, | | 


Cn av. VIII. Our proceedings at Quibo, with an at 
count of the place. , 


HE next morning after our coming to an anchor, 

an officer was diſpatched on ſhore to diſcover the 
watcring place, who having found it, returned before 
noon ; and then we ſent the long boat for a load 9 
water, and at the ſame time we weighed and ſtood far: 
ther in with our ſhips. At two we came again tot 
anchor in twenty-two fathom, with a bottom of roug 
gravel intermixed with broken ſhells, the watering plat 
now bearing from us N. W. 4 N. only three quartei 
of a mile diſtant. ob; ; 
This Iſland of Quibo is extremely convenient ſa 
wooding and watering ; for the trees grow cloſe to the 
high-water mark, and a large rapid ſtream of freſh wi- 
ter runs over the ſandy beach into the ſea : So that - 
were little more than two days in laying in all the my 
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ind water we wanted, The whole Iſland is of a very 
moderate height; excepting one part, It conſiſts of a 
continued wood. ſpread over the, whole ſurface of the 
country, which preſerves its verdure all the year round. 
Amongſt the other wood, We found there abundance of 
cafſia and a few, lime- trees. It appeared ſingular to 
us, that conſidering the climate and the ſhelter, we 
ould ſee no other birds there than parrots, parroquets, 
and mackaws ;z indeed of theſe laſt there were prodi- 
zious flights. Next to , theſe birds, the animals we 
found there in moſt plenty were monkeys and guanos, 
and theſe we frequently killed. for, fqod ;, for thoygh 
there were many herds of deer upon the place, yet the 

dificulty of penetrating the woods prevented our comin 
near them, ſo that though we ae. often, 1 killed 
only two during our ſtay,;.,, Our. priſoners aſſured us, 
that this INand abounded with tygers; and we did once 
diſcover the print of a tyger's paw upon the beach, but 
the tygers themſelves, we never ſaw. . The Spaniards too 
informed us, that there was often found in the wood a 
moſt milchie vous ſerpent, called the flying ſnake, which 
they ſaid darted itſelf; from the boughs of trees on either 
man or beaſt that came within us reach; and whoſe 
ſling they believed to be inevitable death. Beſides 
theſe miſchievous land- animals, the ſea hereabouts is 
Infeſted with great numbers of alligators of an extraor- 
dinary fize 3 and we often obſerved a large kind of flat- 
bh, jumping a conſiderable height out of the water, 
which we ſuppoſed to be the ſiſn that is ſaid frequently 
to deſtroy the pearl divers, by claſping them in its fing 
35 they riſe from the bottom; and we were told that 
the divers, for their ſecurity, are now always armed 
with a tharp knite, which, when they are entangled, 
they ſtick into the belly of the fiſh, and thereby diſen- 
gage themſelves from its enibtaces. 
Whilſt the ſhip continued here at anchor, the Com- 
medore, attended by ſome of his officers, went in a 
boat to examine a bay which lay to the northward ; and 
they afterwards ranged all along the eaſtern, fide of the 
ſand. And in the places where they put on ſhore in 
the courſe of this expedition, they generally found the 
ſoil to be extremely rich, and met with great plenty of 
K 2 excellent 


Wide, which ran down a dechvity of near 159 yard 


fine wood; and even the huge maſſes of rock which 


jections, formed the inequalities of the channel, were 
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excellent water. In particular, near the N. E. pow 
of the Mand, they diſcovered a natural caſcade, which 
furpaffed, as they conceived, every thing of this kind; 

ich human art or induſtry hath hitherto produced 
t was à river of tranſparent water, about forty yard 


in length. The channel it ran in was very irregular; 
for x was entirely formed of rock, both its fides and 
bottom being made up of large detached blocks; and 
by theſe the coutfe' of the water was frequently hn. 
terrapted : For in ſome places it ran floping wil + 
rapid but uniform motion, while in other” parts it 
tumbled over the ledges of rocks with a 'petpendicy- 
lar deſcent. All the neighbourhood of this Rreatti'wis 


overtiung the water, and which, by their various pro- 


covered with loſty foreft trees. Whilſt the Commodore, 
and thoſe who were with him, were attentively yiew- 
ing this place, and were remarking the different blend- 
ings of water, the rocks, and the wood; there came 
in fight (as it were with an intent ſtill to heighten and 
animate the profpeR) a prodigious flight of mackaws, 
which hovering over this ſpot, and often wheeling -and 
playing on the wing about it, afforded a moſt britfant 
appearance, by the glittering of the ſun on their vi- 
riegated plumage ; ſo that ſome of the ſpeQators'car- 
not refrain from a kind of tranſport, when they te- 
count the complicated beauties which occurred in ti 
extraordinary water-fall.' | 8 

In this expedition, which the boat made along 'the 
eaſtern fide of the Ifland, though they met with no in- 
habitants, yet they ſaw many huts upon the ſhore, and 
great heaps of ſhells of fine mother of pearl ſcattered up 
and down in different places: Theſe were the remains 
left by the pearl-fiſhers from Panama, who often frequent 
this place in the ſummer ſeaſon; for the pearl oyſten, 
which are to be met with every where in the bay of 
Panama, are fo plenty at Quibo, that by advancing 4 
very little way into the ſea, you might ſtoop down and 
reach them from the bottom. They are uſually ve!) 


large, and out of curioſity we opened ſome of 13 
] 
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with a view of taſting hens by we found . them. ex- 
table. 


nemely tough and unpalatable. And haying mientiongd 
theſe —— and the pearl- fiſnery, I muſt beg leave io 
recite a few particular relating feen einen 
The oyſters maſt productive of pearls are thoſe found 
in conſiderable depths: ;, for hough wh 1 arg taken up 
by wading near ſhore are of the ſame ſpecigs, yet the 
arls found in them are very rare and very ſmall, 
: is ſaid too, that the peas! partakgs in ſome degree 
of the quality of the hattom on Which the oyſter is 
ſound 3 b that if the hotiom be muddy, the peail is dark 
god ill-calourede..,- „„, vis 6 annie bers 0 
The taking up oyſters from, great depths for the ſake 
of the pearls es eaten, is a work performed by Ne- 
gro ſaves, of which the inhabitants of Panama and the 
neighbouring coaſt formerly kept great N which 
were carefully trained io this buſineſs. And theſe are 
lid not to be eſteemed comiplete, divers, till they have 
by degrees been able to protiaRt theit tay unger water ſo 
long, that the blood guſhes out from their, noſe, mouth, 
and ears. And it is the tradition of the country, that 
when this accident has ance befallen them, they dive for 
the future with, greater, facility than before ; and they 
have no apprehenſion euher that any inconyenience can 
attend it, the bleedipg generally ſtopping of itſelf, or 
that there is any probed of their being eyer lager} 
lo it a ſecond time. But to return from Nis digreſſion. 
| Though the pearl oyſter, as bath been ſaid, was 
ncapable of being eaten, yet; the ſea at this place 
ſuniſned us with another dainty, in the greateſt plen- 
ly and perfſedtion:; This was * turtle, of which we 
took bere what quantity we pleaſed. There are gene- 


in- rally reckoned. four ſpecies of turtle; that is, the trunk 
d une, the loggerbead, the hawkſbill, and the green 
up tutle, The two firſt are rank and unwholeſome ; ihe 
ins hawkſbill (which furniſhes the tortoiſe- ſhell} is but indif- 
ent WY {erent ſood, though, betier than the other two; but the 
rs, green turtle is generally eſteemed, by the greateſt, part 
ol of thoſe. who are acquainted . with, its taſte, to be the 
bac delicious of all catables; and that it is a moſt 


nd wholeſame food, we. are amply convinced by our own 
ery erperience: For we ſed on this laſt ſpecies, or the green 
em turtle, 
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up, and 
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turtle, for near four months, and conſequently,” had i 
been in any degree noxjous, its ill effects could'ngi 
poſſibly have eſcaped us. At this Ifland we took what 


quantity we pleaſed with great facility; for as they ate 
an amphibious animal, and get on ſhore to lay ther 


eggs, which they generally depoſit in a large hole in 
the ſand, 1 Ao hi tier dl, WIN them 
| caving them to be hatched by the heat of the 
ſun, we uſually diſperſed feveral of our men along the 
beach, whoſe bufineſs it was to turn them on their back 
when they came to land; and the turtle being thereby 
prevented from getting away, we carried them off at 
bur leiſure: By this means we not only fecured à ſuff. 
cient ſtock for the tithe we ſtayed on the Iſland, but 
we took a number of them with us to fea, which proved 
of great ſervice both in lengthening out our-ftore of 
Froviſion, and in heartening the whoſe crew with an al. 
moſt conſtant ſupply of freſh and palatable food; 'for 
Ht anodes Freed x they generally weighing about 
869; wer ch, thoſe we took with us lafled near 
a'giohth, and by that time we met with a freſti 'recruit 
on the coaſt of Mexico, here we often ſaw them inthe 
heat of the day floatiny'in great numbers on the fur- 
lace of the water faſt aſleep; when we diſcovered them, 
we uſually ſent out our boat with a man in the bow, who 
was a dextrous diver,” and when the boat came within 
a few yards of the turtle, the diver plunged mto the 


water, and took care to 'tife cloſe upon it; and feir- 


ing the ſhell near the tail, and preſſing down the hin- 
der parts, the turtle, when'awakened, began to ftrike 


with its claws, which motion ſupported both it and the 
diver, till the boat came up and took them in. - by 


this management we never wanted turtle for the fuc- 
cee ding four months in which we continued at fea; and 
though, when at Yuibo, we had aheady been three 
months on board, without otherwiſe putting our foot 
on ſhore, than in the few'days'we ſtayed at this Wand 
of Quibo, (except thoſe employed in the attack af 
Paua) yet in the whole ſeven months, from our leav- 
ing Juan Fernandes, to our anchoring in the harbour 

Chequetan, we buried no more in the whole ſquadron 


than two men; a moſt inconteſtable proof, m_ 
| | | turtle. 
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unle, on which we fed for the laſt four months of this 
term, was at leaſt innocent, if not ſomething more. 
Conſidering the ſcarcity of proviſions on ſome part of 
he coaſt of theſe ſeas, it appears wonderful, that a 
ſpecies of food ſo very palatable and ſalubrious as. turtle, 
ind ſo much abounding in thoſe parts, ſhould be pro- 
ſcribed by the Spaniards as unwholeſome, and little leſs 
than poiſonous, Perhaps the ſtrange appearance of 
this animal may have been the foundation of this ridi- 
culous and ſuperſtitious averſion, which. is ſtrongly root- 
e in all the inhabitants of that coaſt, and of which 
we had many inſtances in the courſe of this navigation, 
| have already obſerved, that we put our Spaniſh pri- 
ſoners on ſhore at Paita, and that the Glouceſter lent 
theirs to Manta; but as we had taken in our prizes 
ſome Indian and Negro ſlaves, we did not ſet theſe on 
ſhore with their maſters, but continued them on board, 
25 our crews were thin, to aſſiit in navigating our ſhips. 
Theſe poor people being poſſeſſed with the prejudices 
of the country they came trom, were aſtoniſhed at our 
feeding on turtle, and ſeemed fully perſuaded that it 
would ſoon deſtroy us; but finding that none of us died, 
nor even ſuffered in our health by a continuance of 
this diet, they at laſt got ſo far the better of their aver- 
ſion, as to be perſuaded to taſte it, to which the ab- 
ſence of all other kinds of freſh proviſions might not a 
ltle contribute. However, it was with great reluQance, 
and very ſparingly, that they firſt began to eat of it; 
but the reliſh improving upon them by degrees, they at 
laſt grew extremely fond of it, preferred. it to every 
other kind of food, and often felicitated each other on 
the happy experience they had acquired, and the deli- 
cious and plentiful repaſts it would be always in their 
power to procure, when they ſhould again return back 
to their country. Thoſe who are acquainted with the 
manner of life of theſe unhappy wretches, need not be 
told, that next to large draughts of ſpirituous liquors, 
plenty of tolerable food is the greateſt joy they know, 
and conſequently. the diſcovering a method which would 
aways ſupply them with what quantity they pleaſed, 
of a food more luxurious to the palate than any their 


baughty Lords and Maſters could indulge in, Was _ : 
eſs 
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leſs a circumſtance, which they conſidered the moſt (yr. 
m_ that eould _—_ them. ' 14.286 

| ter this digreſſion, which the prodigious j 
turtle on this Iſland of Quibo, va the | ſore of it . 
thence took to ſea, in forme meaſure led me into, I ſhift 
now return to our own proceedings. 

In three days time we had compleated our buſineh x 
this place, and were extremely impatient to put to ſes 
that we might arrive time enough on the coaſt of Mean 
to intercept the Mazila gateon. But the wind being 
contrary detained us a night, and the next day, when we 
got into the offing (which we did through the fame chan- 
nel by which we entered) we were obhged' to keep bo- 
vering about the Iſfand, in hopes of getting ſight of the 
Glouceſter, who, as J have in the laſt chapter mentioned, 
was ſeparated from us on our. firſt arrival. It was the 
gth of December, in the morning, when we put to ſe, 
and continuing to the ſouthward of the Iſland, lookin 
out for the Glouce/ier, we, on the 10th, at five in the dl. 
ternoon, diſcerned a ſmall ſail to the northward of us, to 
which we gave chace, and, coming up with her, took 
her. She proved to be a bark from Panama, bound to 
Cheripe, an inconhi-lerable village on the Continent, and 
was Called the Jeu Nazareno. She had nothing on board 
but ſome oakum, about a tun of rock-ſalt, and between 
30 and gol. in ſpecie, moſt of it eonfifting of ſmall 
Ziver money, intended for purchaſing a cargo: of prov. 
ſions at Cheripe. 

And en occafion of this prize, I cannot but obſerr; 
for the uſe of future cruiſers, that had we been in want 
of proviſions, we had by this capture an obvious method 
of ſupplying ourfelves. For at Cheripe, whither ſhe was 
bound, there is a conftant ſtore of proviſions, prepared 
for the veſſels who go thither every week from Panama, 
the market of Panama being chiefly ſupplied from thence: 
So that by putting a few of our hands on board our prize, 
we might eaſily have ſeized a large ſtore, without any 
hazard, fince Cheripe is a place of no ſtrength. And as 
proviſions are the ſtaple commodity of that place and 
of its neighbourhood, the knowledge of this circum 
ſtance may be of great uſe to ſuch cruiſers as 


their proviſions grow ſcant, and yet are defirous of con- 
2 tinuing 
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.-17ng on that coaſt as long as poſſible. But to return: 
. 12th of Dicento We wols at | relieved 
fom the perplexity we had ſuffered by the ſeparation 
of the Glauce/zer ; for on that day ſhe joined us, and 
formed us, that in tacking to the ſouthward, on our 
fit arrival, ſhe had ſprung her fore-top-maſt, which 
had diſabled ber from working to windward, and E 

rented her from joining us ſooner, And now we ſeut 

tled and ſunk the Jeſu Nazezeno, the prize, we took laſt ; 
and having the | Soi impatience ro Is into 4 proper 
ſation for the galeog, we ſtood altogether to the weft- 


ward, leaving the Ifland of Puibs notwithſtanding alt 
the impediments we met with) in about nine days aſter 
our firſt coming in fight of it, | 


Cnay. IX. From Quibo t© the coaff of Mexico. 


N the 1ath of December we ſtood 'from Quibs to 
the weſtward, and the ſame day the Commodore 
delivered freſh inſtructions to the Captains of the men of 
war, and the commanders of our prizes, appointing 
them to the rendezvouſes they were to make, and the 
courſes they were to ſteer in cafe of a ſeparation. And 
firſt they were directed to uſe all poſſible diſpatch in 
getting to the northward of the harbour of Acapulco, 
where they were to endeavour to fall in with the land, 
between the latitudes of 18 and 19 degrees; from thence, 
they were to beat up the coaſt at eight ot ten leagues 
diſtance from the ſhore, till my ö a-breaft of Cape | 
Cirientes, in the latitude of 209: 0% When they ar- 
ved there, they were to continue cruifiig on that ſta- 
tion till the »4th of February; and then they wete to 
proceed to the middle of the Iſfind of the Tres Mariar, 
iu the latitude of 24®: 25% bearing from Cape Corientes 
N. W. by N. twenty-five leagues diſtant. And if at this 
land they did not meet the , Commodore, they were 


there to recruit their wood and water, 4nd then to make 
the beſt of their way to the Ifſagd of Matas, on the 
coaſt of China, Theſe orders being diſtributed 10 all 
the ſhips, we bad Ituye doubt of arriving foon upon our 
mtended ſtation, as we expeQed, upon the encreafing 
our offing from Quibo, to fall in with the regular tradt 
R wind. 


_— * A ; , — j N P 
4 Ars 4 os” WIT - FR 2.2 222 2 % 


4 ju mY 4 a a th 4 | 
1 N 1 * E | 9 . ” 
2 3 3 - », \ . I - "I n * * D 1 « PO 88 _ * BY $3 hos, 4 4 
ﬀ hv c I = a. N he — , * 8 ys - 18 N 9 . OC / W / APA e * * A * 
a _ * 4 3 , 1 n ö 8 * Ad. * * * * 3 —- — E 
A is | . 8 p it . » 2 * he a. 8 
4 _— 1 * £2" > 
”% 


202 = 4A VOYAGE 5.1 | 


wind. But, to gur extreme vexation, we were baffled 
for near a month, either with tempeſtuous weather from 
the weſtern quatter, or with dead calms and heayy 
rains, attended with a ſultry. air: fo that it was the 
25th, of December before we got a ſight of the Iſland cf 
Cocos, which by our reckoning was only a hundred 
leagues ſrom the Continent z. and we had the moitifice. 
tion to make ſo little way, that we did not loſe fight of i 
again in five days. This Iſland we found to be in the 
E * latitude of 5% 20/ North. It has a high hummock 
towards the weſtern part, which deſcends gradually, arg 
at laſt terminates in a low point to the. eaſtward, Prow 
the Iſland of Cocos we ſtood W. by N. and were till the 
th of January in running an bundred leagues mote, 
e had at firſt flattered ourſelves, that the uncertain 
weather and weſtern gales we met with were owing to 
the neighbourhood of the Continent, from which, as we 
po! more diſtant, we expected every day to be relieved, 
y falling in with the eaſtern trade-wind ; But as our 
hopes were ſo long baffled, and our patience quite ex 
hauſted, we began at length to deſpair of ſucceeding 
in the great purpoſe we had in view, that of intercept 
ing the Manila galeon; and this produced a general de- 
jection amongſt us, as we had at firſt conſidered thispro- 
ject as almoſt infallible, and had indulged ourſelves in the 
moſt boundleſs hopes of the advantages we ſhould thence 
receive. However, our deſpondency was at laſt ſome: 
what alleviated, by a favourable change of rhe wind; 
for, on the Qth of, January, a gale, for the fff tne, 
ſprung up ſrom the N. E. ard on this we took the Car- 
mela in tow, as the Glouceſter did the Carmin, making 
all the fail we could to how the advantage, for we 
ſtill ſuſpected that it was only a temporary gale, which 
would not laſt long; but the next day we had the fatil- 
faction to find, that the wind did not only continue in 
the ſame quarter, but blew with ſo much briſkneſs and 
ſteadineſs, that we now no longer doubted of its being 
the true trade-wind. And as we advanced a-pace to- 
F wards our tation, our hopes began to revive, and our 
former deſpair by degrees gave place to more ſanguine 
prejudices : For though the cuſtomary ſeaſon, of the 
arrival of the galeon at Acapulco was already elapſed, yet 
we 
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we were by this time unreaſonable enough to flatter our- 
ſelyes, that ſome accidental delay might, for our advan- 
age, lengthen out her paſſage beyond its uſual limits. 
When we got into the trade-wind, we found no alte- 
ration in it ul the 17th of January, when we were ad- 
vanced to the latitude of 129 : 500, but on that day it 
ſiſted to the weſtward of the North: This change we 
imputed to our having haled up too ſoon, though we 
then eſteemed ourſelves full ſeventy leagues from the 
coaſt, which plainly ſhews, that the trade-wind doth 
not take place, but at a conſiderable diſtance: from the 
Continent. After this, the wind was not ſo. favourable 
t0 us as it had been: However, we ftill- continued to 
advance, and, on the-abth of January, being then to 
the northward of Acapulco, we tacked and ſtood to the 
eaſtward, with a view of making the land, ® 
In the preceding fortnight we caught ſome turtle on 
the ſurface of the water, and ſeveral dolphins, bonitos, 
and albicores. One day, as one of the ſail-maker's 
mates was fiſhing from the end of the gib-boom, he. 
loſt his hold and dropped into the ſea; and the ſhip, 
which was then going at the rate of fix or ſeven, knots, 
went direQly over him: But as we had the Carmelo 
in tow, we inſtantly called out to the people on board 
her, who threw him over ſeveral ends of ropes, one of 
which he fortunately caught hold of, and twiſting it 
round his arm, they haled hiw into the ſhip, without his 
having received any other injury than a wrench in his 
um, of which he ſoon recovered. inn 
When, on the 26th of January, we ſtood to the eaſt- 
ward, we expected, by our reckonings, to have fallen 
in with the land on the 28th; but though the weather 
was perfectly clear, we had no fight of it at ſun-ſet, and 
therefore we continued on our courſe, not doubting but. 
we ſhould ſee it by che next morning. About ten at 
night we diſcovered a light on the larboard bow, bear- 
ing from us N. N. E. The Tryal's prize too, who was 
about a mile a-bead of us, made a ſignal at the fame 
time for ſeeing a fail; and as we had none of us any 
doubt but what we ſaw was a ſhip's light, we were all 
extremely animated with a firin perſuaſion, that it was 
ide Manila galeon, which had been ſo long the obj. 
| of 


- ad. Scaw. as 
4.8 2 y 4 
»— 2 R_z 


C1 
* : a 5 > 
. N * [1 "+ . 
. 1 0 * 
— SOT * ita * 


r da £1 £00 
SA & idaho” 


19 7 FRY 
PSY 


as HO STATE NE 


of our wiſhes + And what added to our alacrity, wa, 
our expeftation of meeting with two of them inſtead of 
one, for we took it for granted, that the light in view 
way carried in the top of one ſhip for a direction 10 
her conſort. We inmediately caft off the Carmu 
and preſſed forward with all our canvaſs, making a 
nal for the Glouceſter to do the ſame. Thus we chaſed 
the hight, keeping all out hands at their reſpective quar- 
ters, undef an expectation of engaging in the next half 
hour, as we ſometimes conceived the chace to be about 
a mile diſtant, and at other times to be within reach of 
our guns ; and ſome on board us poſitively averred, 
that beſides the light, they could plainly diſcern her 
fails. The Commodore himſelf was fo fully perſuaded 
that we fhould be ſoon along - ſide of her, that he ſent 
for his firſt Lieutenant, who commanded between decks, 
and directed him to ſee all the great guns loaded with 
two round-ſhot for the firſt broadſide, and after that 
with one round-ſhot and one grape, ſtriQly charging 
him, at the ſame time, not to ſuffer a gun io be hred, 
till he, the Commodore, ſhould give orders, which he 
informed the Lieutenant would not be till we arrived 
within piſtol-ſhot of the enemy. In this conftant and 
eager attention we continued all night, always preſum- 
ing that another quarter of an hour would bring us up 
with this Manila ſhip, whoſe wealth, with that of her 
ſuppoſed conſort, we now eſtimated by round millions. 
But when the morning broke, and day-hght came on, 


. we were moſt ſtrangely and vexatiouſſy difappoimed, 
by finding that the light, which had occaſioned all this 


buſtle and expectancy, was only a fire on the ſhore. la- 
deed the circumſtances of this deception are fo extraor- 
dinary as to be ſcarcely credible; for, by our run dur- 
ing the night, and the diftance of the land in the morn- 
ing, there was no doubt to be made but this fire, when 
we firſt diſcovered it, was above twenty-five leagues from 
us: And yet I believe there was no perſon on board, 
who doubted of its being a ſhip's light, or of its being 
gear at hand. It was indeed upon a very high moun- 
tain, and continuing burning for ſeveral days afterwards; 
it was not a vulcano, but rather, as I ſuppoſe, ſt 
or heath ſet on fire for ſome purpoſe of agriculture. 4 
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At ſun-rifing, after this _— dejufion, we found 
ourſelves about nine leagues off the land, which ex- 
tended from the N. W. to E AN. On this land we oh- 

Greed two remarkable hummiocks, ſuch as are uſually 
called paps, which bore North from us: Theſe a Spaniſh 
pilot and two Indians, who were the only perſons amongſt 
us that pretended to have traded in this part of the 
world, affirmed to be over the harbour of Acanuce In- 
deed, we very much doubted their knowledge of the 
coaſt ; for we found theſe paps to be in the fatitude of 
1: 56, whereas thoſe over Acapulco are ſaid to be in 
17 degrees only; and we afterwards found our ſuſpi- 
cions of their kill to be well grounded: However, 


they were very confident, and affured us, that the height - Þ 


of the mountains itſelf was an infallible mark of the 
harbour ; the coaſt, as they pretended, (though falfly) be- 
ing generally low to the eaſt ward and weſt ward of it. 
And now being in the track of the Manila galeon, 
it was a great doubt with us, (as it was near the end of 
January) whether ſhe was or was not arrived ;. but ex- 
amizing our priſoners about it, they affured us, that 
the was ſometimes known to come in after the middle 
of January; and they endeavoured to per ſuade us, that 
the fire we had ſeen on ſhore was a proof that the was 
yet at ſea, it being cuſtomary, as they ſaid, to make uſe 
of theſe fires as ſignals for her direction, when ſhe con- 
tinued longer out than ordinary. On this inforination, 
ſtrengthened by our propenſity to believe them in a mat- 
ter which ſo pleaſingly flattered our wiſfres, we relolved 
to cruiſe for her ſome days; and we accordingly ſpread 
our ſhips at the diſtance of twelve leagues from the coaſt, 
in ſuch a manner, that it was impoſſible ſhe ſhould paſs 
us unobſerved > However, not ſeeing het ſoon, we were 
a intervals inclined to ſuſpect that ſhe had gained ber 
port already; and as we now began to want a harbour 
to refreſh our people, the uncertaintx of our preſent 
ſuuation gave us great uneafineſs ; and we were very ſo- 
licitous to get ſome poſitive intelligence, which might 
either fer us at liberty to conſult our neceſſities, if the 
galeon was arrived; or might animate us to continue on 
our preſent cruiſe with cheerfulneſs, f the was not.. 
With this view the Commodore, after our 


priſoners 
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priſoners very particularly, reſolved to ſend a boat un. 
der colour of the night, into the harbour of Acapuly 
to ſee if the Manila ſhip was there or not, one of the 
Indians being very poſitive that this might be done with. 
out the boat itſelf being diſcovered. To execute this 
project the barge was diſpatched the 6th of. February 
with a ſufficient crew and two officers, who took with 
them a Spaniſh Pilot, and the Indian who had inſiſted on 
the praQticability of this meaſure, and had undertaken 
to conduct it. Our barge did not return to us again til 
the eleventh, when the officers acquainted Mr. Anſon, 
that, agreeable to our ſuſpicion, there was nothing like 
a harbour in the place where the Spaniſh Pilots had at 
firſt aſſerted Acapulco to lie; and when they had ſatisfed 
themſelves in this particular, they ſteered to the eaſt. 
ward, in hopes of diſcovering it, and had coaſted along 
ſhore thirty-two leagues; that in this whole range they 
met chiefly with ſandy beaches of a great length, over 
which the ſea broke with ſo much violence, that it was im- 
poſſible for a boat to land; that at the end of their run, 
they could juſt diſcover two paps at a very great diſtance 
to the eaſtward, which from their appearance and- their 


| latitude, they concluded to be thoſe in the neighbourhood 


of Acapulco ; but that not having a ſufficient quantity of 
freſh water and proviſion for their paſſage: thither and 
back again, they were obliged to return to the Commo- 
dore, to acquaint him with their diſappointment... On 


this intelligence we all made fail to the eaſtward, in or- 
der to get into the neighbourhood of that port, the Com- 


modore reſolving to ſend the barge a ſecond. time upon 
the ſame enterpiize, when we were arrived within a mo- 


derate diſtance. And the next day, which was the 12th 


of February, we being by that time conſiderably ad. 
vanced, the barge was again diſpatched, and particukt 
inſtructions given to the officers to preſerve themſelves 


from being ſeen from the ſhore. On the 13th we eſpied 
a high land to the eaſtward, which we firſt imagined to 


be that over the harbour of Acapulco, but we afterwards 


found that it was the high land of Spratt where 
there is a ſmall harbour, of which we 
ſion to make more ample mention hereafter. And now, 


all have occa- 


having waited fix days without any news of our barge, 
; we 
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we began to be uneaſy for her ſafety ; but, on the 5th 
day, that is, on the 19th of February, the returned. The 
officers informed the Commodore, that they had dif- 
covered the harbour of Acapulco, which they eſteemed 
o bear from us E. 8. E. at leaſt fifty leagues diſtant”: 
That on the 17th, about two in the morning, they were 
cot within the Iſland that lies at the mouth of the har- 
bour, and yet neither the Spaniſh Pilot nor the Indian 
who were with them, could give them any information 
where they then were; but that while they were then 
lying upon their oars in ſuſpenſe what to do, being ig- 
norant that they were then at the very place they ſought 
for, they diſcerned a ſmall light upon the ſurface of the 
water, on which they inſtantly plied their paddles, and 
moving as filently as poflible towards it, they found it 
to be in a fiſhing canoe, which they ſurprized, with three 
Negroes that belonged to it. It ſeems the Negroes at 
firſt attenipted to Jump overboard, and being ſo near the 
land, they would eaſily have ſwam to ſhore ; but they 

were prevented by preſenting a piece at them, on which 
they readily ſubmitted, and were taken into the barge. 
The officers further added, that they had immediately 


turned the canoe adrift W the face of a rock, wheie 


it would inevitably be daſhed to pieces by the fury of the 
ſea : This they did to deceive thoſe who perhaps might 
be ſent from the town to ſearch after the canoe z for up- 
on ſeeing ſeveral pieces of a wreck, they would imme- 
diately conclude that the people on board had been 
drowned, and would have no ſuſpicion of their having 
fallen into our hands, When the crew of the barge had 
taken this precaution, they exerted their utmoſt ſtrength 
in pulling out to fea, and by dawn of day had gained 
ſuch an offing, as rendered it impoſſible for them to be 
ſeen from the coaſ. 17 

And now having gotten the three Negroes in our pof- 
ſeſſion, who were not ignorant of the tranſactions at Aca- 
pulco, we were ſoon ſatisfied about the moſt material points 
which had long kept us in ſuſpenſe : And on examination 
we found that we were indeed diſappointed in our ex- 
pectation of intercepting the galeon before her atrival 


ast Acapulco; but we learnt other circumſtances which 


ſtill revived our hopes, and which, we then conceived, 
would more than balance the opportunity we had al- 
| ready 
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ready loſt ; For tho our Negroe priſoners, informed » 
that the galeon an ived at Acepu/ce on our Rh of Jaw, 
ary, which was about eh days, before we fell z 
with this coaſt, yet they at the fame time told us, thy 
the galeon delivered her cargoe, and was taking in un. 
ter and proviſions for her return, and that the Wow 
of Mexico had, by proclamation, 7 | her departyy 
fram Acapulco to my 14th of March, V. S. This la 
news was wot joyfully 921407 by vs, as we had wy 
doubt but the muſt certajoly, fall into our bands, andy 
it was much more eligible to feize her on her retwy, 
than it would have been to have taken her before he 
arrival, as the ſpecies, for which ſhe, bad fold her cy. 
5855 and which ſhe would now have on board, would 

progigtoufly more to be eſteemed by us than the car. 
go itſelf; great part of which would have periſhed on 
our hands, and no part of it could have been diſpoſed of 
by us at ſo pub Dis a mart as Acapulco. 

Thus we were a ſecond time engaged in an. eager ex 
pectation of meeting with this Manila ihip, which, by 
the fame: of its wealth, we had been taught to confide 
as the moſt defirable prize that was to be met with in 
any part of the globe. As all our future project all 
be in ſome ſort regulated with a view io the poſſeſlon 
of this celebrated galeon, and as the commerce which 
is carried on by means of theſe veſſels between the cily 
of Manila and the por i of Acapuleg is perhaps the mol 
valuable, in proportion to iis quantity, ef ahy. in the 
known world, I thall-eadeayour, in the. enſuing chapie, 
to gire as diſtinct an account as can of all. the pal. 
culars relating thereto, both as it i a matter in hich 
conceive the public to be in ſome degree intereſted, 
and as I flatter myſelf, that from the mater jals which 
have fallen into my hands, I am enabled to deſcribe i 


with more diſtinQoeſs than has hitherto been done, it 


leaſt in our language. 12148 


Cnar. X. An accqunt of the commerce carried gn hetuey 
the city of Manila oz the Land +4 Luconia, and dt. 
ef Acapulco an ihe coaſt of Mexico; |, = 


' A OUT the end of the 425 century and the be 
ginning of the 16th, the diſcovery of den 
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and of new branches of commerce was the reigning paſſi- 
on of ſeveral of the European Princes. But thoſe who 
engaged moſt deeply and fortunately in theſe purſuits 
were the Kings of Spain and Portugal; the firſt of theſe 
having diſcovered the immenſe and opulent Continent of 
America and its adjacent Iflands ; whilſt the other, by 
doubling the Cape of Good: Hope, had opened to his fleets 
z paſſage to the ſouthern coaſt of Afa, uſually called the 
Eoft-Indies, and by his ſettlements in that part of the globe, - 
became poſſeſſed of many of the manufaQures and natu- 
al productions with which it abounded, and which, for 
ſome ages, had been the wonder and delight of the more 
pohſhed and luxurious part of mankind. ' © 
In the mean time, theſe two Nations of Spain and 
Portugal, who were thus proſecuting the fame views, 
though in different quarters of the world, grew extreme- 
y jealous of each other, and became apprehenſive of 
mutual encroachments. And therefore to quiet their 
jealouſies, and to enable them with more tranquillity to 
purſue the propagation of the Catholic Faith in theſe 
diſtant countries, (they having both of them given diſtin- 
guiſhed marks of their zeal for their mother church, — 
their butchery of innocent Pagans) Pope Alrrander VI. 
granted to the Spaniſb Crown the property aad doininion 
of all places, either already diſcovered, or that ſhould be 
diſcovered an hundred leagues to the weſtward of the 
Iſlands of Acores, leaving all the unknown countries to 
the eaſtward of this limit, to the induſtry and future diſ- 
quſition of the Portugueſe : And this boundary being af= 
ter wards removed two hundred and fifty leagues more to 
the weltward, by the agreement of both Nations, it was 
unagined that by this regulation all the ſeeds of future 
conteſts were ſuppreſſed. For the Spaniards preſumed, 
that the Portugueſe would be hereby prevented from 
meddling with their colonies in America: And the For- 
tugueſe ſuppoſed that their Eaſi-Indian fettlements, and 
particularly the Spice Iſlands, which they had then new. 
ly diſcovered, were ſecured from any future attempts of 
the Spaniſh Nation. | 4 494% 2039 24 
But it ſeems the infallibility of the Holy Father had, 
on this occaſion, deſerted him, and for want of being 
more converſant in geography, he had not foreſeen that 
= ide 
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the Spaniards, by puſhing their diſcoveries to the Wel, 
and the Portugueſe to the Eaſt, might at laſt meet wil 
each other, and be again embroiled ; as it actually hay 
pened within a few years afterwards. + For Frederic 
Magellan, who was an officer in the King of Portuga} 
ſervice, having received ſome diſguſt from that Coun, 
either by the defalcation of his pay, or by having hy 
parts, as he conceived, too cheaply conſidered, he enter- 
ed into the ſervice of the King of Spain ; and being 
it appears a man of ability, he was very deſirous «f 
ſignal:zing his talents by ſome enterprize, which might 
prove extremely vexatious to his former Maſters, and 
might teach them to eſtimate his worth by the greatneß 
of the miſchief he brought upon them, this being the 
moſt obvious and natural turn of all fugitives, and more 
eſpecially of thoſe, who, being really men of-capacit, 
have quitted their country by reaſon of the ſmall account 
that has been made of them. Magellan, in purſuance 
of theſe vindiQtive views, knowing that the HFrtigueſ 
Court conſidered their poſſeſſion of the ſpice iſlands a 
their moſſ important acquiſition in the Eaft- Indies, refoly- 
ed with himſelf to inſtigate the Court of Spain to an en- 
terprize, which, by ſtill puſhing their diſcoveries, would 
give them a right to-interfere both in the property and 
commerce of thoſe renowned Portugueſe ſettlements; and 
the King of Spain approving ot this project, Magellan, 
in the year 1519, ſet fail from the port of Seil, in or- 
der to carry this enterprize into execution, He had with 
him a conſiderable force, conſiſting of five ſhips and two- 
hundred and thirty-four men, with which he ftood for 
the coaſt of South America, and ranging along the ſhore, 
he at laſt, tcwards the end of October 1520, had the 
good fortune to. diſcover thoſe Streights, which have 
nce been denominated from him, and which = 
him a paſſage into the Pacific Ocean. And this firſt part 
of his ſcheme, being thus happily accompliſhed, he, a 
ter ſome ſtay on the coaſt of Peru, ſer fail again to the 
weſtward, with a view of falling in with the ſpice iſlands 
In this extenſive run he firſt diſcovered the Ladrones ot 
Marian Iſlands ; and continuing on his courſe, he at length 
reached the Philippine Iſlands, which are the moſt eaſtern 
part of Afia, where, venturing on ſhore in an hoſtile 
manner, and ſkirmithing with the Indians, he was _ 
By 
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By the death of Magellan, the original project of ſe- 
ing ſome! of the ſpice iſlands was defeated ; for thoſe 
do were left in the command, contented themſelves with 
oging through then, and puichaſing ſome ſpices from 
the natives ; after which they returned home round the 
Cape of Good Hope, being the firſt ſhips Which had ever 
ſurtounded this terraqueous globe j and) thereby demon- 
rated, by a palpable experiment obvious to the groſſelt 
and moſt vulgar capacity, the reality of its long diſputed 
ſpherical figurmmeee Rüge 

But though Spain did not hereby acquire the property 
of any of the ſpice iſlands, yet the diſcovery made in this 
expedition of the Fhilippine Iflands, was thought too con- 
ſderable to be neglected; for theſe were not far diſtant 
from thoſe. places which produced ſpices, and were very 
well ſituated for the Chineſe trade, and for the commerce 
of other parts of India; and therefore a communication 
was ſoon. eſtabliſhed, and carefully ſupported between 
theſe lands and the Spaniſh. colonies on the coaſt of 
fr : So that the city, of Manila, (which was built on 
the INand of Luconia, the chief of the Philippinies) ſoon 


became the matt for all Indian commodities, which were 
boughtc up by the inbabitants, and were annually ſent 
o the South- Seas to be there vended on their account; 
and the return of this commerce to Manila being prin- 


— 


cipally made in ſilver, the place by degrees, ou extreme- 


opulent and conſiderable, and its trade ſo far encreaſ- 
ed, as to engage the attention of the Court of Sin. and to 
be frequently controlled and regulated by royal edicts. 
In the infancy of this trade, it was carried on from the 
port of Callas to the City of Manila, in which voyage 
he trade-· wind continually: favoured them: ſo that not- 
vithſtanding theſe places wete diſtant between three and 
four thouland leagues, yet the voyage was often made in 
little more than two months: But then the return from 
Manila was extremely troubleſome. and tedious, and is 
ſaid to have ſometimes taken them up above a twelve · 
wonth, which, if they pretended to ply up withio the If: 
mits of the trade- wind, is not at all to be wordered at; 
and it is aſſerted, that in their firſt voyages they were ſo 
prudent and unſkilful as to attempt this courſe; How- 
ever, 


na Aron ADL 


ever, that route was ſoon laid aſide by the advice; as it ; 
ſaid, of a Jeſuit, who perſuaded them tafteer to the north, 
ward till they got clear of the trade winds, and then by 
the favour of the weſterly winds, which generally py, 
vail in high latitudes, to ſtretch away for the coaſt; 
California, This has been the practice for at leaſt a hm 
dred and ſixty years paſt': Por Sir Thomas Cue, i 
the year 1586. engaged off the ſouth end of -California1 
vefſel bound from Manila to the American coaſts And it wy 
in compliance with this new plan of navigation, and iy 
ſhorten the run both backwards and forwards, that the 
ſtaple of this commerce to and trom Manila was remone 
from Callas on the coaſt of Fra, to the port of Acapules on 
the coaſt of Mexizo, where it continues fixed at this time. 
Such was the commencement, and ſuch were the early 
regulations of this commerce; but its /prefent [condition 
_ a much more intereſting ſubjeQ, I awlt beg leave i 
dwell longer on this head, and to be indulged in a mon 
parlicular narration, beginning with a deſcription of the 
Iſland of Laconia, and af the port and bay of Manila: 
The Ifland of Luconin, though ſuuated in the latitude 
of 156 North, is eſteemed in general: to be extremely hezþ 
thy, and the water, that is found upon it, is ſaid to be the 
beſt in the world: It produces all the fruits of the wan 
climates, and abounds in a moſt excellent breed of horſes, 
ſuppoſed to be carried thither firſt fromm Spain : It is very 
well fituated for the Indian and Chinefe trade; and the bay 
and port of Manile, which lies on its weſtern: fide, is per- 
haps the moft remarkable on the whole globe, the bay 
being a large circular baſon, near ten leagues in diame. 
ter, and ꝑteat part of it entirely land · locked. On the eal 
ya of this bay ftands the city of Manila, which is very 
lirge and populous ; and which, at the beginning of thi 
war, was only an open place, its principal defence con. 
ing in a ſmall fort, which was in a great meaſure ſuf 
rounded on every fide: by houſes ; but they have lately 
made conſiderable additions to its fortifications, though 
I have not yet learnt in what manner The port, pecu- 
liar to the city, is called Cabite, and lies near to leagues 
to the ſouthward ; and ia this port all the ſhips employed 
in the Acapulco trade are uſually ſtationed. The 
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The city of Manila itſelf is in a very healthy ſituation; 
orth, well watered, and is in the neighbourhood of a very 
0 ol and plentiful country 4, but as the principal huſi- 
Fes of this place is its trade to Acapulco, it lies under 
bene diſadvantage, from the diffcuhy there is in getting 
o ſea to the eaſtward: For the paſſage is among iſlands 
ind through channels Where the Spaniards, by reafon of 
heir unſkilfuleſs in marine affairs, waſte much time, and 
ue often in great danger. 

The trade carried on from this place to China and dif 
ferent parts of Judia, is principally for ſuch commadities 


$ it i 


va. are intended to fupply'the Kingdoms of Mexico:and 
da ,. Thefe ate ſpices, all forts. of Chineye/\filks: and 
1 nanufactutes z particularly ſilk ſtoekings, of which I bare 
ar beard that no leſs than fifty thouſand pair were the uſua 


uon zumber ſhipped on board the annual ſhip ; vaſt quan- 
mies of Indian ſtuffs, as callicoes and chints, which are 
th nuch worn in America, together with other minuter 
ticles, as gold{mith's works. &. which is prineipally 
ee at the city of Manila itſelf by the Chineſe; for jt is 
d there are at leaſt twenty. thouſand Chineſe Who on- 
th ſantly reſide there, either as ſexvants, manufacturers, 
"WY cr brokers. All theſe different commodities are collect - 
my CL Manila, thence to be tranſported annually in one 
9 - oy ſhips, to the port of Acapulco, in the Kingdom 
H o. 101 69 zee 

WY But this trade to Aapulto is not laid open to all the in- 
„ babitants of Manila, but is confined by very particular re · 
d zulations, ſomewhat, analogous to thoſe by which the 


1 rade of the regiſter ſhips from Cadiz to the V | 
| s reſtrained, - The ſhips employed herein are found by 
ul the King of Spain, who pays the officers and crew; and 


the tunnage is divided into a certain number of bales, all 
of the ſame ſize : Theſe are diſtributed amongft the Con- 
rents at Manila, but principally to the Jeſuits, as a dona» 
ton for the Support of their miſſions for the propaga· 
tion of the Catholie Faith; and theſe Convents have 
hereby a right to embark ſuch. a quantity of goods on 
board the Manila ſhip, as the tunnage of their bales 
amounts to; or if they chuſe not to be concerned in trade 
tbenſelves, they have the power of ſelling this privilege ' 
to others; and as the Merchants to whom grant 
their ſhares are often unprovided of a ſtock, it 1s * 
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for the Convents to lend them conſideruble ſums ; 
mT 41 #7 ban Dory 


money on bottomry. 


The trade is by the royal edicts limited to a cent 
value, which the annual cargo ought not to exceed 
Some Saniſb manuſcripts,” I have ſeen, mention this . 
mitation to be 600,000 dollars; but the annual cargo 
does certainly ſurpaſs. this ſum; and though jt may de 
difficult to fix its exact value, yet from many comps. 
riſons I conclude that the return cannot be Ffeatly ſhort 
of three millions'of dollar... 

It is ſufficiently obvious, that the greateſt part of th 
treaſure returned from Acapulco to Manila, does not n. 


main in that place, but is again diſperſed into different 


parts of India. And as all European Nations ha ve gene- 
rally eſteemed it good policy to keep their American ſel. 
tlements in an immediate dependence on their mother 
country, without permitting them to carry on direct) 
any gainful traffic with other powers, theſe conſiders 
tions have occaſioned many remonſtrances to be preſented 
to the Court of Spain againſt the Indi an trade, hereby 
allowed to the Kingdoms of Peru and Mexiro; it häng 
been urged that the ſilk manufactures of Valencia 10 
other parts of Spain are hereby greatly prejudiced, and 
the linens carried from Cadis are much injured 1n their 
ſale : fince the Chineſe ſilks coming almoſt*direRly to 
Acapulco, can be afforded much cheaper there than any 
European ma nufactures of equal goodneſs ; and the cui. 
tons from the Coromandel coaſt, make the European linens 
almoſt uſeleſs. So that the Manila trade renders! both 
Mexico and Peru leſs dependent upon Spain for a ſupply 
of their neceſſities than they ought to be; and'exhaull 
thoſe countries of a conſiderable quantity of filver, the 
greateſt part of which, were this trade prohibited, would 
center in Spain, either in payment for Spaniſb coinmod- 
ties, or in gains to the Spaniſh Merchant; whereas now 
the only advantage which ariſes from it, is the enriching 


the Jeſuits and a few particular perſons beſides, at the 


other extremity of the world. Theſe arguments did ſ 
far influence Don Joſepb Patinho, who was then prime Mr 
niſter, but an enemy to the Jeſuits, that about the pen 
1725, he had reſolved to aboliſh this trade, and to have 
permitted no Indian commodities to be introduced - 

a 1 
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ny of the Spaniſþ ports in the Weſt-Indies, but what were 


carried there in the regiſter ſhips from Europe. But the 
powerful intrigues of the Jeſuits: prevented this regula- 
ton from taking place. D 044 k1y. 6) % 0: 
This trade from Manila to Acapulco and back again, is 
uſually carried on in one or at moſt two annual ſhips, 
which ſet fail from Manila about July, and arrive at 
fcapulco in the December, January or February following, 
and having there diſpoſed of their effects, return for 
Manila ſome time in March, where they generally ar- 
live in June; ſo that the whole voyage takes up very 
near an entire year: For this reaſon, though there is 
often no more than one ſhip employed at a time, yet there 
is always one ready for the ſea when the other arrives; 
and therefore the commerce at Manila are provided with 
three or four ſtout ſhips, that, in caſe of any accident, 
the trade may not be ſuſpended. The largeſt of theſe 
ſhips, whoſe name I have not learnt, is deſcnbed as little 
les than one of our firſt. rate men of war, and indeed 
ſhe muſt be of an enormous fize ; for it is known, that 
when the was employed with other ſhips from the ſame 
port, to cruiſe for our China trade, ſhe had no leſs than 
twelve hundred men on-board. Their other ſhips, though 
far inferior in bulk to this, are yet ſtout large veſſels, of 
the burthen of twelve hundred tons and upwards, and 
uſually carry from three hundred and fifty to ſix hun- 
cred hands, paſſengers included, with fifty odd guns. 
As theſe are all King's ſnips commiſſioned and paid by 
him, there is uſually one of the Captains, who is ſtiled 
the General, and who carries the royal flandard ' of 
Hain at the main-top-gallant-maſt-head, as we ſhall 
more particularly obſerve; hereafter. 38 
And now having deſeribed the port of Manila and 
the ſhipping they employ, it is neceſſary to give a 
more circumſtantial detail of their navigation. The 
ſhip having received her cargo on board, and being 
bited for lea, generally weighs from the mole of Cabite 
about the middle of July, taking the advantage of the 
weſterly monſoen, which then ſets in, to carry them 
to ſea. It appears from what I have before obſerved, 
that the getting through the Iſlands to the eaſtward 
muſt be a troubleſome navigation, and, in fact, it is 
| ſometimes 
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ſounetimts the end of Anguſt before they get clear of the 

lad. When they have got through this paſſage, and ai 
cleat of the Wands, they fland to the northward of the 
eaſt, in order to get into the latitude of 30 odd degree 
where they expect to meet with weſterly winds, before 
which they run away for the coaſt of Califarzin. Ty 
give a better idea of the track which they hold is thi 
navigation, | have inferted towards the latter end of thy 
ibu d book, the copy of a manuſcript chart, which 
was taken on board of one of theſe ſhips, containing al 
that, Qcean between the Philippine Wands and: the coal 
of Mexico, in which I have laid down the particulu 
route of this veſſel. both in her paſſage from Manie 10 
Acapulco, and from Arapulce back again. In this chan 
(as it was drawn for the uſe of the Spaniſh General) there 
are contained all the diſcoveries which the Manila ſhips 
have at any time made in traverſing this vaſt Ocean; 
whence ii appears what minute and inconſiderable frag: 
ments of land are ditperſed in that prodigious lea z and 
it is moſt remarkable, that by the concurrent teſtimony 
of all the Spaniſb Navigators, there is not one port, nor 
even a tolerable road as yet found out betwixt the Fh. 
lippine lſlands and the coaſts of Califurnia and Adexico; io 
that from the time the Manila fhip firſt loſes fight of 
lard, ſhe never lets go her anchor till ſhe arrives on the 


coalt of Caliſornia, and very often not till ſhe gets to in 
ſouthermoſt- extremity: And therefove as this yoy- 


the 


is 1ately of leſs. than ſ months continuance, and 
ſhips deep laden with merchandine, and crowded 
with people, it may appear wonderful how they can be 
ſupplied with a flock ot freſh water for fo long a time 
and indeed their method of procuring it is extremely 
ſingulat, and de ſerves a very particular recital. 4 
It is well known te thoſe Who are acquainted with 
the Spaniſh cuſtoms in the! Soul- cas, that their water 
is preſerved. on ſhip board not in caſks but in earthet 
ars, which in ſome fort reſemble the large oil jars we 
often ſee in Europ. When the Manila ſhip firſt puts 
to ſea, they take on board a. much greater quantii) 
of water than can be ſtowed between decks, and the 
jars which contain it are hung all about the ſhrouds 
and ſtays, ſo as to exhibit at a diſtance a very odd 
113; appearance. 
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dearance. And though it is one convenience of their 
rs that they are much more manageable than caſks, 
nd are liable to no leakage, unleſs they are broken, yet 
is ſufficiently obvious, that a fix, or even a three months 
hore of water could never be ſtowed in a ſhip ſo loaded, 
by any management whatever ; and therefore without 
ome other ſupply this navigation could not be perform- 


he Wed; A ſupply indeed they have, but the reliance upon 
> Wit ſeems at firſt ſight ſo extremely precarious, that it is 
at Wonderful ſuch numbers ſhould riſque the periſhing b 
be moſt dreadful of all deaths, on the expectation of fo 
lu Wczſval a circumftance. In ſhort, their only method of re- 
to Wſcruiting their water is by the rains, which they meet with 
n between the latitudes of 30 and 40? North, and which they 


re ure always prepared to catch: For this purpoſe they take 
im to ſea with them a great number of mats, which they 
ble ſlopingly againſt the gunwale, whenever the rain 
os eſceods; theſe mats extend from one end of the ſhip to 
od be other, and their lower edges reſt on a large ſplit bam- 
be, fo that all the water which falls on the mats drains 
or Whinto the bamboe, and by this, as a trough, is conveyed 
„. into a jar; and this method of ſupplying their water, how- 
{ WYerer accidental and extraordinary it may at firſt fight ap- 
of Wpear, hath never been known to fail them, ſo that it is 
he common for them when their voyage is a little longer 
chan uſual, to fill all their water jars ſevera] times over. 
J. However, though their diſtreſſes for freſh water, are 
noch ſhort of what might be expected in ſo tedious a 
:d Wh'2vigation,” yet there are other inconveniencies generally 
be amendant upon a long continuance at fea, from which 
; bey are not exempted. The principal of theſe is the ſcur- 
. which ſometimes rages with extreme violence, ard 
(eltroys great numbers of the people; but at other times 

& WT eir paſſage to Acapulco (of which alone I would be here 
er {WJ underſtood to ſpeak) is performed with little Joſs. | 
n The length of time employed in this paſſage, ſo much 
e beyond what uſually occurs in any other known naviga- 
on, is perhaps in part to be imputed to the indolence 
nd unſkilfulneſs of the Spaniſh failors, and to an unnc- 
ſary degree of caution and concern for ſo rich a veſſel: 
Tit 1s ſaid, that they never ſet their main-ſail in the 
ght, and often lie by unneceſſarily. And indeed the 
Hog © inſtructions 
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inſtructions given to their Captains (Which I have ſeen) 
ſeem to have drawn up by ſuch as were more ap- 
prehenſive of too ſtrong à gale though favourable, that 
of the iaconveniencies and mortality attending a linger 
and tedious voyage; for the Captain is particularly g. 
dered to make his paſſage in the latitude of 30 degrees 
it poſſiole, and to be extremely careful to Rand nd fa. 
ther io the northward than is abſolutely neceſſary for the 
getting a weſterly wind. This, according to our COncep- 
tions, appeals to be a very ablurd reſtriction; ſince it 
can ſcarcely be doubted, but that in the higher la. 
tudes the weſterly winds are much ſteadier and briſker 
than in the latitude of 30 degtees : So that the whole con 
duct of this navigation ſeems liable to very great cenſute, 
For if inſtead of Reering E. N. E. into the latitude of x 
odd degrees, they at fiſt lood N. E. or even ſtill more 
northerly, into the latitude of 40 or 45 degrees, in-pat 
of which courſe the trade-winds would greatly aſſiſt then, 
I doubt not but by this, management they might conk- 
. derably contract their voyage, and perhaps perform it in 
half the time, which is now allotted for it; for in the 
journals I have ſeen of theſe voyages it appeats, thut 
they are often a month or ſix weeks after their laying 
the land, before they get into the latitude of 30 degree; 
whereas, with a more northerly courſe, it might-eaſil 
be done in a fourth part of the time; and when they 
were once well advanced to the northward, the weſtei 
winds would ſoon blow them over to the coaſt of Cal. 
fornia, and they would be thereby freed from the other 
eabarcafſinents, to which they are now ſubjected, only 
at the expence of a rough ſea and a ſtiff gale. And thi 
is not meerly matter of ſpeculation: for | am credibly 
informed, that about the year 1721, a French ſhip, h 
purſuing this courſe, ran from the coaſt of China io the 
valley of Vanderas on the coaſt of Mexico, in leſs tha 
{ity days: But it was faid that this ſhip, notwithſtand 
ing the ſhortneſs of her paſſage, ſuffered prodigioully by 
the ſcurvy, ſo that ſhe had only four or five of her cre 
left when ſhe arrived in America. | 2 
However, I ſhall deſcant no longer on the probe bil 

of performing this voyage in a much ſhorter time, but 


ſhall content myſelf with reciting the actual occurrence 
| 0 
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of the preſent navigation. ,The Manila ſhip having ſtood 


o far to the northward as to meet with a weſterly, wind, 
ſtretches away nearly in the ſame latitude for the coaſt 
of California ; And when ſhe has run into the longitude 
of 96 degrees from Cape Eſpiritu Santo, ſhe generally 
meets with a plant floating on the ſea, which, being call- 
ed Porra by the Spaniards, is, I preſume, a ſpecies of ſea- 
leek. On the ſight of this plant they eſteem themſelves 
ſufficiently near the Californian ſhore, and immediateſy 
fand to the ſouthward ;. and they rely. ſo much on this 
ciicumſtance,' that on the fuft diſcovery-of the plant the 
whole ſhip's company chaunt a ſolemn Je Deum, eſteem- 
ing the difficulties and hazards of their paſſage to be 
now at an end; and they conſtantly correct their lon- 
zitude thereby, without ever coming within ſight of 
Jand. After falling in with theſe SiG6ns, as they de- 
nominate them, they ſteer to the ſouthward, without 
endeavouring to fall in with the coaſt, till they have run 
into a lower latitude for as there are many iſlands, and 
ſome ſhoals adjacent to California, the extreme caution 
of the Spaniſh Navigators makes them very apprehenſive 
of being engaged with the land; however, when they 
draw near its ſouthern extremity, they venture to hale 
in, both for the ſake of making Cape St. Lucas to aſcer- 
tain their reckoning, and alſo to receive intelligence 
from the Indian inhabitants, whether or no there are any 
enemies on the coaſt; and this laſt circumſtance, which 
is a particular article in the Captain's inſtructions, makes 
it neceſſary to mention the late proceedings of the Jeſuits 
amongſt the Californian Indians. e e 

vince the firſt diſcovery of California. there have been 
various wandering Miffionaries who have viſited it at 
different times, though to little purpoſe ; but of late years 
the Jeſuits, encouraged and ſupported by a large dona- 
tion from the Marquis de Valero, a * munificent bi- 
got, have fixed themſelves upon the place, and have 
eſtabliſhed a very conſiderable miſſion. Their principal 
ſettlement lies juſt within Cape St. Lucas, where they 
have collected a great number of ſavages, and have en- 
Ceavoured to inure them to agriculture and other me- 
chanic arts: And their efforts have not been altogether 
ineffcQua] ; for they have planted vines at their ſettle- 
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be inferior forts of Madeira, which begins to 
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ments with very good ſucceſs, fo that they already male 
a conſiderable quantity of wine, 3 flayour 
elteemed 

in the neighbouring kingdom of Mexico. 
The Jeſuits then being thus firmly rooted on Calif. 
nia, they have already extended their juriſdiction quite 
acroſs the country from fea, to ſea, and are endeavourin 
to ſpread their influence farther to the northward : With 
which view they have made ſeveral expeditions up the 
gulph between California and Mexico, in order to diſcoper 
the nature of the adjacent countries, all which they hope 
hereafter to bring under their power. And being thus 
occupied in advancing the intereſts of their ſociety, it is 
no wonder if ſome thare-of their attention is engaged 


about the ſecurity of the Manila ſhip, in which their 


Convents at Manila are fo deeply concerned. Fot this 
purpoſe there are refreſhments, as fruits, wine, water, 
&c. conſtantly kept in readineſs for her; and there is 
belides care taken at Cape St. lucas, to look out for any 
ſhip of the enemy, which might be cruiſing there to ia- 
ter cept her; this being a ſtation where ſhe is conſtanti) 
expected, and where the has been oſten waited ſor and 
fought with, though generally with little ſucceſs. In cot- 


ſequence then of the meaſures mutually-fettled between 


the Jefuits of Manila and their brethren at California, the 
Captain of the galeon is ordered to fall in with the land 
10 the northward of Cape dt; Lucas, Where the inhabi- 
tants are directed, on ſight of the veſſel, to make the 
proper ſignals with fires ; and on diſcovering thele fires, 


the Captain 18.40 fend his launch on. fhare with twenty 


men, well armed, who are to carry with them the let. 
ters from the convents at Manila io the Californian Mit 
ſionaties, and are to bring back the refreſhments which 
will be prepared for them, and likewiſe intelligence 'whe- 


ther or no there are any enemies on the coaſt. And if 
the Captain finds, from; the accouut which is ſent bim, 


that he has nothing to fear, he is directed to proceed for 
Cape St. Lucas, and thence to Cape Corientes, after which 


+ he is to coaſt it along for the port of Acapulco. | 


The moſt uſual time of the arrival of the galeon at 


Acapulco is towards the middle of January: But this na- 


vigation is fo uncertain, that ſhe ſometimes gets 1 
| | mont 
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month ſooner, and at other times has been detained at 
ea above a month longer. The port of Acapulco is by 
much the ſecureſt and fineſt in all the northern parts of 
the Pacific Ocean, being, as it were, a baſon ſurrounded 
by very high mountains: But the town is a moſt wretched 
place, and extremely, unhealthy, for the air about it is 
ſo pent up by the hills, that it has ſcarcely any circu- 
lation. The place is beſides deſtitute of freſh water, ex- 
cept what is brought ſrom a conſiderable diſtance, and 
is in all reſpeQs ſo inconvenient, that except at the time 


of the mart, whilſt the Manila galeon is in the port, it 
[is almoſt deſerted, | : 


When the galeon arrives in this port, ſhe is generally 


' moored on its, weſtern ſide to two trees, and her cargo is 


delivered with all poſſible expedition. And now the 
town of Acapulco, from almoſt a ſolitude, is immediately 
thronged with Merchants from all parts of the kingdom 
of Mexico. The, cargo being landed and diſpoſed of, 
the ſilver and the goods intended for Manila are taken 
on board, together with proviſions and water, and the 
ſhip prepares to put to ſea with the utmoſt expedition. 

There is indeed: no time to be loſt; for it is an expreſs 


order to the. Captain to be out of the port of Acapulco on 


his return, before the firſt day of April, N. S. 
And having mentioned the goods intended for Manila, 
| muſt obſerve that the principal return is always made in 
ſlver, and conſequently the reſt of the cargo is but of 
little account, the other articles, beſides the Fver, being 
ſome cochineal and a feœ {weetmeats; the produce of the 


American {cttlements,..tegether with European, millinary 


ware for the women at Manila, and ſome Spaniſh wines, 
ſuch as tent and ſherry, which are intended for the ule of 

their Prieſts in the adminiſtration of the Sacrament. 
And this difference in the cargo of the ſhip to and 
from Manila, occaſions a very remarkable variety in the 
manner of equipping the ſhip for theſe two different voy- 
ages. For the galeon, when ſhe ſets ſail from Manila, 
being deep laden with a variety of bulky.goods, ſhe has 
not the conveniency of mounting her lower tire of guns, 
but carries them in her hold, ti[liſhe draws near Cape 
dt. Lucas, and is apprehenſive of an enemy. Her hands 
oo are as fe as is conſiſtent with the ſafety of the ſhip, 
| that 
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that ſhe may be leſs peſtered with the ſtowage of proyi- 


centi 
ſions. But on her return from Acapulco, as her cargo lie Wllcul: 
in leſs room, her lower tire is (or ought to be) always eruil 
mounted before ſhe leaves the port, and her crew is aud 


augmented with a ſupply of failors, and with one or two 
companies of foot, which are intended to reinforce the 
garriſon at Manila. And there being! beſides mam 
Merchants who take their puſſage to Manila on board 
the galeon, her whole numbey of hands on her return is 
uſually little ſhort of fix hundred, all which are eafily 
provided for, by reaſon of the ſmall ſtowage neceſſary 
for the ſilver. PE en een 
The galeon being thus fitted for her return, the Cap- 
tain, on leaving the port of Acapulco, Reers for the lai- 
tude of 130 of 14, and runs on that parallel, till he 
gets fight of the Iſland of Guam, one of the Ladrones, 
In this run the Captain is particularly directed to be 
careful of the ſhoals of St. Baribolomeau, and of the Iſland 
of Gaſparito, He is alſo told in bis inſtructions, that to 
prevent his paſling the Ladrones in the dark, there are 
orders given that, through all the month of June, fires 
ſhall be lighted every night on the higheſt part of Guan 
and Rota, and kept in till the morning. 
At Guam there is a ſmall Spaniſh garriſon, (as will be 


more particularly mentioned hereafter) purpoſely intend- IN 
ed to ſecure that place for the refreſhment of the galeon, Will ' 
and to yield her all the aſſiſtance in their power. How l 
ever, the danger of the road at Guam is ſo great, that 0! 
though the galeon is ordered to call there, yet ſhe rarely 0 


ſtays above a day or two, but getting her water and 

reffelhmeiit on board as ſoon as poſſible, ſhe ſteers N 
away directly for Cape Eſpiritu Santo, on the Ifland of a 
Samal. Here the Captain is again ordered to look out L 
for ſigrals; and he is told, that centinels will be poſted 0 
not only on that Cape, but likewiſe in Catanduapas, 0 
Butuſan, Birriborongo, and on the Iſland of Balan. 0 
Theſe centinels are inſtructed to make a fire when they l 
diſcover the ſhip, which the Captain is careſully to ob- 7 
ſerve : For, if after this fuſt fire is extinguiſhed, he per- 

ceives that four or more are lighted up again, he 1s then | 


to conclude that there are enemies on the coaſt ; and on A 


tis he is immediately to endeavour to ſpeak with the | 
| | | | centinel 
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„stine! on ſhore, and to procure from him more parti- 


cular intelligence of their force, and of the ſtation they 
cruiſe in; purſuant to which, he is to regulate his con- 
duct, and to endeavour to gain ſome ſecure port amongſt 
thoſe Iſlands, without coming in ſight of the enemy; 
ind in caſe he ſhould be diſcovered when in port, and 
ſhould be a pprehenſive of an attack, he is then to land 
his treaſure, and to take ſome of his artillery on ſhore 
for its defence, not neglecting to ſend frequent and par- 
ticular accounts to the city of Manila of all that paſſes. 
But if, after the firſt fire on ſhore, the Captain obſerves 
that two others only are made by the centinels, he is then 
to conclude, that there is nothing to fear: And he is to 
purſue his courſe without interruption, and to make the 
beſt of his way to the port of Cabite, which is the port to 
the city of Manila, and the conſtant ſtation for all the 
ſhips employed in this commerce to Acapulco. 


Cnay. XI. Our cruiſe off the port of Acapulco for the 
Manila foip.. _ | 
X : LP | 
HAVE already mentioned, in the. ninth chapter, 
] that the return of our barge from the port of Acapulco, 
where ſhe had ſufpriſed three Negro fiſhermen, gave us 
nexprefſible ſatisfaction, as we learnt from our pritoners, 
that the galeon was then preparing to put to ſca, and 
that her departure was fixed, by an edict of the Viccroy, 
of Mexico, to the 14th of March, N. S. that is, to the I 
of March, according to our 1eckoning. 13 
What related to this 1anila ſhip being the matter to 
which we were moſt attentiye, it was neceſſarily the firſt 
article of our examination; but having fat:sfied- ourſelves 
upon this head, we then indulged oui curighity in, en- 
quning after other news; when the priſoners informed 
vs, that they had. received intelligence at Acapulco, of 
our having plundered and buint the town of Iuiia; ard 
that, on this occaſion, the Governor of Acapulco had aug- 
mented the fortifications of the place, and had taken 
ſeveral precautions to prevent us from forcing our way 
into the harbour; that in particular, he had placed a 
uard on the Iſland which lies at the harbour's mouth, 
/ and that this guard had been withdrawn but two nights 
| ; betore 
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before the arrival of our barge: So that had the bett 
ſucceeded in her firſt attempt, or had ſhe arrived at the 
port the ſecond time two days ſooner, ſhe could (carcel 
have avoided being ſeized on, or if the had eſcaped, it 
muſt have been with the loſs of the greateſt part of he 
crew, as ſhe would have been under the fire of the guard, 
before ſhe had known her danger. : | 
The withdrawing of this guard was a circumſtance that 
greatly encouraged us, as it ſeemed to demonſtrate, not 
only that the enemy had not as yet diſcovered us, but like. 
wile that they had now no farther apprehenſions of our 
viſiting their coaſt. Indeed the priſoners aſſured vs, tha 
they had noknowledge of our being in thoſe ſeas, and that 
they had theretore flattered themſelves, that in the long in- 
tet val fince our taking of Paita, we had ſteered! another 
courſe. But we did not conſider the opinion of thoſe 
Negro priſoners as ſo authentic. a proof of our being 
hitherto concealed, as the withdrawing of the guard from 
the harbour's mouth; for this being the action of the 
Governor, was of all arguments the moſt convincing, 
as be might be ſuppoſed to have intelligence, with 
which the reſt of the inhabitants were unacquainted. 
Satisfied therefore that we were undiſcovered, and that 
the time was fixed for the departure of the galeon {rom 
Acapulco, we made all neceſſary preparations, and waltel 
with the utmoſt impatience for the important day. As this 
was the 3d of March, and it was the 19th of February when 
the barge returned and brought us our intelligence, the 
Commodore reſolved to continue the greateft part of the 
intermediate time on his preſent ſtation, to the weſtward 
of Acapulco, conceiving that in this ſituation there would 
be leſs danger of his being ſeen from the ſhore, which was 
the only circumſtance that could deprive us of the im- 
menſe treaſure, on which we had at preſent ſo eagerly 
fixed our thoughts. During this interval, we were em- 


ployed in ſcrubbing and cleanſing our ſhips bottoms, in 


bringing them into their molt advantageous trim, and in 
regulating the orders, ſignals and ſtations to be obſerved, 
when we ſhould arrive off Acapulco, and the time of the 
departure of the galeon ſhould draw nigh. $4 
And now, on the firſt of March, we made the high 
lands, uſually called the paps, over Acapulco, and in 
; | will 
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* by the Commodote's orders. The diſtribution-of our 
rcel ſquadron on this occaſion, both for the intercepting the 
d, it galeon, and ſor the avoiding a diſcovery from the ſhore, 


was ſo very judicious, that it well merits to be diſtinctly 
deſcribed. The-order of it was thus: 

The Centurion brought the paps over the harbour ta. 
bear N, N E. at fifteen leagues diſtance, which was a 
ſufficient offing to prevent our being ſeen by the enemy, 
To the weſtward of the Centurion there was ſtationed the 


ike- 1 | | 
we Carmelo, and to the eaſtward were the Tryal's Prize, the 
that Ghucefler, and the Carmin: Theſe were all ranged in a 


circular line, and each ſhip was three leagues diſtant from 
the next ; ſo that the Carmelo and the Carmin, which werg 


her the two extremes, were twelve leagues diſtant from each 
of other: And as the galeon could without doubt, be diſ- 
ing WI cerned at fix leagues diſtance from either extremity, 
om the whole Weep of our ſquadi on, within which nothing 
the could paſs undiſcovered, was at leaſt twenty-four leagues. 
g. in extent 3 and yet we were ſo connected by our ſignals, 


ith 25 to he caſily and ſpeedily informed of what was ſeen 

in any part of the line: And to render this diſpoſition 
at fill more complete, and to prevent even the poſſibility 
of the galeon's eſcaping us in the night, the two Cut- 
ters belonging to the Centurion and the Glouceſſer were 


f both manned and ſent in ſhore, and were ordered to lie 
A all day at the. diſtance of four or five leagues from the 
A entrance of the port, where, by reaſon of their ſmall- 
de nes, they could not poſſibly be diſcovered ; but in the 
d night they were directed to fand nearer to the hatbour's 
d mouth, and as the light of the morning came. on, they 


were to return back again to their day-poſts. * When the 
Cutters ſhould firſt diſcover the Manila ſhip, one of them 
was ordered to return to the ſquadron, and to make a 
ſignal, whether the galleon ſtood to the eaſtward or to 
the weſtward. ;: whill the other was to follow the ga- 
leon at a diſtance, and if it grew dark, was to direct 
the ſquadron ia their chace, by ſhewing falſe fires. 
Beſides the care we had taken io prevent the galeon 
from paſſing by us unobſerved, we had not been inatten- 
ive to the means of engaging her to advantage, when 
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with all poſſible expedition into the ſituation preſcribed, 


ve came up with her: For conſidering the thinnels of our 
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hands, and the vaunting accounts gen by the Speniardy 
of her ſize, her guns, and her ſtrength, this was a con- 
ſideration not to be neglected. As we ſuppoſed that none 
of our ſhips but the Centurion and the Glouceſter were ca- 
pable of lying along-ſide of her, we took on board the 
Centurion all the hands W 2 to the Carmelo, and the 


Car min, except what were juſt ſufficient to navigate thoſe 
ſhips; and Captain Saunders was ordered to ſend from 
the Teyal's Prize ten Engliſhmen, and as many Negrots, 
to reinforce the crew of the Glouceſter > And for the en- 
couragement of our Negroes, of which we had à con- 
ſiderable number on board, we promiſed them, that on 
their good behaviour they ſſiould all have their freedom; 
and as they had been almoſt every day trained tothe 
management of the great guns for the two preceding 
montas, they were very well qualified to be of ſervice to 
us; and frem their hopes of liberty, and in return for the 
uſage they had niet with amongſt us, they ſeemed diſ- 
oled to exert themſclves to the utmoſt of their power. 

And now being thus prepared for the reception' of the 
galcon, we expected, with the utmoſt impatience; theo 
often mentioned zd of March, the day fixed ſor her de- 
parture. And on that day we were all of us molt eager- 
ly engaged in looking out towards Acapulco z and we 
were lo ſtrangely prepoſſNſed with the certainty of our 


intelligence, and with an affurance of her coming out cf 


port, that ſome or other on board us were conſtantly ima - 
gining that they. diſcovered one of our Cutters returning 
with a ſignal. But to our extreme vexation, both this 
day and the ſucceeding night paſſed over, without any 
news of the galeon: however we did not yet deſpair, 
but were all heartily diſpoſed to flatter ourſelves, that 
ſome unforeſeen accident had intervened, which might 
have put off her departure for a few days; and ſuggeſti- 


ons of this kind occurred in plenty, as we knew that the 


time fixed for the Viceroy for her failing, was often pro- 
longed on the petition of the Merchants of Mexico. Thus 
we kept up our hopes, and did not abate of our vigilance: 
and as the 7th of March was Sunday the beginning of PaF 
ſion week, which is obſerved by the Papiſts with great 
ſtrictneſs, and a total ceſſation from all kinds of labour, 
ſo that no ſhip is permitted to ſtir aut of port og 
| +l — 
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whole week, this quieted our apprehenſions for ſome 
lays, and diſpoſed us not to expect the galeon till the 
veek following. On the Friday in this week our Cutters 
eturned to us, and the officers on board them were very 
confident that the galeon was ſtill in port, for that ſhe 
could not poſſibly have come out but they muſt have ſeen 
ter. On the Monday _— ſucceeding Paſſion week, 
that is, on the 15th of March, the Cutters were again 
diſpatched to their old ſtation, and our hopes were once 
more indulged in as ſanguine prepoſſefſions as before ; but 
ina week's time our eagerneſs was greatly abated, and a 
general dejection and deſpondency took place in its room, 
ſt is true, thete were ſome few amongſt us who ſtill kept 
up their ſpirits, and were very ingenious in finding out 
reaſons to ſatisfy themſelves, that the diſappointment we 
bad hitherto met with bad only been occaſioned by a ca- 
ual delay of the galeon, which a few days would re- 
move, and not by a total ſuſpenſion of her depatture for 
te whole ſeaſon : But theſe ſpeculations were not reliſned 
by the generality of our people; for they were perſuad- 
ed that the enemy had, by fome accident, diſcovered our 
being on the coaſt, and had therefore laid an embargo 
on the galeon till the next year. And indeed this per- 
ſuafion was but too well founded; for we afterwards 
learnt, that our barge, when ſent on the diſcovery of the 
port of Acapulco, had been ſeen from the ſhore; and that 
this circuniſtance (no embarkation but canoes ever fre- 
quenting that coaſt) was to them a ſufficient proof of the 


rcighbhourhood of our ſquadron ; on which, they ſtopped 

the galleon till the ſucceeding year. N 
The Commodore himſelf, though be declared not his 
opirion, was yet in his own thoughts very apprebenſive 
that we were diſcovered, and that the departure of the 
galeon was put off: And he had, in conſequence of this 
opinion, formed a plan for poſſeſſing himſelf of Acapulco; 
ſor he had no doubt but the treaſure as yet remained in 
the town, even though the orders for the diſpatching of 
the galeon were countermanded. © Indeed the place was 
too well defended to be canied by an open attempt; for 
beſides the garriſon and the crew of the galeon; there were 
in it at leaſt a thouſand men well armed, who had march- 
ed thither as guards to the treaſure, when jt was brought 
. - down 
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down from the city of Mexico: For the roads there. 

abouts are ſo inuch infeſted either by independent Jad, f 

ans or fugitives, that the Spaniards never truſt the filyer 

without an armed force to protect it. And beſides, bad i 

the ſtrength of the place been leſs conſiderable, and | 

ſuch as might have appeared not ſuperior to the efforts 

of our ſquadron, yet a declared attack would have pre. 7 

vented us from recelving any advantages from its ſucceſs; 

fince upon the firſt diicovery of our ſquadron, all the | 

treaſure would bave been ordered into the country, and | 

in a few hours would have been out of our reach; ſo that | 

our conqueſt would have been only a deſolate town, | 

where. we ſhould have found nothing that could have 

been of the leaſt conſequence to us. | 
For theſe reaſons, the furpiilal of the place was the 

only method that could at all anfwer our purpoſe ; and | 

© therefore the manner in which Mr. 4n/on propoſed to con- 

duct this enterpiize was by ſetting fail with the ſquadron 

in the evening, time enough to arrive at the port in the 

night; and as there is no danger on that coaſt, he would 

ha ve ſtood boldly for the harbour's mouth, where he ex- 

pected to arrive, and might perhaps have entered it, be- 

tore the Spaniards were acquainted with his defigns : As 

ſoon as he had run into the harbour, he intended to have 

puſl'\| two hundręd of his men on ſhore in his boats, who 

were immediately to attempt the fort; whilſt he, the 

Commodore, with his ſhips, was employed in fizing upon 

the 10wn, and the other batterizcs. And theſe different 

operations, which would have been executed with great 

regularity, could hardly have failed of ſucceeding againſt 

an enemy, who would have been prevented by the ſud- 

denneſs of the attack, and by the want of day-light, 

from concerting any meaſures for their defence; ſo that 

it was extremely probable that we ſhould have carried 

the fort by ſtorm; and then the other batteries, being 

open behind, muſt have been ſoon abandoned; after 

which, the town, and its inhabitants, and all the tres- 

ſure muſt neceſſarily have fallen into our hands ; for the 

place is ſo cooped up with mountains, that it is ſcarcely 

poſſible to eſcape out of it, but by the great road, which 

paſſes under the fort. This was the project which the 

Commodore had ſettled in general in his thoughts; * 

? when 
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when he began to enquire into ſuch circumſtances as were 
neceſſary to be conſidered in order to regulate the parti- 
culars of its execution, he found there was a difficulty, 
which, being inſuperable, occaſioned the enterprize to 
be laid aſide: For on examining the priſoners about the 
winds which prevail near the ſhore, he learnt (and it was 
aſterwards confirmed by the officers of our cutters) that 
nearer in ſhore there was always a dead calm for the 
greateſt part ofthe night, and that towards morning, when 
a gale ſprung up, it conſtantly blew off the land; fo that 
the ſetting fail from our preſent ſtation in the evening, 

and arriving at Acapulco before-day-light was impoſſible. 
This ſcheme, as hath been ſaid, was formed by the Com- 
modore, upon a ſuppoſition that the galeon was detained 
till the next year: But as this was a matter of opinion only, 
and not founded on intelligence, and there was a poſſibili- 
iy that ſhe might (till put to ſea in a ſhort time, the Com- 
modore thought it prudent to continue his cruiſe upon 
this ſation, as long as the neceſſary attention to his ſtores 
of wood and water, and to the convenient ſeaſon for his 
future paſſage to China, would give him leave; and there- 
fore, as the Cutters had been ordered to remain before 
Acapulco till the 23d of March,the ſquadron did not change 
its poſition till that day ; when the Cutters not appearing, 
we were in ſome pain for them, apprehending they might 
have ſuffered either from the enemy or the weather ; buy 
we were relieved from our concern the next morning, 
when we diſcovered them, though at a great diſtance 
and to the leeward of the ſquadron: We bore down to 
them, and took them up, and were informed by them 
that conformable to their orders, wn had left their 
tation the day before, without having ſeen any thing of 
the galeon; and we found that the reaſon of their being 
ſo far to the leeward of us was a ** current, which 
n 


had driven the whole ſquadron to | 
And here it is neceſſary to mention, that, by inſorma- 
tion, which was afterwards received, it appeared that this 
prolongation of our cruiſe 'was a very prudent meaſure, 
and afforded us no contemptible chance of ſeizing the 
treaſure, on which we had fo long fixed our thoughts. 
For it ſeems, after the embargo was laid on the galeon, 
as is before mentioned, the perſons principally intereſt- 
ed 
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ed in the cargoe ſent ſeveral expreſſes to Mexico, to 
that ſhe might ſtill be permitted to depart : For as they 
knew, by the accounts ſent from Paita, that we had not 
more than three hundred men in all, they inſiſted that 
there was nothing to be feared from us; for that the ga- 
leon, (carrying above twice as many hands as our Whole 
ſquadron) would be greatly an overmatch for us, And 
though the viceroy was inflexible, yet on the account 
of their repreſentation, ſhe was kept ready for the ſea neat 
three weeks, after the firſt order came to detain her. 
When we had taken up the Cutters, all the ſhips be. 
ing joined, the Commodore made a ſignal toWpeak with 
their Commanders; and upon enquiry into the ſtock of 
freſh water remaining on board the ſquadron, it was found 
to be ſo very lender, that we were under a neceſſity of 
quitting our ſtation to procure a freſh ſupply : And con- 
| ſulting what place was the propereſt for this purpoſe, it 
was agreed, that the harbour of Seguataneo or Cheguetan 
being the neareſt to us, was, on that account, the moſt 
eligible ; and it was therefore immediately reſolved to 
make the beſt of our way thither : And that, even while 
we were recruiting our water, we might not totally aban- 
don our views upon the galeon, - which, perhaps, upon 
certain intelligence of 6ur being employed at Chequetan, 
might venture to flip out to ſea, our Cuiter, under, the 
command of Mr. Hughes, the Lieutenant of the Tryals 
Prize, was ordered to cruiſe off the port of -Acapulcs for 
twenty-four days; that if the galeon ſhould ſet fail in 


that interval, we might be ſpeedily informed of it. In 
purſuance of theſe reſolutions we endeavoured to ply 


to the weſtward, to gain our intended port, but were 
often interrupted. in our progreſs by calms and adverſe 
currents: In theſe intervals we employed ourſelves in 
taking out the moſt valuable part of the cargoes of the 
Car melo and F ; which two ſhips we intended 
to deſtroy as ſoon e had tolerably cleared them, B/ 
the firſt of April we were ſo far advanced towards Seguata» 
neo, that we thought it expedient to ſend out two boats, that 
they might range along the coaſt, and diſcover the water- 
ing place; 7 were gone ſome days, and our water be- 
ing now very ſhort, it was a particular felicity to us that 
we met with daily ſupplies of turtle, for had we been 75 
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eg rely confined to ſalt proviſions, we muſt have ſuffered 
e aiemely in ſo warm a climate. | Indeed our preſent cir- 
ot -unſtances were ſufficiently alarming, and gave the moſt 
at Conſiderate amongſt us as much concern as any of the 
I umerous perils. we had hitherto encountered; for our 
le boats, as we conceived by their not returning, had not as 
er diſcovered a place proper to water at, and by the 
ſeakage of our caſk and other accidents, we had not ten 
days water on board the whole ſquadron: So that from 
the known difficulty of procuring, water on this coaſt, and 
the little reliance we bad on the Buccaneer writers (the 
only guides we had to truſt to) we were apprehenſive of 
being ſoon expoſed. to a calamity, the moſt terrible of 
any in the long diſheartening catalogue of the diſtreſſes of 
a lea-faring lite. | | 

But theſe gloomy ſuggeſtions were ſoon happily end- 
ed; for our boats returned on the 5th of April, having diſ- 
covered a place proper for our purpoſe, about ſeven miles 
io the weſtward of the rocks of Seguataneo, which by the 
deſcription they gave of it, appeared to be the port, call- 
ed by Dampier the harbour of- Chequetan. The ſucceſs 
of our boats was highly agreeable to us, and they were 
ordered out again the next day, to ſound the harbour 
and its entrance, which they had repreſented as very 
narrow. At their return they reported the place to be 
free from any danger; ſo that on the 7th we ſtood in, 
and that evening came to an anchor in eleyen fathom, 
The Gloucefler came to an anchor at the ſame time with 
us; but the Carmelo and the Carmin having fallen to lee- 
ward, the Tryal's Prize was ordered to join them, and to 
bring them in, which in two or three days ſhe effected. 

Thus, aſter a four months continuance at ſea ſrom the 
leaving of Quibs, and having but fix days water on 
board, we arrived in the harbour of Cheguetan, the de- 
ſcription of which, and of the adjacent coaſt, ſhall be the 
buſineſs of the enſuing chapter, wh 


Cray, XII. Deſcription of the Harbour of Chequetan, 
and of the adjacent coaſt and country, _ 


1 harbour of Chequetan, which we here propoſe to 
1 geſcribe, lies in the latitude of 17: 36 North, and 
is about thirty leagues to the weſtward of Acapulco. It is 
caly 
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eaſy to be diſcovered by any ſhip that will keep well 
with the land, eſpecially by ſuch as range down coaſt froy 

Acapulco, and will attend to the following particular, 
There is a beach of ſand, which extends eightey 
leagues from the harbour of Acapulco to the * 
againſt which the ſea breaks with ſuch violence, that it; 
impoſſible to land in any part of it: But yet the ground 
is ſo clean, that ſhips in the fair ſeaſon, may anchor 5 
great ſafety, at the diſtance of a mile or two from the 
ore. The land adjacent to this beach is generally los, 
full of villages, and planted with a great number of tree 
and on the tops of ſome ſmall eminences there are ſeye. 
ral look-out towers; ſo that the face of the country al. 
fords a very agreeable 9 yo For the cultivated part, 
which 1s the part here deſcribed, 'extends ſome leagues 
back from the ſhore, and there appears to be bounded 
by the chain of mountains, which ſtretch to a conſiders 
ble diſtance on either fide of Acapulco. It is a moſt res 
markable particularity, that in this whole extent, being, 
as hath been mentioned, eighteen leagues, and contain- 
ing, in appearance, the moſt populous and beſt planted 
| diner of the whole coaſt, there ſhould be neither canoes, 
boats, nor any other embarkations either for fiſhing, 

coaſting or for pleaſure. | * 
The beach here deſcribed is the ſureſt guide ſor finding 
the harbour of Cheguelan; for five miles to the weſtward 
of the extremity of this beach there appears a hummock, 
which at firſt makes like an iſland, and is in ſhape not 
very unlike the hill of Petaplan hereafter mentioned, 
though much fmaller. Three tniles to the weflward of 
this hummock is a white rock lying near the ſhore, which 
cannot eaſily be paſſed by unobferved : It is about two 
cables length from the land, and lies in a large bay about 
nine leagues over. The weſtward point of this bay is 
the hill of Petaplan.” This hill too; like the foremention- 
ed hummock, may be at firſt miſtaken for an iſland, 
though it be-in reality, a peninſula, which is joined to 
the Continent by a low and narrow iſthmus, covered over 
with ſhrubs and ſmall trees. The bay of Seguataneo ex- 
tends from this hill a great way to the weſtward, andata 
ſmall diſtance from the hill, and oppoſite to the entrance 


of the bay, there is an aſſemblage of rocks, 1 
N 22 {| _ ne 
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white from the excrements of boobies and tropical birds, 
Four of theſe rocks are high and large, and, together 
with ſeveral ſmaller ones, are, by the help of a little 


1rd are called the White Friars, Theſe rocks bear W. 
by N. from Petaplan : and about ſeven miles to the weſt- 


more minutely diſtinguiſhed by a large and-fingle rock, 
that riſes out of the water a mile and half diſtant from its 
entrance, and bears S. 4 W. from the middle of it. | 

Theſe are the infallible marks by which the harbour of 
Cheguetan may be known to thoſe who keep well in with 
the land; and ] muſt add, that the coaftisno ways to be 
dreaded from the middle of October to the beginning of 


violent tornadoes, heavy rains, and hard gales in all di- 
retions of the compaſs. But as to thoſe who keep at 
any conſiderable diſtance from the coaſt, there is no 
bour, than that of making ir by its latitude : For there 
back of another within land, that no drawings of the ap- 


at ſea ; for every little change of diſtance or variation of 
poſition — new mountains in view, and produces an 


k, ſußnity of different proſpects, which would render all at- 
ot Bi teipts of delineating the aſpect of the coaſt impoſſible. _ 
. This may ſuffice as to the methods of diſcovering the 
of Wi 11rbout of Cbeguetan. Its entrance is but about half a 


cl ne broad ; the two points which form it, and which are 
'0 Bi faced with rocks that are almoſt perpendicular, bear from 
ut each other S. E. and N. W. The harbour is invironed 
cos all ſides, except to the weſtward, with high mountains 
* overſpread with trees. The paſſage into it is very ſafe 
„ os either fide of the rock that lies off the mouth of it, 
'0 Wl though we, both in coming in and going out, left it to 
ebe eaſtward. The ground without the harbour is gravel 
„red with ſtones, but within it is a foft mud: And it 
muſt be remembered, that in coming to an anchor a good 
allowance ſhould be made for a large ſwell, which fre- 
quently cauſes a great ſend of the lea; as likewiſe, ” 
[ 
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imagination, pretended to reſemble the form of a croſs, 


ward of them lies the harbour of Chequetan, which is ſtill 


May, nor is there then any danger from the winds: tho”. 
in the remaining part of the year there are ſrequent and 


other method to be taken by them for finding this har-/ 
are ſo many ranges of mountains riſing one upon the 


rearance of the coaſt can be at all depended on, when off 
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the ebbing and flowing of the tide, which we obſeryeg 
to be about five feet, and that it fet nearly E. and W. 

The watering place is fo. ſituated, that during the 
whole time of our ſtay, it had the appearance of a large 
ſtanding lake, without any viſible outlet into the ſex, 
from which it is ſeparated by a part of the ſtrand; The 
origin of this lake is a ſpring, that bubbles out of the 
ground near halt a mile within the country. We found 
the water a little brackiſh, but more conſiderably ſo 
towards the ſea · ſiue; for the nearer we advanced to- 
wards the fpring-head the ſoſter and freſher it proved: 
This laid us under a neceſſity of filling all our cafks fron 
the fartheſt part of the lake, and occaſioned us fome trou- 
ble; and would have proved ſtill more difficult, had it not 
been for our a management, which for the con. 
veniency of it deſerves to be recommended io all who ſhall 
hereafter water at this place. Our method conſiſted in 
making uſe of canoes which drew but little water; for, 
loading them with a number of ſmall caſks they eaſily 
got up the lake to the ſpring-head, and the ſmall caſk be. 
ing there filled were in the ſame manner tranſported 
back again to the beach, where ſome of our hands always 
attended to ftart them into other caſks of a larger ſie. 

Though this lake, during our continuance there, ap- 
peared to have no outlet into the ſea, yet there is rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe that in the wet ſeaſon it overflows the 
ſtrand, and communicates with the Ocean; for Damper, 
who was formerly here ſpeaks of it as a large river. 
Indeed there muſt be a very great body of water amaſſed 
before the lake can riſe high enough to overflow the 
ſtrand; for the neighbouring country is ſo low, that great 
part of it muſt be covered with water, before it can run 
over the beach. 

As the country in the neighbourhood, particularly 
the tract which we have already deſcribed, appeared to 
be well peopled, and cultivated, we hoped thence to have 
procured freſh proviſion and other refreſhments which 
we ſtood in need of. With this view, the morning after 
we came to an ancher, the Commodore ordered a party 
of foity men, well armed to march into the country, 
and to endeavour to diſcover ſome town or village, 


where they were to attempt io ſet on foot a *. 
ence 
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lence with the inhabitants; for we doubred not, if we 
-quld have any intercourſe with'them, but that by pre- 
(nts of ſome of the coarſe merchandize, with which our 
prizes abounded (which, though of little conſequence 
o us, would to them be extremely valuable) we ſhould. 
[ure them to furniſh us with Whatever fruits or freſh 
oviſions were in their power. Our people were direcled 
on this occaſion to proceed with the greateſt circumſpec- 
ion, and to make as little oſtentation of hoſtility as 
ſible; for we were ſenſible that we could meet 
vith no wealth here worth our notice, and that what 
receſſaries we really wanted, we ſhould in all probability 
be better ſupplied with by an open amicable; traffic, than 
by violence and force of arms, But this endeavour of 
opening an intercourſe with the inhabirants proved inef- 
tual ; for towards evening, the party which had been 
odered to march into the country, returned greatly ſa- 
ligued with their unuſual exerciſe, and ſome of them ſo 
far ſpent as to have fainted by the way, and to be oblig- 
ed to be brought back upon the ſhoulders of their com- 
panions. They had marched in all, as they conceived, 
about ten miles, in a beaten. road, where they often ſaw _ 
the freſh dung of horſes or mules, When they had got 
about five miles from the harbour, the road divided be- 
ween the mountains into two branches, one running to 
the Eaſt, and the other to the Weſt : After ſome deli- 
beration about the courſe they ſhould take, they agreed 
o purſue the eaſtern road, which, when they bad follow- 
ed tor ſome time, led them at once into Clare: plain or 
%vannah ; on one fide of which they diſcovered, a cen- 
inc] on horſeback with a piſtol in his hand: It wes ſup- 
poted that when they, firſt ſaw bim be was aſleep, but his 
horſe ſtartled at the glittering of their arms, and turn- 
ng round, ſuddenly rode off with his maſter, who was. 
ery near being unhorſed in the ſurprize, but he reco- 
let his feat, and eſcaped with the lois only of his hat 
id his piſtol which he dropped on the ground. Our peo- 
ple ran after bim, in hopes of diſcovering ſome village 
0 habitation which be would retreat to, but as he had 
ine advantage of being on horſeback, he ſoon loſt fight 
"them. However, they were unwilling to come back 
nuout making ſume diſcovery, and therefore " fol- 
owed 
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lowed the track they were in; but the heat of the di 
encreaſing, and finding no water to quench their thir 
they were firſt obliged to haſt, and then reſolved to te. 
turn; for as they ſaw no ſigns of plantations or cultivar. 
ed land, they had no reaſon to believe that there was any 
village or ſettlement near them: But to leave no mean; 
untried of procuring ſome intercourſe with the people 
the officers ſtuck up ſeveral poles in the road, to which 
were afhxed declarations, written in Spaniſh, encouray. 
ing the inhabitants, to come down to the harbour, and tg 
traffic with us, giving the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of a kind re. 
ception, and faithful payment for any proviſions they 
ſhould bring us. This was doubtleſs a very prudent mes. 
ſure, but yet it produced no effect; for we never ſaw anf 
of them during the whole time of our continuance at thy 
port of Chequetan. But had our men, upon the diviſion of 
the path, taken the weſtern road inſtead of the eaftern, 
it would ſoon have led them to a village or town, which 
in ſome Spaniſh manuſcripts is mentioned as being in the 
neighbourhood of this. port, and which we afterwards 
| learnt was not above two miles from that turning. 
And on this occaſion I cannot help mentioning another 
adventure, which happened to ſome of our people in the 
bay of P-taplan, as it may help to give the reader a jult 
idea of the temper of the inbabitants of this part of the 
world. - Sometime after our arrival at Cheguetan, Lieute- 
nant Brett was ſent by the Commodore, with two of our 
boats under his command, to examine the coaſt to the 
eaſtward, particularly to make obſervations on the bay 
and watering place of Petaplan. As Mr. Brett with one 
of the boats was preparing to go on ſhore towards the 
hill of Ntaplan, he accidentally looking acroſs the bay, 
perceived on the oppoſite ſlrand, three ſmall ſquadrons 
of horſe parading upon the beach, and ſeeming to 20. 
vance towards the place where he propoſed to land. On 
ſight of this he inunediately put off the boat, though he 
had but ſixteen men with him, and ſtood over the ba) 
towards them: And he ſoon came near enough to pet- 
ceive that they were mounted on + very ſighily horſes 
and were armed with caibines and lances. On fee 
him make towards them, they formed upon the beach, 


and ſeemed reſolved to diſpute his landing, firing jog 
| 
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i0ant ſhot at him as be drew nearer... tilLat laſt the 
boat being arrived within a reaſonable diftance of the 
volt advanced ſquadron, Mr. Brett ordered his people to 
fre, vppon which this reſclute cavalry. inſtantly ran in 


on eat confuſion, into the wood, through a ſmall open- 
we ug. In this precipitate flight one of their horſes fell 
ople A Cow and threw his rider; but whether he was wounded 
ber cr not, we could not leain, tor both man ard horſe ſoon 


got up again and followed the reſt into the wood. In the 


1 nean time the two other ſquadrons, who were drawn up 
d ro. aa great diſtance, behind, out of the reach of our ſhot, 
they Wil vere calm ſpectatois of the route of their comrades ; for 
nea bey had halted on our firſt approach, and never ad- 
any WY uoced afterwards. It was doubtleſs fortunate for our peo- 


the WY ple that the enemy aRed with fo little prudence, and ex- 
ated ſo little ſpirit ; for had they concealed themſelves 
ern, il our men had landed, ic is ſcarcely poſſible but the 
hick WY #hole boat's crew mutt have fallen into their hands; fince 
the WY the Spaniards were not much ſhort of two hundred, and 
ard; WY the whole number with Mr. Brett,, as has been already 
mentioned, only amounted to ſixieen. However the diſ- 
ther WY covery of ſo conſiderable a force, collected in this bay of 
the Praplan, obliged us conſtantly to keep a boat or two 
jult WY before it: For we were apprehenfive that the Cutter, 
the WI which we had left to cruiſe off Acapulco, might, on her 
ne- eturn, be ſurpriſed by the enemy, if the did not receive 
our WM finely information. of her danger. But now to proceed 
the WY vith the account of the harbour of Chequetan. 
bay After our unſucceſsful; attempt to engage the people 
ore of the country to furniſh us with the neceſſaries we want- 
the ed, we deſiſted from any more endeavours of the fare. 
ay, nature, and were obliged to be contented with what we 
ons Wl could procure for ourſelves in the neigabourhood of the 
ad- port. We caught fiſh here in tolerable quantities, eſpe- 
Cn WY clally when the ſmoothneſs of the water permitted us to 
he i bale the Seyne. Amongſt the reſt, we got here cavallies, 
bay beams, mullets, ſoles, fiddle fich, ſea eggs, and lobſters : 
et- And we here, and in no other place, met with that ex- 
ſes, N vaodinary fiſh called the Torpedo, or numbing fiſh, 
which is in ſhape very like the fiddle fiſh, and is not to 
be known from it but by a brown circular ſpot of 
out the bigneſs of' a crown piece near the * 
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of its back; perhaps its figure will be better underſtog 
when | fay it is a flat fiſh, much reſembling the thor 
back. This fiſh, the Torpedo, is indeed of a moſt ſi 
| gular nature, productive of the ſtrangeſt effects on the 
uuian body: For whoever handles it, or happens che 
to ſet his foot upon it, it is preſently ſeized with a nun} 
neſs all over him; but which is more diſtinguiſhable j 
that limb which was in immediate contact with it. The 
ſame effect too will be in ſome degree produced by touch 
ing the fiſh with any thing held in the hand; for | ny 
ſelf had a conſiderable degree of numbneſs conveyed i 
my right arm, through a walking cane which | reſts 
on the body of the fiſh for ſome time; and Lake n 
doubt but l thould have been much more ſenſibly affed 
ed, had not the fiſh been near expiring when I made thy 
experiment: for it is obſervable that this influence a0 
with moſt vigour when the fiſh is firſt taken” out of the 
water. and entirely ceaſes when it is dead, ſo thatit 
may be then handled or even eaten without any inco 
venience. I ſhall. only add that the numbneſs of n 
arm on this occaſion did not go off on a ſudden, as the 
accounts of ſome naturaliſts gave me teaſon to expeth 
but diminiſhed gradually, fo that I had ſome ſenſation 0 
it remaining till the next day. 1:51 6,98 
To the account given of the fiſh we met with here, | 
muſt add, that though turtle now grew ſcarce, and we niet 
with none in this harbourof Chequetan, yet our boats,which, 
as | have mentioned, were ſtationed off Petaplan, ofith 
ſupplied us therewith; and though this was a food that ve 
had now been fo long as it were confined to, (for it ws 
the only freſh proviſions which we had taſted for near fir 
months) yet we were far from being cloyed with it, 0 
from finding that the reliſh we had of it at all diminiſhed 
The animals we met with on ſhore were principally 
guanoes, with which the country abounds, and which ar 
by ſome reckoned delicious food, We ſaw no beaſts 0 
prey here, except we ſhould eſteem that amphibious ant 
mal the alligator, as ſuch, ſeveral of which our people 
diſcovered, but none of them very large. However, t 
were ſatisfied that there were great numbers of tygel 
in the woods, though none of them came in fight ; fe 
we every every morning found the beach near the water 
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nz place imprinted very thick with their footſteps ; But 
ve never apprehended any miſchief from them; for 
they are by no means ſo fieice as the Aftatic or African 
yger, and are rarely, if ever, known to attack mankind, 
ids were here in (ſufficient plenty; for we had abund- 
ance. of pheaſants of different kinds, ſome of them of 
an uncommon ſize, but they were very dry and taſteleſs 
ſood. And beſides theſe we had a variety of ſmaller birds, 
particularly parrots, which we often killed for food. 

The fruits and vegetable reſreſhments at this place 
were neither plentiful nor of the beſt kinds; Lhere were, 
it is true, a few buſhes ſcattered about the woods, which 
ſupplied us with limes, but were ſcarcely could procure 


of an agreeable acid, called in Tamaica, the Hog-Plum, 
together with another fruit called a Papah, wee the on- 
ly fruits to be found in the woods, Nor is there any 
other uſeful vegetable here worth mentioning, except 
brook lime: This indeed, grew in great quantities near 
the freſh-water banks; and as it was eſteemed an anti- 
ſcorbutic, we fed upon it frequently, though its extreme 
bitterneſs made it very unpalatable. | . 

Theſe are the articles moſt worthy of notice in this har- 
bour of Cheguetan. I ſhall only mention a particular of the 
coalt lying to the weſtwaid of it, that to the eaſtward 
having been already deſcribed. As Mr, 4n/on was always 
attentive to whatever might be of conlequence to thoſe 
who might frequent theſe ſeas hereafter ; and, as we had 
obſerved that there was no double land to the weſtward 
of ( bequetan, which ſtretched out to a conſiderable diſ- 
tar ce with a kind of opening, which appeared not unlike 
the inlet to ſome harbour, .the Commodore, ſoon after 
we came to an anchor, ſent a boat to diſcover it more 
accurately, and it was found on a near examination, 
that the two hills, which formed the double land, were 
joined together by a valley, ard that there was no har- 
bour nor ſhelter between then. * 

By all that hath been ſaid it will appear, that the con- 
veniencies of this port of Cheguetan, particularly in the ar- 
ticks of refreſhment, are not altogether ſuch as might be 
deſi ed: but yet upon the whole, it is a place of con- 
' fiderable con equence, and the knowledge of it may ur 
0 


enough for our preſent uſe; and theſe, with a ſmall plum 
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of great import to future cruiſers, For it is the only ſe. 
cure harbour in a vaſt extent of coaſt, except Acapulcy 
which is in the hands of the enemy. It lies at a proper dil. 
tance from Acapulco, for the convenience of ſuch ſhips 2 
may have any deſigns on the Manila galeon; and it is x 
place where wood and water may be taken in with grey 
ſecurity, in deſpight of the efforts of the inhabitants of the 
adjacent diſtrict: For there is but one narrow path which 
leads through the woods into the country, and this is eah- 
ly-to be ſecurgd, by a very ſmall party, againſt all the 
ſtrength, the Spaniards in that neighbourhood can muſter, 
After this account of Chequeten, and the coaſt contiguous 
to it, we ſhall return to the recital of our own proceedings, 


Cnar. XIII. Our Proedings at Chequetan' and on ih 
adjacent coaft till our ſetting ſail for Aſia. 


Yona next morning, after our coming to anchor in 
the harbour of Chegue/an,we ſent about ninety of our 
men well armed on ſhore, forty of whom were ordered to 
march into the country, as hath been mentioned, and 
the remaining fifty were employed to cover the watering 
place, and to prevent any interruption from 'the natives, 
Here we completed the unloading of the Carmelo and 
Carmin, which we had begun at ſea; at leaſt, we took out 
of them the indigo, cocoa, and cochineal, with ſome iron 
for ballaſt, which were all the goods we intended to pre- 
ſerve, though they did not amount to a tenth of their car- 
goes. Here too it was agreed, after a mature conſultation, 
to deſtroy the Trya/'s Prize, as well as the Carmelo and Car- 
min, whoſe fate had been before reſolved on. Indeed the 
ſhip was in good repair and fit for the ſea; but as the whole 
numbers on board our ſquadron did not amount to the 
complement of a fourth rate inan of war, we found it was 
impoſſible to divide them into three ſhips, without render- 
ing them incapable of navigating in ſafety in the tem. 
peſtuous weather we had reaſon to expect on the coal 
of China, where we ſuppoſed we ſhould arrive about 
the time of the change of the monſoons. Theſe con- 
ſiderations determined the Commodore to deftroy the 
Tryal's Prize, and to reinforce the Glouceſter with the 
_ greateſt part of her crew. And in conſequence 1 
| reſolve, 
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reſolve, all the ſtores on board the Tryal's Prize were 


hy removed into the other ſhips, and the Prizz herſelf, with 
if. the Carmelo and Carmin, were prepared for ſcuttling with 
all the expedition we were maſters of ; but the great dif- 
„ WY fculties we were under in laying in a ſtore of water 
en (vbich have been already touched on) together with the 
the beceſſary repairs of our rigging and the other unavoida- 


ble occupations, took us up ſo. much tune, and found us 
a6. WY fuch unexpected employment, that it was near the end of 
the April before we were in a candition to leave the place. 

er, During our ſtay. here, there happened an incident, 
om WI which, as it proved the means of convincing our friends 
19s, in England of our ſafety, which for ſome time they had 
| deſpaired of, and were then in doubt about, I ſhall beg 
1 WY |eave particularly to recite. I have obſerved in the pre- 
ceding chapter, that from this harbour of Chequetan 


there was but one path-way which led through the woods 


u WT into the country. This we found much beaten, and were 
our WY (hence convinced, that it was well-known to the inhabi- 
to unts. As it paſſed by the ſpring- head, and was the on- 
.nd avenue by which the Speriards could approach us, we, 


at ſome diſtance beyond the tpring head, felled ſeveral 


10 

5 large trees, and laid them one upon the other acroſs the 
ind path; and at this barricadoe we conſtantly kept a guard: 
dur 40d we beſides ordered our men employed in watering 
On to have their arms ready, and, in caſe of any alarm, to 
re. WJ march inſtantly to this poſt. And though our principal 
11 Intention was to pre vent our being diſturbed by any ſud- 


den attack of the enemy's horſe, yet it anſwered another 


on 

wg purpoſe, which was not in itſelf leſs important; this was 
the to hinder our own people from ſtraggling ſingly into the 
ole country, where we had reaſon to beſieve they would be 
the lurpriſed by the Spaniards, who would doubtleſs be ex- 
vas WY bemely ſolicitous to pick up ſome of them, in hopes of 


getting intelligence of our future deſigns. To avoid this 
convenience, the ſt1iReſt orders were given to the cen- 
unels, to let no perſon whatever pals beyond their poſt: 
but notwithſtanding this precaution, we miſſed one Leuui⸗ 


zut 

* Leger, who was the Commodore's Cook; and as he was 
the frenchman, and ſuſpected to be a Papiſt, it was by ſome 
the magined that he had deſerted, with a view of betraying 


the 


al that he knew to the — but this appeared, by 


* 4 
7 © 7 3 "I 4 
+ * N 8 * in* *» \ 
4 2 FW & 
«4 * . y * = 
- : 77% 


— 


242 * A Orr AdG E 
the event, to be an ill- grounded ſurmiſe; for it was g. 
terwards known that he had been taken by ſome Indian, 
who carried him priſoner to Acapulco, from whence he 
was transferred to Mexico, and thence 10 Vera Crug, 
where he was thipped on boarda veſſel bound to Oi h 
And the veſſel being obliged by ſome accident to pu 
into Liſbon, Leger eicaped on (ſhore, and was by the 
Britiſh Conſul tent from thence to England; wheie he 
brought the firſt authentic account of the fafety of the 
Commodore, and of what he had done in the Sau 
Seas. The relation he gave of his own ſeizure was, tha 
he rambled into the woods at ſome diſtance from the bar: 
ricadoe, where he had firſt attempted to paſs, but had 
been ſtopped and threatened to be puniſhed; that his prin- 
cipal view was to get a quantity of limes for his Maſter; 
ſtore; and that in this occupation he was ſurpriſed uns- 
wares by four Indians, who ſtripped him naked, and car 
ried him in that condition to Acapulco, expoſed to the 
ſcorching heat of the ſun, which at that time of the year 
ſhone with its greateft violence: And afterwards at Mex. 
co his tieatment in priſon was ſufficiently ſevere, and the 
whole courſe of bis -captivity was a-continued inftance 
of the_hatred, which the Spaniurds bear to all thoſe who 
endeavour to diſturb them in the -peaceable poſfefion of 
the coaſts of the Sourh-Seas.  lndeed Leger's fortune was 
upon the whole, extremely ſingular ; tor after the he- 
zards he had run in the Commodore's ſquadron, and the 
| ſeverities he had ſuffered in his long confinement amongſ 
the enemy, a more lata] diſaſter atiended him on his fe 
turn to Exgland: For though, when he arrived in Lond, 
ſome of Mr. Anſon's friends intereſted themſelves in re- 
lieving him from the poverty to which his captivity bad 
reduced him; yet he did not long enjoy the benefit o 
their humanity, for he was killed in an inſignificant night 
'brawl, the cauſe of which could ſcarcely be dilcovered. 
And here I muſt obſerve, that though the enemy nes 
appeared in ſight during our ſtay in this harbour, yet ue 
erceived that there were large parties of them 1ncawped 
in the woods about us; for we could ſee their ſinokes, 
and could thence determine that they were poſted 104 
circuhir line ſurrounding us at a diſtance ; add juſt before 


our coming away they ſeemed, by the increale ot the 
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fres, to have received a conſiderable reinforcement. But 
return: | 

e he - Towards the latter end of April, the unloading of our 
rus, WM three: prizes, our wooding and watering, and in ſhort, | 
pain, Wl ll our propoſed employments at the harbour of Cheque» 
ö put in, were compleated : So that, on the 27th of April, 
the the 7s Prize, the Carmelo and the Carmin, all which 
e bel ve bere intended to deſtroy, were towed on ſhore and 
f the WM fcuttled, and a quantity of combuſtible materials were 
Sou WY didributed in their upper works; and the next morning 
that the Centurion and the Gloucefter weighed anchor, but as 
bar. there was but little wind, and that not in their favour, 
ba they were obliged to warp out of the harbour. When 
prin I they had reached the offing, one of the boats was diſ- 
ters WY patched back again to Tet fice to our prizes, which was 
un+-W accordingly executed. And a Canoe was left fixed to a 
J grapnel in the middle of the harbour, with a bottle in 
o the it well corked, incloſing a letter to Mr. Hughes, who 
year Wl commanded the Cutter, which was ordered to cruiſe be- 
Mexi-W fore the port of Acapulco, when we came off that ſtation, 
d thefW And on this occaſion I muſt mention more particularly, 
ance than | bave yet Hone, the views of the Commodore in 
who leaving the Cutter before that porn. | 

on ol When were neceſſitated to make for Chegnetan to 
was, take in our water, Mr. Anſon conſidered that our being 
» ha-W in that barbour would ſoon be known at Acapulco; and 
d the therefore he hoped, that on the intelligence of our being 
engl employed in port, the galeon might put to ſea, eſpecially 
15 fees Chequetan is ſo very remote from the courſe generally 
nd fieered by the galeon : He therefore ordered the Cutter 
1 fe. to cruiſe twenty-four days off the coaſt of Acapulco, and 
bed ber Commander was directed, on perceiving the galeon 
clit o under (ail, to make the beſt of his way to the Conimo- 
nige dore at Cheguetan. As the Centurion was doubtleſs a 
red. much better ſailor than the galeon, Mr. Anſon, in this 
ne vel caſe reſolved to have got to ſea as ſoon as poſſible, and to 


ct wel have purſued the galeon acroſs the Pacific Ocean: And 
wipe ſuppoſing be ſhould not have met with her in his paſſage 
OKES, 


(which conſidering that he would have kept nearly the 
ame parallel, was not very improbable) yet he was cer- 
tain of arriving off Cape Eſpiritu Santo, on the Iſland 
of Samal, before her; and 1 being the firſt land ſhe makes 

2 „ 


ern 
on her return to the Philippines, we could not have fäl 
to have fallen in with her, by coping a few days in bat 
ſtation. But the Viceroy of Mexico ruined this projet, / 
keeping the galeon in the port of Acapulto all that year 
The. letter left in the canoe for Mr. Hughes; the Com: 
mander of the Cutter, (the time of whoſe return wit 
now conliderably elapſed) directed him to go baek in- 
mediately to his former ſtation before Acapulro, Wheig 
he would find Mr. Anſon, who reſolved to cruiſe fot hig 
there for a certain number of days; after which it Was 
added, Wee nn return, to the ſouth⸗ 
ward-to join the;reſt of the ſquadron, This lat” article 
324 Aae to deceive the Laniar d, itt BU poſſe. 
ſion of the canoe, (as we afterwards learnt they did) but 
could not impoſe, on Mr. Hughes, Who well knew that 
the Commodore had no ſquadron to join, nor any inter 
tion of ſheeviog back» Per 1 
Being now in the offing of Chequetan, bound crok 
the vaſt Pacific Ocean in our way to China, we wete in. 
patient to run off the coaſt as ſoon as poſſible; for as the 
ſtormy ſeaſon was approaching apace, and as we, had ng 
further views in the American ſeas, we had hoped tha 
nothing would have pricvented us from ſtanding to the 
weſtward, the moment we got out of the harbour of 
Chequetan: And it was no ſmall mortification to us, that 


our neceſſiry employment there had detained us ſo much 
longer than we had expected; and now we were farther 


detained by the abſence of the Cutter, and the ſtanding 
towards Acapulco in ſearch of her. Indeed as the time ot 
her cruiſe had been expired for near a fertnight, we ful: 
peed that ſhe had been diſcovered from the ſhore; 
and that the Governor of Acapulco had thereupon ſent 


out a force to ſeize her, which as ſhe carried but u 
hands, was no very difficult enterprize. However, thi qu 


being only conjecture, the Commodore, as ſoon as ell ve 


was got clear of the harbour of Cheguetan, ftood along 


the coaſt to the eaſtward in ſearch ot her: And e prev "nt 


vent her from paſſing by us in the daik, we brought WI rec 


every night; and tne Glouce/fer, whole ſtation was4 


league within us towards the ſhore, carried alight, which 4) 
the Cutter could not but petceive, if ſhe kept 2/0" 
ſhore, as we ſuppoſed ſhe would do; and as a farther © 


curity, the Centurion and the Glouceſter alternately ſhewel 
Eg | two 
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wo ſalſe fires every half, hour. Indeed, had ſhe eſcaped 


boat, we gave her over for loft, which befides the com- 
paſſionate concerns ot our ſhip*mates, and for what-it 


iled us, ſhe would have found orders in the canoe to have re- 
that turned immediately before Acapulco, | where Mr. Anſon 
„ by ;cpoſed io cruile lor Her ſome days, „„. oY ö 
ar, By Sunday, the 2d of May, we were advap cell wit hin . 
om: mee 1-agues of Acapulco, and having ſeen nothing of out I 


Im- SLY . | i 4 rg ns - 
here WI was apprehended they might have ſuffered,” was! itſelf 
Hm a misfortune, Which in. cur preſent ſcarchy of hands, we 


was BY were all greatly intereſted. ia? For the Crew of the Cite 
uth- WH conſiſting of fix men and the Lieutenant,” were the ve 1 
cle WY flower of our people, purpoſely pickr out for this vice, 1 


el. end known to be every one, of thein of tried and appro\ 
bu WM ed reſolution. and as ſkilful ſeamet as ever arod'a deck, 
that WJ However, as it was the general belief among us that the 
ten- vere taken and carried into Acapulco, he Commodd! 
F prudence ſuggeſted a projeQ which we boped would ret - 
rol Wi ver them, I his was founded, on our having many Spas 
in- % and Indian priſoneis in our pofſefſion, and à number 
the i cf fick Negroes, who could be of no ſeivioe to us ii 
{ n0 be navigating of the ſhip. The Commodore therefore 
tha Wl wrote a letter the ſame day to the Governor of Acapulco, 
the BN telling him, that he would releaſe them all, provided the 
r of Wl Governor returned the Cutter's crew; and the letter was 
that i diſpatched the fame. afternoon by a Spaniſh Officer, of 
uch WF whoſe honour we had a good opinion, and Who was 
ther Bi furniſhed with, a launch belonging to one of our prizes, 
Jing rd a crew of ſix other priſoners who all gave their pa- 
e of wle for their retumn. The officer too, befides the Com- 
ful modore's leiter, carried with him a joint petition ſigned 
re; Wl ©) all tbe reſt of the priſoners, beſeeching his Excellence 
ſent WY to acquieſce in the terms propoſed for their liberty: Fro 
in BY = conſideration, of the number of our priſoners, and-the 
tha quality of ſome of them, we did not doubt but the Go- 
de ernor would readily comply with Mr. Anſon's propofal, 
on ad therefore we kept plying on and off the whole night, 
pre: '"tending to keep well in with the land, that we might. 
ecerve an antwer at the limited time, Which was the next 
Gy, being Monday: But both on the Monday, and Turf 
day we were driven ſo far off ſhore, that we could not 
lope to receive any anſwer ; and on the Wedve/duy morn- 
| | : | ing 
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ing we found ourſclves fourteen leagues from the harbour 
of Acapulco; but as the wind was now favourable, ws 
prefſed forwards with all our fail, and did not doubt of 
getting in with the land in a few hours.” Whilſt we were 
thus ſtanding in, the man at the maſt head called out that 
he ſaw a boat under fail at a confiderable diſtance to the 
South eaſtward ; This we took for granted was the at- 
ſwer of the Goveroor to the Commodore's meffage, and 
we inſtantly edged towards it ; but when we drew near- 
er, we found to our unſpeakable joy that it was our own 
Cutter. While ſhe was ſtill at a diſtance we imagined 
that ſhe had been diſcharged out of the port of Acapules 
by the Governor; but when ſhe drew nearer, th&wan 
and meager countenances of the crew, the length of their 

rds, and the feeble and hollow tone of their voices, 
convinced us that they had ſuffered, much greatet hard- 
ſhips than could be expected from even the ſeveriiies of 2 
Speniſb priſon. They were obliged to be helped into the 
ſhip, add were immediately put to bed, and with reft and 
nouriſhing diet, which they. were Ea ſupplied 
with from the Commodore's table, they recovered their 
health and vigour apace : And now we learnt that they 
had kept the ſea the whale time, of their abſence, which 
was above fix weeks, that when they had finiſhed their 
cruiſe before Acapulco, and had juſt begun to ply to the 
weſtward in order to join the ſquadron, a ſtrong adverſe 
current had forced them down the coaſt to the eaſt- 
ward in ſpight of all their efforts; that at length, their 
water being all expended, they were obliged to ſearch 
the coaſt farther on to the eaſtwaid, in queſt of ſome 
convenient landing place, where they might get a freſh 
ſupply; that in this diſtreſs they ran upwards of eighty 
leagues to the leeward, and found every Where fo large 
a turf, that there was not the leaſt . poſſibility of their 
landing; that they had paſſed ſome days in this dreadful 
fituation, without water, and having no other means left 
them to allay their thuſt than oY the blood of the 
turtle, which they caught ; and at laſt, giving up all 
hopes of relief, the heat of the climate too augmenting 
their neceſſities, and rendering their ſufferings inſupporta- 
ble, they abandoned themſelves to deſpair, fully per- 


ſuaded that they ſhould periſh by the moſt terrible'of all 
| | | deaths; 
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deaths; but that they were ſoon aſter happily relieved 
by a moſt unexpeQed incident, for there fell ſo heavy a 

vin, that by ſpreading, their fails horizontally, and by 

putting bullets in the centeis of them io dia them to a 

point, the y caught as much water, as filled all their caſks z 
that inuncdiately upon this fortunate ſupply they ſtood 

o the weſtward in queſt of the Commodore; and being 

now luck:ly favoured by a ſtrong current, they joined us 

in leis than-fitty hours, from the time they ſtood to the 

weſtward, alter having been abſent. from us full forty» 

thrce days. Thoſe who have an idea of the inconſider- 
able ſize of & Cutter belonging to a ſixty-gun ſhip, (be- 
ag only an open boat about twenty-two feet in length) 

and who will attend to the various accidents to-which ſhe. 
was. expoled during a fix weeks continuance alone, in 
the open ocean, on ſo impraQiicable and dangerous a 
coaſt, will readily own, that her return to us at laſt, af+ 
ter all the dificulaes. which ſhe aQually experienced, and 
the hazards to which ſhe was each hour expoſed, may be 
conſidered as little ſhort.of miraculous. 

cannot fiaiſh the article of this Cutter, without re- 
marking how little reliance Navigators ought to have on 
the accounts of the. Buccaneer writers: For though in this 
wn of hers, eighty leagues to the eaſtward of Acapulco, 
ſhe found no place where it was poſſible for a boat to 
land, yet thoſe writers-have not.been aſhamed to feign 
harbours ard convenient watering places within theſe 
limits, thereby. expoſing ſuch as ſhould confide in their 
relations, to the riſque of being deſtroyed by thirſt, 

And now having received ow Cutter, the ſole object of 
our coming a ſecond time before Acapulco, the Commo- 
dere refolved. not to loſe a moment's time longer, but to 
run off the coaſt with the utmoſt expedition, both as the 
iormy ſeaſon on the coaſt of Mexico was now approaching 
ꝛpace, and as we were apprehenſive of having the weſter- 
ly monfoon to ſtruggle with when we came upon the coaſt 
ol China, and therefore he no longer ſtood towards Acapul- 


©, as he now wanted no anſwer from the Governor; but 


jet he reſolved not to deprive his priſoners of the liber- 
ly, which he had promiſed them ; ſo that they were all 
Immediately embarked in two launches which belonged. 
to our prizes, thoſe from the Centurion in one launch, 
and 
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148 A VOY AGE 
and thoſe from the Glouceſter in the other. The launches 
were well equipped with maſts, fails and oars ; and lef 
the wind might prove unfavourable, they had a flock 
of water and proviſions put on board them ſufficient 
for. fourteen days. There were diſcharged thirty-nine 

rſons from on board the Centurion, and eighteen 

m the Ghuce/ter, the greateſt part of them Spaniard, 
the reſt Indians and fick Negroes ; but as our crews were 
very weak, we kept the Mulattoes and ſome of the 
ſtouteſt of the Negroes, with a few Indians, to aſſiſt us; 
but we diſmiſſed every Spaniſh priſoner whatever. We 
have fince learnt, that theſe two launches arrived ſafe at 
Acapulco, where the priſoners could not enough ext] 
the humanity with which they had been treated; and that 
the Governor, before their arrival, had returned a very 
obliging anſwer to the Commodore's letter, and had at. 
tended it with a preſent of two boats laden with the 
choiceſt refreſhments and proviſions which were to be got 
at Acapulco; but that theſe boats not having found out 
ſhips, were at length oblized ro put back again, aſter 
having thrown all their provifions over-board in à ſtorm 
which threatened their deſtruction. 

The fending away our prifoners was our laft tranſic- 
tion on the American coalt'; for no ſooner had we parted 
with them, than we and the Ghhuceſer made fail to the 
S. W. propoſing to get a good cfling from the land, 
where we hoped ina few days, to meet with the regular 
trade-wind, which the accounts of former Navigators 
had repre ſented as much briſker and ſteadier in this ocean, 
than in any other part of the globe: For it has been eſ- 
teemed no uncommon paſſage, to run from hence to the 
eaſtermoſt parts of Afia in two months ; and we flatter- 
ed ourſelves that we were as capable of making an ex- 
peditious paſſage, as any ſhips that had ever run'this 
courſe before us: So that we hoped ſoon to gain the 
coaft of China, far which we were now bound. And 
conformable to the general idea of this navigation give" 
by former Voyagers, we corifidered it as free from all 
kinds of embarrafſinent of bad weather, fatigue, or ſick. 
neſs ; and conſequently we undertook it with alacrity, ef 
pecially as it was no contemplible ſtep towards our art. 


val at our native country, for which many of us by this 
| tune 
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ine began to have great longings. Thus, on the th of 
May, we, ſor the laſt time, loſt "gt of the mountains of 


{ef Mexico, per ſuaded that in a ſew Weeks, we ſhould arrive 
lock it the river of Canton in China, here we expected to meet 
dem vb many Eng liſb ſhips, and numbers of our countrymer; 
"ne By ind hoped, to, enjoy the advantages of an amicable well 
wy frequented pott, inhabited by a poliſhed people, and 


:bounding with the conveniencies and indulgencies of a 
yy ivilzed life; bleſſings, which now, for near twenty 
months had never been once in our power. But there 


W. yet remains, (before we take our, rave of Amer ca) the 
Why conſideration, of a e wel worthy of attention, the 
10) WY <i<ufſion of which ſhall be referred to the enſuing chapter. 
— Cane, XIV. A brief Account of what might hade Been e- 
4, peed from our ſpuadron, had it arrived in the South» 
the Seas in good time. | i 5 
py” . FTER the,recital of the tranſactions of ibe Com- 
1 modore, and the ſhips under his command, on the 
Mm coalts, of Peru and Mexico, as contained in the prec ec ing 
part of this bopk, it will be no uſeleſs digrefſian to ex- 
wine what the whole ſquadron might have been capa- 
el ble of atchieving, had it arrived in t oſe ſeas in ſo good 


he g plight, as it would probably have done, had the paſ- 


age round Cape Horn been attenipted in a more ſæa ſona- 


* ble time of the year. This diſquiſmion may be ſervice- 
de to thoſe who ſhall hereaſter form projects of the like 
n ture for that part oß the world, or may be entruſted 
. WH vb their execution. And therefore I propoſe, in this 


he cbapter, to conſider as ſuccinAly.as I can, the numerous 
advantages which the public might have received front 

. de ſoperations of the ſquadton, had it ſet fail from Eng-- 
ua few months ſooner. EE. 


by And firſt, I muſt ſuppoſe, that in the ſummer time we 
id wbt have got round Cape Horn with an inconfiderable 
" loss, and without any damage to our ſhips or rigging, . 
| For the Duke and Dutcheſs of Briſtol, who between them 


. bad above three hundred men, buried no more than two, 


ba the coaſt of Bragil to Juas Fernandes; aud out o 
an hundred and eighty-three hands which were on board. 
le Duke, there-were only twenty-one ſick of the ſcurvy, 
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. When they arrived at that Iſland © Whence as men gf 
war are much better provided with all conveniencig 
than privateers, we might doubtlets have appeared be. 
fore Bald wia in full ſtiength, and in a condition of en- 
tering immediately on action; and therefore, as' that 
pluce was ina very defenceleſs ſtate, its cannon incapable 
of tervice, and its garriſon in great meature unarmed, it 
was impaſſible that it could have oppoted our force, or 
\that its halt-ſtarved inhabitants, moſt of whom are con- 
ves baniſhed thither from other parts, could have had 
any other thoughts than that of fubantting ; and Balli. 
via, which is a woſt excellent port, being once taken, 
we ſhould immediately have been terrible to the whole 
kingdom of Chili, and ſhould doubtlels have awed the 
mott diſtant parts of the Spaniſh Empire. Indeed, it is 
far from improbable that, by a prudent uſe of our ad. 
vantages, we might have given a violent ſhock to the 
authority of Spain on that whole Continent ; and might 
have rendered ſome, at leaſt, of her provinces inde 
dent. This weuld doubtleſs have turned the whele at- 
tention cf the Spaniſh Miniſtry to that part of the world 
where the danger would have been ſo pfieſſing: And 
thence Great- Britain, and her Allies, might have been 
rid of the numerous embarraſſments, which the wealth 
of the Spaniſh Indies, operating in conjunction with the 
Gallic intrigues, have conſtantly thrown in her way. 

And that I may not be thought to over-rare the force 
of this ſquadron, by aſcribing to it a power of overturn- 
ing the Spaniſh Government in America, it is neceſſity 
to premiſe a few obſervations on the condition of the 
provinces bordering on the South Seas, and on the diſpoh- 
tion of the inhabitants, both Spaniards and Indians, at that 
time; by which it will appear, that there was great dF 
ſention among the, Governors, and diſſaffection among 
the Creolians ; that they were in want of arms and ſtores, 
and had fallen into a total negleR of all military regula- 
tions in their garriſons ; and that as to the /ndians on their 
frontier, they were univerſally diſcontented, ard ſeemed 
to be watching with impatience. for the favourable mo- 
ment, when they might take a ſevere revenge” for the 
barbarities they had groaned under for more than tu 


ages; lo that every circumſtance concurred to pare 
| | the 
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ROUND THE WORLD. 251 
n of the enterprizes of our ſquadion. Ot all theſe particulars 
we were amply informed by the letters we took on board 


k our prizes, none of theſe veſſels, as I remember, having 
en- had the precaution to throw her papers over-beard. 

thar The ill blood amongſt the Governors was greatly aug- 
ble meuted by their apptehenſions of our ſquadron ; for 
\ it every one being willing to have it believed, that the bad 
| condition of his government was not the effect of neg- 


lizence, there wete continual demands and remonſtran- 
had ces amonglt them, in order to throw the blame upon 
U. each other. Thus, for inſtance, the. Preſident of St. 
Fago in Chili, the Preſident of Panama, and many other 
ole Governors, and military officers, were perpetually ſoli- 
the citing the Viceroy of Peru to furniſh them with the ne- 
tis ceſſary ſupplies of money.for putting their provinces and. 


ad- places in a prope flate of defence to oppoſe our deſigns : 
the But the cuttomary aniwer of the Viceroy to theſe.repre-. 
pht ſentations was the emptineſs of the royal cheſt at Lima, 
Þn- WI and the difficulties he was under to ſupport the expences 
at. of his own Goveinment; aod in one of his letters (which 
1d, we intercepted), he mentioned his apprehenſions that he 


ind might even be neceſſitated to ſtop the pay of the.troops 
en and of the gattiſom of Callas,. the key of the whole king- 
Ith dom of Peru. Indeed he did at tunes reniit to theſe Gover- 


the nos ſore, part of their demands; but as what he ſent 
them was greatly ſhort of their Wants, it rather tended to 
ce be raiſing jealouſies and, beartburnings among them, than 


contributed to the purpoſes for which. it was interded. 
And befides. theſe mutual janglings amongſt the Go- 
rernors, the whole, body of the people were extremely 
diſſatisfied ; for they were ſully perſuaded that the affairs 
of Spain for many years before had been managed by 
the influence of a particular foreign intereſt, which was 
aitogether detached. from the advantages of the Spanifb 
Nation: So that the inhabitants of theſe diſtant provin- 
ces be lie ved theniſelves to be ſacrificed to an awbition, 
which never conſidered their. convenience or intereſts, 


lr 
od or paid any-regard to .the reputation of their name, or 
o- WI tbe honour of their country. That this. was the temper 


of the Creolian Spaniards al that time, might be evinced 
hom a hundred inſtances ; but I ſhall content myſelf 
with one, which is indeed concluſive ; This is the teſti- 

| | mony . 
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mony of the French Mathematicians ſent into Americy, 
to meaſure the magnitude of an equatorial degree of 
longitude. For in the relation of the murther of a fur. 
geon belonging to their company in one of the cities of 
Peru; and of the popular tumult occaſioned thereby, 
written by one of thoſe aftronomers, the author con. 
feſl-s, that the inhabitants, during the uproar, all join 
ed in imprecat.ons on their bad Governors, ard beſtow. 
ed the moſt abuſive language upon the French, deteſt. 
ing them, in all probability, more particularly as be. 
longing to a nation, to whoſe influence in the Spaniſþ_ 
Councils the Spaniards unputed all their misfortunes.” 
And whilſt the Creolian Spaniards were thus diffatis. 
fied, it appears by the letters we intercepted, that the 
Indians, on almoſt every frontier, were ripe for a revolt, 
and would have taken up arms on the lighteſt encou— 
ragement ; in particular, the Indians in the ſouthern part. 
of Peru ; as likewile the Arraucos, and the reſt of the 
Chilian Indians, the moſt powerful and terrible to the 
Spaniſh name of any on that Continent. For it ſeems, 
that in the diſputes between the Spaniards and the Indi- 
ans, which happened fome time before our arrival, the 
Spaniards had inſulted the Indians with an account of the 
force, which they expected from Old Spain under the 
command of Adnmital Fizarro, and had vaunted that he 
was coming thither to compleat the great work, which 
had been left unfiniſhed by his anceſtors. Theſe threats 
alarmed the Indians, and made them believe that their 
cxtirpation was reſolved on: For the Pizarros being 
the firſt conquerors of that coaſt, the Peruvian Indians 
held the name, an. all that bore it, in execration ; not 
having ſeigat the deſtiuctlon of their Monarchy, the 
maſſicre of their beloved Inca, Atapalipa, the extinction 
of their religion, and the Niughter of their anceſtors ; 
a!l perpetrated by the family of the Fizarros. Tie 
Chilian Indians too abkorred a Chief deſcended from 
thoſe, who, by their Lieutenants, had firſt artempred to 
inſſaße them, and had neceſſitated their Tribes, tor 
more than a Century, to be continually waſting theit 
blood in defence of their independency. e 
And let it not be ſuppoſed, that among thoſe barbs- 


rous nations the traditions of ſuch diſtant ran 
7 could 
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could not be continued till the preſent times; for all why 
have been acquainted with that part of the world agree, 
that the Indians, in their public feaſts, and annual ſo- 
[emoities, conſtantly revive the memory of theſe, tragic 
incidents; and thoſe who have been preſent at theſe 
ſpeclacles, have obſerved, that all the recitals and repre- 
ſentations of this kind wete received with an enthuhaſtic 
nge, and with ſuch vehement motions, as plainly evinced 
how ſtrongly the memory of their former wrongs was im- 
rlanted in them, and how acceptable the means of revenge 
would at all times prove. To this account I nwſt add too, 
that the Spaniſh Governors themſelves were ſo fully in- 
formed of the diſpoſition! of the Indians, and were ſo ap- 
prehenſive of a general deletion among them, that they 
employed all their Induſtry to reconcile the moſt danger- 
ous tribes, and to prevent them from immediately tak- 


ing up arms: Among the reſt, the Preſident of Chili in 


particular made large conceſſions to the Arriucos, and the 
other Chilian Indians, by which, and by diſtiibuting con- 
fderable preſents to their leading men, he at laſt got 
them to conſent to a prolongation of the truce between 
the two nations. But theſe negotiations were not con- 
cluded at the time when we might have been in the 


Stuth-Seas ; and had they been compleated, yet the 


batr-d of theſe Indians to the Spaniards was ſo great, that 
it would have been impoſſible for their Chiets to have 
prevented their joining us. | 14 
Thus then it appeais, that on our arrival in the Sourh- 
dea we might have found the whole coaſt unprovided 
with troops, and deſtitute even of ams: For we welt 


knew from very particular intelligence, that there were 


rot three kundred fire-arins, of which too the. greateſt 
part were matchlocks; in all the province of Chili. At 
tne ſame time, the Indians would have been ready to re- 
volt, the Spaniards diſpoſed to mutiny, and the Gover- 
nors enraged with each other, and each prepared to re- 
joice at the ditgrace of his antagoniſt; whilſt we, on the 
other hand, night have conſiſted of near two thouſand 
nen, the greateſt part in health and vigour, all well arme 
ed and united under a Chief whoſe enterpriſing genius (as 
we have feen) could not be depreſſed by a continued ſeries 
of the moſt ſiniſter events, and whoſe equable and 22 
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dent turn of temper would have remained unvaried, i, 
the midſt of the greateſt degree of good ſucceſs ; ang 
who beſides poſſeſſed, in a diſtinguiſhed manner, the 
two qualities, the moſt neceſſary in theſe uncommon un- 
deitakings; I mean, that of maintaining his authority, 
and preſerving, at the fame time, the affections oſ his 
2 Our other ofticets-100, of every rank, appear, 

y the experience the Pablic hath fince had of them, 10 
bave been equal-to any enterprize they might have been 
charged with by their Commander: And our men (at all 
tines brave if Vell conducted) in ſuch a cauſe where ttea-. 
ſure was the object. and under ſuch leaders, would doubt- 


It cannot then be conteſted, but that Baldivia muſt 
have ſurrendered on the appearance of our ſquadron : 
Atter which, it may be preſumed, that the Arraucos, the 
Pulches and Penguinches, inhabiting the banks of the river 
Imperial, about twenty-five leagues to the northward of. 
this place, would have immediately taken up arms, being 
diſpoſed, as hath been already related, and encouraged by 
the arrival of fo conſiderable a force in their neighbour- 
hood. As theſe Indians can bring into the field near thir- 
ty thouſand men, the greateſt part of them horſe, their 
firſt ſtep would doubileis have been the invading the pro- 
vince of Chili, which they would have found totally un- 
provided of ammunition and weapons; and as its inhabi- 
tants are a luxurious and effeminate race, they would 
have been incapable on ſuch. an emergency, of, giving 
any oppoſition! to this. rugged enemy: So that it is no 
ſtrained conje ure to imagine, that the Indians would 
have been foon maſters of the whole country. And the 
other Indians on the frontiers of Peru being equally diſpo!s- 
ed with the Arraucos to ſhake off the Spaniſh yoke, it is 
highly pi obable, that they likewiſe would have embraced 
the occaſion, and that a general inſurrection would have 
taken place through all the Spaniſh territories in South 4. 
merica ; in which cite, the only reſource lefi to the Cxes- 
lians (diſſatisfied as they were with the Spaniſh-Govern- 
ment) would have been to have made the beſt terins they 
could with their Indian neighbours, and to have witt- 
drawn themſelves from the obedience of a Maſter, who 
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1:4 ſhown ſo little regard to their ſecurity. This laſt ſup- | 
poßtion may perhaps appear chimerical to thoſe,” who 
ard of their own” experience; but the temper of the 


IN | 
V5 ines, and the ſtropg diſſike of the natives to the meaſures 
is then purſued by the Spaniſh Court. ſufficiently evince at 
Ir, ſealt its poſſibility. But not to inſiſt on the preſumption. 4 
10 o' a general revolt, it is ſufficient for our purpoſe io con- 1 
en clude, that the Arraucos would ſcarcely have failed of ta- 2 
all king arms on our appearance: For this alone would fo far 3 
a. have embarraſſed the enemy, that they would no longer 3 
t- have thought of oppoſing us; but would have turned all 3 
it their care to the Indian affairs; as they ſtill remember, 3 
with the utmoſt horror, the ſacking of their cities, the 7 
it rifling of their convents, the captivity of their wives and 5 
: daughters, and the deſolation of their country by theſe 
de reſolute ſavages, in the laſt war between the two nations. 43 
er For it muſt be remembered, that this tribe of Indians have 4 
of. been frequemly ſuccefsful againſt the Spaniards, and poſ- I 
8 ſeſs at this time a large tract of country, which was for- 4 
y merly full of Spaniſb towns and villages, whoſe inhabi- 4 
f. tants were all either deſtroyed, or earried into captivity: 3 
r by the Arrauces and the neighbouring Indians, who in a 
ir war againſt the Spaniards, never fail to join their forces, 
— But even, independent of an Indian revolt, there were 
|» but two places on all the coaſt of the Sourb Sea, which could 
- be ſuppoſed capable of reſiſting our ſquadron ; theſe were 3 
d the cities of Panama and Callao: As to the fiſt of theſe, Y 
1 its fortifications were fo decayed, and it was ſo much in 4 
0 want of powder, that the Governor himſelf, in an inter- 3 
d cepted letter, acknowledged it was incapable of being , 
0 defended ; ſo that I take it for granted, it would have 4 
— given us but little trouble, eſpecially if we had opened 7 
5 a communication acroſs the Iſthmus with our fleet on the, i 
1 other ſide : And for the city and port of Callao, its con- 3 
cit'on was not much better than that of Panama; for 3 


is walls are built upon the plain ground, without either 
outwork or ditch before them, and conſiſt only of very 
Nender feeble maſonry, without any earth behind them; 
lo that a battery of five or ſix pieces of cannon, raiſed any 
where within four cr five hundred paces of the place, 
would have had a full view of the whole rampart, = 
wou 
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would have opened it in 2 ſhoit time; and the breach 
hereby formed; as the walls are ſo extremely thin, cad 
not have been difficult of aſcent; for the ruins would 
have been but little higher than the ſurſace of the ground; 
and it woul a have yielded this patticulat advantage tothe 
aſſailants, thar the bullets, which grazed upon it, would 
have driven before them ſuch- ſhivers of biick and ſtone, 
as would have prevented-the garriſon from forming behind 
it, ſuppoſing' that the troops employed in the defence of 
the place: ſhould have fo far ſurpaſſed. the uſual. limits of 
Creoltan bravery, as to reſolve tO ſtand a general aſſauli: 
Indeed, ſuch a reſolution cannot be, imputed to them; 
for the garriſon and people were in general diſſatisſied 


with the Viceroy's behaviour, and were neyer expected 
to act a vigorous part The Viceroy himſelt greatly ap- 


prehended that the Commodore would make him a viſit 
at Lima, the capital of the Kingdom of Peru, z to pre- 
vent which, if poſſi>le, he had ordered twelve gallies to 
be built at Guaiaquii and other places, which were intend- 
ed to oppoſe the landing of our boats, and, to hinder us 
from puſhing our men on ſhore. But this was an im- 
practicable projt &, and ptocceded on the; ſuppolition that 
our ſhips, When we ſhould land our men, would. keep at 
ſuch a diſtance, that theſe gallies, by drawing little wa- 


ter, would have: been out of teach of their guns; 


whereas the Commodore, before he had made ſuch an al- 
tempt, would dowbileſs have been, poſſeſſed of ſeyeral 
prize ſhips, which he would yot have heſnated.to:haye 
run on ſhore for the protection of his boats; and beſides 
there were many places on that coalt, and one. in patli- 
cular in the neighbourhood ot Callus, where thete was 
good anchoring, though a great depth of Water, within 
a cable's length of the ſhore ; fo that the cannon of the 
men of war would have ſwept all the coaſt 10 above a 
mile's diſtance from the water's edge, and would have 
efft ctually prevented any torce rom aſſenibling, ' 10..0p» 
poſe the landing and forming of ur men: And the place 
had this additional ad vantage, that it was but two leagues 


diftant from the city of lima; ſo. that we might have 
been at that city within four hours after we ſhould, have 
been firſt diſcovered from the ſhore. The place | have 
here in view is about two leagues South of Callas, u 
3680S ju 
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juſt to the northward of the head: land ca Hed; in Freaiuy s 
draught of that coaſt, Morro Solar. Here there is ſe ven- 
y or eighty fathom of water, within two cables length 
if the ſhore ; and the\Spanierds themſeives were ſo ap- 
prehenfive of our attempting to land there; that they had 
projected to build a ſort cloſe to the water; but there be- 
ing no money in the royal chefts, they could not g6 on 
with that work, and therefore they contented tbemiel ves 
with keeping a guard of an hundred horſe: there, that 
they might be ſure to receive early notiee of our appears 
ance on, that coaſt. Indeed ſome of them (as we were 
told) conceiving our management at ſea to be as puſiltani 
mous as their own}, pretended that the Commodore would 
never dare to bring in his ſhips: there, for fear that im ſo 
zreat a depth of water their anchors could not hold them; 
And here let it not be iimagined, that | am proceedi 
upon groundleſs and extravagant prefumptions, when 
conclude, that fiſteen hundred or # thouſand of out peo- 
ple, well conduRted, ſhould have been an over- match ſor 
any numbers the Spaniards could nruſter in South America. 
For not to mention the experience we had of them at 
Paita and Petaplan, it niuſt be remembered that our Coins 
wodore was extremely ſolicitous to have all his men 
trained to the dextrous uſe of their fire ars; whereas the 
Spaniards, in this part of the world, were in greut want of 
anns, and were very awkward in the management of the 
{ew they had: And though on their repeated” repreſenta- 
lions, the Court of Spain had ordered ſeveral thouſand 
frelocks to be put on board Pigzarrd's ſquadron,” yet thoſe, 
it is evident, could not have been in America time 
enough to have been employed againſt us; ſo that bx 
cur arms, and our readineſs in the uſe of them (not to 
nh on the timidity and ſoſtneſs of our enemy) we ſhould 
in ſome degree have had the fame advantages, which the 
aniurdi themfelves had, in the firſt dilcovery of this 
country, againſt its naked and unarmed inhabitants. 
And now let it be confidered what were the events which 
we had to fear, or what were the circumſtances which 
could have prevented us from giving law to all the coaſt 
ol South America, and thereby cutting off from Spain the - 
reſources which ſhe drew front thoſe immenſe provinces; 
by ſen there was no force capable of oppoſing us; ſor 
how W- 


e 
W * 


parted from England as early as it ought to have done: 


advantages might have thence accrued to the Public, 


port in their poſſeſſion, either to rendezvous at os to refit; 


whatever neceſſaries, ſtores, or even men we vaai bd, ard 
might thereby have maintained our ſquadron in as goo! 
. a plight, as when it hiſt ſet ſail from St. Helen's. In ſhort, 
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how ſoon ſoever we had failed, Pizarro's. ſquadron con; 
not have failed ſooner. than it did, and therefore could 
not have avoided the fate it met with: As we ſhould 
have been maſters of the port of Chili; we could there 
have ſupplied ourſelves with the praviſions we wanted in 
the greateſt plenty ; and from Baldiwia to the equinoctial 
we ran no nique of loſing our men by ſickneſs, (that be- 
ing of all climates the moſt temperate and healthy) nor 
of having our ſhips diſabled by bad weather; and had 
we wanted hands to aſſiſt in the navigating our ſquadron, 
whilſt a confiderable part of our men were employed on 
ſhore, we could not have failed of getting whatever nun- 
bers. we pleaſed in the ports we ſhould; have taken, and 
the prizes which would have fallen into our hands ; and 
| muſt obſerve that the Inatant, who are the princi 
ſailors in that part of the world, are extremely docile, 
and dexterous, and though they are not fit to ſtruggle 
with the inclemencics of a cold climate, yet in tempe - 
rate ſeas they are moſt uſeful and laborious ſeamen: 
Thus then itappears, what important revolutions might 
have been brought about by our ſquadron, had it de- 
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And from hence it is eaſy to conclude, - what - immenſe 


For, as on our. ſucceſs it would have been impoſſible for 
the kingdom of Spain to bave received any treaſure from 
the provinces bordering on the South Sear, or even to have 
had any communication with them, it is certain that-the 
whole attention of that-Monarchy muſt have been imme- 
diately employed in regaining the poſſeſſion of theſe in- 
eſtimable territories, either by force or compact. Þy 
the firſt of theſe methods it was ſcarcely poſlible they 
could ſucceed ; for it muſt have been at leaft a twelve- 
month from our arrival, before any ſhips from Spain could 
get into the South-Seas, and thoſe perhaps ſeparated, dif 
abled, and ſickly ; and by that time they. woulu have had na 


whilſt we might have been ſupplied acroſs the Iſthmugwith 


it required but little prudence in the conduct of this buls 
nes 


als. 
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ud es to. bave rendered all the efforts of Spain, ſeconded by 
ud de power of Trance. ineffectual, and to have maintained 


our conqueſts in defiance of them both: So that hey 
ere must either have refolvee to ha ve left Great Britain mat- 
lin ers of the wealth of Sourb America, (the principal ſupport 
bal WY of all their deſtructive projects) or they muſt have ſub- 
be- itted to her terms, and have been contented to receive 
v0} BY theſe provinces back again, as an equivalent for thoſe 
ad WF beſtrictions to their future ambition, Which her prudence 
on, mould have dictated to them, Having thus diſcuſſed the 
0 Bl ;rodigious weight which the operations of our Squadron 
night have added to-the national influence of this king- 
nd BY dom, I ſhall here end this ſecond book, referring to the 
nd bert, the paſſage of the ſhattered remains of our force 
pul BY icroſs the Pacific Ocean, and all their future tranſaQons 


eh till the Comniodore*s arrival in England. er ö 
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: Wh Char. I. The run from the coaſt of Mexico te the La- 
or WM +, drones or Marian and. 
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re HEN, on the 6th of Mey 1742, we left the 
he coaſt of America, we ſtood to the 8. W. with a 


e« WF view of meeting the N. E. trade- wind, which the ac- 
counts of former writers made us expect at ſeventy or 
„ Wl cighty leagues diſtance from rhe land: We-had befides 


e) WH 2nother reafon for ſtanding to the ſouthward, which was 
e. WF the getting into the latitude of 1 3 or 14 North; that be- 
- ing the parallel where the Pacific Ocean is molt uſually 
18 


ed the ſafeſt : This laſt purpoſe we had ſoon anſwered, 


At the fame time we were alſo farther from the ſhore, 
than we had preſumed was neceſſary for the falling in 
with the trade-wind : But in this particular we were moſt 
gevoufly diſappointed ; ſor the wind ſtill continued to 
the weſtward, ot at beſt variable. As the getting into the 
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cofſed, and conſequently where the navigation is eſteem- 


being in a day or two ſufficiently advanced to the South. 
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N. E. trade was to us a matter of the laſt conſequence, we 

ſtood more to the ſouthward. and made many; experiments 

to meet with it. ; but all our efforts: were for; a long time 
3 unſucceſsful: So that ii was ſeven weeks, from our leaying 
* the coaſtf before we got juto the true 4 „This was 


— 8 2 — — — 


1 baffled with the contrary and variable Winds, which {or Wl 
| U that time perplexed: us, that We, were not as yet ad | 
4 vanced above a fourth part of the way, The delay alone 
4 were other circuniſtances attending it, Which . ; 
* | Dn $ » 

| d 

* 
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penteis ſecured this with fiſhing it, but the Glouceſter 
made a ſignal of diſtieſs; and We leaint that ſhe had a 
dangerous ſpring in her main-maſt, twelve feet below the 
truſſel- trees; ſo that ſhe could not carry any fail upon it 
Out Carpenters, on 4 riet examfnaroh of this: welt, 
found it fo very rotten and decayed, that they judged it 

| neceſſary to cut it down as low as it appeared to have 
been injured; and by this it was reduced te nothing but 

a ſtump. which ſerved only as a ſtep to the top maſt. T heſe 
accidents augmented our delay, and ocoa oned us great 
F anxiety about our future ſecurity; For on our leaving ibe 
A coaft of Mexico; the ſcurvy. had begun to make 11s appear- 
ance again amongſt our people; though from our depat- 
ture from Juan Fermandes we had:till ii en enjoyed a moſt 
uninien upted ſtate. of health. We too well knew the eſ⸗ 
1 feQs of this diſeaſe, from our former ſata} experience, to 
* ſappoſe that any thing but a ſpeedy paſſage could ſecure 
2 the greater part of our crew from periſhing by it: And 
as, after being ſeven weeks at ſea, there did not appear 
any rea ſons that could perſuade us, we were-nearer-the 
trade- wind, than when we firft; ſet out, there was no 
round ſor us to ſuppoſe, but our paſſage would prove at 
ſt three times as long as we firſt expected; and 1 

; quently 
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gently we had the melancholy proſpect. either pf dying 


| yy the (cur vy,/ er periſhing with the ſhip for went öf 
me WJ 1106s to navigate her. Indeed, ſont amongſt us weile 
ing t frſt willing to believe, that in chis warm climate, ſo 
vs WY (ferent froln hat we felt; in paſſing ound Cape Horn, 
de violence of this diſeaſe, and its gataſity, might be in 
elo Wl fone degree mitigated as it had not been unyſual to ſup- 
for WY pole that its particular virw/ence in that paſſage was in a ö 
id BY great aeafuré o ig to the ſeverity of the weather : Bütñẽ 
ne i the havock of the diſtemper, in qur pręſent circuniſtan- 4 
cre WY des, ſoon conDj ed us of the falfiry of thisfpecutation 4, as 

ed WY t likewiſe exploded fone other opinions, which ufually 

blo pals current None the cauſe and nature of this diſeaſe.” 

ur Fot it has been generally pteſumed, that plenty of freſh 

7 Wl proviſions, mo water, are effectual preventives of this 4 
he malady ; but it happened that in the preſent inftance we 4 
nad a conſiderable ſtock: of freſh ipovihons' on board, as | 
s hogs and\fowls, which were taken at Fata; and we be- 
. fves almoſt every diy caught great abundance of bonitos, 
e dolphins, and 3lbicores'; and the unſettled ſcaſon, which. 
2 WY Geprived-us of the beneft of the trade -· wind. proved ex- 
he tremely rainy: To'that'we were enabled to fill up our wa- 
er caiks, almoſt as fift as they were empty, and each man 


ſt, had five pints of water allowed him every day, during the p 
it paſſage. But notwithſtanding this plenty of water, and £ 
2 that the freſh provifions'were diſtributed among{t the ſick, I 


and the whole crew often fed upon fiſh, yet neither were 4 
the fick hereby relieved, nor the progreſs'and advance- 3 
ment of the diſeaſe retarded : Nor was it in theſe inſtances I 


' WH 007 that we found ourſelves diſappointed ; for though it 
„, been uſually eſteemed a necefſary piece of manage- 
h ment io keep all ſhips, where the crews are large, as clean 


and a'ry between decks as poſſible; and it hath been be- 
lived by many, that this particular, if well attended to, 
would prevent the appearance of the ſcurvy, or, at leaſt, 
mitigate ns effects; yet we obſerved, during the latter 
end of our run, that though we kept all our ports open, 
and took uncommon pairs in cleanfing and fweetening 
the ſhips, yet neither the progreſs, nor the virulence of 
the diſl aſe were thereby ſenſibly abated. EYF 2498 
However, I would not be underſtood to aſſert that 
ſreſh proviſions, plenty of water, and a conſtant frefſi 
ſupply 
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_ ſupply of ſweet air between decks, are matters of no me. 

ment: ] am, on the contrary, well ſatisfizd, that they are 

all of them articles of great importance, and are doubt. 

leſs extremely conducive to the health and, vigoup. of , 

crew, and may in many, caſes preyent the fatal malagy 

we are now ſpeaking, of from taking place. All I hart 

aimed at, in what L have advanced, is only to ſhew tha 

in ſome inſtances, both the cure, and prevention of thi 

diſeaſe, are impoſſible to be effected by any, managenent 

or by the, application of any remedies which,.can he 

made uſe of at fea. Indeed, I am myſelf fully perſuad- 

ed that when it has once got 10 a certain head, there 

are no other means in nature for relieving. the diſeaſed, 

but carrying them on ſhore, or at leaſt bringing then 

into the neighbourhood of land. Perhaps a diſtinct and 

adequate knowledge of the ſource of this diſeaſe na 

never be diſcovered; but in general, there is no dif- 

culty in conceiving, that as a continued ſupply. of freſh 

air is neceſſary to all animal life; and as. this air i ſo 

particular a fluid, that without loſing its, elaſticity, or 

any of its obvious properties, it may be rendered-unfi 

for this purpoſe, by the mixing with it ſome very ſubtle 

and otherwiſe imperceptible effluvia; l may be con- 

ceived, I ſay, that the ſteams ariſfipg from the ocean 

may have a tendency to render the air they are ſpiead 

6 through lels properly adapted, to the ſupport of the life 

4 of terreſtrial animals, unleſs theſe ſteams are correQed 

by effluvia of another kind, and which perhaps the land 
one can ſupply. _ OT l 

To what hath been already ſaid in relation to this diſ- 

eaſe, I ſhall add, that our ſurgeon (who, during our-paF 

ſage round Cape Horne, had aſcribed the mortality we 

ſuffered to the ſeverity of the climate) exerted himfelt in 

the preſent run to the utmoſt, and at laft declared, that 

all his meaſures were totally ineffectual, and did not in 

the leaſt avail his patients : On which it was reſolved 

by the Commodore, to try the effects of two medicines, 

which, juſt before his departure from England, were the 

ſubject of much diſcourſe, I mean the pill and drop of 

Mr. Ward. For however violent the efeQs of theſe me- 

: dic nes are ſaid to have ſometimes proved, yet in the pte- 

43 ſent inſtance, where deſtruction ſeemed inevitable witt- 
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no- out ſome remedy, the exgeriment at leaſt was thought 
ae adviſable : And therefore, one or both of them, at dif- 


o — 
= * d 


bt. rent ines, were given to perſons in every ſtage of the 
3 ditemper. Out of the numbers that took them, one, 
Cy ſoon after ſwallowing the pill, was ſeized with a violent. 


ve BY bleeding at the noſe : He was before given over by the 

La Surgeon, and lay almoſt at the point of death; but he 
ai immediately found himſelf much better, and continued 
dt, o recover, though flowly, till we arrived on thore, which 
be was near a fortnight after. A few others too were re- 

0 lieved for ſome days, but the diſeaſe returned again with 

e as much violence as ever ; though neither did theſe, nor 

0, the reſt, who received no bene appear to be reduced 

em to a worſe condition than they would have been if they 

nd had taken nothing. The moſt remarkable property of 
ay theſe medicines, and what was obvious in almoſt every 
i BY one that took them, was, that they operated in propor- 
lh tion tothe vigour of the patient ; ſo that thoſe who were 

to within two or three days of dying, were ſcarcely affected; 

Or add as the patient was differently advanced in the diſeaſe, 


ht the operation was either a gentle perſpiration, an eaſy 

tle vomit, or a modetate purge: But if they were taken b 4 
oa one in full ſtrength, they then produced all the beforemen- : 
a tion. d effects with confiderable violence, which fometimes : 
ad continued for ſix or eight hours, together with }{tle intet- | 
fe wiſion, But to return to the proſecution of our voyage, 4 
ed | have already obſerved, that a few days after our run= — 3 
nd ning off the coaſt of Mexico, the Glouceſter had her inain- 4 


malt cut down to a ſtump. and we were obliged io fiſh our 
ſore-maſt; and that theſe misfortunes were greatly ag- 
gravated, by our meeting with contrary and variable 
winds for near ſeven weeks. | ſhall now add, that when 
we reached the trade-wind, and it ſettled between the 
North and the Eaſt, yet it ſeldom blew with ſo much 
ſtrength, but the Centurion might have carried all her 
{mall fails abroad with the greateft ſaſety ; ſo that now, 1 
had we been a ſingle ſhip, we might have run down our 4 
longitude apace, and have reached the Ladrones ſoon e- F 
nougn to have recovered great numbers of our men, bo 
allterwaids geriſhed, But the Glouceſter, by the loſs of | 
her m1iin-maſt, failed ſo very heavily, that we had ſel- 
dm any more than our tof- ails fet, and yet were fre- 

| quently 
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quc ud obliged to lie to for her: And I conceive; that 
in the whole we loſt little leſs Mn a month by our attend. 
ance upon her, in conſequence of the various miſchan- 
ces ſhe encountered. In all this run it was remarkable, 
that we were rarely many days together, without ſeeing 
great numbers of birds; which 1s a proof that there are 
many iſlands, or at leaſt rocks, ſcattered all along, at no 
very conſiderable diſtance from our track; Some indeed 
there are marked in the Spaniſh chart, hereafter ioſerted; 
but the frequency of the birds ſeems to evince, that there 
are many more than have been hitherto diſcovered : For 
the greateſt part of the birds, we obſerved, were ſuch x; 
are known to rooft on ſhore ; and the manner of their ap- 
pearance ſufficiently made out, that they came from ſome 
diſtant haunt every morning, and returned thither again 
in the evening: for we never ſaw them early or Jate ; and 
the hour of their arrival and departure gradually varied, 
which we ſuppoſed was occa ſioned by our running neater 
their haunts, or getting farther from them. 

The trade-wind continued to favour us without any 
fluQuation, from the end of June till towards the end of 
July. But on the 26th of Fuly, being then, as we efteem- 
ed, about three hundred leagues diſtant from the Ladroner, 
we met with a weſterly wind, which did not come about 
again to the eaſtward in four days time. This was a moſt 
diſpirning incident, as it at once damped all our hopes of 
ſpeedy relief, eſpecially too as it was attended with a vex- 
atious accident to the Gloucefler : For in one part of thele 
four days the wind flatted to a calm, and the ſhips rolled 
very deep; by which means the Glauceſſer' s forecap {plit, 

and her top-maſt came by the board, and broke her fore- 
yard directly in the ſlings. As ſhe was thereby rendered in- 
capable of making any fail for ſome time, we were oblig- 
ed, as ſoon as a gale ſprnng up, to take her in tow z an 
near twenty of the healthieſt and ableſt of our ſeamen 
were taken from the buſineſs of our own ſhip, and weie 
employed for eight or ten days together on board the 
Glouceſter in repairing her damages: But theſe things, 
mortifying as we thought them, were but the beginning 
of our diſaſters; for ſcarce had our people finiſhed ther 
buſineſs in the Gloucefter, before we met with a moſt vio- 
lent ftorm in the weſtern board, which obliged us to le 

. to. 
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to, In the beginning of this ſtorm our ſhip ſprung a leak, 
and let in ſo much water, that all our people, officers in- 
n- WJ cluded, were employed continually in working the pumps: 
e, Aud the next day we had the vexation to ſee the Glouce/- 
ns WH +, with her top-maſt once more by the board; and 
re whilſt we were viewing her with great concern for this 
ng new diſtreſs, we ſaw her main-top-maſt, which had hi- 
ed Wl therto ſerved her as a jury main-maſt, ſhare the fame 
d; ate, This compleated our misfortunes, and rendered 
re them without reſource ; for we knew the Glouce/ter's crew 
or Wl vere ſo few and feeble, that without our aſſiſtance they 
could not be relieved : And our fick were now fo far en- 
P creaſed, and thoſe that remained in health ſo continually 
ne Wi fatigued with the additional duty of our pumps, that it 
in 

id 


was impoſſible for us to lend them any aid. Indeed we 

were not as yet fully apprized of the deplorable ſituation 
Cd, of the G/oucefter's crew; tor when the ſtorm abated, (which 
er during its continuance prevented all communication with 

them) the Glouceſſer bore up under our ſtern; and Cap- 
I tain Mitchel informed the. Commodore, that beſides the 
of bos of his maſts, which was all that had appeared to us, 
the ſhip had then no leſs than ſeven feet of water in her 
2 hold, although his officers and men had been kept con- 
ut . tantly at the pump for the laſt twenty-four hours. 
lt This laſt circumſtance was indeed a moſt terrible ac- 
of cumulation to the other extraordinary diſtreſſes of the + 
„ WY Glouce/fer, and required, if poſſible, the moſt ſpeedy and 
ic Bi vigorous! aſſiſtance; which captain Mitchel begged the 
Commodore to ſend him: but the debility of our people, 
t, and our own immediate preſervation, rendered it im- 
* pollible for the Commodore to comply with his requeſt. 
„All that could be done was to ſend our boat on board 
bor a more particular condition of the ſhip ; and it was 
0 ſoon ſuſpected that the taking her people on board us, 
and then deſtroying her, was the only meaſure that 
e could be proſecuted in the preſent emergency, both for 
ie ue ſecurity of their lives and of our own. 
8 Our boat ſoon returned with the repreſentation of the 
hie of the Glouce/ter, and of her ſeveral defects, ſigned 
dy Captain Mitchel and all his officers ; by which it ap- 
4 peared, that ſhe had ſprung a leak by the ſtern-poſt be- 
g looſe, and working my every roll of the ſhip, and 
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by two beams a midſhips being broken in the orlope; ng 
part of which the Carpenters reported was poſſible to he 
repaired at fea : That both officers and mien had worked 
twenty-four hours at the pump without intermiflion, and 
were at length fo fatigued, that they could continue 
their labour no longer; but had been forced to defi} 
with ſeven feet of water in the hold, which covered 
their caſks, ſo that they could neither come at freſh 
water, nor proviſion : That they had no maſt ſtanding, 
except the tore-maſt, the mizen-aſt and the mizen top- 
maſt, nor had they any ſpare maſts to get up in the 
room of thoſe they had loſt : That the ſhip was beſides 
| extremely decayed in every part, for her knees and 
; clamps were all worked quite looſe, and her upper 
works in general were ſo looſe, that the quarter-deck 
was ready to drop down: And that her crew was greatly 
IJ reduced, for there remained alive on board+her no more 
than ſeventy-ſeven men, eighteen boys and two priſoners, 
| cfficers included; and that of this whole nuniber, only 

fixteen men, and eleven boys were capable of keeping 

the deck, and ſeveral of theſe very infirm. 

The Commodore, on the peruſal of this melancholy 
repreſentation, preſently ordered them a ſupply of water 
and proviſions, of which they ſeemed to be in 1mmedi- 
ate want, and at the ſame time ſent his own Carpen- 
ter on board them, to examine into the truth of every 
particular; and it being found on the ſtricteſt enquiry, 
that the preceding account was in no inftance exagger- 

ated, it plainly appeared, that there was no poſſibiluy 
of preſerving the Gloucefler any longer, as her leaks 
were irreparable, and the united hands on board both 
ſhips, capable of working, would not be able to tree 
her, even if our own ſhip ſhould not employ any palt 
of them. What then could be reſolved cn, when it was 
the utmoſt we ourſelves could do to manage our own 
pumps? Indeed there was po room for deliberation; 
the only ſtep to be taken was, the ſaving the lives of the 
few that remained on board the Glouceſter, and getting 
out of her as much as was poſſible before ſhe was de- 
ſtroyed. And therefore the Commodore jurmediatel) 


ſent an order to Captain Mitchel, as the weather Was 
now 


a 


ROUND THE WORLD. 267 


ow calm and favourable. to ſend his people on board the 
C-nturion, as expeditiouſly as he could; and to take out 
ſuch ſtores as he could get at, whilſt the ſhip could be 
kept above the water, And as our leak required leis 
attention, whilſt the preſent eaſy weather continued, we 
ſent our boats, with as many men as we could ſpare, 10 
Captain Mitchel's aſſiſtance. 

The removing the Ghuceſter's people on board us, and 
the getting out ſuch ſtores as could moſt eaſily be come 
at, gave us full employment for two days. Mr, Anſon 
was extremely defirous to have gotten two of her cables 
and an anchor, but the [ſhip rolled ſo much, and the 
men were fo exceflively fatigued, that they were inca- 
pable of effecting it; nay, it was even with the greateſt - 
difficulty that the prize money, which the Glourefter had 
taken in the South-Seas, was ſecured, and ſent on board 
the Centurion: However, the prize goods on board her, 
which amounted to ſeveral thouſand pounds in value, 
and were principally the Centurion's property, were en- 
lirely loſt ; nor could any more proviſion be got out 
than five caſks of flour, three of which were ſpoiled by 
the ſalt water. Their ſick men, amounting to near ſe- 
venty, were removed into the boats with as much care 
as the circumſtances of that time would permit; but 
three or four of them expired as they were hoitting them 
into the Centurion. | | 

It was the 15th of Auguſt, in the evening, before the 
Glouce/ler was cleared of every thing that was propoſed 
to be removed ; and though the hold was now almoſt 
full of water, yet, as the Carpenters were of opinion 
that ſhe might ſtill ſwim for ſome time, if the calm ſhould 
continue, and the water become ſmooth, ſhe was ſet on 
fre; for we knew not how near we might now be to the 
Iſland of Guam, which was in the poſſeſſion of our ene- 
mies, and the wreck of ſuch a ſhip would have been to 
them no contemptible acquiſition, When ſhe was ſet 
on fire, Captain Mitchel and his officers left her, and came 
on board the Centurion: And we immediately ſtood from 
the wreck, not without ſome apprehenſions (as we had 
now only a light breeze) that if-ſhe blew up ſoon, the 
concuſſion of the air might damage our rigging ; but ſhe 
fortunately burnt, though ery fiercely, the whole night, 

| 2 . 
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her guns fir ing ſucceſſively, as the flames reached them. 
And it was fix in the morning, when we were about 
four leagues diſtant, before ſhe blew up; the report ſhes 
made upon this occaſion was but a ſmall one, but there 


was an exceeding black pillar of ſmoke, which ſhot up 


in the air to a veiy conſiderable height. 

Thus periſhed his Majeſty's ſhip the Glouceſſer. And 
now it might have been expected, that being treed from 
the embarraſſments which her frequent diſaſters had in- 
volved us in, we might proceed on our way much briſk- 
er than we had hitherto done, eſpecially as we had le- 
ceived ſome {mall addition to our ſtrength, by the taking 
on board the Glouceſter's crew; but our anxieties were not 
yet to be relieved ; for, notwithſtanding all that we had 
hitherto ſuffered, there remained much gieater diſtreſſes 
which we were to ſtruggle with, For the late ſtorm, 
which bad proved fo fatal to the Glouce/er, had driven us 
to the northward of our intended courſe; and the cur- 
rent ſeiting the ſame way, after the weather abated, had 
forced us ſtill a degree or two farther, fo that we weile 
now in 177 of North latitude, inſtead of being in 13%, 
which was the parallel we propoſed to keep, in order to 
reach the Iſland of Gram And as it had been a perfed 
calm for ſome days ſince the ceſſation of the ſtorm, and 
we were ignorant how near we were to the meridian of 
the Ladrones, and ſuppoſed ourſelves not to be far from 
it, we apprehended that we might be driven to the let- 
ward of them by the current, without diſcovering them: 
In this cafe, the only land we could make would be 
ſome of the eaſtern paits of Aſia, where, if we could ai 
rive, we ſhould find the weſtern monſoon in its full force, 
ſo that it would be impoſſible for the ſtouteſt beſt manned 
ſhip to get in. And this coaſt being removed betwec! 
four and five hundred leagues farther, we, in our lat 
guiſhing circumſtances, could expect no other than 0 
be deſtioyed by the tcurvy, long before the molt favour 
able gale could carry us to ſuch a diſtance: Foro 
deaths were now extremely alarming, no day pafliog l 
which we did not bury eight or ten, and ſometimes twelle 
of our men; and thole, who had hitherto continued bes 
thy, began to fall down apace. Indeed we made the bel 
uſe we could of the preſent calm, by employing our Cl 
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penters in ſearching aſter the leak, Which was now con- 
ſderable, not withſtanding the little wind we had: The 


em. WF Carpenters at length diſcovered it to be in the Gunner's 
out fre frore-room, where the water ruſhed in under the 
ſhe WY bread-hook, on each fide of the ſtem; but though they 
re WY pound where it was, they agreed that it was impoſlible 
up to ſtop it, till we thould get into port, and till they could 


come at it on the out-fide:: However, they did the beſt 
\nd they could within board, and were fortunate enough to 


on BW duce it, which was a conſiderable relief to us. 

in. We had hitherto conſidered the calm which ſucceed- 
il. e the ftorm, and which continued for ſome days, as a 
* very great misfortune; fince the currents were driving 


ang i us to the northward of our parallel, and we thereby 
a0 riqued the miſſing of the Ladrones, which we now con- 
hal WY ied ourſelves to be very near. But when a gale 
les, ſprung up, our condition was ftill worſe ; for it blew 
0 (rom the 8. W. and conſequently was dire ly oppoled 
s to the courſe we wanted to ſteer: And though it ſoon 
uf. veered to the N. E. yet this ſerved only to tantalize us, 
bal WY for it returned back again in a very ſhort time to iis old 
„quarter. However, on the z zd of Augu/t we had the ſa- 
I isfation to find that the current was ſhifted ; and had 
oer us to the ſouthward : And the 23d, at day-break, 
ea we were cheered with the diſcovery of two Iflands in 
the weſtern board: This gave us all great joy, and raiſ- 


leeing land again: The neareſt of theſe Iſlands we af- 
terwards found to be Anatacan; we judged it to be full 
fiteen leagues from us, and it ſeemed to be high land, 


high rock, than a place we could hope to anchor at, 
We were extremely impatient to get in with the neareſt 
land, where we expected to meet with anchoring 
ground, and an opportunity of refreſhing our ſick: But 
the wind proved to variable all day, and there was ſo 
little of it, that we advanced towards it but fowly ; 
however, by the next moi ning we were got fo far to the 
weſtward, that we were in view of a third Iſland, which 
Was that of Paxaros, though marked in the chart only 
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ed our drooping fpirits ; for before this an univerſal de- 
jection had ſeized us, and we almoſt deſpaired of ever 


though of an indifferent length; The other was the 
Iſland of Serigan ; and had rather the appearance of a 
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VOYAGE 
as a rock, This was ſmall and very low land, and we 
had paſſed within leſs than a mile of it, in the night, ar 


270 3 


without ſeeing it: And now at noon, being within four 7 
miles of the Iſland of Analacan, the boat was ſent away 15 
to examine the anchoring ground and the produce of T 
the place; and we were not a little ſolicitous for her re. Wi i; 
turn, as we then conceived our fate to depend upon the hi 
report we ſhould receive: For the other two Iſſands n 
were obviouſly enough incapable of furniſhing us with Wl ir 
any aſſiſtance, and we knew not then that there were p 


any others which we could reach. In the evening the 
boat came back, and the crew informed us that there ( 


was no place for a ſhip to anchor, the bottom being 


every where foul ground, and all, except one ſmall ſpot, 
not leſs than fifty fathom in depth; that on that ſpot, 
there was thirty fathom, though not above half a mile 
from the ſhore ; and that the Pank was ſteep too, and 
could not be depended on: They farther told us, that 
they had landed on the Iſland, but with ſome difficuliy, 
on account of the greatneſs of the ſwell; that they found 
the ground was every where covered with a kind of wild 
cane or ruſh; but that they met with no water, and did 
not believe the place to be inhabited; though the ſoil 
was good, and abounded with graves of cocoa-nut- 
trees. =! 

This account of the impoſſibility of anchoring, at this 
Idand occaſioned a general melancholy on board; for we 
conſidered it as little Jeſs than the preſude to our deſtruc- 
tion; and our deſpondency was encreaſed by a dilap- 
pointment we met with the ſucceeding night; for, as we 
were-plying under top ſails, with an intention of geting 
nearer io the Iſland, and of ſending our boat on ſhore, 
to load with cocca-nuts for the refreſhment of our fick, 
the wind proved ſqually, and blew fo ſtrong off ſhore, 
that we were driven ſo far to the ſouthward, that we 
dared-not to ſend off our boat. And now the only pol- 
fible circumſtance, that could ſecure the few which te- 
mained alive from periſhing, was the accidental falling 
in with ſome other of the Ladrone Iſlands, better prepar- 
ed for our accommodation; and as our knowledge of 
theſe Iſlands was extremely imperſect, we were to truſt 


entirely to chance for our guidance; only as they 5 
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|| of them uſually laid down near the ſame meridian, 
and we had conceived. thoſe we had already ſeen to be 

't of them; we concluded to ſtand to the ſouthward, 
15 the moſt probable means of falling in with the next. 
Thus, with the moſt gloomy perſuaſion. of our appt oach- 
ing deſtruction, we ſtood from the Ifland, of Anatacan, 
having all of us the ſtrongeſt apprehenſions (and thoſe 
not il|-founded) either of dying of the ſcurvy, or of periſh- 
ing with the ſhip, which, for want of hands to work her 
pumps, might in a ſhort time be expected to founder. 


Cu A. II. Our arrival at Tinian, and an account of the 
Hand, and of our proceedings there, till the Centurion 
drove 0u1 10 ſea. | 


T was the 26th of Auguſt, 1742, in the morning, when 

. we loſt ſight of Anatacan. The next morning we 
diſcovered three other Iſlands to the eaſtward, which 
were from ten to fonrteen leagues from us, Theſe were, 
as we afterwards learnt; the Iſlands of Saypan, Tinian, 
and Aguignan. We immediately ſteered towards Tinian, 
which was the middlemoſt of the three, but had ſo much 
of calms and light airs, that tho' we were helped for- 
wards by the currents, yet nexit day, at day-break, we 
were at leaſt five leagues diſtant from it, However, we 
kept on our courſe, and about ten in the morning we per- 
ceived a proa under ſail to the ſouthward, between Tinian 
and Aguignan. As we imagined from hence that theſe 
INinds were inhabited, and knew that the Spaniards had 
always a force at Guam, we took the neceſſary precauti- 
ons for our own ſecurity, and for preventing the enemy 
from taking advantage of our preſent wretched. circum- 
ſtances of which they would. be ſufficiently informed 
by the manner of our working the ſkip.; we therefore 
muſtered all our hands, who were capable of ſtanding 
to their arms, and loaded our upper and quarter deck 
guns with. grape-ſhot ; and that we might the more 
readily procure ſome intelligence of the ſtate of theſe 
Iſlands, we ſhowed Spaniſþ colours, and hoiſted a red 
flag at the fore top-maſt head, to give our ſhip the ap- 
pearance of the Manila galeon, hoping thereby to de- 
coy ſome of the inhabitants on board us, Thus pre par- 
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ing ourſelves, apd ſtanding towards the land, we were 
near enough, at three in the afternoon, to ſend the Cyt. 
ter in ſhore, to find out a proper birth for the ſhip ; ang 
we ſoon perceived that a proa came off the ſhore to 
meet the Cutter, fully perſuaded, as we afterwards ſound, 
that we were the Manila ſhip. As we ſaw the Cutter re. 
turning back with the proa in tow, we immediately ſent 
the Pinnace to receive the proa and the priſoners, and to 
bring them on board, that the Cutter might proceed on 
her errand. The pinnace came back with a Spaniard 
and four Indians, which were the people taken in the 
proa. The Spaniard was immediately examined as to 
the produce and circumſtance of this iſland of Tinian, 
and his account of it ſurpaſſed even our moſt ſanguine 
hopes; for he informed us that it was uninhabited, 
which, in our preſent defenceleſs condition, was an 
advantage not to be deſpiſed, eſpecially as it wanted 
but few of the conveniencies that could be expected in 


the moſt cultivated country; for he aſſured us, that there 


was great plenty of very good water, and that there were 
an incredible number of cattle, hogs, and poultry running 
wild on the Iſland, all of them excellent in their kind; 
that the woods produced ſweet and ſour oranges, limes, 
lemons, and cocoa-nuts in great plenty, befides a fruit pe- 
culiar to theſe Iſlands (called by Dampier, Breadfruit) ; 
that from the quantity and goodneſs of the proviſions pro- 


duced here, the Spaniards at Guam made uſe of it as a 


ſtore for ſupplying the garriſon ; that he himſelf was a 
Serjeant of that garriſon, and was ſent here with twenty 
two Indians to jerk beet, which he was to load for Guam 
on board a ſmall bark of about fifteen tun, which lay at 
anchor near the ſhore. | 

This account was received by us with inexpreflible joy 
Part of it we were ourſelves able to verily on the ſpot, 
as we were by this time near enough to diſcover ſeveral 


yumerous herds of cattle feeCing in different places of 


the Iſland ; and we did not any ways doubt the reſt of his 

relation, as the appearance of the ſhore prejudiced us 

greatly in its favour, and made us hope that not only out 

necefſities might be there fully relieved, and our diſeaſed 

recovered, but that, amidſt thoſe pleaſing ſcenes which 

weretheninview, we might procureourſelves ſome _ 
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nent and relaxation, after the numerous fatigues we had 
undergone : For the proſpect of the country did by no 
neans reſemble that of an uninhabited and uncultivated 
place, but had much more the air of a magnificent plan- 
ation, where large lawns and ſtately woods had been laid 
out together with great ſkill, and where the whole had 
been fo artfully combined, and ſo judiciouſly adapted to 
the llopes of the hills, and the inequalities of the ground, 
z5 to produce a moſt ſtriking effect, and to do honour to 
the invention of the contriver, Thus, (an event not un- 
be what we had already ſeen) we were forced upon the 
moſt defirable and falutary meaſures by accidents, which, 
at firſt ſight we conſidered as the greateſt of misfortunes z 
ſor had we not been driven by the contrary winds and 
currents to the northward of our courſe, (a circumſtance, 
which at that time gave us the moſt terrible apprehenſi- 
ons) we ſhould, in all probability, never have arrived at 
this delightful Iſland, and conſequently, we ſhould have 
miſſed of that- place, where alone all our wants could be 
moſt a:mply relieved, our fick recovered, and our en- 
ſerbled crew once more refreſhed, and enabled to pu 
again to fea. 
The Spaniſh Serjeant, from whom we received the ac- 
count of the Ifland, having informed us that there were 
lome Indians on ſhore under his command, employed in 
jerking beef, and that there was a bark at anchor to take it 
on board, we were deſirous, if poſſible, to prevent the In- 
fans from eſcaping, who doubtleſs would have given the 
Governor of Guam intelligence of our arrival ; and we 
therefore immediately diſpatched the Pinnace to ſecure the 
bark, which the Serjeant told us was the only imbarkation 
0n the place; and then, about eight in the evening, we let 
go our anchor in twenty-two fathom ; and though it was 
amt calm, and whatever vigour and ſpirit was to be 
lound on board was doubtleſs exerted to the utmoſt on 
tlus pleaſing occaſion, when, after having kept the ſea for 
ſome months, we were going to take poſſeſſion of this lit- 
le paradiſe, yet we were full five hours in furling our fails: 
It is true, we were ſomewhat weakened by the crews of the 
Cutter and Pinnace which were ſent on ſhore ; but it is nor 
leſs true, that, including thoſe abſent with the hoats and 


| ſome Negroe and Indian priſoners, all the hands we could 
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muſter capable of ſtanding at a gun amounted to no more 
than ſeventy-one, moſt of which number too were inca. 
pable of duty; but on the greateſt emergencies this was 
all the force we could collect, in our preſent enfeebled con- 
dition, from the united crews of the Centurion, the Gloucyſter 
and the Tryal, which, when we departed from England, 
conſiſted all- together of near a — hands. 

When we had furled our fails, the remaining part of 
the night was allowed to our people for their repoſe, to 
recover them from the fatigue they had undergone; and 
in the morning a party was ſent on ſhore well armed, of 
which | myfelf was one, to make ourſelves maſters of 
the landing place, as we were not certain what oppoſj- 
tion might be made by the Indians on the Iſland: We 
landed without difficulty, for the Indians having per- 
ceived, by our: ſeizure of the bark the night before, that 
we were enemies, they immediately fled into the woody 
parts of the Iſland. We found on ſhore many huts which 
they had inhabited, and which ſaved us both the time 
and trouble of ereQing tents. One of theſe huts which 
the Indians made uſe of for a ſtore-houſe was very large, 

being twenty yards long, and fifteen broad; this we im- 

mediately cleared of ſome bales of jerked» beef, which 
we found in it, and converted it into an hoſpital for our 
fick, who as ſoon as the place was ready to receive them 
were brought on ſhore, being in all a hundred and twenty- 
eight : Numbers of theſe were ſo very helpleſs, that we 
were obliged to carry them from the boats to the hoſpital 
upon our ſhoulders, in which humane employment (as 
before at Juan Fernandes) the Commodore himfelf, and 
every one of his officers, were engaged without diſtinc- 
tion; and; notwithſtanding the great debility and the 
dying aſpects of the greateſt part of our ſick, it is almoſt 
incredible how- ſoon they began to ſee] the ſalutary in- 
fluence of the land; for, though we buried twenty;one 
men on this and the preceding, day, yet we did not loſe 
above ten men more during; our whole two months ſtay 
here; and in general, our diſeaſed received ſo much be- 
nefit from the fruits of the Iſland, particularly the fruits 
of the acid kind; that, in a week's time, there were but 
few who were not ſo far recovered, as to be able to move 
about without help. % : 


And now being in ſome ſort eftabliſhed at this place, 
| we 
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ve were enabled. more particularly to examine its qua- 
ties and productions; and that the reader may the bet- 
ter judge of our manner of life here, and future Navi- 

ators be better apprized of the conveniencies we met 
with, I ſhall, before I proceed any farther in the hiſtory 
of our own. adventures, throw together the moſt in- 
tereſting particulars that came to our knowledge, in re- 
ation to the ſituation, ſoil, produce, and conveniencies 
of this INand of Tinian. | 

This Iſland. lies in the latitude 150: 8“ North, and 
longitude from Acapulco 1149 5o' Welt, Its length is a- 
bout twelve miles, and its breadth about half as much; 
ir extending from the 8. S. W. to the N. N. E. The ſoil is 
every where dry and healthy, and ſomewhat ſandy, which 
being leſs diſpoſed than other ſoils to a rank and over-lux- 
uriant vegetation, occaſions the meadows and the bot- 
toms of the woods to be much neater and ſmoother than 
cuſtomary in hot climates. The land riſes by eaſy ſlopes, 
from the very beach where we watered to the middle of 
the Iſland : though the general courſe of its aſcent is of- 
ten interrupted and traverſed by gentle deſcents and val- 
les ; and the inequalities, that are formed by the differ- 
ent combinations of theſe gradual] ſwellings of the ground, 
are moſt beautifuly diverſified with large lawns, which 
are covered with a very fine trefoil, intermixed with a 
variety of flowers, and are ſłirted by woods of tall and 
well-tpread trees, moſt of them celebrated either for their 
aſpect or their fruit. The turf of the lawns is quite clean 
and even, and the bottoms of the woods in many places 
clear of all buſhes and underwoods ; and the woods them» 
eyes uſually terminate on the lawns with a regular out- 
line, not broken, nor confuſed with ſtraggling trees, but 
appearing as uniform, as if laid out by art. 1 aroſe 
a great variety of the moſt elegant and entertaining proſ- 


pects formed by the mixture of theſe woods and lawns, 


and their various interſeCtions with each other, as they 
ſpread themſelves differently through the vallies, and 
over the flopes and declivities with which the place 
abounds. The fortunate animals too, which for the 
greateſt part of the year are the ſole lords of this happy 
lo!l, partake in ſome meaſure of the romantic caſt of the 
land, and are no ſmall addition to its wonderful ſee- 
nery. 
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nery. For the cattle, of which it is not uncommon to ſee 
herds of ſome thouſands feeding together in a large mes. 
dow, are Certainly the moſt remarkable in the world. 
for they are all of them 'milk-white, except their ears 
which are generally black. ' And though there are noin. 
habitants here, yet the clamour and frequent parading 
of domeſtic poultry, which range the woods in great 
numbers, perpetually exite. the ideas of the neighbour- 
hood of farms and villages, and greatly contribute to the 
cheerfulneſs and beauty of the place. The cattle on the 
Iſlind we computed were at leaft ten thouſand ; and we 
had no difficulty in getting near them, as they were not 
ſhy of us. Our firſt method of killing them was ſhoot- 
ing them; but at laſt, when, by accidents to be here- 
after recited, we were obliged to huſband our ammuni- 
tion, our men ran them down with eaſe. Their flch 
was extremely well taſted, and was believed by us to be 
much more eaſily digeſted, than any we had ever met 
with. The fowls too were exceeding good, and were 
likewiſe run down with little trouble; for they could ſcarce 
fly further than an hundred yards at a flight, and even that 
tatigued them fo much, that they could not readily riſe 
again; ſo that, aided by the openneſs of the woods, we 
could at all times furniſh ourſelves with whatever num- 
ber we wanted. Beſides the cattle and the poultry, we 
found here abundance of wild hogs : Theſe were moſt 
excellent food ; but as they were a very herce animal, 
we were obliged either to ſhoot them, or to hunt them 
with large dogs, which we found upon the place at our 
landing, and which belonged to the detachment which 
was then upon the Iſland amaſſing proviſions for the 
gairiſon of Guam. As theſe dogs had been purpoſely 
trained to the killing of the wild hogs, they followed us 
very readily, and hunted for us ; but tho' they were a 
large bold breed, the hogs fought with' ſo much fury, 
that they frequently deſtroyed them, ſo that we by de- 
grees loſt the greateſt part of them. 

But this place was not only extremely grateful to us 
from the plenty and excellency of its freſh proviſions, but 
was as much perhaps to be admired for its truits and ve- 
getable productions, which were moſt. fortunately adapt- 


ed to the cure of the ſea ſcurvy, which had fo 1 
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bly reduced us. For in the woods there were inconceiv- 
able quantities of cocoa-nuts, with the cabbages growing 
on the fame tree: There were beſides guavoes, limes, 
ſweet and ſour oranges, and a kind of fruit, peculiar to 
theſe iſlands, called by the Indians Rima, but by us the 
Bread Fruit, for it was conſtantly eaten by us during our 
ſtay upon the iſland inſtead of bread, and fo univerſally 
preferred to it, that no ſhip's bread was expended during 
that whole intel val. It grew upon a tree which is ſome- 
what lofty, and which towards the top, divides into 
large and ſpreading branches. The leaves of this tree 
are of a remarkable deep green, are notched about the 
edges, and are generally from a foot to eighteen inches 
in length. The fruit itſelf grows indifferently on all 
parts of the branches; it is in ſhape rather elliptical 
than round, is Covered with a rough rind, and 1s uſually. 
ſeven or eight inches long: each of them grows ſingly 
and not in cluſters, This truit is fitteſt to be uſed, when 
it is full grown, but is ſtil] green; in which ſtate its taſte 
has fome diſtant reſemblance to that of an artichoke; 
bottom, and its texture is not very different, for it is ſoft 
and ſpungy. As it ripens it grows ſofter and of a yel- 
low colour, and then contracts a luſcious taſte, and an 
agreeable ſinell, not unlike a ripe peach; but then it is 
eſteemed unwholeſome, and is ſaid to produce fluxes. 
Beſides the fruits already enumerated, there were many 
other vegetables extremely conducive to the cure of the. 
malady we had long laboured under, ſuch as water-melons, 
dandelion, creeping purſlain, mint, ſcurvy-graſs, and 
ſorrel; allwhich'together with the freſh meats of the place, 
we devoured with great eagerneſs, prompted thereto by 
the ſtrong inclination which nature never fails of excit- 
ing in ſcorbutic diſorders for theſe powerful ſpecifics. 

It will eaſily be conceived from what hath been already 
faid, that our cheer upon this Iſland was in ſome degree 
luxurious, but I have not yet recited all the varieties 
of proviſion which we here indulged in. Indeed we 
thought it prudent totally to abſtain from fiſh, the few 
we caught at our firſt arrival having ſurfeited thoſe who 
eat of them; but conſidering how much we had beeninur- 
ed to that ſpecies of food, we did not regard this circum- 
ſtance as a diſadvantage, eſpecially as the defect was ſo 


amply 


I muſt obſerve, that it is not fiſty years fince the Iſland 
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amply ſupplied by the beef, pork; and fowls already men. 
tioned, and by great plenty of wild fowl ; for I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that near the center of the Ifland there were two 
conſiderable pieces of freſh water, which abounded with 
duck; teal and curlew: Not to mention the whiftling, 
plover, which we found there in prodigious plenty. 

And now perhaps it may be wondered at, that an 
Iſland, ſo exquiſitely furniſhed: with the conveniencies of 
life, and ſo well adapted, not only to the ſubſiſtence, but 
| likewiſe to the enjoyment of mankind, ſhould be entire- 

ly deſtitute of inhabitants, eſpecially as it is in the neigh- 
bourhood of other iſlands; which in ſome meaſure depend 
n this for their ſupport. To obviate this difficulty, 


was de populated. The Indians we had in our cuſtody 
aſſured us, that formerly the three Iſlands of Tinian, Rota, 
and Guam, were all full of inhabitants; and that Tinian 
alone contained thirty thouſand ſouls : But a ſickneſs ra- 
ging amongſt theſe Iſlands, which deſtroyed multitudes 
of the people, the Spaniards, to recruit their numbers 
at Guam, which were greatly diminiſhed: by this mortali- 
ty, ordered all the inhabitants of Tinian thither ; where, 
languiſhing for their former habitations, and their cuſto- 
mary method of life, the greateſt part of them in a few 
years died of grief. Indeed, independent of that attach- 
ment which all mankind have ever ſhewn to the places 
of their birth and bringing up, it ſhou!d' ſeem, from 
what has been already laid, that there were few coun» 
tries more worthy to be regretted than this of Tinian. 
Theſe poor Indians might rea ſonably have expected, at 
the great diſtance from Sparn, where they were placed, to 
have eſcaped the violence and crue}ty of that haughty 
nation, ſo fatal to a large proportion of the whole human 
race: But it. ſeems their remote ſituation could not pro- 
tect them from ſharing in the common deſtruction of the 
weſtern: world, all the advantage they received from their 
diſtance being only to periſſr an age or two later. It may 
perhaps be doubted, if the number of the inhabitants of 
Tinian, who were baniſhed to Guam, and who died there, 
pining for their native home, was ſo great as what we 
have related above; but, not to mention the concurrent 
aſſertion of our priſoners, and the commodiouſneſs of the 
| | iſland, 
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and, and its great fertility, there are ſtill remains to be 
met with on the place, which evince it to have been 
once extremely populous: For there are in all parts of 
the Iſland, a great number of ruins of a very particular . 
kind; they uſually conſiſt of two rows of ſquare 
pyramidicat pillars, ene h pillar being about ſix: feet from 
the next, and the diſtance between the rows being about 
twelve feet; the pillars themſelves: are about five feet 
ſquare at the baſe, and about thirteem feet high; and on the 
top of each of them there is a ſemi- globe, with the flat 
part upwards; the whole of the pillars and ſemi- globe is 
ſolid, being compoſed of ſand and ſtone cemented toge- 
ther, and plaiſtered over. If the account our priſoners 
gave us of theſe ſtructures was true, the iſland muſt in- 
deed have been extremely populous ; for they aſſured us, 
that they were the foundations of particular buildings, ſet 
apart for thoſe Indiuns only, who had engaged in ſome re- 
ligious vow ; and monaſtic inſtitutions are often to be met 
with in many Pagan nations. However, if theſe ruins were 
originally the baſes of the common dwelling- houſes of the 
natives, their numbers: muſt have been conſiderable ; for in 
many parts of the Iſland they are extremely thick planted, 
and ſufficiently evince the great plenty of former inhabi- 
tants. But to return to the preſent ſtate of the Iſland. 
Having mentioned the conveniencies of this place, 
the excellence and quantity of its fruits and proviſi- 
ons, the neatneſs of its lawns, the ſtatelineſs, ſreſhneſs, 
and fragrance of its woods, the happy inequality of its 
ſurface, and the variety and elegance of the views it aſ- 
ſorded; I myſt now obſerve that all theſe advantages were 
greatly enhanced by the healthineſs of its climate, by the 
almoſt conſtant breezes which prevail there, and by the 
frequent ſhowers which fall, and which, though of a very 
| ſhort and almoſt momentary duration, are extremely 
grateful and refreſhing, and are perhaps'one cauſe of the 
lalubrity of the air, and of the extraordinary influence 
it was obſerved to have upon us, in increaſing and in- 
vigorating our appetites and digeſtion. This was ſo re- 
markable, that thoſe among our officers, who were at 
all other times ſpare' and temperate eaters, who, beſides 
a ſlight breakfaſt, made but one moderate repaſt a day; 
were here, in appearance, transformed into 1 
or 
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for inſtead of one reaſonable fleſh-meal, they were now 
ſcarcely ſatisfied with three, and each of them ſo prodigi- 
ous in quantity, as would at another time have produced 
a fever or a ſurfeit: And yet our digeſtion ſo well correſ- 
ponded with the keenneſs of our appetites, that we were 
neither diſordered nor even loaded by this repletion ; for 


after having, according to the cuſtom of the Iſland, 
- made a large beef breakfaſt, it was not long before we 
began to conſider the approach of dinner as a very defir- 


able, though ſomewhat tardy incident. - 
And now having been thus large in my encomiums 
conceive, I have not 
done it juſtice, it is neceſſary | ſhould ſpeak of thoſe cir- 


cumſtances in which it is defeQive, whether in point of 


beauty or utility, . | 
And firſt, with reſpect to its water. I muſt own, that 
before I had teen this ſpot, I did not conceive that the 
abſence of running water, of which it is entirely deſ- 
titute, could have been ſo well replaced by any other 
means, as it is in this iſland ; for though there are no 
ſtreams, yet the water of the wells and ſprings, which 
are to be met with every where ncar the ſurface, is ex- 
tremely good ; and in the midft of the iſland there are 
two or three conſiderable pieces of excellent water, whoſe 
edges are as neat ard even, as if they had been baſons 
purpoſely made for the decoration of the place. It muſt 


however be confeſſed that with regard to the beauty of 


the proſpects, the want of rills and ftreams is a very great 
defect, not to be compenſated either by large pieces of 
ſtanding water, or by the neighbourhood of the fea, 
though that, by reaſon of the ſmallneis of the Iſland, 
generally makes.a part of every extenſive view, 

As to the reſidence upon the Iſland, the principal in- 
convenience attending it is the vaſt number of muſcatoes, 
and various other ſpecies of flies, together with an inſeR 
called a tick, which, though principally attached to the 
cattle, would yet frequently faſten upon our limbs and 
bodies, and if not perceived and removed in time, would 
bury its head under the (kin, and raiſe a painful ioflan- 
mation. We ſound here too centipedes and ſcorpions, 
which we ſuppoſed were venomous, but none of us ever 
received any injury from them. 


But 
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But the moſt important and formidable exception to 
this place remains ſtill to be told. This is the inconveni- 
ence of the road, and the little ſecurity there is at ſome 
ſeaſons for a ſhip at anchor. The only proper anchoring 
place for ſhips of burthen is at the 8. 
Iland, In this place the Centurion anchored in twenty 
and twerity-two fathom water, oppoſite to a ſandy bay, 
and about a mile and an half diſtant from the ſhore. The 
bottom of this road is full of ſharp-pointed coral rocks, 


which, during four months of the year, that is, from 


the middle of June to the middle of Ofober, renders it 
a very unfaſe place to lie at. This is the ſeaſon of the 
weſtern monſoons, when near the full and change of the 
moon, but more particularly at the change, the wind is 
uſually variable all round the compals, and ſeldom fails 
to blow with ſuch fury, that the ſtouteſt cables are not 
to be confided in ; what adds to the danger at theſe 
times is the Exceſſive rapidity of the tide of flood which 
ſets to the S, E. between this iſland and that of Aguignan, 
a ſmall Ifland near the ſouthern extremity of Tinian, 
which is repreſented in the general chart hereafter inſert- 
ed, only by a dot. This tide runs at firſt with a vaſt head 
and overfall of water, and occafions ſuch a hollow and 
overgrown ſea, as is ſcarcely to be conceived ; ſo that (as 
will be hereafter more particularly mentioned) we were 
under the dreadful apprehenſion of being pooped by it, 
though we were in a fixty-gun ſhip. In the remaining 
eight months of the year, that is, from the middle of 
Ottober to the middle of June, there is a conſtant ſeaſon 
of ſettled weather, when, if the cables are but well arm- 
ed, there is ſcarcely any danger of- their being ſo much 
as rubbed : So that during all that interval, it is as ſecure 
a load as could be wiſhed for. I ſhall only add, that the 
anchoring bank is very ſhelving, and ftretches along the 


S. W end of the Iſland, and that it is entirely free from 


ſhoals, except a reef of rocks which is viſible, and lies 
about half a mile from the ſhore, and affords a narrow 
paſſage into a ſmall ſandy bay, which is the only place 
where boats can poſſibly land. Aſter this account of 
the Iſland, and its produce, it is neceffary to return to 
our own hiſtory. | 
Our firſt undertaking, after our arrival, was the re- 
moval 
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moval of our fick on ſhore, as hath been mentioned 
Whilſt we were thus employed; four of the Indians on 
ſhore, being part of the Spaniſh ſerjeant's detachment, 
came and ſurrender'd themſelves to us, ſo that with thoſe 
we took in the proa, we had now eight of them in our 
cuſtody. One of the four, who ſubmitted; undertook 
to ſhew us the moſt convenient place for killing cattle, 
and two of our men were ordered to attend him on that 
ſervice ; but one of them unwarily truſting! the Indiax 
with his firelock and piſtol, the Indian eſcaped with them 
into the woods: His countrymen, who remained behind, 
were apprehenſive of ſuffering for this perfidy ef their 
comrade, and therefore begged leave to ſend one of their 
own party into the country, who they engaged ſhould 
both ids back the arars, and pertuade the whole de- 
tachment fron; Guam to ſubmit tous. The Commodore 
granted their requeſt ; and one of them was diſpatched 
on this errand, who returned next day, and brought back 
the firelock and piſtol, but aſſured vs, he had niet with 
them in a path-way in the wood, and proteſted that he had 
not been able to meet with any one of his gang + 
This report had ſo little the air of truth, that we ſuſpeQ- 
ed there was ſome treachery carrying on, and therefore 
to prevent any future communication amongſt them, 
we immediately ordered all the Indians who were 1n our 
power on board the ſhip, and did not permit them to 
return any more on ſhore. | 

When our fick were well ſettled on the Iſiand, we em- 
ployed all the hands that could be ſpared from attending 
them, in arming the cables with a good rounding, ſeve- 
ral fathom from the anchor, to ſecure them from being 
rubbed. by the coral rocks, which here abounded-: And 
this being-compleated, our next attention was our leak, 
and in order to raiſe it out of water, we, on the firſt of 
September, began to get the guns aft to bring the ſhip by 
the ſtern ; and now the Carpenters, being able to come 
at it on the outſide, ripped off the old ſheathing that was 
left, and caulked all the ſeams on both fides the cut- 
water, and lead ed them over, and then new ſheathed the 
bows: to the ſurface of the water: By this means we 
conceived the defect was ſufficiently ſecured ; but upon 
our beginning to bring the guns into their places, 2 
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had the mortification to perceive; that the' water ruſhed 
into the ſhip in the old place, with as much violence as 
ever: Hereupon we were neceſſitated to begin again; 
and that our ſecond attempt might be more effectual, 
we cleared the fore ſtore- room, and ſent a hundred and 
thirty barrels of powder on board the ſmall Spaniſh bark 
we had ſeized here, by which means we raiſed the ſhip 
about three feet out of the water forwards, and the Car- 
renters ripped off the ſheathing lower down, and new 
caulked all the ſeams and afterwards laid on new ſheath- 
ing; and then ſuppoſing the leak to be effectually ſtop- 
ped, we began to move the guns forward ; but the up- 
per deck guns were ſcarcely in their places, when, to our 
amazement, it burſt in _ ; and now as we durſt not 
cut away the lining within board, leſt a but-end or a 
plank might tart, and we might go down immediately, 
we had no other reſource left than chincing and caulking 
within board; and indeed by this means the leak was 
fopped for ſome time; but when aur guns were all in 
their places, and our ſtores were taken on board, the 
water again forced its way through a hole in the ſtem, 
where one of the bolts was driven in; and on this we 
deſiſted from all farther efforts, being now well aſſured, 
that the defect was in the ſtem itſelf, and that it was not 
to be remedied till we ſhould have an opportunity of 
heaving down. | 

Towards the middle of September, ſeveral of our ſick 
were tolerably recovered by their refidence on ſhore ; 
and, on the 12th of September, all thoſe who were ſo far 
relieved, ſince their arrival, as to be capable of doing 
duty, were ſent on board the ſhip : And then the Com- 
modore, who was himfelf ill of the ſcurvy, had a tent 
erected for him on ſhore, where he went with a view of 
ſaying a few days for the recovery of his bealth, being 
convinced by the general experience of his people, that 
no other method but living on the land was to be truſted 
to for the removal of this dreadful nialady, The place 
where his tent was pitched on this occaſion, was near 
the well, whence we got all our water, and was indeed 
a moſt elegant ſpot. 

As the crew on board were now reinforced” by the 
recovered hands returned from the iſland, we _ _ 
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ſend our caſks on ſhore to be fitted up, which till now 
e uld not be done, for the Coopers were not well enough 
to work, We likewiſe weighed our anchors, that we 
might examine our cables, which we ſuſpected had by 
this time received conſiderable damage. And as the new 
moon was now approaching, when we apprehended yio- 
lent gales, the Commodore, for our greater ſecurity, or- 
dered that part of the cables next to the anchors to be 
armed with the chains of the fire-grapnels; and they 
were beſides cackled twenty fathom from the anchors, 
and ſeven fathom from the ſervice, with a good round- 
ing of a 44 inch hawſer ; and to all theſe precautions we 
added that of lowering the main and fore-yard cloſe 
down, that in caſe of blowing weather the wind might 
have leſs power upon the ſhip, to make her ride a ſtrain, 
Thus effeQually prepared, as we conceived, we ex- 
pected the new moon, which was the 18th of September, 
and riding ſafe that and the three ſucceeding days (though 
the weather proved very ſqually and uncertain) we flat- 
tered ourſelves (for I was then on board) that the pru- 
dence of our meaſures had ſecured us from all accidents ; 
but, on the 22d, the wind blew from the eaſtward with 
ſuch fury, that we ſoon defpaired of riding out the ſtorm; 
and therefore we ſhould have been extremely glad that 
the Commodore and the reſt of our people on ſhore, 
which were the greateſt part of our hands, had been on 
board with us, fince our only hopes of fafety ſeemed 
to depend on our putting immediately to ſea ; but al 
communication with the ſhore was now effectually cut 
off, ſor there was no poſſivility that a boat could hve, fo 
that we were neceſſitated to ride it out, till our cables 
parted. Indeed it was not long beſore this happened, 
for the ſmall bower parted at five in the afternoon, and 
the ſhip ſwung off to the beſt hower ; and as the night 
came on, the violence of the wind ſtill increaſed ; but 
notwithſtanding its inexpreſſible fury, the tide ran with 
ſo much rapidity, as to prevail overit; for the tide hav- 
ing ſet to the northward in the beginning of the ſtorm, 
turned ſuddenly to the ſouthward about fix in the even- 
ing, and forced the ſhip betore it in deſpite of the ſtorm, 
which blew upon the beam: And now the ſea broke moſt 


ſurprizingly ail round us, and a large tumbling ſwell 
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threatened to poop us; the long-boat, which was at this 
time moored a-ſtern, was on a ſudden canted fo high, that 


it broke the tranſom of the Commodore's gallery, whoſe. 


cabin was on the quarter-deck, and would doubilefſs ha ve 
riſen as high as the taffere], had it not been for this ſtroke 
which ſtove the boat all to pieces; but the poor boat- 
keeper, though extremely bruiſed, was ſaved almoſt by 
miracle. About eight, the tide ſlackened, but the wind 
did not abate; ; fo that at eleven, the beſt bower cable, by 
which alone we rode, parted. Our ſheet anchor, which 


was the only one we had left, was inſtantly cut from the 


bow; but before it could reach the bottom, we were 
driven from thirty-two into thirty-five fathom ; and at- 
ter we had veered away one whole cable, and two thirds 
of another, we could not find ground. with fixty fathom 
of line: This was a plain indication, that the anchor lay 
near the edge of the bank, and could not hold us long. In 
this preſſing danger, Mr. Saumarez, our firſt Lieutenant, 
who now commanded on board, ordered ſeveral guns to 
be fired, and lights to be ſhewn, as a ſignal to the Com- 
medore of our Uiſtreſs ; and in a ſhort time after, it be- 


ing then about one o'clock, and the night exceſſively. 


dark, a ftrong guſt, atterded with rain and lightning, 
drove us off the bank, and forced us out to ſea, leaving 
behind us on the Iſland, Mr, Anſon, with many more of 
our officers, and great part of our crew, amounting in 
the whole to an hundred and thirteen perſons, Thus 
were we all, both at ſea and on ſhore, reduced to the ut- 
moſt deſpair by this cataſtrophe, thoſe on ſhore conceiving 
they had no means left them ever to leave the Iſland, and 
we on board being utterly unprepared to ſtruggle with 


the fury of the ſeas and winds, we were now expoſed to, 


and expecting each moment to be our laſt, 


Cn ay. III. Tranſactions at Tinian after the departure of 
the Centurion. 


ople on ſhore from hearing 
the guns, which ſhe fired as ſignals of diſtreſs ; and the 
frequent glare of the lightning had prevented the ex- 

ploſions 


HE ſtorm, which drove the Centurion to ſea, blew. 
with too much turbulence to permit either the 
' Commodore or any of the | 
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ploſions from being obſerved : So that, when at day- 
break, it was perceived from the ſhore that the ſhip Was 
miſſing, there was the ulnoſt conſternation amongſt them 


For much the greateſt part of them immediately conclud- 


ed that the was loſt, and intreated the Commodore that 


the boat might be ſent round the. Iſland to look for the 
wreck ; and thoſe who belicved her ſafe, had ſcarcely any 
expectation that ſhe would ever be able to make the 


1ſ0and again: For the wind continued to blow ſtrong at 
Eaſt, and they knew how poorly ſhe was manned and 
provided for ſtruggling with ſo tempeſtuous a gale. And 
if the Centurion was loft, or ſhould be incapable of re- 
turning, there appeared in either caſe no poſſibility of 
their ever getting off the Iſland : For they were at leaſt 
ix hundred leagues from Macao, which was their neareſt 


port; and they were maſters of no other veſſel than the 


ſmall Spaniſh bark, of about fifteen tun, which they ſeized 
at their firft arrival, and which would not even hold a 
fourth part of their number : And the chance of their be- 
ing taken off the Iſland by the caſual arrival of any other 
ſhip was altogether deſperate ; as perhaps no European 
ſhip had ever anchored here before, and it were madneſs 
to expect that like incidents ſhould ſend another here in 
an hundred ages to come: So that their deſponding 
thoughts could only ſuggeſt to them the melancholy. 
roſpect of ſpending the remainder of their days on this 
Iſland, and bidding adieu for ever to their country, their 
friends, their families, and all their domeſtic endearments. 
Nor was this the worſt they had to fear: For they had 
reaſon to expect, that the Governor of Guam, when 
he ſhould be informed ef their ſituation; might ſend a 


force ſufficient to overpower them, and to remove them 


to that Iſland ; and then, the. moſt favourable treatment 
they could hope for would be to be detained priſoners 
for life; ſince from the known policy and cruelty of the 
Spaniards in their diſtant ſettlements, it was rather to be 
expected, that the Governor, if he once had them in 


his power, would make their want of commiſſions (all 


of them being on board the Centurion) a pretext for 
treating them as pirates, and for depriving them of their 


lives with infamy. 


In the midſt of theſe gloomy reflexions, Mr. 410 
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had doubtleſs his ſhare of diſquietude; but he always 
kept up his uſual compoſure and ſteadineſs: And having 
ſoon projected a ſcheme for extricating hunſelf and his 


men from their preſent anxious ſituation, heficit-counmu- 


nicated it io ſome of the oft intelligent perſons about 
him; and having ſatisfied himſelf that it was practicable, 
he then endeavoured to animate his people to a ſpeedy 
and vigorous proſecution of it. With this view he re- 
preſented to them, how litile foundation there was 
tor their apprehenfions of the Centur iun's being loſt: 
That he ſhould have hoped, they had been all of them 
better acquainted with tea-affairs, than to give way to 
the impreſſion of fo chimerical a flight; and that he 
doubted not, but if they would ſeriouſly conſider what 
ſuch a ſhip was capable of enduting, tbey would confeis 
that there was not the leaſt probability ot her having pe- 
ithed : that ke was not without hopes that ſhe night re- 
turn in a few days; but if the did not, the worſt that 
could be ſuppoſed, was, that ſhe was driven ſo far to the 
leeward of the Iſland, that ſhe could not regain it, ard 
that ſhe would conſequently be obliged to bear away for 
Macao on the coaſt of China: That as it was neceflary to 
be prepared againſt all events, he had, in this cafe, con- 
lidered of a method of carrying them off the iſland, and 
joining their old ſhip the Centurion again at Macao: That 
this method was to hale the Spaniſb bark on ſhore, to 


law her aſunder, and to lengthen her twelve feet, 


which would enlarge her to near forty tun burthen, and 
would enable her to carry them all to China: That he 
had conſulted the Carpenters, and they had agreed that 
this propoſal was very feaſible, and that nothing was 
wanting to execute it, but the united reſolution and in- 
duſtry of the whole body: He added, that tor his on 


part, he would ſhare the fatigue and labour with them, 
and would expect no more from any man than what be, 


the Commodore himſell, was ready to fubunt to; and 


concluded with repreſenting: to them the unportance-of _ 


faving time; and that, in order to be the better prepar- 


ed tor all events, it was necefſary to ſet to work imme- 


diately, and to take it for granted, that the Centurion 


would not be able to put back (which was indeed the 


Couunodore's ſecret opinion ;) ſince, it ſhe did recurn, 
| they 
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expedition by ſome important exploit, were at an end. 
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they ſhould only throw away a few days application; 
but if ſhe did not, their ſituation, and the ſeaſon of the 


year, required their utmaſt diſpatch. 


Theſe remonſtrances, though not without effect, did 
not immediately operate ſo powerfully as Mr. Anſon could 
have wiſhed : He indeed raiſed their ſpirits, by ſhewing 
them the poſſibility of their getting away, of which they 
had before deſpaired ; but then, from their confidence of 
this reſource, they grew leſs apprehenſive of their ſitua- 
tion, gave a greater ſcope to their hopes, and flattered 
themſelves that the Centurion would return and prevent 
the execution of the Commodore's ſcheme, which they 
could eaſily foreſee would be a work of conſiderable la- 
bour : By this means, it was ſome days before they were 


. all of them heartily engaged in the project; but at laſt, 


being in general convinced of the impoſſibility of the 
ſhip's return, they ſet themſelves zealouſly to the diffe- 
rent taſks allotted them, and were as induſtrious and as 
eager as their Commander could deſire, punQually aſ- 
ſembling at day-break at the rendezvous, whence they 
were dfribured to their different employments, which 
they followed with unuſual vigour till night came on. 
And here I muſt interrupt the courſe of this tranſaQi- 
on for a moment, to relate an incident which for ſome 
time gave Mr. Anſon more concern than all the preceding 
diſaſters. A few days after the ſhip was driven off, ſome 


of the people on ſhore cried out, à ſail, This ſpread a 


general joy, every one ſuppoſing that it was the ſhip fe- 
turning; but preſently, a ſecond fail was deſcried, which 
quite deſtroyed their conjecture, and made it difficult to 
gueſs what they were, The Commodore eagerly turned 
his glaſs towards them, and ſaw they were two boats; on 
which it immediately occurred to him, that the Centurion 


was gone to the bottom, and that theſe were her two 


boats coming back with the remains of her people; and 
this ſudden and unexpected ſuggeſtion wrought on him ſo 
powerfully,.that, to conceal his emotion, he was obliged 
(without ſpeaking to any one) inſtantly. to retire to his 
tent, where he paſt ſome bitter moments, in the firm be- 


lief that the ſhip was loſt, and that now all his views of 


farther — the enemy, and of ſtill ſignalizing his 


But 


* 


, a * N . . 
* IP" * a "mm 
* . * 1 4 * - - 
" * U ; A e. * 7 * 
1 9 


- . as © "i X . 
- 7 F - 


| 
l 


But he was ſoon relieved from theſe diſturbing” 
thoughts, by diſcovering that the two boats in the offing' 


wards the ſhore, he direRed every appearance that could 
ive then any ſuſpicion to be removed, and concealed ' 
ks people, in the adjacent thickets,” prepared to ſecure” 
the Indians when they ſhould land: But, after the proas 
near two hours, they then made ſail again, and ſtood to 
ment of the bark. | 14 n 
If we examine” how they were” pfepared for going 
ters which were of as much importance, the lengthening 
Indeed; ih a proper place, Wliere all the neceſſary mate- 


have been much leſs; but ſome of theſe tools were to 


r & . it cafes 


t required' no ſmall degree of invention to ſupply all 
theſe deficiencies: And when the hull of the bark ſhould 


e be completed, this was but one article; and there were 


s any others of equal weight, which were to be well 


e conſidered ': Theſe were the ngging it, tue victualling it, 
fo | 


a WH nd laſtly, the navigating it, for the ſpace of fix or ſe- 
en hundred leagues, through unknown ſeas, where no 


h one of the company had ever paſſed before. In ſome” 
0 of theſe particulars ſuch obſtacles occurred, that, without 


0 Wl the intervention of very extraordinary and unexpected 
" Wl xccidents, the poſſibility of the whole enterprize would 
"mu have fallen to the ground, and their utmoſt induſtry and 
% WM cforts muſt have been fruitleſs. Of all theſe circum- 
ances I ſhall make a ſhort recital. 


lo It fortunately happened that the Carpenters, both of 
0 the GClouce ſſer and of the Tryul, with their cheſts of tools, 


were on ſhore when the ſhip drove out to ſea; the Smith 
tools, but unhappily his be}lows had nor been brought 


without his affiſtance they could not hope to proceed 
| WW” with 
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were Indian. proas; and perceiving” that they ſtood to- 


ud ſtood in within a quarter of a mile of the land, they 
ſuddenly ſtopt ſhort, and reniaining there motionleſs for 


the ſouthward. ' But to return to the projected enlarge , 
through with this undertaking, on Which their ſafety de- 
rended, we ſhall find, that, independent of other mat- 
of the bark alone was attended with great difficilty, 
rials and tools were to be had; the embarruſſment would” 


be made, and any of the materials were wanting; and 


f 
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bf ioo was on ſhore, and had with him his forge and ſome 


rom on board ; ſo that he was incapible of working, and 
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with their deſign: Their firſt attention therefore was to 
make him a pair of bellows, but in this they were for 


. ſome time puzzled, by their want of leather, ;. however, 


as they had hides in ſufficient plenty, and they had found 
a hogthead of lime, which the Indians or Spaniards had 
prepared for their own uſe, they tanned ſome hides with 
this lime; and though we may ſuppoſe the workman- 
ſhip to be but indifferent, yet the leather they thus made 
ſerved tolerably well, and the bellows (to which a gun 
barrel ſerved for a pipe) had no other inconvenience, 
than that of being ſome what ſtrong ſcented from the in- 

rfection of the Tanner's work. BH 44S 

Whilſt the Smith was preparing the neceſſary iron- 
work, others were employed in cutting down trees, and 
ſawing them into plank ; and this being the moſt labo- 
rious talk, the Commodore wrought at it himſelf for the 
encouragement of his people. As there were neither 
blocks nor cordage ſufficient for tackles to hale the bark 
on ſhore, it was propoſed to get her up on rollers; and 
for theſe, the body of the cocoa-nut uee was extremely 
uſeful ; for its ſmoothneſs and circular turh prevented 
much labour, and fitted it for the purpoſe with very lit- 
tle workmanſhip : A number of theſe trees were therefore 
felled, and the ends of them properly opened for the re- 
ception of hand- ſpikes; and in the mean time a dry dock 
was dug for the bark, and ways laid from thence quite 
into the ſea, to facilitate the bringing her up. And be- 
ſides thoſe who were thus occupied in preparing-meaſures 
for the ſuture enlargement of the bark, a party was con- 


ſtantly ordered for the killing and preparing ot provilions 


for the reſt : And though in theſe various employments, 
ſome of which demanded conſiderable dexterity, it might 
have been expected there would have been great coniv- 
fion and delay; yet, good order being once eſtabliſhed, 


and all hands engaged, their preparations advanced apace. 


Indeed, the common men, I preſume, were pot the'lels 
tractable for their want of ſpirituous liquors : For, there 
being neither wine nor brandy on ſhore, the juice of 
the cocoa-nut was their conſtant drink, and this, though 


* extremely pleaſant, was not at all intoxicating, but kept 


them very cool and orderly. 
And now the officers began to conſider of all the * 
| ticle 
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cles neceſſary for the fitting out the bark ; when it was 
bund, that the tents on ſhore, and the ſpare cordage ac- 
cidentally left there by the Centurion, 4s 4 0 with the 
fails and rigging already belonging to the bark, would 
ſerve to rig her indifferently well, when ſhe was lengthen- 
ed: And as they had tallow in plenty, they propoſed; to 
jay her bottom with a mixture of tallow and lime, which 
it was known was well adapted to that purpoſe : So that 
with reſpe& to her equipment, ſhe would not have been 
>, very defective. There was, however, one exception, 
. WH vhich would have proved extremely incouvenient, and 
that was her ſize : Por as they could not make her quite 
» forty tun burthen, ſhe would have been incapable of con- 
4 WH twning half the crew below the deck, and ſhe would 
» WH have been ſo top- heavy, that if they were all at the ſame 
e Wl time ordered upon deck, there would be no ſmall hazard 
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r of her overſetting ; but this was a difficulty not to be re- 


k noved, as they could not augment her beyond the ſize 
d already propoſed. After the manner of rigging and fit- 
ag up the bark was conſidered and regulated, the next 
d Wl cfſential point to be thought on was, how to procure a 
i- Wl fufficient ſtock of proviſions for their voyage; and here 
re hey were greatly at a loſs what courſe to take; for they 
e- WH had neither grain nor bread of any kind on ſhore, their 
k Wl bread-fruit, which would net keep at ſea, having all a- 
te. long ſupplied its place: And though they bad live cat- 
| tle enough, yet they had no ſalt to cure beef for a ſea- 
ſtore, nor would meat take ſalt in that climate. Indeed, 
they bad preſerved a ſmall quantity of jerked beef, which 
they found upon the place at their landing ; but this was 
greatly diſproportioned to the run of near fix hundred 
leagues, which they were to engage in, and to the num- 
u- Wl ber of hands they ſhould have on board. It was at laſt, 
d, however, reſolved to take on board as many cocoa-nuts 
ce. as they poſſibly could; to make the moſt of their jerk- 
eſs ed beef, by a very ſparing diſtribution of it; and to 
re MW endeavour to ſupply their want of bread by rice; to 
of Wl furniſh themſelves with which, it was propoſed, when 
gh che bark was fitted up, to make an expedition to the 
pt WM land of Nota, where they were told, that the Spaniards 

bad large plantations of 1ice under the care of the In- 
ar- WJ dan inhabitants: But as this laſt meaſure was to be 
0 2 executed 
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executed, by. force, it became neceſſary to examine wWhet 
anmuaition-had-been left on ſhore, and- to preſerve it 
carefully; and on this. enquiry, they had the mortifica. 
tion to find, that the utnioſt that could be collected, by 
the ſtricteſt ſearch, did. not. amount to more than nine- 
ty charges of powder for their firelocks, which, was con 
fiderably thort of one a- piece for each of the company, 
and was indeed a. very: ſlender ſtock of ammunition, for 
ſuch as. were to eat no grain or. bread. for a month, but 
what they were to procure by force of arms, | 
But the moſt alarining, circumſtance, . and what, with- 
out the providential interpoſition. of very! improbable 
events, had rendered all their ſchemes abortive; remains R 
yet to be related. The general idea- of the. fabvick Will ; 
and equipment of the. veſſel was ſettled in a ſew days; 
and when this was done, it was, not difficult: to make N 
ſome eſtimation of the. time neceſſary to complete her. 
After this, it was natural to expect that the officers would 1 
cunſider on the courſe they were to ſteer, and the land 
they were to make. Theſe. reffexions led them to the 
diſheartening diſcovery, that there was neithes- compals Wl ; 
nor quadrant on the Iſland. Indeed the Conimodore had Wl; 
bcought.a pocket · compaſs on ſhore for his on uſe-; but 
Lieutenant Breit had borrowed it to determine the poſi- 
tion of the neighbouring Iſlands, and he had been driven 
to ſea in the Centurion, without returning it: And as to a . 
uadrant, that could not be expected to be found on . 
ore, for as it was of no ule at land, there could be no 
reaſon ſor bringing it from on board the ſhip It was WI, 
eight days, from the departure of the Centurion, before . 
they were in any degree relieved from thistetrible per- Wl c 
plexity, : At laſt, in rummaging a«cheſt belenging to the Wl 
Spaniſh bark, they found a mall compals, Which, though 
little better than the toys uſually. made for the amuſemeat 
of ſchool- boys, was to them an invaluable treaſure. And 
a few days alter, by a ſimilar- piece of good · fortuse 
they found a quadrant on the ſea-ſhore;  winch:hag- been 
thrown over-voard amongſt other lumber: belonging; to 
the dead: The quadrant was-eagetl yi ſeized, but on ex- 
amination, it unluckily wanted vanes, and therefore in 
its preſem ſtate was altogether.uſcleſs.; however, fortune 
ſtill continuing in a ſayourable-mood,. it n | 
ore 
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fore a perlon out of cutioſity (pulling out the drawer of 
an old table, which had been driven on ſhore, found 
therein ſome vanes, which finted the quadrant very well; 
20d it being thus completed, it was examined by the 
known latitude of the place, and was found to aner to 

a ſufficient degree of exactneſs. „ 
And now, all theſe obſtacles being in ſome degree re- 
moved, (which were always as much as poſſible concealed 
{om the wulgar, that they might not grow remiſs with 
the apprehention of labouring to no purpoſe) the work 
proceeded very ſucceſsfully and vigorouſly : The ne- 
ceſſary iron-work was in great forwardnels ; and the 
timbers and planks (which, though not the moſt exqui- 
te performances of the Sawyer's art, were yet ſuffi- 
cient for the purpoſe) were all prepared ; fo that, on 
the 6th of October, being the 14th day from the depar- 
we of the ſhip, they haled the bark on ſhore, and on 
the two ſucceeding days the was ſawn a ſunder, (though 
with great care not to cut her planks) and her two parts 
were ſeparated the proper diſtance from ench other, and, 
the materials being all ready beforehand, they, the next 
dy, being the 9th of Odlaber, went on with great diſpatch 
n their propoſed enlargement of her; and by this time 
lhey had all their ſuture operations ſo fairly in view, and. 
vere ſo much-maſters of them, that they were able © de- 
erm ine when the whole would be finiſhed, and bad, ne- 
cordingly, fixed the gth of Nowember for the day ol their 
putting to fea. But their projects and Jabours were 
ow d a ving to a ſpeedier and happier concluſion ; for 
onthe x 1th of Caober, in the atiernoon, one of the 
Ghuce/'er's men, being upon a hill in the middle of the 
land, perceived the Centurion at a diſtance, and run- 
ling down with his utmoſt ſpeed towards the landing- 
piace, he, ia the way, faw ſome of his comrades, to 
whom he hollowed out, wich great extacy, The ſlip, the 
ſip, This being heard by Mr. Gordon, a Lieutenaut 
of marines, who was convinced by the fellow's irant- 
port that his report was Uue, Mr. Gordon ran towards 
ine place where the Commodore and his people were 
il work, and being treth and in breath, eaſily out-ſrip- 
ed the Gloyrefter's man, and got before him to the Com- 
kovore, Who, on hearing this happy aud unexpeRed 
| neus. 
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news, threw down his axe with which he was then 0 


therto preſerved ; the others, who were with him, in- 


underwent, during our nineteen days abſence from Tinian, 
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work, and by bis joy broke through, for the firſt time, 
the equable and unvaried character which he had hi. 


ſtanily ran down to the ſea-fide in a kind of frenzy, 
eager to feaſt themſelves with a ſight they had fo ar 
dently wiſhed for, and of which they had now for a con- 
fiderable time deſpaired. By five in the evening the C. 
turion was viſible in the offing to them all; and, a boat 
being ſent off with eighteen men to reinforce her, and 
with freſh meat and fruits for the refreſhment of her crew, 


_ the, the next afternoon, happily came to an anchor in 


the road, where the Commodore immediately came on 
board her, and was received by us, with the ſiacereſt and 
heacticſt acclamations: For, from the following ſhort re- 
cual of the fears, the dangers and fatigues we in the ſhip 


it may be eaſily conceived, that a harbour, refreſhments 
repoſe, and the joining of our Commander and Shipmatez, 
were no leſs pleaſing to us, than our return was to them, 


Cu ar, IV. Proceedings zo beard the Centurion, ben dh 
tg: 115 out 10 ſea. n 
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HE Centurian being now once inore ſafely arrived 
at Tinian, to the mutual reſpite of the labours dl 
our divided crew, it is high time that the reader, after 


' the relation already given of the projects and employ: 
ment of thoſe left on ſhore, ſhould be apprized of the 
| fatigues and diftrefſes, to which we, who were driven ol 


10 ſea, were expoſed, during the long interval of nine 
teen days that we were abſent from the Ifſand. _ 

lt has been already mentioned, that it was the 21 
of September, about one o'clock, in an extreme dai 
night, when, by the united violence of a prodigiou 
korm, and an exceeding rapid tide, we were driven fro 
our anchors and forced to ſea. Our condition the! 
was truly deplorable ;z we were in a leaky ſhip, wil 


three cables in our hawſes, to one of which hve 
only remaining anchor; we had not a gun on board1al 


ed, nor a port barred in; our ſhrowds were looſe, 1 


our top-maſts unrigged, and we had ſtruck our fore an 


Ian 
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rain-yards cloſe down, before the ſtorm came on, ſo 
that there were vo fails we could ſet, except our mizen. 
Jn this dreaCtul / extremity - we could muſter no more 
ſtrength on board, to navigate the ſhip, than an hundred 
and tight hands, ſeveral Negioes and Indians included: 
This was ſcarcely the fourth part of our complement; and 
of theſe the greater number were either boys, or ſuch 
being lately recovered from the ſcurvy. had not yet 
arived at half their former vigour. No ſooner were we 
at ſea, but by the violence of the ſtorm, and the working 
of the ſhip, we made a great quantity of water through 
our hawſe-holes, ports and ſcuppers, which, added to 
the conſtant effect of our leak, rendered our pumps alone 
a ſufficient employment for us all: But though this leak- 
age, by being a ſhort time neglect d, would inevitably 
end in our deſtruction, yet we had other dangers then im- 
pending, which occaſioned this to be regarded as a ſecon- 
dary conſideration only. For we all imagined, that we 
were driving directly on the neighbouring Aland of Aui- 
gnan, which was about two leagues diſtant; and as we 
had lowered our ma in and fore · yards cloſe down; we had 
ho ſc ils We could ſet but the mizen, which was altogether 
inſuffiꝛient to carry us clear of this inſtant peril: We 
there fore immediately applied ourſelves to work, endea- 
vouring. by the utmoſt of our efforts, to hea ye up the 
main and tore yards, in hopes that, if we could but be 
enabled to make uſe of our lower canvats, we might 
poſſibly weather the Iſland, and thereby ſave curſclves 
from this ipending ſhip- wreck But after ſull three hours . 
ineffe ctual labour, the jeers broke, and the men being 
quite jaded, we were obliged, by mere debility, to deſiſt, 
and quietly. to expect our fate, Which we then conceived 
to be una voidable: Por we imagine d ourſelves by this 
um e. to be driven juſt vpon the ſhore, and the night was 
lo extremely dark, that we expected io diſcover the Iſland 
no otherwile than by ſtriking vpon it; ſo that the belief 
of our geſtruction, and the uncertainty of the point of 
time when it would take place, occaſioned us to paſs ſe- 
veral hours, under the nooft ſerious apprehenſions, that 
each ſucceeding moment would fend. us to the bottom. 
Nor did theſe continued terrors, of inſtantly ſtriking and 
bobing, end but with the day, break; when we with great 
1 | | | tranſport 
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tranſport perceived, that the Iſland, we had thus dreaded 
vas at a conſiderable diſtance, and that a firong nor- 
thern current had been the cauſe of our preſervation, 
The turbulent weather, which forced us from . 
nian, did not begin to abate, till three days after ; and 
then we ſwayed up the fore-yard, and began to heave ip 
the main-yard, but the jeers broke and killed one of our 
men, and prevented us at that time from proceeding, 
The next day, being the 26th of September, was a day 
of molt ſevere fatigue to us all; for it muſt be remem- 
bered, that in theſe exigencies no rank or office exempt- 
ed any perſon from the manual application and bodily 
labour of a common failor. The buſineſs of this day 
was no leſs than an attempt to heave up the ſheet-anchor, 
which we had hitherto dragged at our bows with two Ml : 
cables an end. This was a work of great importance 
to our future preſervation: For, not to mention the in- 
pediment to our navigation, and the hazard it would be 5 
to our ſhip, if we attempted to make ſail with the a- 
chor in its preſent ſituation, we had this moſt intereſting Wll : 
conſideration to animate us, that it was che only anchor 
we had left; and, without ſecuring it, we ſhould be 
under the utmoſt difficulties and hazards, whenever we 
] 
; 
| 


made the land again; and therefore, being all of us 
ſully apprized of the conſequence of this enterprize, we 
Jaboured at it with the ſevereſt application for full twelve 
hours, when we had indeed made a conſiderable progreſs, 
having brought the anchor in fight : but, it then growing 
dark, and we being exceſſively fatigued, we were obliged» 
to deſiſt, and to leave our work unfiniſhed, till the next 
morning, when, by the benefit of a night's reſt, we com- 
pleted it, and hung the anchor at our bo 

It was the 27th of September in the morning, that is, five 
days after our departure, when we thus ſecured our anchor; 
and the ſame day, we got up our main-yard : And having Wl * 
now conquered in ſome degree the diſtreſs and diſorder 
which we were neceſlarily involved in at our firſt driving 
out to ſea, and beingenabled 10 make uſeofour canvals, we 
ſet our courſes; and ſor the firſt time ſtood to the eaſtwardin 
hopes of regaining the Iſland of Tinian, and joining our 
Commodore in a few days: For we were then, by our ac- 
counts, only fort y- ſe ven leagues to the South Welt of Tini 
. N . 
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dur Wl deviated, and conſequently how long we might ſtill ex- 
"vg. ¶ best to be at ſea, we had great apprehenſions that our ftock 
kay WH of water might prove deficient ; for we were doubtful a- 
m. bout the quintity we had on board, and found many of 
pt- our caſks ſo decayed, as to be halfleaked out. However, 
ily ve were delivered from our uncertainty the next day by 
ay boring a fight of the Hand of Guam, by which we diſeo- 


or, Wl vered that the currents had driven us forty-four leagues 
to the weſtward of our accounts. This fight of land hav- 


ing ſatisfied us of our ſituation, we kept plying to the eaſt- 


tinaing fixed in the eaftern board, we were obliged to 
1ck often, and our crew were ſo weak, that, without the 
alſiſtance of every man on board, it was not in our power 
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the 11th of October, being the nineteenth day from our 
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reinforced from the ſhore, as hath been already mention- 
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which this difs{trous incident had given riſe to. 5 I 
cuir V. Employment at Titian, ll the final K ee 
of the Centurion from thence ; wich d defeription of 
the Ladrones. | | 


T7 HEN the Commodore came on board the Cen- 
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tioned, he refolved to ſtay no longer at the Ifland than 


a work which we immediately ſet ourſelves about. But 
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poop, when we were driven out to fea, put us to great 
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an; fo that on the firſt day of Ofober, having then run the 
diſtance neceſſary for making the Wand according to our 
reckoning, we were in fall expeQation of ſeeing it ; but 
. re were unhappily diſappointed, and were thereby con- 
and vinced that a current had driven us to the weſtward. And 
ip ns we could not judge how much we might hereby have 


ward, though with exceſſive labour, far, the wind con- 


ceparture ; when atriving in the offing'of Tinian, we were 


was abſolutely neceſſary to complete our ſtock of water, 


nconyeniencies in getting our water on board; for we 


o put the ſhip about: This ſevere employment laſted till 


ed; and on the evening of the fame day, we, to our in- 
expreſſible joy, came to an anchor in the road, thereby *' 
procuring to our ſhip-mates on ſhote; as well as to ou. 

ſelves, A ceſſation from the fatigues and apprehenfions, 


: 


: ; 


 turion, os her return to Tinian, as already men- 


the loſs of gut long - boat, which was ſta ved againſt our 4 


aſſiſt them; and at the fame time made a ſignal for all 
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 wereoblized to raſt off all our caſk, and the tide ran ſo 
ſtrong, that, beſides the frequent delays and difficulties 
it occaſioned, we more than once loſt the whole rafc. 
Nor was this our only misfortune ; for, on the 14th of 
October. being but the third day after our arrival, a ſud- 
den guſt of wind brought home our anchor, forced us off 
the bank, and drove the ſhip out to ſea a ſecond time. 
The Commodore, it is true, and the principal officers 
were now on board ;. but we had near ſeventy men on 
ſhare, who had been employed in filling our water, and 
procuring - proviſions : Tneſe bad with them our two 
Cutters ; but as they were too, many for the Cutters to 
bring off at once, we ſent the eighteen-oared barge to 


that could to embark. The two Cutters ſoon came off 
to us full of men ; but forty of the company, who were 
employed in killing cattle in the wood, and in bringing 
them down to the landing-place, were left behind ; and 
though the eighteen-oared barge was left for their con- 
veyance, yet as the ſhip ſoon drove to a conſiderable dif- 
tance, it was not in their power to join us. | However, 
as the weather was favourable, and our crew was now. 
ſtronger than when we were firſt driven out, we, in a- 
bout five days time, returned again to an anchor at i- 
nian, and relieved thoſe we had left behind us from their 
ſecond fears of being deſerted by their ſhip. 

On our arrival, we found that the Spaniſh bark, the 
old object of their hopes, had * a new meta- 
morphoſis: For thoſe we had leſt on ſhore began to de- 
ſpair of our return, and conceiving that the lengthening 
the bark, as formerly propoſed, was both a toilſome and 
unneceſſary meaſure, confidering the ſmall number they 
conſiſted of, they had reſolved to join her again, and to 
reſtore her to her firſt ſtate ; and in this ſcheme they had 


made ſome progreſs ; for they had brought the two parts 


together, and would have ſoon compleated her, had not 
our coming back put a period to their labours and diſ- 
quietudes. | | | 

Theſe people we had left behind informed us, that, 
juſt, before we were ſeen in the offing, wo proas had 
ſtood in very near the ſhore, and had continued there 
for ſome time; but on the appearance of our ſhip, they 
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crowded away, and were preſently out of ſight. And, on 
this occaſion, I muſt mention an incident, which, though 
it happened during the firſt abſence of the ſhip, was then 
omitted to avoid interrupting the courſe of the narration. 
It hath been already obſerved, that a part of the de- 
lachment, ſent to this Iſland under the command of the 
gyaniſb Serjeant, lay concealed in the woods; and we 
were the leſs ſolicitous to find them out, as our priſon- 
ers all aſſured us, that it was impoſſible for them to get 
of, and conſequently that it was impoſſible for them to 
ſend any intelligence about us to Cn. But when the 
Centurion drove out to ſea, and left the Commodore on 
ſhore, he one day, attended by ſome of his officers, en - 
deavoured to make the tour of the Iſland: In this ex- 
pedition, being on a riſing ground, they perceived in 
the valley beneath them the appearance of à ſmall 
thicket, which, by obſerving more nicely, they found 
had a progreſſive motion: This at firſt ſurprized them; 
but they. ſoon. diſcovered, that it was ne more than ſe- 
reral large cacoa buſhes, which were dragged along the 
ground by perſons concealed beneath them. They im- 
mediately concluded that theſe were ſome of the Ser- 
jeant's party (which was indeed true) ; and thereſore 
the Commodore and his people made after them, in 
hopes of finding out their retteat. The Indians ſoon 
perceived they were diſcovered, and hurried away with 
precipitation; but Mr. Anſon was ſo near them, that he 
cid not loſe ſight of them till they arrived at their cell, 
which he and his officers entering found to be aban- 
doned, there being a paſſage from it down a precipice 
contrived for the conveniency of flight. They found 
here an old fire -· lock or two, but no other arms. + How- 
erer, there was a great quantity of proviſions, © par- 
ticularly ſalted ſparibs of pork, which were excellent; 
and from what our people ſaw here, they concluded, 
that the extraordinary appetite which they had found 
at this Iſland, was not confined to themſelves alone; 
for, it being about moon, the Indians had laid out a 
very plentiful repaſt, conſidering their numbers, and 
had their bread- fruit and cocoa- nuts prepared ready for 
eating, and in a manner which plainly evinced, that, 
with them too, a good meal was neither an uncommon 
nor 
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nor an uoheeded article. The Commodore having in 
vain endeavoured to diſcover the path By which the 
Indians had eſcaped, he and his officers contented them- 
ſelves with fitting down to the dinner, which was thy 
luckily fitted to their preſent: appetites ;/ after which, 
they returned back to their old ha bitation, diſplea ſed at 
miſſing the Indians, as they hoped to have engaged them 
in our ſervice, if they could have had any 2 — 


with them. But notwithſtanding what bur priſbners 
had aſſerted, we were afterwards aſſured. that theſe. Ju- 


dians were carried off td Guam long before we left the 
place. But to feturn to our hiſtofy ) 
On our coming to an-anchdr again after our ſecond 
driving off to fea; we laboured: indefatigably in getting 
in our water; and having, by the 24d of Ofober; com- 
pleated ic to fifty tun, which we ſuppoſed would be ſuf- 
ficient for-our paſſige to Macao, we, on the next day, 
fept one bbb el on ſhbre, to gather as large a 
quantity of oranges, lemons, eocoa nuis and other fruits 
of-the Iſlind, as they poſſibly could; for the uſe of them- 


ſelves and meſs- mates, when ar ſea. And, theſe pur- 


veyors returning on board us on the evening of the ſame 
day, we then ſet fre to the bark and proa,” hoiſted in 
our boats, and got under >fajl,' ſteering away for the 
Sauth-end of the Iſland of Formoſa, and taking our leaves, 
for the third and laſt time, of the Ifland of Tinian An 
Iſland. which, whether we conſider the excellence of 
its productions, the beauty of its appearance, the ele- 


gance of its wwods and lawns, the healthineſs'of its air, 


or the adventures it gave riſe to, may in all theſe views 
be truly ſtiled romantic. © vo . 


And | now, poſtponing for a ſhort time our run 10 


Formoſa, and thence io Canton, I ſhall interrupt the nar- 
ration with a deſcription of that range of Iſlands, uſual- 
ly called the Ladrones, or Marian iſlands, of which this 
of Finian is o. tun 1: 

Theſe Iſlands were diſcovered by Magellan in the year 
1521 3” and by the account given of the two he firſt fell 
in with, it ſhould ſeem that they were the Iſlands of Sy- 
par and Tinian; ſor they are deſcribed in his expedition 
as very beautiful Iflands, and as lying between 15 and 
16 degrees of North latitude. Theſe charaReriſtics 
are particularly applicable io the two above-mentioned 
places; 


12 = C 


A * 1 * 
* n 2 
* 


. P * 3 2 
þ 4 N 72 * . 
2 9 4 
9 * 1 9 wer 3» 
* * N 1 
: 


— 


ROUND THE WORLD. 3e 


paces ; for the pleaſing appearance of Jinian hath oc 
caſioned the Spaniards to give it the additional name of 


guenaſlio s; and Saypan, which is in the latitude of 159: 


24 North, affords no contemptible proſpedt when ſeen 
fond the fog! II ver ite A ee lden eie Tanger 
There are uſually reckoned twelve of thoſe Hands ʒ but 
it will appear, from the chart of the North poſt of the - 
cific Ocean hereafter inſerted, that if the ſmall iflets and 


rocks are counted in, then their wbole number will a- 


mount to above twenty. They were formerly moſt o 
them well inhabited; and, even not ſixty years agò, the 
three principal Iſſands, Ciuam, Nola, and Tiniam together, 
are ſaid to have contained above fifty thouſand people: 
But ſince that time; Tinian hath been entirely depopulated; 
and only two or three hundred Indians have heen left at 
Reta, to cultivate rice for the Mand of Guan; ſo that nom 
no more than Cuam can properly be ſaid to be inhabited. pF 
This Iſland of Guam is the only ſettlement of the Spaniards ; + 
here they keep @/governor and garriſon, and here the Mas | 
nila ſhip generally touches for refreſhment, in her paſſage 
from Acapules to the Philippines. It is eſteemed to be about 
thirty Teagues in circumference, and contains by the S. 
niſh account near four thouſand inhabitants, of which a 
thouſand ate ſaid to ſive in the city of San Ignatio de . 
gand, where the Governor generally reſides, and where 
the houſes are repreſented as conſiderabſe, being built 
with ſtone and timber, and coveied with tiles, a very un- 
common fabrie for theſe warm climates and ſavage coun- 
ries : Beſides this city, ' there are upon the Wand: thir- 
een or foutteen villages.” As this is a poſt of ſome con- 
ſequence; on account of the refreſhment it yields to the 
Manila ſhip,” there ate'two'cafttes on the ſea-ſhore;; one 
is the caſtle of St. Angelo, which lies near the road, where” 
the Manila ſhip uſually 'anchors, and is but an inſigniß- 
cant fortreſs, mounting only five guns eight pounders; 
the other is the caſtle of St. Leawis, which'is N. E. from 
St. Angelo, and fout leagues diſtant, and is intended to 
protect a road where a ſmall” veſſel anchors; which ar- 
tives bete every other year from Maniſa. This fort 
mounts the ſame number of guns as the former: And be- 


des theſe forts,” there is a battery of five pieces of can- 


non on an eminence near the ſea-ſhore- The 'Spani/h 
| troops 
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troops employed on this iſland conſiſt of three compani 
of foot, from forty to fiſty men each; and this is the 


principal ſtrength the Goyernor has to depend on; for 


cannot rely on any aſſiſtance from the Indian inhabi- 
wa being generally upon ill terms with them, and ſo 
apprehenſive of them; that he has debarred them the uſe 
of fire-arms or lances. © + F 
The reſt of theſe iſlands, though not inhabited, do yet 
abound with many kinds of refreſhment and proviſion; 
but there is no good harbour or road to be met with a- 
mongſt them all: Of that of Tinian we have treated 


largely alteady; nor is the road of Guam| much better; 


for it is not unuſual for the Manila ſhip, though ſhe pro- 


poſes to ſtay there but twenty-four hours, to be forced to 


ſea, and to leave her boat behind her. This is an / incon- 
venience ſo ſenſibly felt by the commerce at Manila, that 
it is always recommended to the Governor at Guam, to 
uſe his beſt endeavours for the diſcovery of. ſome ſafe 
ort in this part of the world. How induſtrious he may 
bo to comply with his inſtructions, I know not; but this is 
certain, that, notwithſtanding the many Iſlands already 
found out between the coaſt of Mexico and the Philippines, 
there is not yet known any one fafe port in that Whole 
tract; though in other parts of the world it is not un- 
common for very ſmall Iſlands to furniſh moſt excellent 
harbours. | | 


From what has been ſaid it appears, that the Spaniards, | 
on the Iſland of Guam, are extremely few, compared to the 
Indian inhabitants; and formerly the diſproportion was 


ſtil] greater, as may be eaſily conceived from what hath 


been ſaid, in another chapter, of the numbers heretofore 
on Tinian alone. Theſe Indians are a bold -well-limbed. 


people; and it ſhould ſeem from ſome of their practices, 
that they are no ways defective in underſtanding ; for their 
flying proas in particular, which have been for ages the 
only veſſels uſed by them, are ſo ſingular and extraordi- 


nary an invention, that it would do honour to any nation, 


however dexterous and acute. For if we conſider the ap- 
titude of this proa to the particular navigation of theſe 
Iſlands, which lying all of them nearly under the ſame 
meridian, and within the limits of the trade- wind, require 


the veſſels made uſe of in paſſing ſrom one to the other, — 
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be particularly fitted for failing with the wind upon the 


beam; or, if we examine the uncommon ſimplicity and 
ingenuity of its fabric and contrivance, or the extraordi- 
nary velocity with which it moves, we! ſhall, in each of 
theſe articles, find it worthy of ouradmiration, and meriting 
2 place amongſt the mechanical productions of the moſt 
civilized nations, where arts and ſciences have moſt emi- 
rently flouriſhed. As for former Navigators, though they 
have mentioned theſe veſſels, have yet treated of them im- 
perfectly; and, as I conceive, that, beſides their curioſity, 
way furniſh both the ſhipwright and ſeamen with no con- 
temptible obſervations, I ſhall here inſert a very exact de- 
ſcription of the built, rigging, and working of theſe veſſels, 
which I am. well able to do; ſor one of them, as I have 
mentioned, fell into our hands at our firſt arrival at Ti- 
nian, and Mr. Brett took it to pieces, on purpoſe to deli- 
neate its fabric and dimenſions with greater accuracy: 80 
that the following account may be relied on. | 
The name of flying proa, given to theſe veſſels, is owing. 
to the ſwiftneſs with which they fail. Of this the Spa- 
niards aſſert ſuch ſtories, as appear altogether incredible 
to thoſe who have never ſeen theſe veſſels move ; norare 
the Spaniards the only people who elate theſe extraor- 
dinary tales of their celerity, For thoſe who ſhall have 
the curioſity to enquire at the dock at Portſmouth, about 
a trial made there ſome years ſince, with a very imperfeQ-- 
one built at that place, will meet with accounts not leſs 
wonderful than any the Spaniards have given. However, 
from ſome rude eſtimations made by our people, of the 
velocity with which they croſſed the horizon at a diſtance, 
whilſt we lay at Tinian, I cannot help believing, that with 
a briſk trade - Wind they will run near twenty miles an 
hour: Which, though greatly ſhort of what the Spaniards 
report of them, is yet a prodigious degree of ſwiſtneſs. . 
But let us give a diſtin idea of its figure. | 
The conſtruQtion of this proa is a direct contradiction 
to the praRice of the reſt of mankind. For as the reſt of 
the world make the head of their veſſels different from the . 
ſtern, but the two ſides alike ; the proa, on the contrary, - 
has her head and ſtern exactly alike, but her two ſides 
very different; the ſide, intended to be always the lee- 
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in the manner of other veſſels: And, to prevent her 
overſetting, which, from her fmall breadth, and the 
ſtraight run of her leeward-ſide, would, without this pre. 
caution, infallibly happen, there is a frame laid out from 
her to windward, to the end of which is faſtened a log, 
faſhioned into the ſhape of a ſmall boat, and made 
low: The weight of the frame is intended to balance 
the proa, and the ſmall boat is by its buoancy (as it is 
always in the water) to prevent her overſetting to wind- 
EF ward; and this frame is uſually called an outtigger. The 
| body of theproa (at leaſt of that we took) is e 
eee eee 
for there is no iron uſed about her : is about two 
inches thick at the bottom, Which at the gunwale is re- 
F duced to leſs than one. The dimenſions of each part 
(e will be better known from the uprights and views con- 
| tained in the thirty-eighth plate, which were drawn from 
an exact menſuration; theſe I ſhall endeavour to explain 


> as minutely and diſtindly as tan, 
4 Fig. 1. Repreſents the proa with her fail ſet; as ſhe 
appears when viewed from the keward. 
Fig. 2. Is a view of her from the head, with the out- 
rigger to the windward. _ „e I La AG te 
Fig. 3 Is the plan of the whole; where (AB) is the 
lee-fide of the proa; (C D) the windward-fide ; (E F GH) 
the outrigget or frame laid out to windward ; (K L) the 
boat at the end of it; (MNP O) wwo braces from the 
head and ſtern to — the frame z (RS) à thin plank 
placed to windward, to prevem the proa from ſhipping 
of water, and for a feat to the Indian who bales, > i 
. ſometimes goods are carried upon it; (I) is the part of 
the middle outrigger, on which the maſt-js fixed?” The 
maſt itſelf is ſupported (Fig. 2) by the ſhore (CD); and 
by the ſhrowd (EF), and by two ſtays, one of Which 
may be ſeen, in Fig. 1, marked (C P), the other is hid 
by the fail: The fail (EFG), in Fig. 1, is made of 
matting, and the maſt, yard, boom, and outriggers, are 
all made of bamboo: The heel of the yard is always 
lodged in one of the ſockets (T') or (V), Fig. 3, accord- 
ing to the tack the proa goes on; and when ſhe alters her 
tack, they bear away a ſitile to bring her ſtern up to the 
wind, then by eaſing the halyard, and raiſing the you ; 
N an 
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and carrying the heel of it along the lee-ſide of the proa, 
they fix it in the oppoſite. ſocket; whilſt the boom at the 
ſame time, by letting fly the ſheet, (M), and haling the 
ſheet (N), Fig. 1, ſhifts into a contrary ſnuation to what 
t had before, and that which was the ſtern of the proa, 
now becomes the head, and ſhe is trimmed on the other 
tack. When it is neceſſary to reef ar ſuil the ſail, this is 
done by rolling it round the boom. The proa generally 
carries 2 Indians; 1wo of which are placed in 
the head and ſtern, who ſteer, the veſſe] alternately with 
2 paddle according to the tack the goes on, he in the ſtern 
being the ſteerſman; the other Indians are employed ei- 
ther in baling oui the water which the accidentally ſhips, 
or in ſetting-and rimming the ail. From the deicription 
of theſe veſſels it is duffictently obvious, how dexterouſſy 
they are fitted for ranging this collection of Iflands call- 
ed the Ladrones : For as the ſe lands lie 7 N. and 8. 
of each other and are all within the limits of the trade 
wind, the proas, by ſailing moſt excellently on à wind, 
and with either end foremoſt, can run from one of theſe 
lands to the other and back again, only by ſhifting the 
ſail, without ever putting about; and by the flatneſs of 
their lee ſide, and their ſmall breadth, they are capable of 
lying much nearer the wind than any other veſſel hitherto 
known, and thereby have an advantage, which no veſ- 
ſels that go large can ever pretend to: The advantage F. 
mean is that of running with a velocity, nearly ag great, 
and perhaps ſometimes greater than that with which the 
wind blows. This, however paradoxical it may appear, 
is evident enough in ſimilar inſtances on ſhore : For it is 
well known, that the fails of a windmill often move faſter 
than the wind; and one great ſuperiority of common wind- 
mills over all others, that ever were, or ever will be con- 
trived to move with an horizontal motion, is analogous. 
io the caſe we have mentioned of a veſſel opqn a wind 
ard before the wind: For the fails of an horizontal wind- 
null, the faſter they move, the more they detiaQ from the 
unpulſe of the wind upon them; whereas the common 
windmills, by moving: perpendicular to the torrent of 
ar, are nearly as forcibly acted on by the wind, when 
they are in motion, as When they are at reſt. = : 1 
iis , us 
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Thus much may ſuffice as to the deſcription and nature 
pf theſe ſingular embaikations. I mutt add, that veſſel; 

aring ſome obſcure reſemblance to theſe, are to be met 
in various parts of the Eaft- Indies; but none of them, that 

can learn, to be compared with thoſe of the Ladrones 
either in their conſtruRtion or celerity; which ſhould in. 
duce one to believe, that this was originally the inven. 
tion of ſome genius of theſe Iſlands, and was afterwargs 
imperſectly copied by the neighbouring nations: For 
though the Ladrones have no immediate intercourſe with 
any other People; yet there lie to the S. and 8. W. of 
them a great number of Iſlinds, which are ſuppoſed to 
extend to the coaſt of New Guinea. Tbeſe Iſlands are ſo 
near the Ledrones, that canoes from them have ſometimes, 
by diſtreſs, been driven to Guam ; and the Spaniards did 


Jeſuits amongſt them, who were afterwards murthered: 
And the inhabitants of the Ladrones, with their proas, 
may, by like accident, have been driven amongſt theſe 
Iſlands. Indeed I ſhould conceive that the ſame range of 
Iſlands extends to the S. E. as well as to the S. W. and that 
to a prodigious diftance : For Schouten, who traverſed the 
South part of the Pacific Ocean in the year 1615, met 
with a large double canoe-full of people, at above a 
thouſand leagues diſtance from the Ladrones towards the 
8. E. If this double canoe was any diſtant imitation of 
the flyjng proa, which is no very improbable conjeQtuie, 
this can only be accounted for, by ſuppoſing that "© 
is a range of Iſlands, near enough to each other toe 
capable of an accidental communication, which is ex- 
tended from the Ladrones thither. And indeed all thoſe 
who have crofſ:d from America to the Eaſt- Indies in a 
ſouthern latitude, have never failed of meeting with ſe- 
veral very ſmall Iſlands fcattered over that immenſe ocean. 

And as te ere may be hence ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
that the Ladrones are only part of an extenſive chain 
of Iſlands, ſpreading themſelves to the ſouthward, to- 
wards the unknown boundaries of the Pacific Ocean: 
So that in this light the Ladrones-will be only one {mall 
portion of a range of Iſlands, reaching from Japan, 


perbaps to. the unknown ſouthern Continent. het 
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this ſhort account of theſe places, I ſhall now return to 
the proſecution of our voyage. 


CAT. VI. From Tinian to Macao, 


HAVE already mentioned, that, on the 21ſt of Or- 
tober, in the evening we took our leave of the Iſland 
of Tinian, ſteering the proper courſe for Macao in China. 
The eaſtern monſoon was now, we reckoned, fairly ſet- 
led; and we had a conſtant gale blowing right upon 
our ſtern : So that we generally run from forty to fifty 
leagues a day. But we had a large hollow ſea pui ſuing 
us, which occaſioned the ſhip to labour much; whence 
we received great damage in our rigging, which was 
grown very rotten, and our lake was augmented : But 
happily for us our people were now in full health; fo 
that there were no complaints of fatigue, but all went 
through their attendance on the pumps, and every other 
duty of the ſhip, with eaſe and cheerfulneſs. 

Having now. no other but our ſheet anchor left, ex- 
cept our prize-anchors, which were ſtowed in the hold, 
and were too light to be depended on, we were under 
great concern how we ſhould manage on the coaſt of 
China, where we were all entire ſtrangers, and where we 
ſhould doubtleſs be frequently under the neceſſity of 
coming to an anchor. Our ſheet-anchor being obviouſ] 
much too heavy for a coaſting anchor, it was at lengt 
reſolved to fix two of our largeſt prize-anchors into one 


- ſtock, and to place between their thanks two guns, four 
pounders, which was accordingly executed, and it was 
to ſerve as a beſt bower: And a third prize-anchor be- 


ing in like manner joined with our ſtream anchor, with 
guns between them, we thereby made a ſmall bower ; 
lo that beſides our ſheer-anchor, we had again two 
others at our bows, one of which weighed 3900, and 
the other 2900 pounds, | 

The zd of November, about three in the afternoon, 
we ſaw an Iſland, which at firſt we imagined to be the 
Iſland of Botel Tobago Aima But on our nearer approach 
we found it to be much ſmaller than that is uſually re- 
preſented ; and about an hour after we ſaw another 
Iſland, five or fix miles farther to the weſtward. As no 
Chart nor any journal we had ſeen, took notice of oy 
other 
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other Iſland to the eaſtward of Formoſa, than Botel Ty. 
bago Aima, and as we had no obſervaiion of our latitude 
at noon, we were in ſome perplexity, being apprehen- 
ſive that an extraordinary current had driven us into the 
neighbourhood of the Baſbee Iflands ; and itherefore, 
when night came on, we brought to, and continued in 
this poſture till the next morning, which proving dark 
and cloudy, for ſome time prolonged our uncertainty ; 
but it cleared up about nine o'clock, when we again 
diſcerned the two Hlands above mentioned: we then 
preft forwards to the weſtward, and by eleven got a ſight 
of the ſouthern part of the Iſland of Formoſa. 'T his ſaliſ. 
fied us that the ſecond ifland we ſaw was Botel Tobago Ii. 
ma, and the firſt a ſmall Iſland or rock, lying five or fix 
miles due Eaſt from it, which, not being mentioned by any 
of our books or charts, was the occaſion of our fears. 
When we got fight of the Iſland of Formoſa, we ſteer- 
ed W. by S. in order to double its extremity, and kept a 
good look out for the rocks of Vele Rete, which we did 
not ſee till two in the atiernoon. They then bore from 
us W. N W. three miles diſtant, the South end of Fore 
moſa at the ſame time bearing N. by W. 4 W. about 


five leagues diſtant. To give theſe rocks a good birth, 


we immediately haled up 5. by W. and fo leit them be- 
tween us and the land ladeed we had rea ſon to be 
careful of them; for though they appeared as high out 
of the water, as a ſhip's hull, yet they are environed 
with breakers on all fides, and there is a ſhoal ftretching 
from them at leaſt a mile and an half to the ſouthward, 
whence-they may be truly called dangerous. The courſe 
from Botel Tobago Aima to theſe rocks, is S. W. by W. 
and the diſtance about twelve or thirteen leagues : And 
the ſouth end of Formoſa, of which they 9 is in the 
latitude of 219: 5o' North, and 23* ; 50! Welt longi- 
tude from Tinian, according to our moſt approved reck- 
onings, though by fome of our accounts above a degree 

more, | | 
While we were paſſing by theſe rocks of Yele Rete, 
there was an outcry ef fire on the forecaltle ; this occa- 
honed a general alarm, and the whole crew inſtantly 
flocked together in the utmoſt confuſion, fo that the o- 
ficers found it difficult for ſome tjme to appeaſe the up- 
| roar ; 
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'02r: But having at laſt reduced the people to order, 
ir was perceived that the fire proceeded. from the fur- 
nace ;. and pulling down the brick-work, it was extin- 
guihed with great facility, for it had taken its riſe from 
the bricks, which being over heated, had begun to 
communicate the fire to the adjacent wood-work. In 
the evening we were ſurpiized with a view of what we * 
at firſt fight: conceived to have been breakers, but on a 
ſhifter examination, we, found them to be only a great 
number of fires on the Iſland of Formoſa. Theſe, we ima- 
rined, were intended by the inhabitants of that Iſland 
as ſignals for us to tuuch there, but that ſuited not our 
views, we being impatient to reach the port of Macas 
2s ſoon as poſſible. From Formoſa we ſteered. W. N. 
W. and ſometimes ſtill mote northeily, propoſing: to- 
fall in with the coaſt of China to the eaſt ward of H- 
dro Blanco; for the rock ſo called is uſually efleem-- 
ed an excellent direction for ſhips bound to Macao. 
We continued this courſe till the following night, and 
then frequently brought too, to try if we were in ſound- 
ings: But it was the 5th of November, at nine in the 
morning, before we ſtruck ground, and then we had 
ſorty-two fathom, and. a: battom of grey ſand mixed 
with ſhells, When we had got about twenty miles far- 
ther W. N. W. we bad thirty-five fathom; and the 
ſame bottoin, from, whence our founding. gradually de- 
cieaſed from thirty-five to twenty-five. fathom; but 
loon after, to our very, great: ſurprize, they jumped back 
again to thirty fathom: This was an alteration we 
could not very well account: for, fince all the charts 
laid down regular ſoundings every where to the north- 
ward of Pedro: Blanco; and for this reaſon we kept a very 
careful look out, and altered our courſe to N. N. W. 
and having run thirty-five miles in this direction, our 
ſoundings again gradually diminiſhed to twenty-two 
fathom, and. we at laſt, about mid-night, got ſight of 
the main land of China, beating. N. by W. four leagues 
diſtant: We then brought the | tha + with her head 
to the ſea, propoſing to wait for. the morning; and be- 
fore ſua-riſe we were ſurpriſed to find ourſelves in the 
midſt of an incredible number of fiſhing-boats, which 
ſeemed to cover the ſurface of the ſea as far as the = 
could 
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could reach. I may well ſtile their number incredible, 
ſince I cannot believe, upon the loweſt eſtimate, that 
there were ſo few as ſix thouſand, moſt of them man- 
ned. with five hands, and none of thoſe we ſaw with 
leſs than three. Nor was this ſwarm of fiſhing veſſel; 
peculiar to this ſpot; for as we ran on to the weſt. 
ward, we found them as abundant on every part of 
the coaſt. We at firſt doubted not but that we ſhould 
procure a Pilot from them to carry us to Macao ; but 
though many of them came cloſe to the ſhip, and we 
endeavoured to tempt them by ſhewing them a number 
of dollars, a moſt alluring bait for Chineſe of all ranks 
and profeſſions, yet we could not entice them on board 
us, nor procure any directions from them; though, [ 
reſume, the only difficulty was their not comprehend- 
ing what we wanted them to do, for we could have no 
communication with them but by figns : Indeed we of- 
ten pronounced the word Macao; but this we had 
reaſon to ſuppoſe they underſtood in a different ſenſe ; 
for in return they ſometimes held up fiſh to us, and we 
afterwards learnt, that the Chineſe name for fiſh is of 
ſomewhat ſimilar ſound. But what ſurprized us moſt, 
was the inattention and want of curiofity, which we 
obſerved in this herd of fiſhermen: A ſhip like oars 
had doubtleſs never been in thoſe ſeas before ; per- 
haps, there might not be one amongſt all the Chineſe 
employed in this fiſhery, who had ever ſeen any Euro- 
pean veſſel ; ſo that we might reaſonably have expected 
to have been conſidered by them as a very uncommon 
and extraordinary object; but though many of their 
veſſels came cloſe to the ſhip, yet they did not appear 
to be at all intereſted about us, nor did they deviate 
in the leaſt from their courſe to regard us; which in- 
ſenſibility, eſpecially in maritime perſons, about a mat- 
ter in their own profeſſion, is ſcarcely to be credited, 
did not the general behaviour of the Chineſe, in other 
inftances, furniſh us with continual proofs of a ſimi- 
lar turn of mind: It may perhaps be doubted, whether 
this caſt of temper be the effect of nature or education; 
but, in either caſe, it is an inconteſtable ſymptom of a 
mean and contemptible diſpoſition, and is alone a ſuffi- 
cient conſutation of the extravagant panegyrics, which 
many 
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many hypothetical writers. have beſtowed on the inge- 
nuity and capacity of this Nation. | But to return : . 

Not being able to procure any information from the 
Chineſe bihermen about our proper coutſe to Maca, it 
was neceſſary for us to rely _—_y on our own judg- 
ment; and concluding from our latitude, which was 
21 42 North, and from our ſoundings, which were 
only ſeventeen or eighteen fathom, that we were yet 
to the eaſtward of Pedro Blanco, we ſtood to the weſt- 
ward: And for the affitance of ſuture Navigators, who 
may hereafter doubt about the parts of the coaſt they 
are upon, I muſt obſerve, that beſides the latitude of 
Prdro Blanco, which is 22 187 and the depth of wa- 
ter, which to the weſtward of that rock, is almoſt every 
where twenty fathoms, there is another circumſtance 
which will give great aſſiſtance in judging, of the poſi- 
tion of the ſhip: This is the kind of ground; for, 
ill we came within thirty miles of Pedro Blanco, we 
had conſtantly a ſandy bottom; but there the bottom 
changed to ſoft and muddy, and continued ſo quite to 
the INand of Macao; only while we were in fight of 
Pedro Blanco, and very near it, we had for a ſhort ſpace 
a bottom: of greeniſh mud, intermixed with ſand. _ 

t was on the 5th of Nowember, at midnight, when 
we firſt made the coaſt, of China; and the next day a- 
bout two o'clock, as we were ſtancing to the weſtward. 
within two leagues of the coaſt, and ſtil] fuſ/rouned 
by fiſhing veſſels in as great numbers as at firſt, we 
perceived that a boat a-head of us waved a red flag, and 
blew a horn: This we conſidered as a ſignal made 
to us either to warn us of ſome ſhoal, or to inform us 
that they would ſupply us with a pilot, and in this be- 
lief we immediately ſent our Cutter to the boat, to 
know their intention; but we were ſoon made ſenſible 
of our miſtake, and found that this boat was the Com- 
modore of the whole fiſhery, and that the fignal ſhe 
bad made, was to order them all to leave off fiſhing, 
and to return in ſhore, which we faw them inſtantly 
obey. On this diſappointment we kept on our courle, 
and ſoon after paſſed by two very {mall rocks, which 
lay four or five miles diſtant from the ſhore ; but night 
came on before we got ſight of Pedro Blanco, and we 
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therefore brought to till the morning, when we had the 
ſatisfaction to diſcover it. It is a rock of a ſmall x 


cuinference; but of a moderate height, and, both in 


ſhape and colour, reſembles a ſugar-loaf, and is about 
ſeven or eight miles'from the ſhore. We paſſed with. 
in a mile and an half of it, and left it between us and 
the land, ſtill' keeping on the weſtward ; and the next 
day, being the 7th, we were a-breaſt of a chain of 
Iſlands, which ſtretched from Eaſt to Weſt: Theſe; as 
we afterwards found, were called the Iſlands of Lemi ; 
they are rocky and barren, and are in all, ſmall ah4 
great, ' fifteen or ſixteen; and there are beſides à great 
number of other Iſlands between them and the main 
land of China. Theſe Iſlands we left on the ſtarboard: 


ſide, paſſing within four miles of them, where we had 


twenty-four fathom water. We were ſtill ſurrounded 
by fiſhing-boats ; and we once more ſent' the Cutter on 
board one of them, to endeavour to procure a Pilot, 
but could not prevail; however one of the Chineſe di- 
reed us by ſigns to fail round the weſtermoſt of tlie 


Iſlands or rocks of Lema; and then to hale up. We ſol- 


lowed this direction, and in the evening came to ail 
anchor in eighteen fathom ;' at which time the weſter⸗ 
moſt Iſland of Lema bore 8. S. E. five miles diſtant, and 
the grand Ladrone about two leagues diſtant. The forther 
is a moſt excellent direQion for ſhips coming from the 


eaſtward : Its latitude is 21® , 52*North, and it beats from 


Pedro Blanco 8 64 W. diſtant 21 leagues. Vou are to 
leave it on the ſtarboard- ſide, and you may come within 


half a mile of it in eighteen fathotn water: And then 


you muſt ſteer N. by W. 2 W. for the channel, between 
the Iſlands of Cabouce and Bumboo, which are to the 
northward of the grand Ladrone. | | 

After having continued at anchor all night, we, on the 
9th, at four in the morning, ſent our Cutter to ſound the 
channel, where we propoſed to paſs; but before the re- 
turn ae, a Chineſe Pilot put on board us, and 


told us, in broken Portugueſe, he would carry us to Maca 
for thirty dollars: Theſe were immediately paid him, and 
we then weighed and made fail : and ſoon after, ſeveral | 
other Pilots came on board us, who, to recommend them- 
ſelves, produced certificates from the Captains of ſeveral 
ſhips they had piloted in, but we continued the ſhip 5 

er 
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der the management of the Chineſe who came firſt on honed, 

By this time we learnt, that we were not far diſtant om. 

Macao, and that there were in the tiver of Canton, at the 
mouth of which Macao lies, eleven European ſhips, of 
which four were Engliſb. Our Pilot carried us between, 

the Iſlands of Bamboo and Cabouce, but the winds bapg- 
ing in the northern board, and the tides often ſetting 
ſtrongly againſt us, we were obliged to come frequently 
to an anchor, ſo that we did 3 through between the 
two Iſlands till the 1 ath of Nowember, at two in the morn- 
ing. In paſſing through, our depth of water was from. 
twelve to fourteen fathom; and as we ſtill ſteered on 


N. W. 4 W. between a number of other Iſlands, our. 


ſoundings underwent little or no variation till to- 
wards the evening, when they encreaſed to ſe yenięęn ſa- 
hom; in which depth (the wind dying away) we an- 
chored not far from the Iſland of Lantben, which 4:93 
largeſt of all this range of Iſlands. At ſeven in the morn-, 
ing we weighed again, and ſteering W. S. W. and S. 
. by W. we at ten o'clock happily anchored in Magas 
road, in five fathom water, the city of. Mocas bearing 
W. by N. three leagues diſtant ; the peak of Lantoon 7 
by N. and the grand Ladrone 8. by E. each of them a- 
bout five leagues diſtant. Thus, after a fatiguing cui 
of above two years continuance, we once more arrived, 
in an amicable port, in a civilized country; where the 
conyeniencies of liſe were in great plenty ; where;the 
naval ſtores, which we now extremely wanted, ould 
be in ſome degree procured z where we expeQed the in. 
expreſſible ſatisfaction of receiving letters from our re- 
lations and friends ; and where our countrymen, Who 
were lately arrived from England, would be capable of 
inſwering the numerous enquiries we were OT 10 
make, both about public and private occurrences, and 
to relate to us many particulars, which, whether, of im- 
portance or not, would be liſtened to by us with the 
utmoſt attention, after the long ſuſpenſion of our , cor- 
reſpondence with our wy | to which, the nature. o N 
our undertaking had hitherto ſubjetee us Ve 
Cu Ar. VII. Proceedings at Macao. Na 
HE city of Macao, in the road of which we 


came to an anchor on the 12th of 'Ndwember, is 
| BP I, | a Portugueſe . 
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a Portugueſe ſettlement, ſituated in an Iſland at the 
mouth of the river Canton. It was formerly a ver 
rich and populous city, and capable of defending jt. 
ſelf againſt the power of the adjacent- Chineſe Gover- 
nors : But at preſent it is much fallen from its antient 
ſplendor ; for though it is inhabited by Portugueſe, and 
hath'a Governor nominated by the King of Portugal, 
yet it ſubſiſts merely by the ſufferance ot the 'Chineſe, 
who can ſtarve. the place, and diſpoſſeſs the Portugueſe 
waenever they pleale : This obliges the Governor of 
Macao to behave with great circumſpection, and care- 
fully to avoid every circumſtance that may give offence 
to the Chineſe. The river of Canton, at the mouth of 


. which this city lies, is the only Chineſe port, frequented 


by European ſhips ; and this river is indeed a more com- 
modious harbour, on many accounts, than Macao : But 
the peculiar cuſtoms of the Chineſe, only adapted to 
the entertainment of trading ſhips, and the apprehen- 
ſions of the Commodore, left he ſhould embroil the Eaft- 


India Company with the Regency of Canton, if he ſhould 


inſiſt on being treated upon a different footing than the 
Merchantmen, made him relolve to go firſt ro Maca, be- 
fore he ventured into the port of Canton. Tndged, had 
not this reaſon prevailed with him, he himſelf had no- 
thing to fear : For it is certain that he might have en- 
tered the port of Canton, and might have continued there 
as long as he pleaſed, and afterwards have left it again, 
although the whole power of the Chineſe Empire had 
been brought together to oppole them. 

Ihe Commodore, not to depart fiom his uſual pru- 
dence, no ſooder came to an anchor in Macao road, than 
he diſpuched an officer with his compliments to the Por- 
tugueſe Governor of Macao, requeſting bis Excellency, 
by the ſame officer, to adviſe him in what manner u 


:w2uld be proper to act, to avoid offending the Chineſe, 


hich, as there were then four of our ſhips in thyr pow- 
er at Canton, was a matter worthy of attention. The dit 
ficulty, which the Commodore principally apprehended, 
related to the duty uiually paid by all ſhips in the river of 
Canton, according to their tunaage. For as men of War 
are exempted in every foreign harbour from all manner 
of poit charges, the Commodore thought it would be 
| | SEM derogatory 
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derogatory to- the honour of his country, to ſubmit to 
this duty in China + And therefore he deſired the advice 
of the Governor of Macao, who, being an European, could 
ot be ignorant of the privileges claimed by a Briſiſb 
nan of war, and conſequently might be expected to give 
vs the beſt lights for avoiding this perpiexity. Our boat 
returned in the evening with two officers ſent by the 


Governor, who informed the Commodore, that it vas 
the Governor's opinion, that if the Centurion ventured ' 


Into the river of Canton, the duty would certainly be 
demanded ; and therefore, if the Commodore approved 
of it, he would: ſend him a Pilot, who ſhould conduct 
vs into another ſafe harbour called the Typa, which was 
every way commodious for careening the ſhip, (an ope- 


ration we were reſolved to begin upon as ſoon as poſſi- 


ble) and where the above-mentioned duty would, in all 
probability, be never aſked for. | * 
This propoſal the Commodore agreed to, and in the 


morning we weighed anchor, and, under the direction of 


the Portugueſe Pilot, ſteered for the intended harbour. As 
ve entered between two Iſlands, which form the eaſtern 
paſſage to it, we found our ſoundings decreaſed to three 
ſuhom and an half: But the Pilot aſſuring us that this 
vas the leaſt depth we ſhould meet with, we continued 
our courſe, till at length the ſhip fluck faſt in the mud, 


with only eighteen foot water abaft; and, the tide of 


tb making, the water ſewed to ſixteen feet, but the ſhip 


nained perlectly upright ; we then ſounded all, round 


us, and finding the water deepened to the northward, we 
carried out our ſmall bower with two hawſers an end, 
and at the return of the tide flood, hove the ſhip a- 
float; and a ſmall breeze ſpringing up at the ſame in- 
lant, we ſet the fore-top-ſail, and ſlipping the hawſer, 
an into the harbour, where we moored in about five fa- 
thom water. This harbour of the Typa is formed by a 
bumber of Iflands, and is about fix miles diſtant from 
Macao. Here we ſaluted the caſtle of Mucas with eleven 

guns, which were returned by an equal number. 
The next day. the Commodore paid a viſit in perſon 
to the Governor, and was ſaluted at his landing by eleven 
guns; which were returned by the Centurion. Mr. Anſen's 
buſineſs, in this viſit, was to ſolicu the Governor to grant 
j | J 2 . 
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us a ſupply of proviſions, and to furniſh us with ſuch 
ſtores as were neceſſary to refit the ſhip. The Governor 
ſeemed really inclined to do us all the ſervice he could, 
and aſſured the Commodore, in a friendly.manner, that he 
would privately give us all the aſſiſtance in his power; but 
he, at the ſame time, frankly owned, that he dared not 
openly furniſh us with any thing we demanded, unleſs we 
firſt procured an order for it from the Viceroy of Canin; 
for that he neither received proviſions for his garriſon, nor 
any other neceſſaries, but by permiffion from the Chinz/+ 


Government; and as they took care only to ſurniſſi bin 
from day to day, he was indeed no other than their yaſ- 


ſal, whom they could at all times compel ro ſubmit to their 
own terms, only by laying an embargo on his proviſions, 

On this declaration of the Governor, Mr. An ſon reſolved 
himſelt to go to Canton, toprocurea licence from the Vice- 
roy; and he accordingly hired a Chineſe boat for himſelf and 
his attendants ; but juft as he was ready to embark, the 
Hop po, or Chineſe Cuſtom-houſe officer at Macao, refyſed 
to grant a permit to the boat, and ordered the watermen 
not to proceed, at their peril, The Commodore at fit 


endeavoured to prevail with the Hoppe to withdraw his 
injunction, and to grant a permit; and the Governor of 
Macao employed his intereſt with the Hoppo to the fame 


purpoſe. Mr. Anſon, finding the officer inflexible, told 
him, the next day, that if he longer refuſed to grant. the 
permit, he would man and arm his own boats, to carry 
him thither ; aſking the Hoppo, at the fame time, Who 
he imagined would dare to oppoſe him? This threat in- 


mediately brought about what his intreaties had laboured 
for in vain: The permit was granted, and Mr. Anſon 
went to Canton. On his arrival there, he conſulted with 


the Supercargees and Officers of the Engliſh Thips, how 
to procure an order from the Viceroy fot the neceſſaties 
he wanted : But in this he had reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
the advice they gave him, though doubtleſs well intend- 
ed, was yet not the moſt prudent : For as it is the cuſ- 
tom with theſe Gentlemen, never to apply to the fi- 
preme Magiſtrate himſelf, whatever difficulties they la- 
chan under, but to tranſact all nratters - relating” to the 
Government, by the mediation of the principal Chineſe 
Merchants, Mr. Anfon was adviſed to follow the * 
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method upon this occaſion, the Engliſh promiſing (in 
which they were doubtleſs fincere) to exert all their in- 
tereſt to engage the Merchants in his favour. And when 
the Chineſe Merchants were applied to, they readily un- 
dertook the management of it, and promiſed to anſwer 
for its ſucceſs; but after near a month's delay, and rei- 
terated excuſes, during which interval they pretended to 
be often upon the point of n the buſineſs, they 
at laſt (being preſſed. and meaſures being taken for deli- 

vering a letter to the VicerF) threw off the maſk, and de- 
clared they neither had applied to the Viceroy, nor could 
they; for he was too great a man, they ſaid, for them to 
approach on any occaſion: And, not contented with hav- 
ing themſelves. thus groſly deceived the Commodore, 
they now uſedall their perſuaſion with the Engliſb at Can- 
on, to prevent them from intermeddling with any thing 
that regarded him, repreſenting to them, that it would 
in all probability embroil them with the Government, 
and occaſion them a great deal of unneceſſary trouble; 
which gioundleſs inſi auations had indeed but too much 
weight with thoſe they were applied to. | ; 

It may be difficult to aſſign a reaſon for this perfidious 

conduct of the Chineſe Merchants: Intereſt indeed is 

known to exert a boundleſs influence over the inhabi- 
tants of that Empire; but how their intereſt could be 

affected in the preſent caſe, is not eaſy to diſcover z un» 

leſs they apprehended that the preſence of a ſhip of force; 


might camp theic Manila trade, and therefore acted j 
this mannel with a view of forcing the Commodore tio 


Batawia But it might be as natural in this Tight to ſup- 
Poſe, that they would have been eager to have got him 
diſpatched. I therefore rather impute their behaviour 
to the urparalleled puſillanimity of the Nation, and uo 
the awe they are under of the Government: For as ſuch 
a ſhip as the Centurion, fitted for war only, had never 
been ſeen in thoſe parts before, ſhe was the horror of 
theſe daſtards, and the Merchants were in ſome degree 
terrified even with the idea of her, ard cauld nat think 
of applying to the Viceroy (who is doubile ſs fond. of all 
opportunities of fl.ecing them) without repreſenting to- 
themſelves the.ptetences which a hungry and tyrannical 
Magiltrate mi i poibly find, for cenſuring their inter- 
We; | - meddling 
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. cerned. However, be this as it may, the Commicdote 
vas ſatisfied that nothing was to be done by the inteſpo- 


which were now ready to ſail ; and theſe were o ſtop at 
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meddling in ſo unuſual a tranſaction, in which he might 
pretend the intereſt of the ſtate was immediately con- 


fition of the Merchants, as it was on his preſſing them 
to deliver a letter to the Viceroy, that they had declat- 
ed they durſt not intermeddle, and' had conteſſed; that 
notwithſtanding all their pretences of ſerving him, they 
had not yet taken one ſtep towards it. Mr. Anſon there- 
fore told them; that he wo proceed to Batavia, and 
refit his ſhip there; but informed them, at the fame 
time, that this was impoſſible to be done, unleſs he was 
ſupplied with a ſtock of proviſions ſufficient for his paſ- 
ſage. The Merchants, on this, undertook to procure 
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| him proviſions, but aſſured him, that it was what" they 
durſt not engage in openly, but propoſed to manage it in 


a clandeſtine manner, by putting a quantity of bread, 
flower and other proviſion on board the Engliſh ſhips, 


the mouth of the Tyfa, where the Centurion's boats were 
to receive it. This article, which the Merchants 1 
ſented as a matter of great favour, ' heing ſettled; the 
Commodore, on the 16th of December, returned from 
Canten to the ſhip, ſeemingly reſolved to proceed to 
tavia to refit, as foon as he ſhould get his ſupplies of 
proviſion on board, . nn 
But Mr. Anſon (who never intended going to Batavia) 
found, on his return to the Centurion, that her main-maſt 
was ſprung in two places, and that the leak was conſi- 
derably increaſed ; ſo that, upon the whole, he was ful. 
ly ſatisfied, that though he ſhould lay in a ſufficient ſtork 
of proviſions, yet it would be impoſſible for him to put 
to ſea without refitting: For, if he left the port with his 
ſhip in her preſent condition, ſhe would be in the utmoll 
danger of foundering : and ee 
the difficulties he had met with, he had reſolved at all 
events to have her hove down, before he left Macas. 
He was fully convinced, by what he bad obſerved at 
Canton, that his great caution not to injure the Faſt In. 
dia Company's ahne and the regard he had ſhown'to 


the advice of their officers, had occaſioned all his e- 
barrafiments, For he now ſaw clearly, that if he _ at 
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fit carried his ſhip into the river of Canton, and had 
immediately applied himſelf to the Mandar ines, who are 
the chiel officers of State, inſtead of employing the 
Merchants to apply for him; be would, in all probabi- 
licy, have had all his requeſts granted, and would have 
been ſcon diſpatched. He had already Joſt a month, by 
the wrong meaſures he had been put upon, but he re- 
ſolved to loſe as little more time as poſſible; and there-. -- 
fore, the 17th of December, being the next day after bis 
return from Canton, he wrote a 105 to the Viceroy of 
that place, acquainting him, that he was Commander in 
chief of a ſquadron of his Briſannic Mlijeſty's ſhips of 
war, which had been cruifing for two years paſt in the 
South=Seas againſt the Spaniards, who were at war with 
the King bis Maſter ; that, in his way back to Eng- 
land, he had put into the port of Macao, having a con- 
fderable leak in his ſhip, and being in great want of 
proviſions, ſo that it was impoſſible for bim to proceed 
on his voyage, till his ſhip was repaired, and.he was 
ſupplied with the neceſſaries he wanted ; that he had been 
at Canton, in hopes of being admitted to a perſonal au- 
dience of his Excellency ; but being a ſtranger to the 
cuſtoms of the country, he had not been able to inform _ 
himſelf what ſteps were neceſſary to be taken to procure - 
ſuch an audience, and therefore was obliged to apply ro 
him in this manner, to defire bis Excellency to give gr- 
ders, for his being permitted to employ Cezrpenters and 
proper workmen to refit bis ſhip, and io furniſh himſelf 
with proviſions and ſtores, thereby to enable him to pur- 
ſue his voyage to Great- Britain with this mantoon, hop- 
ing, at the ſame time, that theſe orders would be iſſued 
with as Title delay as poſſible, left it might occaſion his 
lois of the ſeaſon, and he might be prevented from de- 
parting till the next winter, err mers At is 
This letter was tranſlated into the Chineſe language, 
and the Commodore delivered it himſelf to the Hoppo 
or chief officer of the Emperor's cuſtouis at Macao, de- 
firing him te forward it to the Viceroy of Canton, with 
as much expedition as he could, The officer at firſt 
ſeemed unwilliag to take charge of it, and raifed many 
difficulties about it, ſo that Mr. Anſen ſuſpedted him of 


being in league with the Merchants of Canton, who 2g 
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always ſhown a great apprehenſion of the Commodare, 
having any immediate intercourſe.with the Viceroy or 
Manderines ; ard therefore the Commodore, with ſome 
reſentment, took back his letter from the Happo, and 
told him, he would immediately ſend an officer with it 
to Canton in his own boat, and would give him poſitive 
orders not to return without an anſwer from the Vice- 
roy. The Hopps, perceiving the Commodore to be in 
earneſt, and fearing to be called to an account for his 
refuſal, begged to be intruſted with the letter, and pro- 
miſed to deliver it, and to procure an anſwer. as ſoon as 
poſſible. And now it was ſoon ſeen how juſtly Mr. Au. 
fon had at laſt judged of the proper manner of dealing 
with the Chineſe ; for this letter was written but the 19th 
of December, as hath been already obſerved ; and, on the 
19th in the morning, a Mandarine of the firſt rank, who 
was Governor of the city of Janſon, together with two 
Mandarines of an interior clais, and a.gieat retinue of 
officers and ſervants, having with them eighteen half 
gallies, decorated with a great number of ſtreamers, and 
furniſhed with muſic, and full of men, came to grapnel 
a-head of the Centurion; whence the Mandarine ſent a 
meffage to the Commodore, telling him, that he, (the 
Mandarine was ordered, by the Viceroy of Canton, to 
examine the condition of the ſhip, and deſiting the ſhip's 
boat might be ſent to fetch him on board. The Centurion 
boat was immediately diſpatched, and preparations were 
made for receiving him; for a hundred of the moſt 
| Gghtly of the crew were uniformly dreſt in the regimen- 
tals of the marines, and were drawn up under arms on 
the main - deck, againſt his arrival. When he entered 
the ſhip he was ſaluted by the drums, and what other 
military muſic thete was on board ; and paſling by the 
new-formed guard, he was met by the Commodore on 
the quarter-deck, who conducted bim to the great ca- 
bin. Here the Mandarine explained his commiſſion, de- 
claring, that his buſineſs was to examine all the parti- 
calars mentioned in the Commodore's letter to the Vice- 
Toy, and to confront them with, the reprefentation that 
had been given of them; that he was particularly in- 
ructed to inſpect the leak, and had for that purpoſe 


brought with him two Chineſe Carpenters ; and that 4 
Ng t 
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the greater regularity and diſpatch of his buſineſs, he 
had every head of enquiry ſeparately wrote down on a 
ſheet of paper, with a void ſpace , oppoſite (@yſ,where 
he was to inſert ſuch. information and regatks thereon, 
as he could-procure by his own obſervation.,,, , wy 

This Mandarine appeared to be a perſon. of very con- 
ſiderable paris, and endowed with more frankneſs and 
honeſty, than is to be found in the generality of the Chi- 
neſe, Aſter, the proper enguiries had been made, par- 
ticularly about the leak, Which the Chineſe Carpenters 


reported to be as dangerous as it had been repreſented, 


and conſequently that it was impoſſible for the Genturion - 


to proceed to ſea, without being refitted, the Mandarine 
expreſſed bimſelf ſatisfied with the account given in the 
Commodore's letter. And this Magiſtrate, as he was 
more intelligent than any other perſon of his nation that 
came to our knowledge, ſo likewile was he more curi- 


ous and inquiſitive, viewing each part of the ſhip. with 9 


particular attention, and appearing greatly ſurprized at 


the largeneſs of the lower deck guns, and at the weight 
and ſize of the ſhot, The Commodore, obſerving his 


aſtoniſhment, thought this a proper opportunity to con- 
vince the Chineſe of the prudence of granting him a 
ſpeedy and ample ſupply of all he wanted : With this 
view he told the Mandarine, and thoſe who were with 
him, that, beſides the demands he made for a general 


ſupply, he had a particular complaint againſt the pro- 


ceedings of the Cuſtom-houle of Macao ; that at his firſk 


arrival the Chineſe boats had brought on board plenty of 
greens, and variety of freſh provihons for daily -uſe, ſor 


which they had always been paid to their full ſatisfac- 
tion, but that the Cuftom- houſe officers. at Macao. had 
ſoon forbid theni, by Which means he was, deprived of 


thoſe re reſhmenis which were of the utmoſt conſequence 


to the health of his men, after their long and ſickly voy- 


age; that as they, the Mandarines, had informed them- 


ſelves of his wants, and were eye-witneſſes of the force 
and ſtrength of his ſhip, they might be fatisfied it was. 
not ſor want of power to ſupply himſelf, that he deſired 
the permiſſion of the Government to purchaſe. what. pro- 
viſions he ſtood in need of; that they muſt be convinced 


that the Centurion alone was capable of deſtroying Loa 
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whole navigation of the port of Canton, or of ke 
port in China, without running the leaft riſque from all 
the foto Chineſe could colſect; that it was true, this 
was not the manner of proceeding between nations in 
friendſhip with each . other; but it was likewiſe true, 
that it was not cuſtomary for any nation to permit the 
ſhips of their friends to ſtarve and ſtak in their ports, 
when thoſe friends had money to ſupply their wants, and 
only deſired liberty to lay it out; that they muſt confeſs, 
he and his people had hitherto behaved with great mo- 
deſty and reſerve ; but that, as his wants were each day 
increaſiug, hunger would at laſt prove too ſtrong for any 
reſtraint, and neceſſity was acknowledged in all coun- 
tries to be ſuperior to every other law ; and therefore it 
could not be expected that his crew would long continue 
to ſtarve in the midſt of that plenty to which their eyes 
were every day witneſſes : To this the Commodore add- 
ed, (though perhaps with a leſs ſerious air) that if by the 
delay of ſupplying him with freſh proviſions his men 
| ſhould be reduced to the neceſſity of turning canibals, 

and. preying upon their own Fer. it was eaſy to be 
foreſeen that, independent of their friendſhip to their 
comrades, they would, in point of luxury, prefer the plump 
well fed Chineſe to their own emaciated ſhipmates. 
The firſt Mandarine acquieſced in the juſtneſs of this 
reaſoning, and told the Commodore, that he ſhould that 
night proceed for Canton; that on his arrival, a Council 
of Mandarines would be ſummoned, of which he him- 
ſelf was a Member; and that by being employed m the 
preſent Commiſſion, he was of courſe the Commodore's 
Advocate; that, as he was fully convinced of the urgen- 
cy of Mr. An ſon's neceſſity, he did not doubt but, on 
his repreſentation, the Council would be of the fame 
opinion; and that all that was demanded would be amply 
and ſpeedily granted: And with regard to the Commo- 
dore's complaint of the Cuſtom-houle of Macao, he un- 
dertook to rectify that immediately by bis own authori- 
ty; for defiring a liſt to be given him of the quantity of 
proviſion neceſſary for the expence of the ſhip for a day, 
he wrote a permit under it, and delivered it to one of 
his attendants, directing him to ſee that quantity ſent on 
board early every morning; and this order, from that time 


forwards, was punQually complied with, When 
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When this weighty affair was thus in ſome degree te- 


gulated, the Conimodote invited him and his two at- 
tendant Mandarines to dinner, telling them at the ſame, 
time, that if his proviſions, either in kind or quantity, 
was not what they might expect, they muſt thank them-. 


ſelves for having confined them to ſo hard an allowance, 


One of his diſhes was beef, which the Chineſe all diſlike, 
tho! Mr. Anſen was not apprized of it; this ſeems to be 


derived from the Indian ſuperſtition, which for ſome ages 


paſt has made a great progreſs in Ce: ba r his 
; for the three Mandarine 


gueſts did not entirely ſa 1 | | | 
compleatly finiſhed the white part of four large fowls, 
But they were extremely embarraſſed with their knives 
and forks, and were quite incapable of making uſe” of 
them : So that, after ſome fruitleſs og to help 
themſelves, which were ſufficiently awkward, one of the 


attendants was obliged to cut their meat in ſmall pieces 
for them. But whatever difficulty they might have in 
complying with the European manner of eating, they 
ſeemed not to be novices in drinking. The Commodore 
excuſed himſelf in this part of the entertainment, under _ 
the pretence of illneſs ; but there being another Gentle- 


man preſent, of a florid and jovial complexion, the chief 
Mandarine c:apped him on the ſhoulder, and told him by 
the interpreter, that certainly he could not plead fick- 
neſs, and therefore infiſted on his bearing him company 
and that Gentleman perceiving, that after they had diſ- 
patched four or five bottles of Frontiniae, the Mandarine 
ſtill continued, uniuffled, he ordered a bottle of citron= 
water to be brought up, which the Chineſe ſeemed much 
to reliſh ; and this being near finiſhed, they roſe from 


table, in appearance coo! and uninfluenced by what they 


had drank and the Commodore having, according to 
cuſtom, made the Mandarine a preſent, they all departed 
in the ſame veſſels that brought them, © © 

After their depanivre the dmc dont with great im- 
patience endete the reſolution of the Council, and the 
neceſſary licences for his refitment. For it muſt be ob- 
ſerved, as hath already appeared from the preceding nar- 
ration, that he could neither purchaſe ſtores nor neceſ- 
ſaries with his money, nor did any kind of workmen 
dare to engage themſelves to work for him, without the 
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permiſſion of the Government firſt obtained. Aud in 
the execution of theſe particular injunctions, the Magi. 
ſtrat s never fail of exerciſing great ſeverity, they, not- 
_ withſtanding the fuſtian eulogiuins beftowed upoy them 
by the Catholic Miſſionaries and their European Copiers, 
being compoſed of the ' fame fragile materials with the 
reſt of mankind, and often making uſe of the authority of 


the law, not to ſuppreſs crimes, but toenrich themſelves by 
the pillage of thoſe who commit them ; for capital puniſh- 
ments are rare in China, the effeminate genius of the na- 


tion, and their ſtrong attachment to lucre, diſpoſing 


them rather to make uſe of fines ; and hence ariſes no 
inconſiderable profit to thoſe who compoſe their tribu- 
nals: Conſequently prohibitions of all kinds, particular- 


ly fuch, as the alluring proſpect of great profit may often 


tempt the ſubject to infringe, cannot but be favourite 
inſtitutions in ſuch a Government. But to return : 
Some time before this, Captain Saunders took his paſ- 
ſage to England on board a Swediſh ſhip, and was charg- 
ed with diſpatches from the Commodore ; and ſoon af. 
ter, in the month of December, Captain Mitchel, Co- 
gel Cracherode, and Mr. Tafel one of the Apent- 
Victuallers, with his nephew Mr. Charles Harriot, em- 
barked on board ſome of our Company's ſhips ; and 1, 


having obtained the Commodore's leave to return home, 


embafked with them. I muſt obſerve roo, (having 


omitted it before) that whilſt we lay here at Macao, we 
were informed by ſome of the officers of our Indiamen, 
that the Severn and Pearl, the two ſhips of our ſquadron, 
which had ſeparated from us off Cape Noir, were ſaſely 
arrived at Rio Janeiro on the coaſt of Brazi/. | have 
formerly taken notice, that at the time of their ſepara- 


non, we apprehended them to be loſt. And there were 
many reaſons which greatly favoured this ſuſpicion : 


For we knew. that the Severn in particular was extreme- 
ly fickly ; and this was the more obvious to the reſt 


of the ſhips, as, in the preceding part of the voyage, 
ber. Conde Captain Legge ad been ehe. 


for his exemplary punQuality in keeping his tation, 
till, for the laſt ten days before his ſeparation, his 
crew was ſo diminiſhed and enfeebled, that with his 
utmoſt efforts it was not poſſible for him to maintain his 
rb proper 
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i proper poſition with his wonted exdainefs: The extra 


i. ordinary ficknefs on board him was by many itnputed to 
the ſhip, Which was new, and on that account was belier- 


t- | 

m ed to be more unhealthy ; but whatever was the cauſe of 

s it, the Severn was by much the moſt fickly of the ſquadron : 

4 For before her departure from St. Cathirine's ſhe buried 

of more men than any of them, inſomuch that the Commo- 

y dore was obliged to recruit her with a number of freſh 

» bands; and, the mortality till continuing on board her, 

1 the was ſupplied with men a ſecond time at fea, after out 

g ſetting ſail from St. Julians ; and notwithſtanding theſe  .: 

5 different reinforcements, ſhe was at laſt reduced to the 

4 diſtreſſed condition I have already mentioned: So that 

5 the Commodore himfelf was firmly perſuaded the was 

2 loſt ; and therefore it was with t joy we received 

5 the news of her and the Pearls ſafety, after the ftrong 
perſuaſion, which had ſo long prevailed amongſt us, of i 

4 their having both periſhed. But to proceed with the 1 


tranſactions between Mr. Anſon and the Chineſe, _ 
Notwithſtanding the favourable diſpoſition of the Man- 
darine Governor of Janſon, at his leaving Mr. Anfon, ſe- 
veral days were elapſed before he had any advice from 
him; and Mr. Anſon was privately informed there were 
great debates in Council upon his affair; partly perhaps 
owing to its being ſo unuſual a cafe, and in part to the 
influence, as I ſuppoſe, of the intrigues of the French at 
Canton: For they had a countryman and faſt friend refid- 
ing on the ſpot, who ſpoke the language very well, and 
was not unacquainted with the venality of the Govern- 
ment, nor with the perſons of ſeveral of the Magrftrates, 
and conſequently could not be at a loſs for means of tra- 
verſing the afliſtance deſired by Mr. Anſen. And this op- © 
poſition of the French was not merely the effect of na®= = 
tional prejudice or contrariety of political! intereſts, but 
was in good meaſure owing to their vanity, a motive of 
much more weight with the geherality of inankind, than 
any attachment to the public ſervice of their communi- 
ty: For, the French pretending their Indiamen to be Men 
of War, their officers were apprehenſive, that any diſtinc- 
tion granted to Mr. Anſin, on account of his bearing 
the King's Commiſſion, would render them leſs con- 
ſiderable in the eyes of the Chineſe, and would = 
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| bliſk a prepoſſeſſion at Canton in favour of ſhips of war, 
by which they, as trading veſſels, would ſuffer in their 
importance : And I wiſh the affectation of endeavour. 
ing to-paſs for men of war, and the fear of finking in 
the eſtimation of the Chineſe, if the Centurion was treated 
in a different manner from themſelves, had been confin- 
ed to the officers of the French ſhips only. However, not- 
withſtanding all theſe obſtacles, it ſhould ſeem, that the 
repreſentation of the Commodore to the Mandarines of 
the facility with which he could right himſelf, if juſtice 
were denied him, had at laſt its effect: For, on the 6th 
of January, in the morning, the Governor of Janſen, 
the Commodore's Advocate, ſent down, the Viceroy 
of Canton's warrant for the refitment of the Centurion, 
and for ſupplying her people with all they wanted ; and, 
the next day, a number of Chineſe Smiths and Car- 
penters went on board, to agree for all the work by 
the great. They demanded, at firſt, to the amount of 
a thouſand pounds ſterling for the neceſſary repair of 


the ſhip, the boats, and the maſts : This the Commo- 


dore ſeemed to think an unreaſonable ſum, and endea- 
voured to perſuade them to work by the day; but that 
propoſal they would not hearken to; ſo it was at laſt 
agreed, that the Carpenters ſhould have to the amount 
of about fix hundred pounds for their work; and that 
the Smiths ſhould be paid for their iron-work by weight, 
allowing them at the rate of three pounds a hundred 
nearly bor the ſmall work, and forty-ſix ſbilliogs for 
the large. | „ 
This beig regulated, the Commodore | exerted him- 
ſelf to get tbe moſt important buſineſs completed ; L 
mean, the beaving down the Centurion, and examining” 
the ſtate of her bottom: For this purpoſe the firſt Lieu- 
tenant was diſpatched to Canton to hire two country veſ- 
ſels, called in their language junks, one of them being 
intended to heave down by, and the other to ſerve as. a. 
magazine for the powder and amnmnitian : At the, ſame 
time the ground was ſmoothed on one of the neighbour- 
ing Iflands, and a large tent was pitched for lodging the 
lumber and proviſions, and near a hundred Chineſe Caulk» 


ers were ſoon ſet to work on the decks and ſides of the 


ſhip. But all theſe preparations, and the getting read 
1.7 ns 
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the careening gear, took up a great deal of time; for the 
Chineſe Caulkers, though they worked very well, were 
far front being expeditious; and it was the 26th of Ja- 
nuary before the junks arrived; and the neceſſary mate- 
rials, which were to be purchaſed at Canton, came down 
very ſlowly ; partly from the diſtance of the place, and 
rtly from the delays and backwaidneſs of the Chineſe 
erchants. And in this interval Mr. Anſon had the ad- 
' ditional perplexity to diſcover, that his fore-maſt was 
broken aſunder above the upper deck partners, and was 
only kept together by the fiſhes which had been formerly 


clapt upon it. | | OR. | 
However, the Centurion's people made the moſt of their 
time, and exerted themſelves the beſt they could; and as, 
by clearing the ſhip, the Carpenters were enabled to come 
at the leak, they took care to ſecure that effeQually, 
whilſt the other preparations were going forwards. The 
leak was found to be below the fifteen foot mark, and was 
principally occaſioned by one of the bolts being wore away 
and looſe in the joining of the ſtern where it was ſcarfed. 
At laft, all things being prepared, they, on the 22d _ 
of February, in the morning, hove out the firſt courſe of 
the Centurion's ſtar-board ſide, and bad the fatisfaRion to 
find, that her bottom appeared found and good; and, 
the next day, (having by that time compleated the new 
- ſheathivg of the firſt courſe) they lighted her again to ſet 
up anew' the careening Tigging which ſtietched much. 
| This they contitued heaving down, and often righting 
the ſhip from a ſuſpicion of their careening rackle, till 
the 3d of March; when, having compleated the paying 
and ſheathing the bottom, which proved to be every 
where very Sund ; they, for the laſt time, righted the 
ſhip to their great joy; for not only the fatigue of ca- 
reening had been conſiderable, but they had been appre- 
henſive of being attacked by the Spaniurdr, whilſt the 
ſhip was thus incapacitated for defence. Nor were their 
fears altogether groundleſs; for they learnt afterwards, 
by .a Portugueſe veſſel, that the Spaniards at Manila had 
been inforined, that the Centurion was in the'Typa; atid 
intended to careen there; and that thereupon the Gover- 
.nor had ſummoned his Council, and had propoſed to 
them to endeavour to burn her, whilſt ſhe was careen- 


ing, 
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ing, which was an enterprize, which, if properly con- 
ducted, might have put them in great danger: They 
were farther told, that this ſcheme was not only propoſed, 
but reſolved on; and that a Captain of a veſſel had ac- 
tually undertaken to perform the buſineſs for forty thouſ- 
and ddllars, which he was not to receive unleſs he ſucceed- 
ed; but the Governor pretending that there was no trea. 
ſure. in the royal cheſt, and inſiſting that the Merchants 
ſhould advance the money, and they refuſing to comply 
with the demand, the affair was dropped : Perhaps the 
Merchants ſuſpected, that the whole was only a pretext 
to get forty thouſand dollars from them ; and indeed this 
was affirmed by ſome who bore the Governor no good 
will, but with what truth it is difficult to aſcertain, 

As ſoon as the Centurion was righted, they took in her 
powder, and gunners ſtores, and proceeding in getting in 
their guns as faſt as poſſible, and then uſed their utmoſt 
expedition in repairing the foremaſt, and in compleating 
the other articles of her refitment./ And being thus em- 
ployed, they were alarmed, on the ioth of March, by a 
Chineſe Fiſherman, who brought them intelligence that he 
had been on board a large Spaniſb ſhip off the grand La- 
drone, and that there were two more in company with 
her: He added ſeveral particulars to his relation; as 

that he had brought one of their officers to Macas ; and 
that, on this, boats went off early in the Morning from 
Macao to them: And the better to eſtabliſh the belief of 
his veracity, he ſaid he deſired no money, if his informa- 
tion ſhould not prove true. This was preſently believed 
to be the forementioned expedition from Manila; and 
the Commodore immediately fitted his cannon and ſmall 
arms in the beſt manner he could for defence ; and hay- 
ing then his Pinnace and Cutter in the offing, who had 
been ordered to examine a Portugueſe veſſel, which was 
getting under . ſail, he ſent them the advice he had re- 
ceived, and direCted-them to look out ſtrictly: But ne 
ſuch ſhips ever appeared, and they were ſoon ſatisſied, 
the whole of the — was a fition ; though it was diffi- 
cult to conceive what reaſan could induce the fellow to 
be at fuch extraordinary pains to impoſe on them. 

It was the beginning of April before they had newrig- 
ged the ſhip, ſtowed-their proviſions and water on * | 
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and had fitted her for the ſea ;| and before this time the 
Chineſe grew very uneaſy, and extremely deſirous that 
ſhe ſhould be gone; either not knowing, or pretending 
not to believe, that this was a point the Commodore. was 
as eagerly ſet on as they could be. On the 3d of April, 
two Mandarine boats came on board from Macao to urge 
his departure ; and this having been often done before, 
though there had been no pretence to ſuſpect Mr. Anſon 


of any affected delays, he at this laſt meſſage anſwered , 


them in a determined tone, deſiring them to give him no 
further trouble, for he would go when he thought proper, 
and not before. On this rebuke the Chineſe (though it 


was not in their power to compel him to be gone) tnme- 


diately prohibited all proviſions from being carried on 
board him, and took ſuch care that their injunctions 
ſhould be complied with, that from that time forwards 
nothing could be purchaſed at any rate whatever. 
On the 6th of April, the Centurion weighed from the 


Typa, and warped to the ſouthward ; and, by the 15th, 


ſhe was got into Macao road, compleating her water as 


ſhe paſſed along, ſo that there remained now very few ar- 


ticles more to attend io; and her whole buſineſs being 
finiſhed by the 19th, the, at three in the afternoon of 
that day, weighed and made fail, and ſtood to ſea. 


Chae. VIII. From Macao to Cape Eſpiritu Santo: The 


taking of the Manila galeon and returning back again. 


HE Commodore was now got to ſea, with his 
ſhip very well refitted, his ſtores repleniſhed, and 
an additional ſtock of proviſions on board : His crew too 
was ſomewhat reinforced ; for he had entered twenty- 
three mep during his ſtay at Macas, the greateſt part of 
which were Laſcars or Indian ſailors, and — few Dutch. 
He gave out at Macao, that he was bound to Batavia, 
and thence to England; and though the weſterly mon- 
loon was now fet in, when that paſſage is conſidered as 
inpracticable, yet by the confidence he had expreſſed in 
the ſtrength of his ſhip; and the dexterity of bis people, 
he had perſuaded not only his own crew, but the _ 
at Macao likewiſe, that he propoſed to try this unuſual 


experiment; ſo that there were many letters put on 


board him by the inhabitants of Canton and Macao for 


their friends at Batavia. 
| But 
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But his real defign was of a very different nature: Por 
he knew, that inſtead of one annual ſhip from Acapulco 


to Manila, there would be this year, in all probability, 


two; ſince, by being before Acapulco, he had prevented 


one of them from putting to ſea the preceding ſeaſon, 


He therefore reſolved to cruiſe for theſe returning veſſels 
off Cape Eſpiritu Santo, on the Iſland of Samal, which is 
the ficſt land they always make in the Philippine Iſlands. 


And as June is generally the month in which they arrive 


there, he daubted not but he ſhould get to his intended 
ſtation time enough to intercept them. It is true, they 
were ſaid to be ſtout veſſels, mounting ferty-four guns a- 
my and carrying above five hundred hands, and might 

expected to return in company; and he himſelf had 
but two bundted and twenty-ſeven hands on board, of 
which near thirty were boys: But this diſproportion of 
ſtrength did not deter him, as he knew his ſhip to be 
much better fitted for a ſea-engagement than theirs, and 


as he had reaſon to expect that his men would exent them- 


ſelves in the moſt extraordinary manner, when they had 
in view the iminenſe wealth of theſe Mar//a galeons. 
This project the Commodore had reſolved on in his 
own thoughts, ever fince his leaving the coaſt of Mexico, 
And the greateſt mortification which he received; from 


the various delays he had inet with in China, was his ap- 


prehenſion, leſt he might be thereby ſo long retarded as 


to let the galeons eſcape him, Indeed, at Macao it was 


incumbent on him to keep theſe views extremely ſecret; 
for there being a great intercourſe and a mutual connex!- 
on of intereſts between that port. and Manila, he had rea- 
ſon to fear, that if his deſigns were diſcovered, intelli- 
gence would be immediately ſent to Manila, and meaſures 
would be taken to prevent the galeons from failing into 
his hands: But being now at ſea, and entirely clear of 
the coaſt, he ſummoned all his people on the quarter» 
decks and informed them of bis reſolution to cruiſe for 
the two Manila ſhips, of whoſe wealth they were not ig- 
norant. He told them he ſhould chuſe a ſtation, where he 
could not fail of meeting with them; and though they 
were ſtout ſhips, and full manned, yet, if his own peo- 
ple behaved with their accuſtomed ſpirit, he was, certain 


he ſhould prove too hard for them both, and that one of 
en! 
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them at leaſt could not fail of becoming his prize: He 
further added, that many ridiculous tales had been pro- 
pagated about the ſtrength of the ſides of theſe ſhips, 
and their being impenetrable to cannon- ſhot; that theſe 
ſietions had been p:incipally invented to palliate the cow- 
ardice of thoſe who had formerly engaged them ; but he 
hoped there were none of thoſe preſent weak enough to 
give credit to ſo abſurd a ſtory : For his own part, he did 
aſſure them upon his word, that, whenever he met with 
them, he would fight them ſo near, tha they ſhould 
find, his bullets, inſtead of being ſtopped by one of their 
ſides, ſhould go through them bot. 

This ſpeech of the Commodore's was received by his 
people with great joy : For no ſooner had he ended, than 
they expreſſed their approbaticn, according to naval cuſ- 
tom, by three ſtrenuous cheers, and all declared their de- 
termination to ſucceed or 3 whenever the opportu- 

now their hopes, which ſince 


their departure from the coaſt of Mexico, had entirely ſub- 


ſided, were again'revived ; and they all perſuaded them- 


ſelves, that, notwithſtanding the various caſualties and 
diſappointments they had hitherto met with; they ſhould 
yet be repaid the price of their fatigues, and ſhould at 


laſt return home enriched with the ſpoils of the enemy: 


For firmly relying on the aſſurances of the Commodore, 
that they ſhould certainly meet with the veſſels, they 
were all of them too ſanguine to doubt a moment of 
mattering them; fo that they conſidered themſelves as 
having them already in their peſſeſſion. And this conft- 
dence was ſo univerſally fpread through the whole ſhip's 
company, that, the Commodore having taken ſome Chineſe 
ſheep to ſea with him for his own proviſion, and one day 
enquiring of his Butcher, why for ſome time paſt, he had 
ſeen no mutton at his table, aſking him if all the ſhee 
were killed, the Butcher very ſeriouſly replied, that there 
were indeed two ſheep left, but that, if bis Honour 
would give him leave, he propoſed to keep thoſe for the 
entertainment of the General of the galeons. {3167 V9 
When the Centurion left the port of Macao, ſhe ſtood 
for ſome days to the weft ward; and, on the firſt of May, 
they ſaw part of the Iſland of Formoſa, and, ſtanding 
thence to the ſouthward, they, on the fourth of May, 
were 
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were in the latitude of the Baſbee Ilands, as laid down 
by Dampier : But they ſuſpeRed his account of inaccu- 
racy, as they found that he had been conſiderably miſtaken 
in the latitude of the South end of Formoſa: For this rea- 
ſon they kept a good-look-out, and about ſeven in the 
evening diſcovered from the maſt-head five ſmall Iſlands, 
which were judged to be the Baſbees, and they had aſtet- 
wards a fight of Botel Tobago Aima. By this means they 
had an opportunity of correcting the poſition of the Ba- 
Hee Iſlands, which had been hitherto laid down twenty- 
five leagues too far to the weſtward : For by their ob- 
ſervations, they eſteemed the middle of theſe. Iſlands to 
be in 21® : 4 North, and to bear from Botel Tobago 
Xima S. S. E. twenty leagues diſtant, that Iſland itſelf 
being in 21“: 57 North. ninth 4 held 

Alfter getting a ſight of the Baſbee I/lands, they ſtood 
between the $. and 8. W. for Cape E/piritu Santo; and, 
the 2oth of May at noon, they firſt diſcovered that Cape, 
which about four o'clock they brought to bear 8. S. W. 
about eleven leagues diſtant, It appeared to be of a 
moderate height, with ſeveral round hummocks on it. As 
it was known that there were centinels placed upon this 
Cape to make ſignals to the Acapulco ſhip, when ſhe fiſt 
falls in with the land, the Commodcre immediately tack- 
ed, and ordered the top gallant fails to be taken in, to 
prevent being diſcovered ; and, this being the ſtation in 
which it was reſolved to cruiſe for the galeons, they kept 
the Cape between the South and the Weſt, and (des- 
voured to confine themſelves between the latitude of 127“: 
500, and 13“: 5, the Cape itſelf lying, by their obſer- 
vations, in 12“: 40“ North, and 49 of Eaſt longitude 
from Botel Tobago Aima. Tr | 5 
It was the laſt of May, by the foreign ſtile, when they 
arrived off this Cape; and, the month of June, by the 
ſame ſtile, being that in which the Manila ſhips are uſu- 
ally expected, the Centurion's people were now waiting 
each hour with the utmoſt impatience for the happy eriſis 
which was to balance the account of all their paſt cala- 
mities. As from this time there was but finall employ- 
ment for the crew, the Commodore ordered them almoſt 
every day to be exerciſed in the management of the great 


guns, and in the uſe of their ſmall arms. This had 50 
is 
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his practice more or leſs at all convenient ſeaſons during 
the whole courſe of his voyage; and the advantages 
which be received from jt, in his engagement with the 
galeon, were an ample recompence for all his care and 
attention, Indeed, it ſhould ſeem that there are few par- 
ticulars of a Commander's duty of more importance than 
7 this, bow much ſoever it may have been ſometimes over- 
looked or miſunderſtood ; For it will, 1 ſuppoſe, be con- 
. feſſed, that in two ſhips of war, equal in the number f 
their men and guns, the diſproportion of Mrengtb, ari- 
) ſing from a greater or leſs dexterity in the uſe of their 4 
0 great guns and ſmall arms, is what can ſcarcely be 
f balanced by any other circumſtances whatever, For, as 
theſe are the weapons with which they are to engage, 
] what greater inequality can there be betwixt two con- 
tending parties, than that one fide ſhould perfectly un- 
, derſtand the uſe of their weapons, and ſhould have the 
kill to employ them in the moſt effectual manner for the 
2 annoyance of their enemy, white the other fide ſhould, 
$ by their aukward management of them, render them 
5 rather terrible to hea des, than miſchievous to 
t their antagoniſts? This feems ſo plain and vatural 
) 
1 
t 


a conclufion, that a perſon unacquainted with theſe 
affairs would, ſuppoſe the firſt care of · a Comman- 
der to be training his people to the uſe of their 
wi, | mh 8 
But human affairs are not always conducted by the plain 
dictates of common ſenſe. There are many other prin- 
. ciples which influence our tranſactions: Aud thee is one 
: in particular, which, though of a very erroneous com- 
plexion, is {carcely ever excluded from our moſt ſerious 
deliberations ; I mean cuſtom, or the praQtice of thoſe 
who have preceded us. This is ufually a power too 
mighty tor reaſon to grapple with; and is the moſt terrible 
to thoſe who oppoſe it, as it has much of ſuperſtition in 
its nature, and purſues all thoſe who queſtion its authority 
with unrelenting vehemence. However, in theſe later 
ages of the world, ſome lucky encroachments have been 
made upon Its eee and it may reaſonably be 
hoped, that: the Gentlemen of the Navy, whoſe particu- 
lar profeſſion hath of late been conſiderably improved hy 
a number of new inventions, will of all otheis be _— 
die 
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dieſt to give up thoſe practices, which have nothing to 


hath been ſometimes leſs attended to on board our ſhips 
of war, than might have been wiſhed for, it hath been ra- 
ther owing to unſkilful methods of teaching it, than to 


negligence: For the common ſailors, how ſtrongly ſoe- 
ver attached is their own prejudices, are very quick ſight- 
ed in finding out the defects of others, and have ever ſnewn 


a great contempt for the formalities practiſed in the train- 


ing of land troops to the uſe of their arms; but when thoſe. 


who have undertaken to inſtruct the ſeamen have content- 
ed theniſelves with inculcating only what was uſeful, and 
that in the ſimpleſt manner, they have conſtantly found 
their people ſufficiently docile, and the ſucceſs hath even 


exceeded their expectation. Thus on board Mr. An ſon's 
ſhip, where they were only taught the ſhoiteſt method of 
loading with cartridges, and were conſtantly trained to, 


fire at a mark, which was uſually hung at the yard-arm, 


and where ſome little reward was given to the moſt ex- 


pert, the whole crew, by this management, were ren- 
dered extremely ſkilful, quick in loading, all of them 
good markſmen, and ſome of them moſt extraordinary 


ones; fo that I doubt not but, in the uſe of ſmall arms, 


they were more than a match for double their number, 
who had not been habituated to the ſame kind of exer- 
ciſe. But to return: >) pes * 
It was the laſt of May M. S. as hath been aheady ſaid, 
when the Centurion arrived off Cape Eſpiritu Santo ; and 
conſequently the next day began the month in which the 


galeons were to be expected. The Commodore there- 
fore made all neceſſary preparations for receiving them, 
having hoiſted out his long-boat, and Jaſhed her along 


ſide, that the ſhip might be ready for engaging, if they 
fell in with the galeons in the night. All this time too 
he was very folicitous to keep at ſuch a diſtance from the 
Cape, as not to be diſcovered : But it had been ſince 
learnt, that, notwithſtanding his care, he was ſeen from 
the land ; and advice of- him was ſent to Manila, where 
it was at Grſt diſbelieved, but on reiterates intelligence 


(for 


tead but preſcription, and will not ſuppoſe that every 
branch of their buſineſs hath already received all the per- 
fection of which it is capable. Indeed it muſt. be owned, 
that if a dexterity in the uſe of ſmall arms, for inſtance. 
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(for it ſeems he was ſeen more than once) the Merchants 


were alarmed, and the Governor was applied to, who 
undertook (the Commerce ſupplying the neceffary ſums): 


to fit out a force conſiſting of two ſhips of thirty-1wo 
guns, one of twenty guns, and two floops of ten guns 
each, to attack the Centurion on her ſtation: And tone 
of theſe veſſels did actually weigh with this view; but 
the principal vip not being ready, and the monſoon be- 
ing againſt them, the Commerce and the Governor diſa- 


geed, and the enterprize was laid aſide. "bis frequent 


diicovery of the Centurion fi om the ſhore was ſomewhat 
exttaordinary ; for the pitch of the C | 
ſhe uſually kept from ten to fitteen leagues diſtant ; 


though once indeed, by an indraught of the tide, as 


was ſuppoſed, they found themſelves in the morning 


within ſeven leagues of the land, 


As the month of June advanced, the expectancy and 


impatience of the Commodore's people each day en- 


creaſed. And | think no better idea can be'given of their 


great eagerneſs on this occaſion, than by copying a few 


paragraphs from the journal of an officer, 'who was then 
on board; as it wil), I preſume, be a more natural pic- 


ture of the full attachment of their thoughts to the bu- 


fnels of their cruiſe, than can be given by any other 
means. The paragtaph e! have ſelècted, as they occur 


in order of time, ale as follow: | 


great expectation of meeting with the galeons very 
* loon ; this being the eleventh of June their flile.” 


June 3, Keeping in our ſtations, and looking out 


77 


« for the galeons. | | 
June 5, Begin now to be in great expectation, this 
„ being the miocle of June their file.” 
June 11, Begin to grow impatient at not ſeeing 
* the galeons.“ 


June 13, The wind having blown freſh eaſterly for 
* the forty-eight hours paſt, gives us great expectatiors 


of ſeeing the galeons fon.” 


June 15,Ciuifing on and off, and looking out ſtrictly.“ 
June 19, This being the laſt day of June NV. S. the 
Fun i they arrive at all muſt appear toon.” 

rom theſe ſamples it is ſufficiently evident, how com- 


pleatly 


« 


ape is not high, and 


* * * * 
* r 6 
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pleatly the treaſure of the galeons had engroſſed their 
imagination, and how anxiouſly they paſled the latter. 
part of their cruiſe, when the certainty of the arrival of 
| theſe. veſſels was dwindled down to probability only, and 
that probability became each hour more and more douht- 
ful, However, on the 2oth of June O. F. being: juſt a 
month from their arrival on their ſtation, they were re- 
lie ved from this ſtate of uncertainty ; when, at ſun-riſe, 
they diſcovered a ſail from the a land, in the 8, E. 
quarter. On this. a general joy ſpread through the 
Whole ſhip ; for they had no doubt but this was one of 
the galeons, and they expected ſoon to ſee the other. 
The Commodore inſtantly ſtood towards her, and at 
half an hour after ſeyen they were near enough to ſee 
her from the Centurion's deck; at which time the galeon 
fired a gun, and took in her top-gallant fail, which was 
ſuppoſed to be a ſignal to her conſort, to haſten her up; 
and therefore the Centurion fired a gun to leeward to 
amuſe her. The Commodore was ſurprized to find; that 
in all this time the galeon did not change her courſe, 
but continued to bear down upon him; for he hardly 
believed, what afterwards appeared to be the caſe, that 
ſhe knew his ſhip to be the Centurion, and reſolved to 
fight him. | W eee e 33.6 Lo Gael 
About noon the Commodore was little more than a 
league diſtant from the galeon, and could fetch her wake, 
fo that ſhe could not now eſcape ; and, no ſecond ſhip ap- 
pearing, it was concluded that ſhe had been ſeparated 
from her conſort. Soon after, the galeon haled up ber 
fore-ſail, and brought to under top-1ai's, with her head 
to the northward, hoiſting Spaniſh colou's, and having 
the ſtandard of Spain flying at the top-gallant maſthead. 
Mr. Anſon, in the mean time, had prepared all things 
for an engagepent on board the Centurion, and had 
taken all poſſible care, both for the moſt effectual exer- 
tion of his ſmall ſtrength, and for the avoiding the con- 
ſuſion and tumult, too frequent in actions of this kind. 
He picked out about thirty of his choiceſt hands and beſt 
markſmen, whom he diſtributed into his tops, and who 
fully anſwered bis expeRation, by the ſignal. ſervices 
they performed. As he had not hands enough remain- 
ing to quarter a ſufficient nuinber to each great gun, » 
4 the 
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the cuſtomary manner, he therefore, on his lower tire, 
fixed only two men to each gun, who were to be ſolely 
employed in loading it, whilſt the reſt of his people were 
divided into different gangs of ten or twelve men each, 
which were conſtantly moving about the decks, to run 
out and fire ſuch guns as were loaded. By this manage- - 
ment he was enabled to make uſe of all his guns; and, 
inſtead of firing broad ſides with intervals between them, 
he kept up a conſtant fire without intermiſſion, whence 
he doubted not to procure, very fignal advantages; for 
it is common with the Spantards to fall down upon the 
decks when they fee a broad-fide, preparing, and to con- 

tinue in that poſture till it is given; after which they | 
riſe again, and, preſuming the danger to be for ſome 
time over, work their guns, and fire with great briſk- 
neſs, till another nag is ready : But the firing gun 
by gun, in the manner directed by the Commodore, 


rendered this practice of. theirs impoſſible. 


The Centurion being thus prepared, and nearing the 
galeon apace, there happened, a little after noon, ſeve- 
ral ſqualls of wind, and rain; which often obſcured the 
galeon from their ſight ; but whenever it cleared up, 
they obſerved her reſolutely lying to; and, towards one 
o'clock the Centurion hoiſted her broad pendant and co- 
lours, ſhe being then within gunſhot of the enemy. And 
the Commodore obſerving the Spaniards to have neglect- 


d clearing their ſhip till that time, as he then ſaw them 


throwing ovei-board cattle and lumber, he gave orders 
to fire upon them with the chace guns, to embarraſs them 
in their work, and prevent them ſrom compleating it, 
though his general directions had been not to engage till 

they were within piſtol ſhot. The galeon returned the 
fre with two of her ſtern-chace ; and the Centurion get- 
ling her ſprit-ſail yard fore and aft, that if neceſſary ſhe 
might be ready for boarding, the Spaniards in a bravado 
rigged their ſptit ſail-yard fore and aft likewiſe. © Soon 


after, the Centurion came abreaſt of the enemy within 


piſtol-ſhot, keeping to the leewald with a view of pre- 
venting them from putting before the wind, and gaining 
the port of Jalapay, from which they were about ſeven 
leagues diſtant. And now the engagement began in earneſt, 
and, for the firſt half hour, Mr. Anſon over-reached the 
 galeon, - 
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'galeon, and lay on her bow ; where by the great wideneſ 
of bis ports he could traverſe almoſt all his guns upon 
the eneiny, whilit the galeon could only bring a part of 


hers to bear. Immediately on the commencement of the 


action, the mats, with which the galeon had ſtuffed her 


netting, took fire, and burnt violently, blazing up half as 
high as the mizen-top. This accident (ſuppoſed to be 
caufed by the Centurion's wads) threw the enemy into 
great conſuſion, and at the fame time alarmed the Com- 
miodore, for he feared leſt the galeon ſhould be burnt, 
and leſt he himſelf too might ſuffer by her driving on 
board him: But the Spaniards at laſt freed themſelves 
from the fire, by cutting away the netting, and tum- 
bling the whole maſs, which was in flames, into the ſea. 
But ſtill the Centurion kept her firſt advantageous poſfiti- 
on, firing her cannon with great regularity and briſkneſs, 
whilſt at the fame time the galeon's decks lay open to 


her top-men, who, having at her firſt volley, driven the 
Spaniards from their tops, made prodigious havock with 
their ſmall arms, killing or wounding every officer but 
one that ever appeared on the quatter- deck, and wound- 


ing in particular the Genera] of the galeon himſelf. And 


though the Centurion, after the firſt half hour, loft her ori- 


ginal ſituation, and was clofe along-ſide the galeon, and 


tae enemy continved to fire briſkly for near an hour 
longer, yet at laſt the Commodore's grape ſhot ſwept 


their decks fo effectually, and the nuniber of their lam 


and wounded was ſo conſiderable, that they began to fall 
into great diſorder, eſpecially, as the General, who was 
the life of the action, was no longer capable of exerting 
himſelf. Their embarraſſment was viſidle from on board 
the Commodore. For the ſhips were ſo near, that ſome 
of the Spaniſh officers were ſeen running about with great 
aſſiduity, to prevent the deſertion of their men from their 


quarters: But all their endeavours were in vain ; for af. 
ter baving, as a laſt effort, fired five or fix guns with more 
judgment than uſual, they gave up the conteſt; and, the 
galeon's e tk ſinged off the enſign - ſtaff in the 
beginning cf t 

her main-top- 


engagement, ſhe ſtruck the ſtandard at 
ant maſt-head, the perſon who was em- 
ployed to-do it having been in imminent peril of being 
killed, kad not the Commodore, who perceived what be 


was 
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was about, given expreſs ordets to his people to deſiſt 


from fire. . „ en brood 3 
Thus was the Centurion poſſeſſed of this rich prize, 
amounting in value to near a million and a half of dol- 
lars. She was called the Nora Signora de Cabadonga, and 
was commanded by the General Don Feronimo de Montero, 


a Portugueſe, by birth, and the moſt approved officer for 


ſkill and courage of any employed in that ſervice. The 
he Centuriun, had five hun- 
dred and fiſty men, and thirty; ſix, guns mounted for ac- 
tion, beſides twenty-eight ,pidreroes in her gunwale, 
quarters and tops, each of which carried a four pound 
ball. She was very well furniſhed with ſmall arms, and 
was particularly provided againſt boarding, both by her 
cloſe quarters, and by a ſtrong \net-work of two-inch 
rope, which was Jaced over her waiſt, and was defended 
by half pikes. She had ſixtyr-ſeven killed in the action, 
and eighty-four wounded, whillt the Centurion had only 
two killed, and a Lieutenant and fixteen wounded, all 
of whom, but one, recovered.: Of ſo little conſequence 
are the moſt deſtructite arms, in untutored and unprac- 
tiſed hands. | | 
The treaſure thus taken by the Centurion having been 
for at leaſt eighteen months the great object of their 
hopes, it is impoſſible to deſcribe the tranſport on board, 
when, after all their reiterated, diſappointments, - they at 
laſt ſaw their wiſhes accomplithed. But, their joy was 
near being ſuddenly. damped by a moſt ,tremendous. in- 
cident : For no ſooner had the galeon ftruck, than one 
of the Lieuteuants coming to Mr. Anſon to congratulate 
him on his prize, whiſpered him at the ſame time, that 
the Centurion was dangerouſly on fire near the powder- 
room. The Commodore received this dreadful. news 
without any apparent emotion, and, taking care not 
alarm his people, gave the neceſſary orders for extinguiſh- 
ing it, which was bappily done in a ſhort time, though its 
appearance at firſt was extremely terrible. It ſeems ſome 
cartridges had been blown up by accident between decke, 
whereby a quantity of oakum in the after batch way, 
near the after powder room, was ſet on fire; and the 
great ſmother and ſmoke of the oakum occaſioned the 
apprehenſion of a more extended and miſchievous fire. 
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At the ſame inſtant, too, the galeon fell on board the 
Centurion on the ſtarboard quarter, but ſhe was cleared 
without doing or receiving any conſiderable damage. 
© The Commodore made his fiſt Lieutenant, Mr. Sau. 
marex, Captain of /this prize, -appointing her a poſt-ſhip 
in his Majeſty's ſervice. Captain Saumares, before night, 
ſent on board the Centut ion all the Spaniſh priſoners, but 
ſuch as were thought the moſt proper to. be retained to 
aſſiſt in navigating the galeon. And now the Commodore 
learnt, from ſome of theſe priſoners, that the other ſhip, 
which he had kept in the port of. fcapulco the preceding 
year, inſtead of returning in company with the preſent 
prize as was expected, had ſet ſail from Acapulco alone 
much ſooner than uſual, and had in all probability, got 
into the port of Manila long before the Centurion arrived 
off Eſpiritu Santo; fo that Mr. Anſon, notwithſtanding his 
preſent ſucceſs; had great reaſon to regret” his Jots of 
time at Macao, which prevented him from taking two 
rich prizes inſtead of one. > SID; 2 FIG INE: 
The Commodore, when the action was ended, reſolved 
to make the beſt of his way with his prize for the river 
of Canton, being in the mean time fully employed in ſe- 
cuting bis prifoners, and in removing the itreaſute from 
on board the galeon into the Centurion. The laſt of theſe 
operations was too important to be poſtponed ; for as the 
navigation to Canton was through ſeas but little known, 
and where, from the ſeaſon of the year, niuch bad wea- 
ther might be expected, it was of great conſequence that 
the treaſure ſhould be lent on board the Centurion, which 
ſhip, by the preſence of the Commander in Chief, the 
greater number of her hangs, and her other advantages, 
was doubtleſs much fafer againſt all the caſualties of 
winds and ſeas than the galeon : And the fecrring the 
priſoners was a matter of ſtill more conſequence, as not 
only the poſſeſſion of the treaſure, but the lives of the 
captors depended thereon. This was indeed an article 
which gave the Commodore much trouble and diſquie- 
tude; for they were above double the number of his own 
people; and ſome of them, when they were brought on 
E the Centurion, and had obſerved how ſlenderly ſhe 
was manned, and the large proportion which the ſtrip- 


lings bore to the reſt, could not help expreſſing un; 
| wil 
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with great indignation to be thus beaten by a handful of 
boys. The method which was taken to hinder them from 
riſing, was by placing all but the officers and the wound- 
ed in the hold, where, to give them as much air as poſ- 
ſible two bateh-ways were left open; but then to avoid 
all danger, whilſt the Centurion's people ſhould be employ- 
ed upon the deck, there was a 22 partition of thick 
planks, made in the ſhape of a funnel, which encloſed 
each hatch-way on the lower deck, and reached to that 
directly over it on the upper deck; theſe funnels ſerved 
to communicate the. air, to the hold better than could 
have been done without them; and at the ſame time, 
added greatly to the ſecurity of the ſhip ; for they be- 
ing ſeven or eight feet high, it would have been extreme» 
ly difficult for the Spaniards to have clambered up; and 
ill to augment that difficulty, four ſwivel-guns loaded. 
with muſket bullets were planted at the mouth of each 
funnel, and a centinel with a lighted match conſtantly at- 
tended, prepared to fire into the hold amongſt them, in 


—aſe of any diſturbance. Their officers, which amounted 


to ſeventeen or eighteen, were all lodged in the firſt Lieu» 
tenant's cabin, under a conſtant guard of ſix men; and 


the General, as he was wounded, lay in the Commodore's 


cabin with a centinel always with him, and they were 
all informed, that any violence or diſturbance would be 
puniſhed with inſtant death. And that the Centurion's peo- 
ple might be at all times prepared, if, notwithitanding 
theſe regulations, any tumult ſhould ariſe, the ſmall arms 
were conſtantly kept loaded in a proper place, whilft all 
the men went armed with cuilaſſes and piſtols; and no 
officer ever pulled: off his clothes, and when he ſlept had 
always his aruns lying ready by him. 


Theſe meaſures, were "obviouſly neceſſary, conſidering 
the hazards to. which .the, Commodore and his people 
would have been expoſed, had they been leſs careful. 
Indeed-the ſufferings of the poor priſoners, though im- 
poſſible to be alleviated, were much to be commiſetated ; | 
for the weather was extremely hot, the ſtench of the hold 
loathſome beyond all conception, and their allowance 
of water but juſt . ſufficient . to keep them alive, it not 
being practicable to ſpare, them more than at the rate of 
a pint, a day for each, the crew themſelves having enly 
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an allowance of a pint and an half. All this conſidered, it 
was wonderful that not a man of them died during their 


long confinement, except three of the wounded, who died 


the ſame night they were taken; though it muſt be con. 
feſſed, that the greateft part of them were ſtrangely me⸗ 
tamorphoſed by the hea? of the hold: For when they were 
firſt taken, they were fightly robuſt fellows; but when af- 
ter above a month's impriſonment, they were diſcharged 
in the river of Canton, they were reduced to mere ſkele- 
tons: and their air and looks correſponded much more 
to the conception formed of ghoſts-and ſpeRres, than to 


the figure and appearance of rea] men. | 


Thus employed in ſecuring the treaſure and the priſon- 
ers, the Commodore, as hath been faid, ſtood for the ri- 
ver of Canton; and, on the zoth of June, at fix in the even- 
ing, got ſight of Cape Delongaro, which then bore Weſt 
ten lengues diſtant ; and the next day, he made the Baſbet 
[flands, and the wind b:ing fo far to the northward, that 
it was difficult to weather them, it was reſolved to ſtand 
thorough between Craft and Monmouth]flands,where the 
paſſage ſeemed to be clear; but in getting thro, the ſea 
had a very dangerous aſpeR, for it rippled and foamed, as 
if it had been full of breakers, which was ſtil} more terti- 
ble, as it was then night, But the ſhips got through very 
fafe, (the prize always keeping a-head) and it was found 
that the appearance which had alarmed them had been 
occaſioned only by a ſtrong tide. I muſt here obſerve, that 
tho' the Baſbee Iſlands are ufually reckoned to be no more 
than five, yet there are many more lying about them to 


the weſtward, which as the channels amongſt them are 


not at all known, makes it adviſable for ſhips rather to 
paſs to the northward or ſouthward, than through them; 
and indeed the Commodore propoſed to have gone to the 
northward, between ihem and Formoſa, had it been poſſi- 
ble for him to have weathered them. From hence the Cen- 
turion ſteer ing the proper courſe ſor the river of Canton, ſhe, 
on the 8th of July diſcovered the Iſland of Supata, the 
weſtermoſt of the Lema Iſlands, being a double peaked 
rock. This Iſland of Supere they made to be an hundred 
and thirty-nine leagues diflant from Graften's Ifland, and 
to bear from it North 82® 35 Weſt : And, on tbe 11th, 
having taken on board two Chineſe Pilots, one for the Cen- 

turion, 
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turion, and the other ſor the prize, they came to an an- 
c10r off the city of Macao | n 

By this time the particulars of the cargo of the galeon 
were well aſcertained, and it was found that ſhe had on 
lord 1,313 843 pieces of eight, and 35,682 os: of virg n 
ſilver, beſides fome-cochineal, and a few other commo- 
dities, which, however, were but of ſmall account in com- 
pa iſon of ghe ſpecie, And fo being the Comnwdore's 
laſt p:ize, it hence appears that all the treaſure taken by 
the Centurion was not much ſhoit of-400,000/ indepen- 
dent of the ſhips and merchandize, which ſhe either burnt 


or deſtroyed, and which by the moſt reaſonable eſtimati- 
on, could not amount to 10 little as O0, ocol. more ; ſo 
that the whole loſs of the enemy, by our ſquadron, did 
doubtleſs exceed a nullion ſterling. To which, if there 
be added the great expence of the Court of Spain, in fit- 

ting out Pizar;o, and in paying the additional charges in 
America, incurrgd on our account, together with the loſs 
of their men of war, the total of all theſe articles will be a 
moſt exorbitant ſum, and is the ſtrongeſt conviction of the 
utility of this expedition, which, with all its numerous diſ- 
advantages, did yet prove fo extremely prejudicial to the 
enemy, I ſhall only add, that there were taken on board 
the gtleon ſeveral draughts and journals, from ſome of 
which many of the particulars recited in the toth chapter 
of the ſecond book are collected. Among the reſt there 
was [ound a chart of all the Ocean, between the Philip-" 
fines and the corft of Rlexico, which was what was made 
uſe of by the gal-on in her own navigation. A copy of 
t1is draught, correRed in ſome places by our cwn obſer- 
vation is here annexed, together with the route of the ga- 
Jeon traced thereon from her own journals, and likewiſe 
the route of the Centurion, from Acapulco thro' the fame 
Ocean. This is the chart formetly referred to, in the ac- 
count of the Manila trade: And, to render it ſtil] more. 
compleat, the obſerved variation of the needle is annex- 
ed to ſeveral paits both of the Spani/ſþ and Engliſh 
track ; which addition is of the greateſt conſequence, as - 
no obſervations of this kind in the northern parts of the 
Pacific Ocean have yet to my knowledge been publ:ſhed, 
and as the quantity of the vatiation fo nearly correſponds 


years 
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years ago, And with this digreſſion J ſhall end this chap- 


ter, leaving the Centurion with her prize at anchor off 
Macao, preparing to enter the river of Canton. 


Cnav. IX. Tranſafions in the river of Canton. 
T HE Commodore having taken Pilots on board, 


proceeded with his prize for the river of Canton ; 

and, on the 14th of July, came to an anchor ſg ort of the 
Bicca Tigris, which is a narrow paſſage forming the mouth 
of that river: This entiance he propoſed to fland through 
the next day, and to run up as far as Tiger Iſland, which 
is a very fafe road, ſecured from all winds. But whilſt the 
Centurion and her prize were thus at an anchor, a boat with 
an officer came off from the Mandarine commanding the 
forts at Bocca Tigris, to examine what the ſhips were and 
whence they came. Mr. Anſon informed the officer, that 
his ſhip was a ſhip of war belonging to the King of Great- 
Britain ; and that the other in company With him was a 
prize he had taken : that he was going into Canton river 
to ſhelter himſelf againſt the hurricanes which were then 
coming on ; and that as ſoon as the monſoon ſhifted, he 
ſhould proceed for England. The officer then deſired an 
account of what men, guns, and ammunition were on 
board, a liſt of all which he faid was to be ſent to the 
Government of Canton. But when theſe articles were re- 
peated to him, particularly when he was told that there 
were in the Centurion four hundred fire-locks, and between 
three and four hundred barrels of powder, he ſhrugged up 
his ſhoulders, and ſeemed to be terrified with the bare re- 
cital, ſay ing that no ſhips ever came into Canton river 
armed in that manner; adding, that he durſt not ſet down 
the whole of this force, leſt it ſhould too much alarm the 
Regency. After he had finiſhed his enquiries, and was 
preparing to depart, he deſired to leave the two Cuſtom- 
houſe —_—_ behind him; on which the Commodore told 
him, that though as a man of war he was prohibited from 
trading, and had nothing to do with cuſtoms or duties of 
23 any kind, yet, for the ſatisfaction of the Chineſe, he would 
permit two of their people to be left on board, who might 
. themſelves be witneſſes how punQually he ſhould comply 
with his inſtructions. The officer ſeemed amazed when 


Mr. An ſon mentioned being exempted from all duties, and 
8 told 
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old him, that the Emperor's duty muſt be paid by all ſhips 
that came into his poris: And it is ſuppoſed, that, on this 
occaſion,” private directions were given by him to the 


Chineſe Pilot, not to carry the Commodore through the 4 
Bocca Tigrit; which makes it neceſſary more particular- F 


, y to de ſeribe that entrance. | 1455 
: The Bocca Tigris is a narrow paſſage, little more than 
e muſquet-ſhot over, formed by two points of land, on each 
h of which-there is a fort, that on the ſtarboard- ſide being a 
h battery on the water's edge, with eighteen embraſures,, 
h but where there were no more than twelve iron cannon, 
e mounted, ſeeming to be four or ſix pounders ; the fort 
h on the larboard- ſide is a large caſtle, reſembling thoſe old 
: buildings which here in England we often find diſtinguiſh», 
d ed by that dame; it is fituated'on à high rock, and did 
t not appear to be. furniſhed with more than eight or ten 
5 cannon, none of which were ſuppoſed to exceed ſix poun- 
: ders, Theſe are the defences, which ſecure the river of 
r Canton; and yyhich the Chineſe (extremely defective in all 
] military (kill) have imagined were ſufficient to prevent 
; any enemy from forcing his way through. 
But it is obvious from the deſcription; of theſe forts, 
| that they could. have given no obſtruction to oh Anſon's 
paſſage, even if they had been well ſupplied with gunners. 2 
and ſtores z and therefore, though the Pilot, aſter the Chi- 3 
] reſe officer had been on board, retuſed at firſt to take charge 4 
of the ſhip, till he had leave from the forts, yet as it was 
) neceſſary to get through without any delay, for fear of 
: the bad weather which was hourly expected, the Commo- 
doe weighed on the 15th, and ordered the Pilot to carry L 
| him by the forts, threatening. him that, if the ſhip ran a? 
ground, he would inſtantly hang him up at the yard-arm. | 
| The Pilot, awed by theſe threats, carried the ſhip through 43 
ſafely, the forts not attempting to diſpute the paſſage. In- 4 
| deed the poor Pilot did not eſcape the reſentment of his L 
| countrymen, for when be,came on ſhore, he was ſeized and 
ſent to priſon, and-was rigoroully diſciplined withthe bam- 
boo. However he found means to get at Mr. 4n/on after- 3 
wards, to defire of him ſome recompence for the chaſtiſe- 42 
ment he had undergone, and of which he then carried very 
ſignificant marks about him; and Mr. An ſan, in commiſe- 
ration of his ſufferings, gave him ſuch a ſum of money, as 
| would at any time have inticed a Chineſe to have under- 1 
gone a dozen baſtanadings. 25 Nor 3 
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Nor was the Pilot the only perſon that ſuffered on this 
occaſion ; for the Commodore f05n after feeing ſome royal 


junks paſs by him from Bocca Tigris towards Canton he 


learnt, on enquiry, that the Mandarine commanding the 
forts was a priſoner on board them; that he was already 
turned out, and was now carrying to Canton, where it 
was expected he would be ſeverely puniſhed for having 


permitted the ſhips to paſs ; and the Commodore urging 


the unreaſonableneſ of this procedure, from the inab lity 
of the forts to have done otherwiſe, explaining ts the Cli- 


oO great ſuperiotity his ſhips would have had over 


the forts, by the number and fize of their guns, the Cb 
neſe ſeemed io acquieſce in his reaſoning,” and allowed 


that their forts could not have ſtopped bim; but they 


fill aſſerted, that the Mandarine would infallibly ſuffer, 
for not having done, what all his judges were convinced 


was impoſſible. To ſuch indefenſible abſurdities are thoſe 
obliged to ſubmit, who think themſelves concerned to 


ing. But to return: eee 

On the 16th of Fuly the Commodore ſent his ſecond 
Lieutenant to Canton, with a leiter to the Viceroy, in- 
forming him of the reaſon of the Centurion's putting into 
that port ; and that the Commodore himſelf ſoon pro- 

ſed to repair to Canton, to pay a viſit to the Viceroy. 

he Lieutenant was very civilly received, and was pro- 
mie that an anſwer ſhould be ſent to the Commodore 
the next day. In the mean time Mr. Anſon gave leave to 
ſeveral of the officers of the galeon to go to Canton, they 
engaging their parole to return in two days. When theſe 


ſupport their authority, when the neceſſary force is want- 


priſoners got to Canton, the Regency ſent for them, and. 
examined them, enquiting particularly by what means 
they had fallen into Mr. Anſon's power. And on this oc- 


caſion the priſoners were honeſt enough to declare, that 
as the Kings of Great Britain and of Spain were at war, 
they had propoſed to themſelves the taking of the Cen- 
turion, and had bore down upon her. with that view, 


but that the evert had been contrary to their hopes: 
However, they acknowledged that-they had been treat- 
ed by the Commodore, much better than they be- 
lieved they ſhould have treated him, had he fallen into 

their hands This confeſſion from an enemy had great 
weight with the Chineſe, who, till then, though they had 
ES revered 
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rerered the Commodore's power, had yet ſuſpected his 
motals, and had conſidered him rather as a lawleſs free- 
booter, than as one commiſſioned by the State for the 
revenge of public injuries. But they now changed their 
opinion, and regarded him as a more important per- 
ſon ; to which perhaps the vaſt treaſure of his prize 
might not a little contribute ; the acquiſition of wealth 
being a matter greatly adapted to the eſtimation and re- 
verence of the Chineſe Nation. | 

In this examination of the Spaniſh priſoners, though- 
the Chineſe had no reaſon in the main to doubt of . 
account which was given them, yet there were two cir- 
cumſtances which appeared to them fo ſingular, 5 de- 
ſerve a more ample explanation ; one of them was the 
great diſproportion of men between the Centurion and 
the galeon ; the other was the humanity, with which 
the people of the galeon were treated after they were. 
taken. The Mandarines therefore aſked the 'Spanj- 
ards, how they came to be. overpowered by ſo inferior 
a force; and how it happened, ſince the two nations 
were at war, that they were not put to death when 
they came into the hands of the Enghſb, To the fiſt 
of theſe enquiries the Spaniards replied, that tho' they 
had more hands than the Centurion, yet ſhe being in- 
tended ſolely for war had a great ſuperiority in the fize _ 
cf her guns, and in many other articles, over the galeon, 
which was a veſſel fitted out principally for traffic: 
And as to the ſecond queſtion, they told the Chineſe, 
that amongſt the nations of Europe, it was not cuſtomary 
to put to death thoſe who. ſubmitted ; though they rea- 
dily owned, that the Commodore, from the natural bias 
of his temper, had treated both them and their coun- 
trymen, who had formerly been in his power, with very 
unuſual courteſy, much. beyond what they could have 
expected, or than was required by the cuſtoms eftabliſhe. 
ed between nations at war with each other. Theſe re- 
plies fully ſatisfied the Chineſe, and at the ſame time 
wrought very powerſully in the Commodore's fayour. 

Oa the 2oth of July, in the morning, three Manda- 
rines, with a great number of boats, and a vaſt retinue, 
came on board the Centurion, and delivered to the Com- 
modore the Viceroy of Canton's order for a daily ſupply 
of proviſions, and for Pilots to carry the ſhips up the 
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river as ſar as the ſecond bar; and at the ſame time 
they delivered him a meſſage from the Viceroy, in an- 
ſwer to the letter ſent to Canton. The ſubſtance of the 
meſſage was, that the Viceroy deſired to be excuſed 
from receiving the Commodore's viſit, during the then 
exceſſive hot weather; becauſe the aſſembling the Man- 
darines and ſoldieis, neceſſary to that ceremony, would 
Frove extremely inconvenient and fatiguing ; but that in 
September, when the weather would be more temperate, 
he ſhould be glad to ſee both the Commodore himſelf, 
and the Engliſh Captain of the other ſhip, that was with 
him. As Mr, Anſon knew that an expreſs had been diſ- 
patched to the Court of Pekin, with an account of the 
Centurion and her prize being arrived in the river of Can- 
ten, he had no doubt, but the principal motive for put- 
ting off this viſit was, that the Regency at Canton might 
gain time to receive the Emperor's inſtructions, about 
their behaviour on this unuſual] affair. TE 
When the Mandarines had delivered their meſſage, 
they began to talk to the Commodore about the duties 
to be paid by his ſhips ; but he immediately told rkem, 
that he would never ſubmit to any demand of that kind; 
that as he neither brought any merchandize thither, nor 
intended to carry any away, he could not be reaſonably 
deemed to be within the meaning of the Emperor's or- 
ders, which wete doubtleſs calculated for trading veſſels 
only, adding, that no duties were ever demanded of 
men of war, by nations accuſtomed to their reception, 
and thar his Maſter's orders expreſsly forbid him from 
paying any acknowledgment for his ſhips anchoring in 

any port whatever. | | 5 
The Mandarines being thus cut ſhort on the ſubject 
of the duty, they ſaid they had another matter to menti- 
on, which was the only remaining one they had in charge; 
this was a requelt to the Commodore, that he would re- 
leaſe the pr:toners he had taken on board the galeon ; for 
that the Viceroy of Canton apprehended the Emperor, 
bis Maſter, might be diſpleaſed, if he ſhould be informed, 
that perſons, who were his allies, and carried on a great 
commerce with his ſubjects, were under confinement in 
his dominions. Mr, Anſon was himſelf extremely deſi- 
rous to get rid of the Spaniards, having, on his fiſt arii- 
val, ſent about an hundred of them io Macao, and _ 
who 
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who remained, which were near four hundred more, 
were, on many accounts, a great incunibrance to him. 
However, to inhance the favour, he at fit raiſed ſome 
difficulties ; but permitting bimſelf to be prevailed on, 
he at laſt told the Mandarines, that to ſhew his readineſs 
to oblige the Viceroy, he would releaſe the priſoners 
whenever they, the Chineſe, would ſend boats to fetch 
them off, This matter being thus adjuſted, the Manda- 
rines de parted; and, on the 28th of Fuly, two Chineſe junks 
were ſent from Canton, to take on board the priſoners, 
and to carry them to Macao. And the Commodore, a- 
greeable to his promiſe, diſmiſſed them all, and ordered 
his Purſer to ſend with them eight days proviſion for 
their ſubſiſterice, during their ſailing down the river; 
this being diſpatched, the Centurion and her prize came 
to her moorings, above the ſecond bar, where they pro- 
poſed to continue till the monſoon ſhifted. rr 

Though the ſhips, in conſequence of the Viceroy's per- 
mit, found no difficulty in purchafing proviſions for their 
daily conſumption, yet it was impoſſible for the Commo- 
dore to proceed to England, without laying in a large quan- 
tity both of proviſions and ſtores for his uſe, during the 
voyage: The r this ſupply was attended with 
much embarraſſment; for there were people at Canton 
who had undertaken to furniſh him with biſcuit, and what- 
ever elſe he wanted; and his Linguiſt, towards the middle 
of September, had aſſured him, from day to day, thatall was 
ready, and would be ſent on board him immediately. But 
a fortnight being elapſed, and nothing being brought, the 
Commodore ſent to Canton to enquire more particularly in- 
to the reaſons of this diſappointment : And he had foon the 
vexation to be informed, that the whole was an alluſion ; 
that no order had been procured from the Viceroy, to fur- 
niſh him with his ſea-ſtores, as bad been pretended ; that 
there was no biſcuit baked, nor any one of the articles in 
readineſs, which had been promiſed him; ner did it ap- 
pear, that the Contractors had taken the leaſt ſtep to com- 


ply with their agreement. This was moſt difagreeable _ I 
news, and made it ſuſpected, that the furniſhing the > 


Centurion for her return to Great-Britain might prove a 
more troubleſome matter than had been hitherto ima- 
gined ; eſpecially too, as the month of September was 
nearly elapſed, without Mr. Anſon's having received any 
meſſage from the Viceroy of Canton. And. 
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And here perhaps it might be expected that ſome ſa- 
tisfactory account ſhould be given of the motives of the 
Chineſe for this faithleſs procedure. But as I have alrea- 
dy, 1a a former chapter, made ſome kind of conjec- 
tures about a ſimilar event, I ſhall not repeat them again 
ia this place, but ſhall obſerve, that after all, it may per- 
” haps be impoſſible for an European, ignorant of the cuſ- 
toms and manners of that nation, to be folly apprized of 
the real incitements of this behaviour. Indeed, thus 
much may undoubtedly be aſſerted, that in artifice, ſal- 
| ſhood, and an attachment to all kinds of Jucre, many of 
the Chineſe are difficult to be paralleled by any other 
people ; but then the combination of theſe talents and the 
manner in which they are applied in particular emergen- 
cies, are often beyond the reach of a Foreigner's pene- 
tration: So that tho' it may be ſafely concluded, that 
the Chineſe had ſome intereſt in thus amuſing the Com- 
modore, yet it may not be eaſy to aſſign the individual 
views by which they were influenced, And that I may 
not be thought too ſevere in aſcribing to this Nation a 
fraudulent and ſelfiſh turn of temper, ſo contrãdictory to 
the character given of them in the legendary accounts 
of the Roman Miſſionaries, I ſhall here mention an extra- 
ordinary tranſaction or two, which I hope will be ſome 
kind of confirmation to what I have advanced. 
When the Commodore lay firſt at Macao, one of his. 
officers, who had been extremely ill, defired leave of him 
to go on ſhore every day on a neighbouring Iſland, ima- 
gining that a walk upon the land would contribute great- 
ly to the reſtoring of his health: The Commodore weuld 
have difſuaded him, ſuſpecting the tricks of the Chineſe, 
but the officer continuing importunate, inthe end the boat 
was ordered to carry him. The firſt day he was put on 
- ſhore he took his exercile, and returned without receiv- 
ing any moleſtation, or even ſeeing any of. the inhabi- 
| tants ; but the ſecond day he was aſſaulted, ſoon after 
* his arrival, by a great number of Chineſe who had been 
1 hoeing rice in the neighbout hood, and who beat him fo 
>” _ violently with the handles of their hoes, that they ſoon 
laid him on the ground incapable of refiftance ; after 
which they robbed him, taking from him his ſword, the 
hilt of which was ſilver, his money, his watch, gold-headed © 
cane, ſnuff:box, ſleeve- buttons, and hat, with ſeveral 
18 bother 
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other trinkets : In the mean time the boat's crew, who 
were at ſome little diſtance, and had ro arms of any kind 
with them, were incapable of giving him any aſſiſtance: 
till at laſt one of them flew on the fellow who had the 
ſword in his poſſeſſion, and wreſting it out of his hands 
drew it, 'and 'with it was Preparing to fall on the Chineſe, 
' ſome of whom he could not have failed of killing; but the 
officer, perceiving what he was about, immediately order- 
ed him to defiſt, thinking it more prudent to ſubmit to 
the preſent violence, than to embroil his Commodore in 
an inextricable ſquabble with the Chineſe Government, 
by the death of their ſubjeQs ; which calmneſs in this 
Gentleman was the more meritorious, as be was known 
to be a perſon of an uncommon ſpirit, and of a ſome- 
what baſty temper : By this means the Chineſe recovered: 
the poſſeſſion of the ſword, which they ſoon perceived 
was prohibited to be made uſe of againit them, and car- 
ried off their whole booty unmoleſted No fooner were 
they gone, than a Chinefe on horſeback, very well dreſ- 
ſed, and who had the air and appearance of a Gentle- 
man, came down ts the ſhore, and, as far as could be 
underſtood by his ſigns, ſeemed to cenſure the conduct 
of his countrymen, and to commilerate the officer, being 
wonderfully officious to aſſiſt in getting him on board 
the boat. But notwithſtanding this behaviour, it was 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected that he was an accomplice in the theft, 
and time fully evinced the juſtice of thoſe ſuſpicions. 
When the boat returned on board, and reported what 
had paſſed to the Commodore, he immediately complain 
ed of it to the Mandarine, who attended to fee his ſhip 
ſupplied; but the Mandarine coolly replied. that the boat 
ought not to have gone on ſhore, promiſing, however, 
that if the thieves could be found out, they ſhould be 
pun ſhed ; though it appeared plain enough, by his man- 
ner of anſwering, that he would never give hunſelf any 
trouble in ſearching them out. Hewever, a conſidera- 
ble time afterwards, when ſome Chineſe boats were ſellin 
proviſions to the Centurion, the perſon who had wreſted | 
the ſword from the Chineſe came with great eagerneſs to 
the Commodore, to aſſure him that one of the principal 
thieves was then in a proviſion- boat along fide the ſhip ; 
and the officer, who had been robbed, viewing the fel- 
low on this report, and well remembering his face, orders 
Nei. ä x Were 
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were immediately given to ſeize him; and he was ac- 
cordingly ſecured on board the ſhip, where ſtrange diſco- 

veries were now made. e 1479 o49 
This thief, on his being firſt 'apprehended, expreſſed 
ſo much fright in his countenance, that it was feared be 
would have died upon the ſpot ; the Mandarine too, who 
attended the ſhip, had viſibly no ſmall ſhare of concern on 
the occaſion. Indeed he had reaſon enough to be alarmed, 
ſince it was ſoon evinced, that he had been privy to the 
whole robbery; for the Commodore declaring that he 
would not deliver up tbe thief, but would himſelf order 
him to be ſhot, the Mandarine immediately put) off the 
magiſterial air, with which he had at firſt pretended to 
demand him, and begged his releaſe in the moſt abje& 
manner: And the Commodore appearing inflexible, there 
came on board, in leſs than two hours time, five or fix 
of the neighbouring Mandarines, who all joined in the 
ſame intreaty, and with a view of. facilitating their ſuit, 
offered a large ſum of money for the. fellow's liberty. 
Whilſt they were thus ſoliciting, it was diſcovered: that 
the Mandarine, who was the moſt active amongſt them, 
and who ſeemed to be moſt intereſted in the event, was 
the very Gentleman who came to the officer, juſt aſter 
the robbery, and who pretended to be ſo much diſpleaſ- 
ed with the villainy of his countrymen. And, on fur- 
tber inquiry it was found, that he was the Mandarine of 
the Iſland; and that be had, by the authority of his of- 
fice, ordered the Peaſants to commit that infamous acti- 
on. And it ſeemed, as far as could be collected from the 
broken hints which were caſually thrown out, that he 
and his brethren, who were all privy to the tranſaRtian, 
were terrified with the fear of being called before the tri- 
bunal at Canton, where the firſt article of their puniſſi- 
ment would be the ſtiipping them of all they were worth; 
though their judges (however ſond of infl:Qing a chaſtiſe- 
ment ſo lucrative to themſelves) were perhaps of as taint- 
ed a complexion as the delinquents. Mr. Anſon was not 
diſpleaſed to have caught the «Chineſe in this dilemma ; 
and he entertained himſelf for ſome time with their per- 
plexity, rejecting their money with ſcorn, appearing in- 
exorable to their prayers, and giving out that the thief 
ſhould certainly be ſhot ; but as he then foreſaw that he 
ſhould be forced to take ſhelter in their ports a ſecond 
time, 
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time, when the influence he might hereby acquire over 
the Magiſtrates would be of great ſervice to hun, he at 
length permitted himſelf to be perſuaded, and as a favour 
releaſed his priſoner, but not till the Mandarine had col- 
lected and returned all that had been ſtolen from the of- 
ficer, even to the minuteſt trifle. | 611 

But notwithſtanding this inſtance of the good intelli- 
gence between the magiſtrates and criminals, the ſtrong 
addiction of the Chineſe to lucre often prompts them to 
break through this awful confederacy, and puts them on 
defrauding the authority that protects them of its proper 
quota of the pillage. For not long after the above - men- 
tioned tranſaction, (the former Mandarine, attendant on 
the ſhip ; being, in the mean time, relieved by another) 
the Commodore loſt a top-maſt from his ſtern, which, 
after the moſt diligent inquiry, could not be traced: 'Ag 
it was not his own, but had been borrowed at Macas to 
heave down by, and was not to be replaced in that part 
of the world, he was extremely deſirous to recover it, 
and publiſhed a conſiderable reward to any who would: 
bring it him again. There were ſuſpicions from the firſt 
of its being ſtolen, which made him conclude a reward 
was the likelieſt method of getting it back: According» 
ly, ſoon after, the Mandarine told him, that ſome of his, 
the Mandarine's people, had found the top-matt, deſir- 
ing the Commodore to ſend his boats to fetch it, which 
being done, the Mandarine's people received the pro- 
miſed reward; but the Commodore told the Mandarine, 
that he would make him a preſent beſides, for the care he 
bad taken in directing it to be ſearched for; and accord- 
ingly Mr. 4n/on gave a ſum of money to his Linguiſt, to 
be delivered to the Mandarine; but the Linguiſt know- 
ing that the people had been paid, and ignorant that a 
ſurther preſent had been promiſed, kept the money him- 
ſelf: However, the Mandarine fully confiding in Mr. 
Anſon's word, and ſuſpecting the Linguiſt, he took occa- 
ſion, one morning, to admire the fize of the Centurion s 
maſts; and thence, on a pretended ſudden recollection, 
he made a digreſſion to the top-maſt which had been 
loſt, and aſked Mr. Anſon if he had not got it again. 
Mr. An/on preſently perceived the bent of this converſa- 
tion, and enquired of him if he had not received the. 
money 
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money from the Linguiſt, and finding he had not, he of- 
fered to pay it him upon the ſpot. But this the Man- 
darine reſufed, having now ſomewhat more in view than 
the ſum which had been detained; For the next day the 
Linguiſt wasſeized,'and was d »ubtleſs mulcted of all he had 
gotten in the Commodore's ſervice, which was ſuppoſed to 
> belittle leſs than two thouſand dollars; he was beſides fo 
ſeverely baſtinadoed, with the bamboo, that it was with 
difficulty he eſcaped with his life; and when he was up- 
braided by the Commodore (to whom he afterwards came 
begging) with his folly, in riſquing all he had ſuffered for 
fifty dollars, (the preſent intended for the Mandarine) he 
had no other — to make than the ſtrong bias of his Na- 
tion to diſhoneſty, replying, in his broken jargon, Chineſe 
man very grea! rogue truly, but bawe faſhion, no can help. 
It were endleſs to recount all tne artifices, extortions 
; and frauds which were practiſed on the Commodore and 
his people, by this intereſted race, The method of buy- 
ing all things in China being by weight, the tricks made 
uſe of by the Chineſe to increaſe the weight of the pro- 
viſion they ſold io the Centurion, were almoſt incredible, 
One time a large quantity of fowls and ducks being 
| bought for the ſhip's uſe, the greateſt part of them pre- 
| ſently died. This alarmed the people on board with the 
= apprehenſions that they had been killed by poiſon ; but 
on examination it appeared, that it was only owing to 
their being crammed with flones and gravel to increaſe 
their weight, the quantity thus forced into moſt of the 
ducks being found to amount to ten ounces in each. The 
hogs too, which were bought ready killed of the Chineſe 
* Butchers, had water injected into them for the ſame pur- 
4 poſe ; ſo that a carcaſs; hung up all night for the water to 
4 drain from it, hath loſt above a ſtone of its weight; and 
when to avoid this cheat, the hogs were bought alive, it 
was found that the Chineſe gave them ſalt io increaſe their 
thirſt, and having by this means excited them to drink 
great quantities of water, they then took meaſures to pre- 
vent them from diſcharging it again by urine, and fold the 
tortured animal in this inflated ſtate When the Com- 
modore firſt put to ſea from Macao, they practiſed an 
artifice of another kind; for as the Chieſe never object 


to the eating of any {ood that dies of nſelt, they took cn 
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by ſome ſecret practices, that great part of his live ſea” 
ſtore ſhould die in a ſhort time after it was put on boards 
hoping to make a ſecond profit of the dead carcaſſes 
which they expected would be thrown overboard ; and 
two thirds of the hogs dying before the Centurion was out 
of ſight of land, many of the Chineſe boats followed her, 
only to pick up the carrion. -Fheſe inſtances may ſerve 
as a ſpecimen of the manners of this celebrated Nation, 
which is often recommended to the reſt of the world as a 
pattern of all kinds of Jaudable qualities. But to return : 
The Commodore, 'towards the end of September, hav- 
ing found (as has been faid) that thoſe, who had con- 
tracted to ſupply him with ſea- proviſions and ſtoſ es, had 
deceived him, and that the Viceroy had not ſent to him 
according to his promiſe, he ſaw it would be impoſſible 
for him to ſurmount the embarraſſment he was under, 
without going himſelf to Canton, and viſiting the Vice- 
roy z and therefore, on the 27th ef September, he ſent a 
meſlage to the Mandarine, who attended the Centurion, 
to intotm him that he, the Commodore, intended, on 
the firſt of Ofeber, io proceed in his boat to Canton; add< 
ing, that the day aſter he got there, he ſhould notify 
his arrival to the Viceroy, and ſhould defire him to fix a 
time for his audience; to which the Mandarine returned 
no other anfwer, than that he would acquaint the Vice» 
roy with the Commodore's intentions. In the mean 
time all things were prepared for this expedition : And 
the boat's crew in particular, which Mr. Anon propoſed 
to take with him, were clothed in an uniform dreſs, 're- 
ſembling that of the Watermen on the Thames ; they were 
in number eighteen, and a Coxſwain; they had ſcarlet 
jackets and blue ſilk waiſtcoats, the whole trimmed with 
lilver buttons, and with filver badges on their jackets. 
and caps. As it was apprehended, and even aſſerted, 
that the payment of the cuſtomary duties for the Ceniu- 
rion and her p1ize, would be demanded by the Regen- 
cy of Canton, and would be infifted on previous to 
the granting a permiſſion for victualling the ſhip, for her 
ſuture voyage; the Commodore, who was refolved never 
to eſtabliſh 10 diſhonourable a precedent, took all poſ- 
fivle precaution to prevent the Chineſe from facilitating 
the ſucceſs of their unreaſonable pretenſions, by * | 
un 
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hum in their power at Canton : And therefore, for the ſe- 
curity of his ſhip, and the great treaſure on board her, he 
appointed lus fift Lieutenant, Mr. Brett, to be Captain 
ot the Centurion under him, giving him proper inſtructions 


for his condutt ;. direQing him, particularly, if, he; the 


Commodore, ſhould be detained at Canton on' account of 
the duties in diſpute, to take out the men-from the Cen- 
turion's prize, and to deſtroy her; and then to proceed 
down the river through the Bocca Tigris, with the Centu- 
rion alone, and to remain without that entrance, ull he 
received further orders from Mr. Afton. $47 
_ Theſe neceſſary ſteps being taken, which were not un- 
known to the Chineſe, it ſhould ſeem as if their delibera- 
tions were in ſome fort embarraſſed thereby. It is rea ſon- 
able to imagine, that they were in general very deſirous 
of getting the duties to be paid them; not perhaps ſolely 
in conſideration of the amount of thoſe duties, but to keep 
up their reputation for addreſs and ſubtlety, and to avoid 
the imputation of receding from claims, on which they 
had already ſo frequently inſiſted. However, as they new 
foreſaw that they had no other-method of ſucceeding than 
by violence, /and that even againſt this the Commodore 
was prepared, they were at laſt diſpoſed, I conceive, to 
let the affair drop, rather than entangle themſelves in an 
hoſtile meaſure, which they found would only -expoſe 
them to the riſque of having the whole navigation of 
their port deſtroyed, without any certain proſpect of 
gaining their favourite point thereby, + 
However, though there is reaſon to iwagine that theſe 
were their thoughts at that time, yet-they could not de- 
part at once from the evaſive conduct to which they, had 
hitherto adhered. For when the Commodore, on the 
morning of the fi:ſt of October, was preparing to ſet out 
for Canton, his Linguiſt came to him from the Mandarine, 
who attended his ſhip, to tell him that a letter had been 
received from the Viceroy of Canton, deſiring the Com- 
modore to put off his going thither for two or three days: 
But in the afternoon of the ſame day, another Linguitt 
came on board, who, with much ſeeming' fright, told 
Mr. Anſon, th Viceroy had expected him up that day, 
that the Council was aſſembled; and the troops had been 
under arms to receive him,; and that the Viceroy was 
| highly 
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highly offended at the diſappointment, and had ſent the 
Commodore's Linguiſt to priſon chained; ſuppoſing that 
the Whole had been owing to the Linguiſt's negligence, 
This plauſible tale gave the Commodore great concern, 
and made him apprehend that there was ſome treachery 
deſigned him, Which he could not yet fathom ; and 
though it afterwards appeared that the whole was a fic- 
tion, not one article of it having the leaſt foundation, 
yet (for reaſons beft known to thetnſelves) this falſhood 
was ſo well ſupported by the artifices of the Chineſe Mer- 
chants at Canton; that, three days afterwards, the Com- 
modore received a leiter ſigned by all the ſupercargoes 
of the Engliſh ſhips then at that place, expreſſing their 
great uneaſineſs at what had — and, intimating 
their fears that ſome inſult would be offered to his boat, 
if he came thither before the Viceroy was fully ſatisfied 
about the 'miftake. To this letter Mr. Anſon replied, that 
he did not believe thete had been any miſtake, but was 
perſuaded it was a torgery of the Chineſe to prevent his 
viſiting' the Viceroy ; that therefore he would certainly 
come up to Canton on the 1 3th of October, confident that 
the Chineſe would not dare to offer hint an inſult, as well 
knowing it would be properly returned, _ e 
On the rzth of October, the Commodore continuin 

firm to his reſolution, all the fupercargoes of the Engl 
Dam), and Stoedi ſh ſhips came on board the Centurion, to 
accompany hibif to Canton, for Which place be ſet out in 
his barge the fame day, attended by his own boats, and 
by thols of the trading ſhips; which on this occaſion came 
to form his retinue ; and as he paſſed by Wamps, where 
the European veſſels lay, he was ſaluted by all of them but 
the French, and in the evening he arrived ſafely at Can- 
on. His reception at that city, and the moſt material 
tranſactions from henceſorward, till his arrival in Great- 
Britain, ſhall be the ſubject of the enſuing chapter. 


CAF. X. Proceedings at the tity of Canton, and the return 
7 the Centurion 72 England. *7 
THEN the Commodore arrived at Canton, he was 
' viſited by the principal Chineſe Merchants, who af- 
fected to appear very much pleaſed that he had met with 
no obſttuction in getting thither, and who thence 8 
| wil © 
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ed to conclude, that the Viceroy was ſatisfied about the 
former miſtake, the reality of which they till infiſted on; 
they added, that as ſoon as the Viceroy ſhould be informed 
that Mr. An/on was at Canton, (which they promiſed ſhould 
be done the next morning) they were perſuadedaday would 
be immediately appointed for the viſit, which was the prin- 
cipal buſineſs that had brought the Commodore thither. 
The next day the Merchants returned to Mr. Anſon, and 


told him, that the Viceroy was then ſo fully employed in 


preparing his diſpatches for Pekin, that there was no get- 


ting admittance to him for ſome days ; but_that, they had 


engaged one of the officers of his court to give them in- 
formation, as ſoon as he ſhould be at leiſure, when they 
propoſed to notify Mr. An ſen's arrival, and to endeavour 
ro fix the day of audience. The Commodore was by this 
time too well acquainted with their artifices, not to per- 
ceive that this was a falſhood ; and bad he conſulted, only 
his own judgment, he would have applied directly to the 
Viceroy by other hands: But the Chineſe Merchants had ſo 


far prepoſſeſſed the ſupercargoes of our ſhips with chime- 
rical fears, that they (the ſupercargoes) were extremely, ap- 


prehenſive of being embroiled with the Government, and 
of ſuffering in their intereſt, if thoſe meaſures were taken, 
which appeared to Mr. Anſon at that time to be the moſt 
prudential ; And therefore, left the malice and double- 
dealing of the Chineſe might have given rife to ſome ſini- 
ſter incident, which would be afterwards laid at his door, he 


reſolved to continue paſſive, as long as it ſhould appear that. 
he loſt no time, by thus ſuſpending his own opinion. With 


this view, he promiſed not to take any immediate ſtep him- 


ſelf for getting admittance to the Viceroy, provided the 
Chineſe, with whom he contracted for proviſions, would 
let him ſee that his bread was baked, his meat ſalted, and 


his ſtores prepared with the utmoſt ny cam) But, if by 


| ipped off, (which 
it was ſuppoſed would be in about 40 days) the Merchants 


ſhould not have procured the Viceroy's permiſſio 


| | n, then 
the Commodore ge to apply for it himſelf. Theſe 
were the terms Mr, Anſon thought proper to offer, to 
25 the uneaſineſs of the ſupercargoes; and notwith- 

anding the apparent equity of the conditions, many dif- 
ficulties and objections were urged ; nor would the Chineſe 


agree to them, till the Commodore had conſented to pay 


for 
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for every article he beſpoke before it was put in hand. 
However, at laſt the contract being paſt, it was ſome ſatiſ- 
faction to the Commodore to be certain that his prepara- 
tions were now going on, and being himſelf on the ſpot, 
be wok care to haſten them as much as poſſible. 

Duting this interval, in which. the ſtores and proviſions 
were getting ready, the Merchants continually entertain- 
ing Mr. An ſon with accounts of their various endeavours 
to get a licence from the viceroy, and their frequent diſ- 
appointments; which to him was now a matter of amuſe- 
ment, as he was fully ſatisfied there was not one word of 
truth in any thing they ſaid. But when all was compleat- 
ed, and wanted only to be ſhipped; which was about the 
24th of November, at which time too the N. E. monſoon 
was ſet in, he then reſolved to apply himſelf to the Vice- 
roy to demand an audience, as he was perſuaded that, 
without'this ceremony, the procuring a permiſſion to ſend 
his ſtores on board would meet with great difficulty. On 
the 24th of Nowember, thetefore, Mr; Anſonſent one of his 
officers to the Mandarine, who commanded the guard of 
the principal gate of the city of Canton, with a lettet di- 
rected to the viceroy. When this letter was delivered to 
the Mandarine, he received the officer who brought it 
very civilly, and took down the contents of it in Chineſe, 
and promiſed that the Viceroy ſhould be immediately ac- 
quainted with it; but told the officer, it was not neceſſary 
tor him io wait for an anſwer, becauſe a meſſage would 
be ſent to the Commodore himſelf, An n 

On this occaſion Mr. An ſon had been under great diffi- 
culties about a proper. interpreter to ſend with his officer, 
as he was well aware that none of the Chineſe, uſually em- 
ployed as Linguiſts, could be relied on: But he at laſt pre- 
vailed with Mr. Flint an Engliſh Gentleman belonging to 
the factory, who ſpoke Chineſe perſcly well, to accom- 
pany his 7 This perton who upon this occaſion 
and many others was of ſingular ſervice to the Commo- 
dote, had been left at Canton when a youth, by the late 
Captain Rigby. The ere L there to learn the Chineſe 
language was a ſtep taken by that Captain, merely from 


his own perſuaſion of the great advantages which the Ea/ 
India Company might one day receive from an Engliſh in- 
terpreter ; and tho' the utility of this meaſure has greatly 
exceeded all that was expected (rom it, yet I have not * 

| | that 
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that it has been to this day imitated: But we imprudent- 
ly chooſe (except in this ſingle inſtance) to carry on the 
vaſt trnſaQtions of the port of Canton, either by the ridi- 
culous jargon of broken Engliſb, which ſome few of the 
 - Chineſe ha ve learned, or by the ſuſpected interpretation of 
the Linguiſts of other Nations. iN N e 
1 Two days after the ſending the above-mentioned letter, 


3 a fire broke out in the ſuburbs of Canton. On the firſt a- 
larm, Mr. Anſon went thither with his officers, and his 
boat's crew, to aſſiſt the Chineſe. When, he came there, he 
found that it had begun in a failor's ſhed, and that by the 
ſlightneſs of the buildings, and the awkwardnels of the 
Chineſe, it was getting head apace: but he perceived, that 
by pulling down ſome of the adjacent ſheds it might eaſily 
| be extinguiſhed ; and particularly obſerving that it was 
3 running along a wooden corniſh, which would ſoon com- 
municate it to a great diſtance; he ordered his people to 
begin with tearing away that corniſhz this was pre- 
ſently attempted, and would have been ſoon executed; 
but, in the mean time, he was told, that, as there was no 
Manderine there to direct what was to be done, the Chineſe 
would make him, the Commodore, anſwerable for what- 
ever ſhould be pulled down by his orders. On this his peo- 
ple defiſted ; and he ſent them to the Engliſh factory, to 

aſſiſt in ſecuring the company's treaſure and effects, as it 
was eaſy to foreſee that no diſtance was a protection againſt 
the rage of ſuch a fire, where fo little was done to put a 
ſtop to it; for all this time the Chineſe contented themſelves 
with viewing it, and now and then holding one of their 
Idols near it, which they ſeemed to expect ſhould check its 
ogreſs : However, at laſt, a Manderine came out of the 
city, attended by four or five hundred firemen: Theſe 
made ſome feeble efforts to pull down the neighbouring 
houſes ; but by this time the fire had greatly extended it- 
' ſelf, and was got amongſt the Merchants warehouſes ; 
and the , Chineſe firemen, wanting both ſkill and ſpirit, 
were incapable of. checking its violence; ſo that its fury 
encreaſed upon them, and it was feared the whole city 
would be diftroyed. In this general confuſion the Vice- 
roy himſelf came hither, and the Commodore was ſent 
to, and was entreated to afford his aſſiſtance, being told 
that he might take any meaſures he ſhould think moſt 
| | 5 prudent 
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prudent in the preſent emergeney. And now he went 
thither a ſecond. time, carrying with him about forty 
of his people; who, upon this occaſion, exerted them- 
ſelves in ſuch a manner, as in that country was alto- 
ether without example: For they were rather ani- 
matedi than deterred by the flames and falling buildings, 
among which they wrought; fo that it was not un- 
common to ſee the moſt forward of them tumble to 


the ground on the roofs, and amidſt the ruin of houſes, 


which their own efforts brought down with them. By 
their boldneſs and activity the fire was ſoon extinguiſh- 
ed, to the amazement of the Chineſe; and the build- 
ing being all on one floor, and the materials ſlight, the 
ſeamen, notwithſtanding their daring behaviour, hap» 
pily eſcaped with no other injuries, than ſome conſi- 


| derable bruiſes. . 


The fire, though at laſt thus luckily. extinguithed, 
did great miſchief during the time it continued; fat it 
conſumed an hundred ſhops and eleven ſtreets full 
of warehouſes, ſo that the damage amounted io an 
immenſe ſum; and one of the Chineſe Merchants, well 
known to the Engliſh, whoſe name was Succey, was ſup- 
poſed; for his own ſhare, to have loſt near two hundred 
thouſand pounds ſterling. It raged indeed with unuſual 
violence, for in many of the warehouſes, there were 


large quantities of camphire, which greatly, added to its 


fury, and produced a column of excceding white flame; 
which ſhot up into the air to ſuch a-prodigious height; 
that the flame itſelf was plainly ſeen; on board the Cen- 
turion, tho? the was thirty miles diſtant. * 

Whilſt rhe Commodore and his people, were labour- 
icg at the fire, and the terror of its becoming general 
{till poſſeſſed the whole city, {ſeveral of the moſt conſi- 
derable Chineſe Merchants came to Mr, Anſon, to deſire 
that he would let each of them have one of his ſoldiers 
(for ſuch they ſtiled his boat's crew from the uniformity. 
of their dreſs) to guard their warehouſes and: dwelling- 
houſes, which, from the known diſhoneſty of the popu- 


» lace, they feared would be pillaged in the tumult. Mr, 


Anſon granted them this requeit ; and all the men that 


he thus furniſhed to the Chineſe behaved greatly to the 
R ſatisfaction 
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ſatisfaQion of their employers, who. afterwards highly 
applauded their diligence and fidelity... 
- By this means, the refolutiqn. of the Engliſh at the 
fire, and their truſtineſs and punctuality elſew here, was 
the general ſubject of converſation amongſt the Chineſe; 
And, the next morning, many of the principal inhabi- 
tants waited. on the Commodore to thank him for his 
aſſi ſtance; frankly owning to him, that they could ne- 
ver have extinguiſhed the fire of themſelves, and that 
he had ſaved their city from being totally conſumed. 
And ſoon after a meſſage came to the Commodore from 
the Viceroy, appointing the zoth of November for his 
1 audience; which ſudden reſolution of the Viceroy, in 
a matter that had been ſo long agitated in vain, was 
alſo owing to the ſignal ſervices performed by Mr. Anſon 
and his people ac the fire, of which the Viceroy himſelf 
5 had been in ſome meaſure an eye-witneſs. 
7 The fixing this buſineſs of the audience, was, on all 
N accounts, a circumſtance which Mr. Anſon was much 
| pleaſed with; as he was ſatisfied that the ( bineſe Go- 
» vernment would not have determined this point, with: 
cout having agreed among themſelves to give up theit 
pretenſions to the duties they claimed, and to grant him 
all he could reaſonably aſk ;. for as they well knew the 
Commodore's ſentiments, it would have been a piece of 
3 imprudence, not conſiſtent with the refined cunning of 
I the Chineſe, to have admitted him to an audience, only 
to have conteſted with him. And therefore, being him- 
ſelf perfectly eaſy about the reſult of his viſit, he made 
all neceſſary preparations againſt the day ;. and engag*+ 
ed Mr, Flint, whom 1 have mentioned before, to act as 
interpreter in the conference: Who, in this affair, as in 
all others, acquitted himſelf much to the Commodore's 
ſatisfaction; repeating with great boldneſs, and doubr- 
leſs with exactneſs, all that was given in charge, a part 
which no Chineſe Linguiſt would ever have performed 
with any tolerable fidelity. 
At ten o'clock in the morning, on the day appointed, 
a Mandarine came to the Commodore, to let him know 
that the Viceroy was. ready to attend: him; on which 
the Commodore and his retinue immediately ſet out: 
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And as ſoon as he entered the outer gate of the city, he 
found a guard of two hundred ſoldiers drawn up ready 
to attend hin; theſe eonducted him to the great parade 
before the Emperor's palace; where the Viceroy then 
reſided In this parade, a body of troops, to the num 
ber of ten thouſand, were drawn up under arms, and 
made a very fine appearance, being all of 1hem new 
cloathed for this ceremony: And Mr. An/or and his 
retinue having paſſed through the middle of them, he 
was then conducted to the great hall of audience, where 
he found the Viceroy ſeated under a rich canopy in 
the Emperor's chair of State, with all his Council of 
Mandari nes attending: Here there was a vacant ſeat 


prepared for the Commodore, in which he was placed 


on his arrival : He was ranked the third in order from 
the Viceroy, there being above him only the Head of 
the Law, and of the Treaſury, who in the Chineſe Go- 
rernment take place of all military officers, When' * 
the Commodore was ſeated, he addreſſed himſelf to 
the Viceroy by his interpreter, and began with reciting 
the various methods he had formerly taken to get an 
audience; adding that he imputed the delays'he had 
met with, to the inſincerity of thoſe he had employ- 
ed, and that he had therefore no other means left, 
than to ſend, as he had done, his own officer with a 
letter to the gate. On the mention of this the Viceroy 
ſtopped the interpreter, and bid him aſſure Mr. Anſon, 
that the firſt knowledge they had of his being at Can - 
ton, was from that letter, Mr. Anſon then proceeded, 
and told him; that the ſubjects of the King of Great-' 
Britain trading io China had complained to him, the 
Commodore, of the vexatious impoſitions both of the 
Merchants and inferior Cuſtom-houſe officers, to which 
they were frequently neceſſitated io ſubmit, by reaſon 
of the difficulty of getting acceſs to the Mandarines, 
who alone could grand them redreſs: That it was his, 
Mr. Anſon's, duty, as an officer of the King of Great- 
Britain; to lay before the Viceroy theſe grievances of 
the Britiſb ſubjects, which he hoped the Viceroy would 
take into conſideration, and would give orders, that 
for the future there ſhould be no juft reaſon for ow 
s | plaint. 
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laint. Here Mr. An/on pauſed and waited ſome time 
in expeQation of an anſwer ; but nothing being; ſaid, 
he aſked the interpreter it he was certain the Viceroy 
ungerſtood what he h2d urged ; the interpreter, told 
him, he as certain it was underſtood, but he believed 
no reply would be made to it. Mr. Anſon then repre- 


ſented to the Viceroy the caſe of the ſhip, Haſling feld, 


which, having been diſmaſted on the coaſt of ina, 
had arrived in the river of Canton but a few days be- 
fore: The people on board this veſſel had been great 


| ſufferers by the fire; the Captain in particular had all 


his goods burnt, and had loft beſides, in the confuſion, 
a cheſt of treaſure of four thouſand five hundred Tabel, 


which was ſuppoſed to be-ſtolen. by the Chineſe boat- 
men. Mr. Anſon therefore defired that the Captain, 
might have the aſſiſtance of the Government, and it was 
apprehended the money could never be recovered, with 


out the interpolition of the Mandarines, And to this 


requeſt the Viceroy made anſwer, that in ſettling the 


Emperor's cuſtoms for that ſhip, ſome abatement 
ſhould be made in conſideration of her loſſes. 


And now the Commodore having diſparched the bu - 
ſineſs with which the officers of the £a/t-India Company 


had entruſted him, he entered on his own affairs; ac- 
quainting the Viceroy, that the proper ſeaſon was now 


ſet in for returning to Europe, and that he waited only 
for a licence to ihip off his proviſions and ſtores, which 
were all ready; and that as ſoon as this ſhould be grant - 


ed him, and he ſhould have gotten his necefſaries on 


board, he intended to leave the river of Canton, and to. 
make the beſt of his way for England. The Viceroy 
replied to this, that the licence-thould be immediately 
iſſued, and that every thing ſhould be ordered on board 
the following day. And finding that Mr, Anjon had 


nothing farther to inſiſt on, the Viceroy continued the 


converſation. for ſome time, acknowledging. in very 
Civil terms how much the Chineſe were obliged. to him 


for his ſignal ſervices at the fire, and owning that be 
had ſaved the city from being deſtroyed: And then 


obſerving that the Centurion had been a good while on 


their coaſt, he cloſed. their diſcourſe, by wiſhing the 
; Commodore 
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Commodore a good voyage to Europe, After which, 
the Commodore, thanking him for his civility and aſſiſt- 
ance, took his leave. eee . 

As foon as the Commodore was out of the hall of 
audience, he was much preſſed to go into a neighbour- 
ing apartment, where there was an entertainment pro- 
vided ; but finding, on enquiry, that the Viceroy him- 
ſelf was not to be preſent, he declined the invitation, 
and departed, attended in the fame manner as at his 
arrival; only at his leaving the city he was ſaluted by: 
three guns, which are as many as in that country are 
ever fired on any ceremony. Thus the Commodore, 
o his great joy, at laſt finiſhed this troubleſome affair, 
which, for the preceding four months, had given him 
great diſquietude. Indeed he was highly pleaſed with 
procuring a licence for the ſhipping of his ſtores and 
proviſions ; for thereby he was enabled to return to 
Great. Britain with the firſt of the monſoon, and to 
prevent all intelligence of his being expected: But this, 
though a very important point, was not the circumſtance 
which gave him the greateſt ſatisfaction; for he was 
more particularly attentive to the authentic precedent 
eftabliſhed on this occaſion, by which his Majeſty's 
ſhips of war are for the future exempted from all de- 
mands of duty. in any of the ports of China. 

In purſuance of the promiſes of the Viceroy, the pro- 
viſions were begun to be ſent on board the day after the 
audience; and, four days after, the Commodore em- 
barked at Canton for the Centurion ; and, on the 7th of 
December, the Centurion and her prize unmoored, and 
ſtood down the river, paſſing through the Bocca Tigris 
on the 1oth. And on. this occaſion I muft obſerve, 
that the Chineſe had taken care to man two forts on 
each ſide. of that, paſſage, with as many men as they 
could well contain, the greateſt part of them armed 
with pikes and matck. ck muſquets. Theſe garriſons 
affected to ſhew themſelves as much as poſſible to the 
ſhips, and were doubilels intended to induce Mr. An- 
/on to think more reverently thar. be had hitherto done 
of the Chineſe military power: For this purpoſe they 
were equipped with much parade, having a great num- 
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ber of colours expoſed to view; and on the caſtle in 
particular there were laid conſiderable heaps of large 
ſtones; and a ſoldier of unuſual ſize, dreſſed in very 
ſightly armour, ſtalkt about on the parapet with a bat- 
tle-ax in his hand, endeavouring to put on as import- 
ant and martial an air as poſſible, though ſome of the 
obſervers on board the Centurion ſhrewdly ſuſpeRed, 
from the appearance of his armour, that initead of 
ſteel, it was compoſed only of a particular kind of 
glittering paper, ' F 
The Centurion and her prize being now without the 
river of Canton, and conſequently upon the point of 
leaving the Chineſe juriſdiction, I beg leave, before 1 
quit all mention of the Chineſe affairs, to ſubjoin a few 
remarks on the diſpoſition and genius of that extraor- 
dinary people. And though it may be ſuppoſed, that 
obſervations made at Canton only, a place ſituated in 
the corner of the Empire, are very imperfe& materials 
on which to found any general concluſions, yet as thoſe 
who have had opportunities of examining the inner 
parts of the coumry, have been evidently influenced 
by very ridiculous prepoſſeſſions, and as the tranſac- 
tions of Mr. Anſon with the Regency of Canton were 
of an uncommon nature, in which many circumſtances 
occurred, different perhaps from any which have hap- 
pened before, I hope the following reflections, many 
of them drawn from theſe incidents, will not be alto- 
gether unacceptable to the Reader. Tr Ds: i; 
That the Chineſe are a very ingenious and induſtri- 


ous people, is ſufficiently evinced from the great num: 
ber of curious manufactures which are eſtabliſhed 
amongſt them, and which are eagerly ſought for by the 
moſt diſtant nations; but tho” ſkill in the handicraft 
arts ſeems to be the moſt important qualification of this 
people, yet their talents therein are but of a ſecond- 
rate kind; for they are much outdone by the Japaneſe 

in thoſe manufactures which are common to both 
countries ; and they are in numerous inſtances incapable 
of rivalling the mechanic dexterity of the Europeans. 
Indeed, their principal excellency ſeems to be in imi- 


tation; and they accordingly labour under that borer 
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of genius, which conſtantly attends all ſeryile_imita- 
tors. This is moſt conſpicuous in works which require 


great truth and accuracy; as in clocks, watches, fire- 


arms, Cc, for in all theſe, though they can copy the 


different parts, and can form ſome reſemblance of the. 


whole, yet they never could arrive at ſuch a ien 
in their fabric, as was neceſſary to produce the deſired 
effect. And if we paſs from their manufactures to 
artiſts of a ſuperior claſs, as painters, ſtatuaries, Ic. in 


theſe matters they ſeem to be ſtill more defective, their 


painters, though very numerous and in great eſteem, 


rarely ſucceeding in the drawing or calouring human 


figures, or in the grouping of large compoſitions, and 
though in flowers and birds their performances are 
much more admired, yet even in theſe ſome part of, 
the merit is rather to be imputed to the native bright- 
neſs and excellence of the colours, than to the ſkill, of 
the painter; fince it is very unuſual to ſee the light 


and ſhade juſtly and naturally handled, or to find that 


eaſe and grace in the drawing, which are to be met 
with in the works of European artiſts. la ſhort, there 


is a ſtiffneſs and minuteneſs in moſt of the Chineſe 


productions, which are extremely diſpleaſing; and jt 


may perhaps be aſſerted with great truth, that theſe 


defects in their arts are intirely owing to the peculiar 
turn of the people, among whom nothing great or 
ſpirited is to be met wii. 8 
If we next examine the Chineſe literature, (taking 
our accounts from the writers, who have endeavoured 
to repreſent it in the moſt favourable ligh!) we ſhall 
find, that on this head their obſtinacy and abſurdity 


are moſt wonderful: For though, for many ages, they 
have been ſurrounded by nations, io whom the uſe of 


letters was familiar, yet they, the Chineſe alane, have 
hitherto neglected to avail themſelves of that almoſt 
divine inveation, and have continued to adhere to the 
rude and inartificial method of repreſenting words by 
arbitrary marks; a method which neceffarily renders 
the number of their characters too great for human 
memory to manage, makes writing to be an art that 
requires prodigious application, and in which no man 
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can be otherwiſe than partially ſkilled, ; whilſt all read - 
ing, and underſtanding of what is written, is attended 
with infinite obſcurity and confuſion; for the connex- 
ion between theſe. marks, and the words they repreſent, 
cannot be retained in books, but muſt be delivered 
down from age to age by oral tradition: And how un- 
certain this muſt prove in ſuck a complicated ſubject, 
is ſufficiently obvious to thoſe who have attended to 
the variation which all verbal relations undergo, when 
they are tranſmitted through three or four hands only. 
Hence it is eaſy to conclude, that the hiſtory and in- 
ventions of paſt. ages, recorded by theſe perplexed, 
ſymbols, muſt frequently prove unintelligible ; and 
conſequently the learning and boaſted antiquity of the 
Naiion muſt, in numerous inſtances, be extremely 
problematical. | head | 
But we are told by ſome of the Miſſionaries, that 
though the ſkill of the Chineſe in ſcience is indeed much 
inferior to that of the Europeans, yet the morality and 
. juſtice taught and practiſed by them are moſt exempla- 
ry. And trom the deſcription given by ſoine-of theſe 
good fathers, one ſhould be induced io believe, that 
the whole Empire was a well-governed affectionate fa- 
mily, where the only contents were, who ſhould exert 
the molt humanity and beneficence : But, our preced- 
ing relation of the behaviour of the Magiſtrates, Mer- 
chants and Tradeſmen at Canton, ſufficiently refutes 
-theſe jeſuitical fictions. And as to their theories of 
morality, if we may judge from the ſpecimens exhi- 
bited in the works of the Miſſionaries, we ſhal! find, 
them ſolely employed in recommending ridiculous at- 
tachments to certain immaterial points, inſtead of diſ- 
cuſſing the proper criterion, of human actions, and 
regulating the general conduct of mankind to one 
another, on reaſonable and equitable principles. In- 
deed, the only pretenſion of the CHineſe to a more re- 
fined morality than their neighbours, is, founded, not 
on their integrity or beneficence, but ſolely on the af- 
fected evenneſs of their demeanor, and their, conſtant 
attention to ſuppreſs all ſymptoins of paſſion and vio- 
lence, But it muſt be conſidered, that hypocriſy and 
| fraud 
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fraud are often no leſs miſchievous, to the general 
intereſts of mankind, than impetyoſity and vehemence 
of temper: fince theſe, though uſvally liable to the im- 
putation of imptudence, do not exclude ſincerity, bene- 
volence, re ſolution, nor many other laudable qualities. 
And: perhaps, if this matter was examined to the; bot- 
rom; it would appear, that the calm and patient turn 
of the Cbineſe, on which, they ſo much value them- 
ſelves, and which diſtinguiſhes the Nation from all 
others, is in reality the ſource of the moſt exceprionable 
part: of their charadter: for it has been often obſerved 
by thoſe who have attended to the. nature of mankind, 
that it is diſñcult to curb the moſt robuſt and violent 
paſſions, without augmenting, at the, ſame time, the. 


torge, of the ſelfiſh, ones; do that the timidity, diſſi- 


mulation and. diſhoneſty of the Chineſe, may, in ſome 
ſort, be, owing to the compoſure, and external decency, 
ſo univerſa; ly, prevailing i in that Empire, 

Thus much for the general diſpoſition of the peo- 
pe: But l cangot diſmiſs this ſubject, without adding 
a few words about the Chineſe Government, that too 
having been the ſubje of boundleſs panegyric. And 
on, this bead I .my{t obſerve, that the favourable ac- 
counts often-given,ol tbeir prudent regulations for the 
adminiſtration of their domeſtic. affairs, are ſufficiently 
confuted by their tranſaQtions with Mr. Anſon : For we 
have ſeen that their Magittrates are.corrupt, their peo- 


ple thieviſh, and their, tribunals crafty and yenal. Nor 


is. the conſtitution of the Empire, or the general orders. 
of the State leſs liable to exception: Since that form 


of Goverament, which does got in the firſt place pro- 


vide for the ſecurity of the public againſt the enter- 


prizes of foreign powers, is certainly a molt defective 


inſtitution: And yet this populous, this rich and ex- 


tenſive country, fo pompoully celebrated for its refined 


wiſdom and policy, was conquered about an age ſince 
by an handful pf Tertars ; and even now, by the cow- 


ardice of the inhabitants, and the want of proper mi- 


litary regulations, i it continues expoſed, not only to the 
attempis of ag potent State, but to the ravages of 
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every petty Invader, I have already obſerved, on oc- 
caſion of the Commodore's diſputes with the Chineſe, 
that the Centurion alone was an overmatch ſor all the 


E naval power of that Empire: This pethaps may ap“ 
pear an extraordinary pohtion ; but to render it un- 


queſtionable, there is exhibited in the forty ſecond 


Plate, the draught of two of the veſſels made uſe of 


by the Chineſe. The firſt of theſe marked (A), is a 


junk of about a hundred and twenty tuns burthen, 


and was what the Centurion hove down by; theſe are 


. moſt uſed in the great riters, though they ſometimes 


ſerve for ſmall cgaſting voyages: The other junk mark- 
ed (B), is about/two hundred and eighty tuns burthen, 
and is of the ſame form with thoſe in which they trade 


to Cochiachina, Manila, Batavia and . though 
ch lar 


ſome of their. trading veſſels are of a mu ger Nize; 
its head, which is repreſented at (C), is perfectly flat; 
and when the veſſel is deep laden, the ſecond or third 
plank of this flat ſurface is oft-times under water. 
The maſts, fails, and rigging of theſe veſſels are ruder 
than they're built; for their maſts are made of trees, 


no otherwiſe faſhioned than by barking them, and lop- 
ping off their branches: Each mait has only two ſhrouds 


made of twiſted rattan, which are often both ſhifred 
to the water fide; and the halyard, when the yard is 
up, ſerves inſtead of a third ſhroud, The fails are 
made of matt, ſtrengthened every three feet by an ho- 
rizontal rib of bamboo; they run upon the maſt with 
hoops, as is repreſented in the Figure, and when they 
are lowered down they fold upon the deck. Theſe 
merchantmen carry no cannon ; and it appears, from 
this whole deſcription, that they are utterly incapable 
of reſiſting any European armed veſſel. Nor is the ſtate 
provided with ſhips of conſiderable force, or of a better 
fabric, to prote them : For at Canton, where doubtleſs 
their priacipal naval power is ſtationed, we ſaw no 
more than four men of war junks, of about three hun- 
dred tuns burthen, being of the make already deſcribed. 
and mounted only with eight or ten guns, the largeſt 
of which did not exceed a four pounder, This may 
ſuffice to give an idea of the defenceleſs ſtate of the 
Chineſe 
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Chineſe empire. But it is time to return, to the Com- 
moore, whom 1 left. with his two ſhips without the 
Bocca Tigris; and who, on the 42th. of December, an- 
chored before the town of Macs. 
Whilſt the ſhips lay here, the Merchants of Macao 
finiſhed their agreement for the galeon, for which they 
had offered 6000 dollars; this was much ſhort of her 
value, but the impatience of the Commodore to get 
to ſea, to which the merchants. were no ſtrangers, 
_ prompted them to inſiſt on ſo unequal a bargain Mr. 
Anſon had learnt enough from the Engliſh at Canton to 
conjeQture,. that the war betwixt Great Britain and 
Spain was ſtill continued; and that probably the French 
might engage in the aſſiſtance of Spain, before he could 
arrive in Creat-Britain; and therefore, knowing. that 
no intelligence could get to Europe of the prize he had 
taken, and the treaſure he had on board, till the re- 
turn of the merchantmen from Canton, he was reſolv- 
ed to make all poſſible expedition in getting back; that 
he might be himſelf the. firſt meſſenger of his own good 
fortune, and might thereby prevent the enemy from 
forming any projects to intercept him: For theſe rea- 
ſons, he, to avoid all delay, accepted of the ſum of- 
fered to the galeon; and ſhe being delivered to the 
merchants the 15th of December 1743, the Centurion, 
the ſame day, got under ſail, on her return to England. 
And, on the 3d of January, ſhe. came to an anchor at 
Prince's-Ifland, in the Streights of Sunda, and continu» 
ed there wooding and watering till the 8th; when ſhe 
weighed and ſtood for the Cape of Good Hope, where, 
on the 11th of March, the anchored at Table- Bay. 
The Cape of Good- Hope is ſituated in a temperate 
climate; where the exceſſes of heat and cold are rarely 
known; and the Dutch inhabitants, who are numerous, 
and who here retain their native induſtry, have ſtock» 
ed it with prodigious plenty of all ſorts of fruits and 
proviſions ; moſt of which, either from the equality 
of the ſeaſons, or the peculiarity of the ſoil, are more 
delicious in their kind than can be met with elſewhere: 
So that by theſe, and by the excellent water which 
abounds there, this ſeitlement is the beſt provided of 
any 
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any in the known world," for the refreſhment of ſea- 

men after long voyages. Here the Commodore con- 
tinued till the beginning of April. highly delighted 
with the place, which by its extraordinary accommo- 


dations, the healthinefs'of its air, and the pictureſque 


appearance of the country, all enlivened by the addi- 
tion of a civilized colony, was not diſgraced in an 
imaginary compariſon with the vallies of Juan Fer. 
nandes and the lawns of Tinian, During bis ſtay he 


entered about forty new men; and having by the 3d 


of April 1744, compleated his water and proviſion, 
he, on that day, weighed and put to ſea; and the 19th 

of the ſame month, they ſaw the Iſland of St. Helena, 
which however they did not touch at, but ſtood en 
their way; and on the 1oth of June, being then in 
ſoundings, they ſpoke with an Engliſh ſhip trom An- 


ferdam, bound for Fhilddelphia, whente they received 
the firſt intelligence of a French war; the 12th they 
got ſight of the Lizard; and the 15th in the even- 
ing, to their infinite joy, they came ſafe to an anchor 
at Spitbead. But that the ſignal perils which had fo 


often threatened them in the preceding part of the en- 
terprize, might purſue them to the very laſt, Mr. 
Anſon learnt, on his arrival, that there was a French 
fleet of conſiderable force cruiſing in the chops of the 
Channel; which by ibe account of their poſition, he 
found that the Centurion had run through, and had 
been all the time concealed by a ſea. Thus was this 
Expedition finiſhed, when it had lafted three years 
and nine months; after having, by its event, firungly 
evinced this important truth; that though prudence, 
intrepidity, and perſeverance united, are not ex- 
empted from the blows of adverſe fortune ; yet in a 


long ſeries of tranſactions, they uſually rife ſuperior 


to its power, and in the end rarely fail of proving 
ſucceſsful, | Sa AN Hs 42nd th | 4 
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